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for every child

UNICEF Zimbabwe’s call to its partners following the Transforming Education Summit (TES)

Following the Transforming Education Summit (TES 19th September 2022) in New York, UNICEF Zimbabwe calls on its
partners to join efforts to tackle the learning crisis, prioritizing the most vulnerable and marginalized children, including
through closing the digital divide. In particular, we call on: 

1. Endorse the Global Call to Action on Foundational Learning: 
TES countries around the world are invited to endorse the Commitment to Action on Foundational Learning to ensure
all children, including the most marginalized, develop foundational learning to realize their full potential and participate
in society.  

UNICEF key messages on
education following TES

Reach every child: In Zimbabwe, it is estimated that 1 090 626 are out-of-school,
representing 19.28% of the school age population. 423,607 children with
disabilities are out of schools. Reaching out to the out-of-school would require
removing the barriers and bottlenecks that take them out of school. These
include poverty, unaffordable cost of education, unavailability of schools,
unavailability of assistive devices for children with disabilities, child pregnancy,
early marriage, religious beliefs - especially for girls.

Assess learning levels: The Zimbabwe Early Learning Assessment measures
learning at Grade 2 Level. The 2021 results show a significant decrease in the
number of learners who performed below Grade 2 level in both English and
Mathematics with cumulative percentages of 75.3% and 72.1% respectively
compared to 61.1% in English and 60.0% in Mathematics in 2019. Teaching at
right levels (TaRL) is quite critical. 

Prioritize teaching the fundamentals: Teaching of the fundamentals is critical,
however an important gap remains in Zimbabwe in terms of teachers’ capacities
and numbers to teach the fundamentals.

Increase catch-up Leaning: to recover from the learning loss caused by school
closure during Covid 19, more needs to be done to support the Ministry of
Education in blended learning and implementing their catch-up strategy. This
includes further investments in materials, connectivity, solarization etc. 

Develop psychosocial health and well-being: additional support is required to
support the Ministry of Primary & Secondary Education and its department
working on the Learner welfare to provide the psychosocial health and
wellbeing.

UNICEF Zimbabwe calls on its partners working in the country to implement RAPID actions in
all its education programmes and to advocate for a RAPID framework. 

At Global level UNICEF adopted RAPID – Reach every child and keep them in school; Assess learning levels regularly;
Prioritize teaching the fundamentals, as the building blocks of lifelong learning; Increase the efficiency of instruction
including through catch-up learning; and Develop psychosocial health and wellbeing so every child is ready to learn.

https://www.unicef.org/learning-crisis/commitment-action-foundational-learning
https://www.unicef.org/learning-crisis/commitment-action-foundational-learning#commitment
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2. Invest in education at all levels, taking a lifelong learning approach, from early
childhood education to higher education and training, harnessing the potential of
digital learning and building digital competencies, while also bridging the digital
divide 

UNICEF Zimbabwe calls on its partners to:

Invest in teachers’ training, improving the quality of teaching and
empowering teachers with pedagogical practices conducive to
children active learning. 

This an area that really need support in Zimbabwe. There is greater need to
support teachers on the competency-based curriculum, the continuous
assessment module and the adaptive alternative learning methods. Due to
constrained resources, capacity-building usually ends at provincial level, leaving
the teachers out.

Strengthen education systems by integrating the development of
skills for life in the 21st century, including digital skills and digital
literacy.

The COVID-19 pandemic demonstrated the importance of developing digital
skills and literacy in the education system. The competency-based curriculum
and the blended learning methods require 21st digital skills and literacy for both
the teachers and learners – with investments into both the hardware (provision
of the infrastructure, gadgets, and connectivity) and the software (skills and
capacities of heads of school, teachers and learners).

Education empowers children and adolescents. But the economic and social benefits of education depend on generating
learning outcomes, and not just getting children into school. Learning and skills development, must be the point of
everything that we do, starting in the early years. The learning crisis the world is witnessing and some of the roots of
this crisis are in children’s earliest years. 

Building a teacher workforce that is motivated, supported and protected has proven to be the single-most important
school-based determinant of quality education in particular for the most vulnerable children. Teachers play a critical role
in fighting gender stereotypes and promoting inclusion within classrooms and beyond.

Digital technologies are bringing opportunities for learning and education to children, especially in remote areas in
Zimbabwe. Beyond learning, the digital transformation is stimulating job creation and contributing to reducing poverty
and inequality, and young people need to be equipped with these 21st century skills to enter the job market successfully. 

However, connectivity remains an issue in Zimbabwe. As most young people use the internet for learning and
information, closing the digital divide and ensuring connectivity for teachers and learners is critical to realizing educational
outcomes for all. 
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UNICEF Zimbabwe calls on its partners to
support concrete actions to transform
education to prevent, prepare for, respond
to and recover from crises and allow for
continuity of education in emergencies. 

3. Continuous support for Education in Emergencies  

UNICEF, together with its partners, are joint advocates for
the rights of children, especially those most affected by
humanitarian crisis, as we work together to ensure their
needs are not forgotten. Our partners have shown
continued commitment and strong advocacy on children’s
right to education including those in fragile states and
humanitarian crises with a particular focus on equitable and
equal access for all, notably on access to education for
girls, as well as in situation of disasters, conflict and crisis.

The mainstreaming of Child Protection into Education in
Emergencies also allows for access to other services and
safeguards children, especially girls from exploitation, early
marriage, abuse and violence.

Safe to Learn: A Call to Action to End Violence in
Schools – The ’Safe to Learn Initiative’ supported by
FCDO is grounded on making the school environment
safer for children. The work is aligned to the Government
of Zimbabwe’s commitment to implement the Safe learning
environment. While key progress have been achieved in
relation to the policy gap analysis, the development of a

learning module on safe online learning, the development
of preliminary referral pathway for violence cases, more
remains to be done. 
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