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KEY 
FACTS

17,941 
children  
under-five  
are severely 
acutely 
malnourished

91,165 
school-aged 
children are  
out-of-school

 

59,844 
children  
under-five  
have not been 
vaccinated 
against 
preventable 
diseases

720,000 
people lack 
access  
to safe water

1.35 
million 
people do  
not have access 
to sanitation
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SITUATION 
IN  
CENTRAL 
DARFUR
Demography1

The population of Central Darfur 

state is slightly more than 1.6 

million people. Almost one-fifth 

of the population is currently 

classified as internally displaced 

persons (IDPs). There are around 

one million children (aged 0-18) 

in Central Darfur, and around 

350,000 youth (aged 18-24). The 

majority of the population do 

not enjoy their full rights; most 

have significant humanitarian 

and development needs. The 

Fur is the predominant tribe, 

other tribes include Bani Halba, 

Reziegat, Tama, Ja’lol, Ta’alba, 

Bergo, Masaleet, Berno, Falata, 

Bani hussien, Khozam, Habania, 

Zagawa, Salamat, Masyreiya, 

Nawaiba, Dajo and Berti.

1  HNO 2022

Refugees: 17,350
With ongoing sporadic tension and conflict, together 

with the difficult humanitarian situation in neighbouring 

Chad, the Central African Republic (CAR) and South 

Sudan, refugees continue to arrive at remote areas of 

Central Darfur. 

IDPs: 414,876
Conflict, floods and drought have caused significant 

displacement in the state. The internally displaced 

persons in Central Darfur, including large numbers 

of children and women, lack access to basic social 

services1.

Returnees: 193,264
With changing conflict zones and shifting front lines, 

many people decided to return to their location of 

origin1. However, security is tenuous, and returnees 

often lack access to basic services in their communities, 

with infrastructure being destroyed or neglected in hard-

to-reach or abandoned areas.

Host communities: 396,148 
Many towns and villages hosting refugees, internally 

displaced persons or returnees already have large 

numbers of vulnerable populations. The additional 

burden on the already overstretched social services 

make these communities potential areas of tension and 

in need of additional support from government and the 

humanitarian community. 
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Geography

Central Darfur state was created 

in January 2012 as part of 

implementation of the Doha 

Document for Peace in Darfur 

(DDPD); it was formed from land 

that was part of the states of 

West Darfur and South Darfur. 

Central Darfur is situated in the 

southwest of Sudan and has nine 

localities. As well as bordering 

North, West and South Darfur, 

it shares borders with Chad and 

the Central African Republic 

(CAR). Central Darfur covers an 

area of 46,729 square kilometers. 

The landscape is diverse; 

characterised by lowlands in the 

south, while further north the 

enormous Jebel Marra mountain 

massif dominates the horizon, 

where it rises more than 3,000 

meters above sea level at its 

peak. The state capital is Zalingei 

with a population of 339,759. 

The nine (9) localities in Central 

Darfur are: Azoum, Bendisi, 

Golo, Mukjar, Nertiti, Rokero, Um 

Dukhun, Wadi Salih, Zalingei.  

Economy

Central Darfur’s economy is 

based on agriculture, livestock 

and trading. Agriculture is rain-

fed for part of the year when the 

fertile soils of Azoum valley and 

Jebel Marra produce good yields 

of millet, sorghum and seasonal 

vegetables for local markets and 

to sell to other states. In the 

dry season, the land continues 

to yield root vegetables, 

among others. The Jebel Marra 

mountains are known for their 

fruits; especially oranges, 

grapefruits and apples are grown. 

While agriculture is also the 

backbone of the local economy 

in other parts of the state, rain 

fed crop production and livestock 

farming is characterised by low 

productivity and consequently 

low income; both farmers and 

nomadic pastoralists (around 20 

per cent of the population) rely 

on the same natural resources of 

water and grazing land.   Trade to 

neighbouring Darfur states and 

across the border to Chad and 

CAR takes place. This kind of 

trade mostly involves agriculture 

products and goods brought 

from Khartoum to sell onward. 

Climate

Several vulnerability indices rank 

Sudan among the most vulnerable 

countries in the world to climate 

variability and change. Many parts 

of Sudan, including Darfur, have 

increased frequency of droughts, 

desertification, and high rainfall 

variability over the past few 

decades, which contribute to 

the deteriorating socio-economic 

situation of communities and 

households. Desertification has 

been a significant stress factor 

in pastoralist societies and 

contributed to inter-communal 

tensions. Besides, acute and 

chronic food insecurity continues 

to threaten people’s lives and 

livelihoods and is driven by 

prolonged conflict, environmental 

deterioration, and disasters. 

Heavy rains (June to October) and 

flooded wadis commonly cause 

displacement, damage crops and 

delay delivery of humanitarian 

assistance to communities in 

need. As long ago as 2007, 

research carried-out by the UN 

Environment Programme found 

that - with rainfall down by up to 

30 per cent over 40 years and the 

Sahara advancing by well over a 

mile every year - tensions in the 

Sahel and specifically Darfur were 

increasing between farmers and 

herders over disappearing pasture 

and evaporating water holes. 
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HUMANITARIAN 
AND 
DEVELOPMENT 
ISSUES
Prolonged and sporadic conflict over many years - largely concentrated 

in Jebel Marra area in the north east of Central Darfur - is the result 

of several factors: the presence of an armed group (SLA-AW) that 

continues to fight the government and have refused to engage in any 

peace process, including boycotting the ongoing negotiations in Juba; 

fighting between factions within the armed group, and  intercommunal 

conflict driven primarily by competition over natural resources as well 

as shortages of economic and livelihood opportunities. Some of these 

tensions are underpinned by environmental factors, including climate 

change, desertification due to cutting of trees for charcoal production 

and brick molding, forest fires, low annual rainfall and reduced size of 

cultivated land due to insecurity. 

