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Cancer Medicines Available for Procurement through UNICEF  
 
 
Background  

UNICEF’s engagement in cancer medicines responds to the growing cancer burden, especially 
in low- and middle-income countries where nearly 70 per cent of cancer-related deaths occur 
and childhood cancer survival remains below 30 per cent, compared with over 80 per cent in 
high-income settings. Limited and delayed access to quality-assured, safe, effective and 
affordable cancer medicines contributes to this disparity.  
 
UNICEF supports the health-related Sustainable Development Goals, the WHO Global Initiative 
for Childhood Cancer and partnerships such as the Global Platform for Access to Childhood 
Cancer Medicines by helping strengthen uninterrupted supply and address fragile, 
fragmented markets. These markets are often affected by low volumes, fragmented demand, 
weak supplier incentives, long lead times, stock-outs, high prices, regulatory barriers and 
planning gaps. Addressing these constraints requires early demand generation, better 
forecasting, pooled procurement, long-term arrangements, supplier engagement, quality 
assurance and stronger procurement planning. 
 
Purpose 

This bulletin seeks to provide key information on cancer medicines available for procurement 
through UNICEF Supply Division. 
 
UNICEF procurement approach 

Reliable procurement of cancer medicines is often constrained by small and fragmented 
demand across countries, diverse treatment protocols and numerous individual products, 
which together weaken demand visibility and make timely, affordable and quality-assured 
supply difficult to secure.  

Coordinated procurement planning helps address these constraints by improving demand 
visibility, aligning financing and procurement timelines, supporting regulatory preparation 
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and enabling earlier supplier engagement – particularly important for paediatric oncology and 
supportive care medicines where uninterrupted treatment is essential.  

With cancer medicines now included in the UNICEF Supply Catalogue, the approach shifts 
from passive product availability to proactive demand generation and structured procurement 
planning, positioning UNICEF as a strategic supply partner. In this context, demand 
generation means supporting countries and partners to identify legitimate programme needs, 
align medicine selection with treatment protocols and essential medicines lists, quantify 
demand early, secure financing and place orders within realistic procurement timelines.  

 

Product description 

The UNICEF catalogue of supplies includes more than 50 selected cancer-related medicines 
used in six childhood cancer protocols1, broader cancer care and supportive treatment. Many 
of the products are part of other protocols, including adult cancer care and treatment. Product 
availability, supplier capacity, shelf life, lead time and country-specific regulatory requirements 
should be confirmed during procurement planning.  

 

Regulatory requirements  

Ministries of health and partners should confirm national regulatory and importation 
requirements early, including product registration status, import permits, special 
authorization pathways, labelling requirements, shelf-life expectations and cold chain 
arrangements where applicable.  

 

UNICEF Long Term Arrangement (LTAs)  

UNICEF has established long-term arrangements with manufacturers and suppliers for cancer-
related medicines listed in Tables 1 and 2. 

 
1 Acute lymphoblastic leukaemia, Burkitt lymphoma, Hodgkin lymphoma, Wilms tumour, retinoblastoma 
and low-grade glioma. 

mailto:sd.medicinestechnical@unicef.org
mailto:psid@unicef.org
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Products were qualified based on approval by a WHO Listed Authority, including former 
Stringent Regulatory Authorities, WHO Prequalification where applicable, and other accepted 
regulatory pathways as outlined in UNICEF technical requirements for pharmaceutical 
products. 

 

UNICEF Supply Catalogue  

Please refer to the UNICEF Supply Catalogue for more technical information and indicative 
prices, where applicable. 

Table 1: Cancer-related medicines available for procurement through UNICEF Supply 
Division (non-cold chain)  

Product 
Number Product Description Basic description 

S1586010 Allopurinol 100mg tabs/PAC-
5x10  

Allopurinol 100 mg tablets. Blister pack of 10 
tablets. 5 blisters in a pack  

S1586013 Allopurinol 300mg tabs/PAC-
3x10  

Allopurinol 300 mg tablets. Blister pack of 10 
tablets. 3 blisters in a carton box.   

