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KEY RESULTS

The Government introduced three more vaccines to prevent childhood
illnesses by allocating additional 17 million USD for the immunization
programme.
A Joint UN-Government programme on introduction of communty-based
social services for vulnerable groups was developed and agreed, with
UNICEF and other UN agencies committing more than 2 million USD,
mostly funded from the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Fund.
Around 500 schools and kindergartens in 5 velayats underwent safety
assessments to improve preparedness for emergencies.

The new National Early Childhood Development Strategy for 2020-2025
was adopted with UNICEF’s support.

Turkmenistan recommitted to child rights joining the Global Pledge on
the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).

UNICEF celebrated the 30th anniversary of the CRC through a series of
events and activities reaching over 60,000 people with child rights
messages.

43 radio programmes and spots on early childhood development were
aired nationwide.

1.55 million USD was spent on UNICEF programmes.

Areas of the UNICEF-Government of Turkmenistan
Country Programme of Cooperation for 2016-2020:

Health and nutrition
Quality inclusive education and early learning
Social protection of vulnerable children and families
Partnerships for child rights

HEALTH AND NUTRITION

A package of standards on new-born, child and
maternal healthcare, supported by UNICEF and
the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine, was
adopted and will help improve the quality of care
in health facilities.

The Government introduced three more vaccines
to the national immunization programme.These
vaccines will help protect children from
pneumococcus, rotavirus and Hepatitis A. All
vaccines are procured through UNICEF with
Government’s financing.

All healthcare facilities introduced new standard
operating procedures (SOPs) in infection
control. The next phase is to update the SOPs in
medical undergraduate and postgraduate
institutions.

UNICEF supported the establishment of the
early intervention system where children’s
developmental delays are identified at the early
stage. In 2019 only, 7,000 children were assessed
with a digital version of the Guide for
Monitoring
Child
Development
(GMCD),
andeight percent of them were referred to early
intervention services. UNICEF partnered with
the Ankara University to raise the capacity of
primary health workers in providing these
services.
UNICEF led assessment of the health situation of
children in Dashoguz region affected by the Aral
Sea crisis confirmed vulnerability of these
children.

State of the World Children’s
Report 2019 on nutrition:

Globally, at least 1 in 3 children is not
growing well due to malnutrition in its
more visible forms: stunting, wasting
and overweight.

At least 1 in 2 suffers from hidden
hunger due to deficiencies – often not
visible – in essential nutrients.

This triple burden of malnutrition
undernutrition, hidden hunger and
overweight undermines children's health
and physical and cognitive development.

Food systems are key: they need to
provide children and young people with
diets that are nutritious, safe, affordable
and sustainable.

QUALITY INCLUSIVE EDUCATION
AND EARLY LEARNING

The Government adopted the National Early
Childhood Development (ECD) Strategy for
2020-2025 that was developed with UNICEF’s
support.

Saint Petersburg Early Interventions Institute
and UNICEF helped the country advance
multi-disciplinary services for children with
disabilities. A team of education experts visited
the Institute in Russia, and as a result, nine
multi-disciplinary teams provide pilot services
based on the individual needs of children with
disabilities and principled on the social model of
disability.

The Ministry of Education, National Red
Crescent Society and UNICEF partnered to
strengthen resilience of children for climate
change adaptation. Partly funded by the Canada
Fund for Local Initiatives (CLFI), the activities
included review of the climate change,
environment and energy related curricula;
development of the teacher training manual to
guide interactive teaching and learning of
five environment related subjects; and
conceptualizing a “Green School” initiative.
Moreover, UNICEF helped the Government to
include child-related elements in its new Climate
Change Strategy.
The Ministry of Education and UNICEF
continued the school safety assessment. In 2019,
238 schools and 243 kindergartens were
assessed. Civil defense and emergency
operations specialists raised awareness on
monitoring school safety, and the Ministry of
Defense representatives participated in the
regional workshop on emergency preparedness.

The Early Childhood
Development Strategy areas:

quality universal and targeted support
services for young children and families

trained practitioners involved in ECD
(health, education, social workers)

integration and cross-sectoral coordination
of ECD services and early intervention

information and education initiatives
related to ECD for families and
communities

information and education initiatives
related to ECD for families and
communities

SOCIAL PROTECTION OF
VULNERABLE CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

UNICEF’s ten-year Roadmap on introduction of
social services inTurkmenistan constituted the
base for the proposal on introducing quality
inclusive community-based social services. As a
result, the SDG Fund supported the proposal
and released around 2 million USD for the
two-year programme. UNICEF leads the joint
programme which will be implemented by
UNICEF, UNDP, UNFPA and UNODC in 2020-2021.

UNICEF provided technical support to the Office
of the Ombudsman rough sub-national
workshops on child rights and protection as well
as participation of the Office’s expert in the
regional network meeting on monitoring child
protection indicators.

