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Government of Japan joins Angola efforts to fight malaria 
 
 

Luanda, 11 April 2013 – The Government of Japan donated US$ 2,700,000 
to the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), to support the Angolan 
Government’s malaria control programme and to help reduce infant 
mortality.  
 
Despite being avoidable and treatable, in Angola, malaria is the main cause 
of infant morbidity and mortality, responsible for 25% of under five children 
deaths. Researches also show that malaria contributes to the cycle of poverty 
and limits the country’s economic development, due to the loss of 
productivity and related health costs. 
 
“Malaria continues to be a public health problem in Angola. This is why we 
are grateful to Japan for this contribution that will help increase the 
distribution and use of mosquito nets by Angolan families, and will contribute 
to the reduction of mortality due to malaria in our country”, said Angolan 
Health Minister, José Van-Dúnem. 
 
UNICEF will use these funds to accelerate the implementation of the 
community-based approach for malaria prevention, care and treatment, that 
will contribute to universal coverage of mosquito nets in Angola. In order to 
reach this objective, long lasting insecticidal nets (LLINs) will be procured and 
distributed through a pilot project to treat malaria at community level, and 
social mobilizers will be trained to disseminate essential messages about 
malaria prevention and treatment.  
 
 “I believe that Japan support, in close collaboration with UNICEF, will 
significantly help improve the lives of Angolan children”, said the Japanese 
Ambassador in Angola, Ryoso Myoi. 
 
Thanks to Japan’s support, UNICEF will support the National Malaria Control 
Programme in their quest to reach national coverage of mosquito nets. 
“Increasing the proportion of households with treated mosquito nets from 
34% to 100% would significantly reduce the infant mortality rate caused by 



 

this disease and also increase children’s survival”, said UNICEF 
Representative in Angola, Koenraad Vanormelingen. 
 
About malaria: Malaria is a disease caused by parasites that are 
transmitted to humans while being bitten by an infected mosquito. Left 
untreated, the most serious forms of the disease can lead to coma and 
death. Although malaria can be prevented and treated, it continues to kill 
one child every minute and about 600,000 people in the world every year. 
More than 90% of the deaths occur in Africa, and most of these are children 
under five. Malaria is the main cause of morbidity and mortality in Angola.  
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For further information, please contact: 

Olívio Gambo, Information officer, UNICEF Angola, Mobile: 923 614 8 57 

Yolanda Nunes Correia, Chief of Communication, UNICEF Angola, Mobile: 912 653 017 
  