S1586060 Arsenic triox 2mg/ml inj 6ml 
vl/BOX-10  

Arsenic trioxide 2mg/ml injection for intravenous 
use, in 6ml vials packed in a box of 10   

S1586064 Calcium folinate 15mg 
tab/PAC-1x10  

Calcium folinate 15mg tablets in a blister pack of 
1x10; 1 blister containing 10 tablets in a pack  

S1586000 Carboplatin 10mg/ml inj, 15ml 
vl/BOX-1  

Carboplatin 10mg/ml concentrate for solution for 
infusion, 15ml solution, glass vial, box of 1 vial  

S1586001 Carboplatin 10mg/ml inj, 45ml 
vl/BOX-1  

Carboplatin 10mg/ml concentrate for solution for 
infusion, 45ml solution, glass vial, box of 1 vial  

S1586003 Cisplatin 1mg/ml inj 50ml 
vl/BOX-1  

Cisplatin 1mg/ml concentrate solution for infusion, 
50ml vial, box of 1 vial  

S1586005 Cyclophosphamide 500mg 
pdr.inj vl/BOX-1  

Cyclophosphamide 500mg powder for solution for 
injection, box of 1 vial  

S1586062 Cyclophosphamide 50mg 
tabs/PAC-10x10  

Cyclophosphamide 50mg tablets, 10 blisters each 
containing 10 tablets  

mailto:sd.medicinestechnical@unicef.org
mailto:psid@unicef.org
https://www.unicef.org/supply/documents/technical-requirements-pharmaceutical-and-nutrition-products
https://www.unicef.org/supply/documents/technical-requirements-pharmaceutical-and-nutrition-products
https://supply.unicef.org/?__cf_chl_tk=IOmpBRm.JBLbud7q2ukyfOoHFThuKyW.VmUjPvREa7g-1779271988-1.0.1.1-kXEorJWh9rv0I4yF6717ql9rc_XVBjGKGc04wmwgPmI
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=snwpj5JW13b8Yc1zOO8vyMy_UCESknFCFrztaCPZBSFpA6sMyzLqH-2mV7LcTGm8
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=knEwuP-nMWHcdlItKCYtpxpunh7OfTteMh_V1UXzop-jkMc2E7DO72vLvq8Ux-4a
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=ZhpNW189Mrmjo-Ao7HZES8Q2loouDPohfdRbUGVBtHUzbP6q-gyaDZdvnhzyUYzu
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=Umr69QfQMNlBtCRdjzDl5WwDmk9GZazYTfs_uN4PTHBA1kDDw9ErhzxsyCsIPBRk
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=ONNB_MdS3ntLp-UOgMKbYT4FEPiBhGl9TZgWZDE4AIoUrSr6IwcLw7c5K7zJlae_
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=wvXzy8yGd1E8krs0Ya1EnKG65mxGpM1ITvycro2aItgqkII5oaxeKhtqmq6E1b0e
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=O-4xVo9xK_2hsOyuv8n8nvPzuts-QuUUGH5pzqcJCvLo399upGY3mAW49CftxoCa
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=w9CRv-SP8jT3YJrJAEXKosG6CeADMzkCYS36ToWTaEzuGADeBIuGDQPoBqT8RrR0
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=VaRlHup8ZtwWUV4qF7iLYFaqubM2Iy9lK_L9SvGoLgW0NRVr15k98iIYhpNE5NSx
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S1586061 Cytarabine 20mg/ml inj 5ml 
vl/BOX-1  

Cytarabine 20mg/ml solution for injection,  5ml 
single dose glass vial in a box  

S1586016 Dacarbazine 100mg pdr.inj 
vl/BOX-10  

Dacarbazine 100mg powder for solution for 
injection in a vial. Box of 10 vials  

S1586017 Dactinomycin 500mcg pdr.inj 
vl/BOX-1  

Dactinomycin 500mcg powder for solution for 
injection in a vial. Box of 1 vial  

S1586031 Dasatinib 20mg tabs/PAC-
5x12  

Dasatinib 20mg tablets in a blister pack of 5x12; 5 
blisters each containing 12 tablets in a pack  

S1586046 Dasatinib 50mg tabs/PAC-
5x12  

Dasatinib 50mg tablets in a blister pack of 5x12; 5 
blisters each containing 12 tablets in a pack   

S1586018 Daunorubicin 20mg pdr.inj 
vl/BOX-10  

Daunorubicin 20mg powder for solution for infusion 
in a vial. Box of 10 vials  

S1586019 Etoposide 20mg/ml inj 5ml 
vl/BOX-1  

Etoposide 20 mg/ml concentrate for solution for 
infusion, vial. Box of 1 vial  

S1586073 Etoposide 50mg soft caps/PAC-
2x10  

Etoposide 50 mg, blister pack of 10 soft capsules, 2 
blisters in a carton box. (20 soft capsules in a pack)  

S1586074 Fluorouracil 50mg/ml inj 10ml 
vl/BOX-1  

Fluorouracil 50mg/ml solution for injection, 10ml 
vial. 1 vial in a box.  