UNICEF helped to organize consultations on
implementing the National Plan of Action for
Children. The country’s working group of the
Interministerial Commission on treaty body
reporting developed the roadmap that outlines
specific responsibilities and timelines its
implementation.

The Youth situation analysis
revealed that young people in
Turkmenistan want to:

participate in the social, economic
and political life

have more gender and adolescent
responsive channels of public
information

raise awareness on adolescent
reproductive health
UNICEF partnered with UNDP, UNFPA and the
Ministry of Sports and Youth Policy in a joint
analysis of the situation of adolescents and
youth in Turkmenistan, the findings and
recommendations of which were made available
in 2019.

The State Statistics Committee, with UNICEF’s
support, completed the field work of the Multiple
Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS). The Survey with
the reach of over six thousand households, will
provide with critical data on the situation of
children and women in the country. The MICS
findings will be available in 2020 and cover
around 30 SDG indicators.

secure employment opportunities

ensure that social norms do not
undermine girls' and women’s rights

PARTNERSHIPS FOR CHILD RIGHTS

The Ministry of Health, Iodine Global Network
and UNICEF collaborated to further strengthen
the nutrition surveillance system called
FORTIMAS. The development of the FORTIMAS
was funded by USAID.

UNICEF launched its annual State of the World
Children’s Report with focus on nutrition, and
invited food industries to share their best
practices in food production and marketing for
children.

The 30th anniversary of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child created ample opportunities
to expand existing and establish new
partnerships with major stakeholders and seek
renewed commitment of the country to child
rights.
The partnership with Turkmenistan’s Football
Federation ensured that boys and girls,
including those with disabilities accompanied
players onto the field during a FIFA World Cup
qualifying match between Turkmenistan and
Sri-Lanka, attended by 26,000 fans.

UNICEF partnered with the Embassy of China in
Turkmenistan who on the eve of the New Year
handed over hearing aids to twenty children
with hearing difficulties.

“This is my first time at the stadium.
I saw a lot of cheerful people and I am
sharing the joy with them.“
Mahek Ayazowa, eight-year-old girl with
Down Syndrome who accompanied football
players onto the field.

ADVOCACY AND COMMUNICATION

Turkmenistan also aligned to the Global Pledge
on promising to renew its commitment to
children’s rights, and Turkmenistan’s Permanent
Representative to the United Nations in
New York participated at the high-level meeting
of the General Assembly on child rights.

UNICEF widely celebrated the 30th anniversary
of the Convention on the Rights of the Child
(CRC@30) advocating for protection of child
rights and communicating child rights messages
to thousands of families, decision makers, and
young people. The series of celebration events
started
with
the
performance
of
a
world-renowned singer Joss Stone in March and
culminated with the high-level event on 20
November, the day the CRC was adopted. The
event secured refreshed commitment of all
stakeholders, such as the government, civil
society, media, private sector and academia to
implement the CRC and follow up on CRC
recommendations.
In the evening of 20 November, children took
over the media space in the prime time “For you,
children!” popular TV show.

The popular shopping and entertainment centre
Berkarar in Ashgabat turned blue on World
Children’s Day. UNICEF partnered with Berkarar
on placing CRC@30 messages on billboards and
information screens of the Centre.

The renewed partnership with the State
Committee on Television, Radio Broadcasting
and Cinematography and the Women’s Union
helped reach many families and caregivers on
early childhood development and parenting
skills through 43 radio programmes and public
services
announcements
and
three TV
programmes.

“It doesn’t matter if you are blonde or
brunette, if you wear glasses or not, if you
have a disability or not – what matters is
being a human.“
Kemal Gaitnazarov, Young SDG
Ambassador making a statement at the
CRC@30 high-level event.

The year 2019 was a remarkable one for UNICEF. We celebrated the 30th anniversary of the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, created new partnerships, advocated for the adoption
of child related policies and reached thousands of parents and caregivers with early
childhood development messages.
I would like to express gratitude to the Government of Turkmenistan for their continued
fruitful collaboration and support of our innovative initiatives, and to partners in
international organizations, embassies, public organizations, academia, media and private
sector for their commitment to advance the child rights agenda together with us. And, of
course, I would like to thank children and young people of Turkmenistan, such as SDG
Ambassadors, for sharing their opinions, ideas and recommendations that helped us define
the activities of the year.
The year 2020 will be the last year of the current Country Programme of Cooperation. As we
develop a new programme of cooperation for 2021-2025, I would like to invite stakeholders
from different fields to partner with UNICEF to develop innovative solutions for children.
Let’s keep children’s rights high on the agenda. For every child, new opportunities!
Christine Weigand
UNICEF Representative in Turkmenistan
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