The impact of conflict on children and their communities has been 

profound, including an increase in the number of female-headed 

households, with high number of populations fleeing areas of 

violence. Internally displaced persons, largely displaced due to conflict 

caused by competition between farmers and pastoralists over scarce 

resources, are hosted in twelve IDP camps . In addition, refugees 

fleeing conflict and food insecurity are found in Um Shalaya camp in 

Azoum locality (3,641 people from Chad and CAR), while 1,912 people 

are hosted within the communities of Um Dukhun. Small numbers 

of South Sudanese refugees are also found in Central Darfur. The 

impact of poor living conditions and lack of basic services on displaced 

women, children and other vulnerable groups is profound.

 

Continued 
Population 
Movement

While internally displaced 

persons - and to a lesser degree 

refugees - represent around 

one-fifth of the population of 

Central Darfur, patterns of 

movement have changed in 

2021 and are likely to further 

change in 2022, depending on 

conflict, environmental and 

resource availability. Delivering 

and sustaining services to a 

significant number of displaced 

and community populations 

in the Jebel Marra area in 

particular, will need significant 

focus and resources in 2022, 

which will strain the capacities 

of the Government of Sudan, 

the United Nations and non-

governmental organisations. 

With this in mind, UNICEF is 

working with partners, including 

UNHCR, UNDP and others to 

find durable solutions, focusing 

on rule of law and peacebuilding.
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Access to Jebel Marra  
and Linking Humanitarian  
and Development Issues

Occasional fighting between government forces 

and the armed group Sudan Liberation Army-

Abdul Wahid (SLA/AW) continues in Jebel Marra, 

as does intercommunal clashes resulting in the 

displacement of civilians. Many areas have until 

recently been inaccessible to humanitarian actors. 

In partnership with the United Nations office for 

the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), 

UNICEF has been at the forefront of working 

with the Government of Sudan, the Sudanese 

Liberation Army (SLA) and other stakeholders, 

to increase access and assistance to the Jebel 

Marra region. For example, since 2020 interagency 

missions reached areas such as Baldong, and Golo 

not accessed since the eruption of the conflict 

in 2003. In the meantime, with access to Jebel 

Marra improving and increased investment in 

peacebuilding and conflict resolution, there is a 

growing hope for the return of IDPs to their place of 

origin, and for better service delivery to abandoned 

and damaged villages, and to host communities. 

Moving forward will not only require additional 

resources but also a coordinated effort by UN 

agencies and partners across the three Darfur 

states bordering Jebel Marra. Gaining and sustaining 

access must be carefully negotiated. The dearth of 

services in Jebel Marra presents challenges but also 

presents an opportunity to provide humanitarian 

support in such a way to begin to rebuild systems. 

Conflict and  
Peacebuidling 

 

Conflict - both at the national level as well as the 

locality and community level - is arguably one of the 

greatest bottlenecks to sustainable development 

in Central Darfur. While, for instance, some IDP 

communities continue to return to Jebel Marra and 

other agricultural areas on a seasonal basis to farm 

their lands, a lasting return will not happen without 

the strengthening of conditions for what has been 

described as a ‘safe return.’ This includes, but is 

not limited to, durable solution for the displaced, 

strengthened governance - including access to 

services - as well as a culture of peace and respect 

for rights. 

In 2018, UNICEF, together with UNDP, began a 

two-year programme in Central Jebel Marra (Golo) 

funded by the UN Peacebuilding Fund (PBF) to 

contribute to meeting both immediate and long-

term needs, as well as to address drivers of 

conflict. Also, in 2020/2021, UNICEF partnered with 

UNHCR and UNDP to implement a second PBF in 

two localities (Um Dukhun and West Jebel Marra 

(Nertiti)). The project invests in training of staff in 

conflict-sensitive programming, peacebuilding, and 

climate change adaptation. The work of UNICEF 

is focused upholding the rights of young people 

by supporting services that contribute to social 

cohesion and resilience while also supporting young 

people’s role in their development and that of their 

community.
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KEY 
RESULTS 
IN 2021

 14,882   severely acute malnourished 
(SAM) children were treated 

in 114 out-patient therapeutic 
feeding programme (OTPs)  
and 14 stabilisation centers.

 189,003   bed nets (long-lasting insecticidal 

nets) were distributed.

 274,250 	 	children	under-five received 

polio vaccinations and vitamin A 

supplementation, and  

33,968 children received 

measles vaccinations.

 43   communities in Central Darfur 

were declared as Open 

Defecation Free (ODF), and 

23,468 people were reached 

with sanitation facilities in 2020.

 Seven (7)   schools were selected 

and supported to become 

inclusive, safe and protective 

environments. In addition, 

106 teachers were trained on the 

new curriculum and COVID-19 

prevention, and 106 teachers on 

the safe return to school. 

 23,000   out-of-school children in 

humanitarian settings supported, 

amongst others with school 

supplies and transportation so 

that they could sit for their  

final exams.

 4,967   children received psychosocial 

support and 706 child cases  

were diverted outside the  

formal judiciary system.

 50   unaccompanied or separated 
children were reunified with 

their families.

Unicef budget for Central Darfur:  
USD 9,896,685  

as of 1 April 2022

South
Darfur

West
Darfur

CAR

Mukjar

North
Jebel
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Jebel
MaraNertitiZalingi

Azum

Wadi Salih
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Um Dukhun

CHAD 

North
Darfur

Funds received    15% 

Funding gap    85%  