S1586066 Hydroxycarbamide 1000mg 
tabs/PAC-30  

Hydroxycarbamide 1000mg tablets packed in a 
HDPE jar of 30 tablets  

S1586065 Hydroxycarbamide 100mg 
tabs/PAC-200  

Hydroxycarbamide 100mg tablets packed in a HDPE 
jar of 200 tablets  

S1586033 Hydroxycarbamide 500mg 
caps/PAC-10x10  

Hydroxycarbamide 500mg capsules, 10 blisters each 
containing 10 capsules in a pack  

S1586020 Ifosfamide 1g pdr.inj vl/BOX-1  Ifosfamide 1g powder for solution for injection in a 
vial. 1 vial in a box  

S1586022 Ifosfamide 500mg pdr.inj 
vl/BOX-1  

Ifosfamide 500mg powder for solution for injection 
in a vial. Box of 1 vial  

S1586034 Imatinib 100mg tabs/PAC-
6x10  

Imatinib 100mg tablets, 6 blisters each containing 
10 tablets.  

S1586035 Imatinib 400mg tabs/PAC-
3x10  

Imatinib 400mg tablets, 3 blisters each containing 
10 tablets.  

mailto:sd.medicinestechnical@unicef.org
mailto:psid@unicef.org
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=jhcqzEUG3XnWBCYhwGVA5nDV6t23XN9vzJtgGgG87cdEeviY7yc5Qgr0tmAXIKCM
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=LOqkQml-pti7sd0FNQtDEkyMZ8jtFcfNl-KeTCfr_O1HzFuq6I-Xjc9jqOjNDF4I
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=Jr0CCpRcspNMhfW68vUb3PLuKykcu0CVhStxPMqpJLtyB3-Qnk38A9nzxTJxNQHF
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=2s-V8WxVqlejsm94F-EgR6cSrFX37kmWheAYR5XRUfW_i55t_xNvgnZdF9gAG4UR
https://supply.unicef.org/product-catalogue?category=z7pSPrrAP8jtxJ8ekupUoiD-PTH_GJNxMpxJni-Y-v8&subcategory=52mF49BKqQ2V66547NvNtQdqgob947yvgJ8EpT-AdSU
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=wEZ42b97hUlrdfut6C3uEWhy4RfDvvuHLNSrmVkxHsnHu8rh5WLWyLGm3ApX_jFX
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=2AwEa0252Z2wQxSAmZmJgNserBJZFYpa9YJUg9RxTJe1FeGaEcGCs1X_xdRFYzFd
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=5AOfFvGapJbl7LDlT41VH4APOoC38I10GFlZJdtr86BeIcJqmQ7iaN-SU1NmmL0i
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=gx6yhpSinOtxaA352hgW-2lkm1PM-AgtSHoGzADuc0RWXAEASSuHJg3lzgNPyksU
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=OAJEPy621q4e_e3SI18_IVzd0rAwsXKAmhsaC0FoLg0Q7Wdx-n0_UDl5Dvul2q0K
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=n80BuqlDHmbUcItRXcXiMJmpD7iGDmsW-OQLmROc4g0hhcPSBqZVMzCir4igxjNn
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=NvhNwE5UtoQULd001e6QBv-ujnfkRamyBYomKWUoLd2a-uuZwoy9-yEfkEbq3PBS
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=NvhNwE5UtoQULd001e6QBv-ujnfkRamyBYomKWUoLd2a-uuZwoy9-yEfkEbq3PBS
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=w7Jqqi7CnmPQz46boWlGmnYKLewEAuEqNnHxogCK2IKWOjsfpzDUTxkHG6drr5AO
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=aW2zf77FSQuL5hw_-qm-Q1lpbQ7-Z518TdJoL543PFgS5VjRGh81iz5yb-f-Ch5M
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=FMcm7J-PAn8Tx71HRcYL6iop3U1xT80vnZdrpH-UeIgcFxwBPIDEqgBYyXEKlQT7
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S1586023 Irinotecan HCI 20mg/ml inj 2ml 
vl/BOX-1  

Irinotecan Hydrochloride 20 mg/ml concentrate for 
solution for injection, 2ml vial. 1 vial in a box   

