
Information note 

New Acute Watery Diarrhea (AWD) kits 

UNICEF Supply Division and Programme Division, July 2017 

This note provides information on the new AWD kits that will be available to UNICEF country offices from 
July 20171.  These kits will replace Interagency Diarrhoeal Disease Kits (IDDK) in use since 2005.  

1. INTRODUCTION

For several years, agencies supporting preparedness and response to cholera outbreaks have supplied 
medicines and medical devices through “cholera kits”. The content of the kits, formally known as the 
Interagency Diarrhoeal Disease Kits (IDDK), was initially elaborated by WHO together with partners 
(UNICEF, IFRC, and ICRC) in 2005. However, several partners have noted during recent cholera outbreaks 
that the kits did not adequately meet field needs.  

In an effort to better align the presentation and content of the kits to the field needs, the composition of 
the kits has been reviewed by WHO and partners.  

The new full AWD kit package contains six kits divided into modules (Figure 1). Modules can be ordered 

separately to best adapt the needs to each context. 

Figure 1. The six kits (and corresponding modules) that make up the new AWD kits. 

The full details and supply list can be found in: 
- Annex 1: WHO – Cholera kits – Information Note
- Annex 2: Supply content per AWD kit/module.

1 UNICEF Supply Division is planning a smooth transition between the old and new kits. During a short period of 
time both kits will be available. Requesting CO (or partner) will be guided individually by Supply Division on which 
kit to order.   
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2. USING THE NEW AWD KITS FOR UNICEF PROGRAMMING

The new AWD kits are designed to help prepare for a potential cholera and acute watery diarrhoea 
outbreak and to support the first month of the initial response to an outbreak. After this period supplies 
should be ordered based on needs. The new set up has a different approach and more focus on the local 
set up.  
These new AWD kits are an essential part of UNICEF’s (and partners) programming for cholera prevention 
and control. The use of the new AWD kits should be part of the government and partner’s overall response 
plan according to risk and needs assessment.  

The scope of the kits is as follows (Figure 2): 

Figure 2. The scope of the six kits that make up the new AWD kits.  

The main difference between the Central Reference Kit and the Periphery Kit is the proportion of severe 
vs mild/moderate cases, with a greater proportion of severe cases at the Central Reference level. 

To support the design of country office response plans, the following key programmatic guidance 
documents are available:  

- UNICEF cholera toolkit available here:
o https://www.unicef.org/cholera/index_71222.html
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https://www.unicef.org/cholera/index_71222.html
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/EMOPS/PHEmergencies/SitePages/Cholera.aspx
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/EMOPS/PHEmergencies/Document%20Library/cholera-quick-note-July%202017.pdf
https://unicef.sharepoint.com/teams/EMOPS/PHEmergencies/Document%20Library/cholera-quick-note-July%202017.pdf


3. AWD KIT MODULES AVAILABLE THROUGH UNICEF SUPPLY DIVISION

Based on UNICEF’s programmatic response to cholera and AWD, Programme division and Supply division 
have worked together to identify the kits and modules that would be available through UNICEF. Different 
procurement modalities were recommended for different modules and kits, as described in Figure 3.  

Figure 3. Supply strategy of the new AWD kits/modules. 

 Prepositioned in SD: Modules which have to be stored in the Supply Division Warehouse (WH)
These modules will be included in the Emergency Supply List (ESL), will be stored in the SD WH and Long 
Term Agreements (LTAs) will be established. The Modules will be prepacked based on the quantification 
specified in the Kits above and will be ready to ship for an immediate response. 

 On Demand: Modules which are available on demand (LTA)
Items belonging to those modules will be available via LTA with the option for delivery to SD. Modules will 
be packed on demand or as bulk delivery from suppliers. The minimum Lead-time will have to be defined. 
The investigation kit and Laboratory kit will be available via an LTA (piggy backing on WHO).  

 Local procurement
Some items are considered for local procurement. The list will be shared with COs in order to ensure that 
the local capacity is available via local Long Term Agreements (LTAs) to allow eventual prepositioning of 
those goods.  
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The kits/modules which are prepositioned in SD can be ordered using following S-numbers. 

Figure 4. Modules/Kit prepositioned in SD: S-number and estimated price  
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