S1586024 Mercaptopurine 50mg 
tabs/PAC-25  

Mercaptopurine 50 mg tablets. 25 tablets in an 
amber glass bottle with a child resistant closure. 
One bottle in a box   

S1586025 Mesna 100mg/ml inj 4ml 
amp/BOX-15  

Mesna 100mg/ml solution for injection, 4ml 
ampoule. Pack of 15 glass ampoules in a box 

S1586037 Methotrexate 2.5mg tabs/PAC-
10x10  

Methotrexate 2.5mg tablets, 10 blisters each 
containing 10 tablets   

S1586056 Methotrexate 25mg/ml inj 
10ml vl/BOX-1  

Methotrexate 25mg/ml solution for injection, 10ml 
vial for IV/IM, intra -arterial or intrathecal use. Each 
pack 10 ml vial   

S1586055 Methotrexate 25mg/ml inj 2ml 
vl/BOX-1  

Methotrexate 25mg/ml solution for injection, 2ml 
vial for IV/IM, intra -arterial or intrathecal use. Each 
pack 2 ml vial   

S1586067 Methotrexate 25mg/ml inj 
40ml vl/BOX-1  

Methotrexate 25mg/ml solution for injection for 
IV/IM, intra -arterial or intrathecal use, 40ml vial, 
packed in a carton.  

S1586070 Procarbazine 50mg caps/PAC-
5x10  

Procarbazine 50mg hard capsules, 5 blisters each 
containing 10 capsules  

S1586026 Tioguanine 40mg tabs/PAC-25  Tioguanine 40 mg tablets. 25 tablets in an amber 
glass bottle with a child resistant closure, in a box  

S1586027 Tretinoin 10mg caps/PAC-100  Tretinoin 10 mg soft capsules. 100 soft capsules in 
a glass bottle, in a box  

 
Note: Hydroxycarbamide (also known as hydroxyurea) is also used in Sickle Cell 
Disease management.  

  

  

mailto:sd.medicinestechnical@unicef.org
mailto:psid@unicef.org
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=kFdc6e4gy1FibbZIr7z36n3WDe5ILXE-f1xSA-bKZYMmSeW1IHDlQVo2DhqqzthT
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=95IwIT73scIn0t4JgkvpirdXfg4jCwuPMdivdILj52omLseIZeT5ApVO4ocahRYT
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=mpoVmi_Gomkk_L0B2ll_cxYY4Zl90MDr17r8cSr_pZw9Etc3q39qED6yDyslqmbs
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=Orsyn_1rHKYsT9Y8Rlpag-Q9H5nI8WT8gDRxc1EkqXTWshwUDx4TZOpMmuO8NGfV
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=FzwAUjKpcPk-YrdzVxMkklzoTNrpLojqPwsTEyJKOlJORT1gDyEDYntMHiGu2zFu
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=UTobOnIo4OmsT9X8IPmadguIQtPJuu1ZXBXXESUDBmrfeOCxKN3EP0TY31HDEHJc
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=d6j-7zV0HdIpvQZK4P0b2wMrhhiWlDRpqMF0nzbMz816rJWYxMRLj2KCu4xfqRxF
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=E_4wGqZ3Ka_1-wMzi40ECA3jQv85VdQR6nbqGevGXFE9BBmnL0mUaqho6WsY5vFh
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=vAy8DMfR4CPZw4sGR9BlUfDhRKCAFEOY3zpLcsQIZugViw0MyrYWEjBXVx6jqg35
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=PFkob7q3K4lDf_rLJhJWeY-rFVTGb-hjoBPdY-QUjSBJSq4mtjXlRPs8gax5Rbf7
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Table 2. Cancer-related medicines available for procurement through UNICEF Supply 
Division (cold chain +2 °C to +8 °C)  

Product 
Number 

Product Description Basic description 

S1586048 Asparaginase 10,000 U 
pdr.inj vl/BOX-1  

Asparaginase 10,000 units powder for concentrate for 
solution for infusion, box of 1 vial  

S1586038 Bleomycin 15,000 IU 
pdr.inj vl/BOX-1  

Bleomycin 15,000 IU powder for solution for 
injection/infusion packed in a carton  

S1586072 Calcium folinate 10mg/ml 
5ml vial/BOX-5  

Calcium folinate 10mg/ml solution for injection 5ml vial, 
in a pack of 5  

S1586089 Dacarbazine 100mg 
pdr.inj vl/BOX-10 cc  

Dacarbazine 100mg lyophilized powder for solution for 
injection in a vial. Box of 10 vials  

S1586007 Doxorubicin HCl 
2mg/ml,25ml inj vl/BOX-1  

Doxorubicin hydrochloride 2mg/ml concentrate for 
solution for infusion, 25ml glass vial  

S1586050 Filgrastim 30MU/0.5ml inj 
PFS/BOX-10  

Filgrastim 30MU/0.5ml solution for injection in a pre-
filled syringe, pack of 10 pre-filled syringes  

S1586049 Filgrastim 30MU/0.5ml inj 
PFS/BOX-5  

Filgrastim 30MU/0.5ml solution for injection or infusion 
in a pre-filled syringe, pack of 5 pre-filled syringes  

S1586051 Filgrastim 30MU/ml inj 
1ml vl/BOX-10  

Filgrastim 30MU/ml solution for injection or infusion in a 
single-dose 1ml vial, pack of 10 vials  

S1586053 Pegfilgrastim 6mg/0.6ml 
inj PFS/BOX-1  

Pegfilgrastim 6mg/0.6ml solution for injection, 0.6ml 
pre-filled syringe, box of 1 pre-filled syringe  

S1586052 Rituximab 10mg/ml inj 
10ml vl/BOX-2  

Rituximab 10mg/ml concentrate for solution for infusion 
in 10ml vial, pack of 2 vials  

S1586076 Vinblastine 10mg pdr/inj 
vl + solv/BOX-1  

Vinblastine Sulphate 10mg lyophilized powder for 
solution for injection in a vial. 1 vial in a box along with 1 
vial of solvent/diluent  

S1586039 Vincristine 1mg/ml inj 1ml 
vl/BOX-1  

Vincristine sulphate 1mg/ml solution for injection in 1ml 
vial packed in a carton  

S1586087 Vincristine 1mg/ml inj 1ml 
vl/BOX-10  

Vincristine sulfate 1 mg/1 ml solution for injection in vial, 
box 10 vials  

mailto:sd.medicinestechnical@unicef.org
mailto:psid@unicef.org
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=HD3y_cD5Ksza3DGLOr8aBjcYwtRIRQV4TLFbUn1s-r8LI87ypt0LTpHATzGdKu_o
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=74ejbrJDJzVUlRqBRJektq8GUlTyoIOJelwRzd52tdCJcQs6jhgBaxVfVPad75xa
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=nkKj6Ux6vigxAikl3wJzESLBWX4fslBebTiD6evT25DTLxqORkvr204ZtlTUUnGl
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=osg_j4IEVTC3opzJKnmEpouC0DzNE5hkAkPwAoc-o3DUGsgMLvSJN1OyPDniNk4p
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=nClR-7rgfk8CEOxr1F4to6dHObULnJE9VqjKjIMoBgQLtry3M3vcUeD_BDMsud7m
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=XMXxbIleKdDhdaaItuo7NAnyu2js5X3L9vpElx1okG_IFzq1T3GCD3JSkg-tE8MF
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=bfUKwIpCNCVEx315V3EDsinRmEsuuQvqdDSNlLyo_bMMjXocFOq5g7DwE_DG-ac4
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=MDRapYzmOFPXAijKrpizj7hkOK8qgkamBg8tli0JANUDvMwt-ZsBirVantTF9tZ7
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=EWlgEEiQ895-eOopL0d6HKnjkyCcI9oMVj5fzzSMlnYDkAqz5WPrFz8QAhQJSNPV
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=NS8zSX9mr0oHnC0V5x_o8RPxKQ3zzqjGopygJxorp0w-mt4l45etugVmqB07AcQW
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=6crRXXmHRuQzvJneo2iN-exz28smgsIZ5MWM7l4wdPvWz2XEujDknQj3TiDeyFgU
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=bDmVxYzEsyggj12o2X4HVZ3GEWVe2FV-y_yB7LvJdQwgckfq6yKNxBrtjCQEIyFD
https://supply.unicef.org/product-detail?q=x-b5mjY9KzqoDR2c4rMFYYb2LE3ubbR4vMduqzCuUaoYfn19ByuCurhDXWoQnp01
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For cold chain items, minimum order quantities may apply aligned with how the products are 
packed or cold chain shipment.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

For product related enquiries, please contact: sd_medicinestechnical@unicef.org 

For Procurement Services, please contact: psid@unicef.org 
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