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Humanitarian Strategy: 
  
The 2018 UNICEF Sudan humanitarian response strategy targets 2.48 million 
people for assistance, including 1.13 million children. UNICEF has adopted an 
integrated approach to programme delivery and has prioritised assistance based 
on vulnerability, rather than the status of people (IDP, refugee, returnee or host 
community). UNICEF continues to prioritize life-saving humanitarian assistance 
while strengthening programmes for advancing sustainable results in a cost-
effective manner. UNICEF’s humanitarian interventions are in line with upholding 
International Humanitarian Law, the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), 
and humanitarian principles. UNICEF continues to advocate for the rights of the 
most vulnerable children in the conflict-affected areas of Blue Nile and the Nuba 
Mountains, as well as some parts of Jebel Marra in Darfur, though noting that the 
security situation significantly improved in Darfur over the last two years. 
 
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs:  
 
As of the 30th of November, no new Chikungunya cases were recorded in Kassala, 
resulting in a total number of 19,897 cases recorded since the 8th of August 
resulting in containment status for the state. However, the Red Sea state has seen 
a resurgence with 330 new cases recorded in final week of November, up from 147 
new cases the previous week, for a total of 675 cases since the first reported case 
on the 18th of September. Increased cases are limited to Port Sudan and no deaths 
have been recorded. Gedaref State has reached containment status on the 12th of 
November.  
 
In Golo, Central Jebel Marra, Central Darfur, UNICEF, UNAMID and UNDP, in 
collaboration with the local government and national NGOs are engaging with local 
communities through the Joint Sustainable Returns and Peacebuilding (JSRP) 
project. The aim is to create a coordination group to improve the 
comprehensiveness of existing humanitarian interventions and recovery projects, 
including the UNAMID community stabilization projects at the locality level. In 
Golo, the JSRP project baseline survey was conducted between 18-22 November. 
The survey covers the community’s perspectives on Rule of Law, livelihood, land 



 
 

management and basic social services (Child Protection, Education, WASH, and 
Health) and gender for overall social cohesion. The survey results will improve the 
planning for and the targeting, monitoring and tracking of JSRP project activities. 
This will improve understanding of social cohesion in communities and contribute 
to evidence-based emergency and recovery programming.  
 

After the 5th of November, 969 Tigray Ethiopians and 56 Eritreans crossed the 

Sudan/Ethiopia border into Gedaref State fleeing inter-communal disturbances 

between some Ethiopian ethnic groups along the Western Ethiopian borders with 

Sudan. The groups were hosted in two camp locations, Basunda locality and 

Gallabat locality. The Eritrean groups and 16 Tigray are formally seeking asylum 

while 953 Tigray have been willingly returned to agreed areas in Ethiopia through 

coordination with Ethiopian officials. A joint team from different humanitarian 

stakeholders, including UNICEF and under the leadership of UNHCR and Sudan’s 

Commission of Refugees (COR) were deployed to the borders to assess the 

situation of the arrivals and provide first emergency response essential items 

including food and water. 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination:  
 
UNICEF lead sectors (education, nutrition, WASH and child protection have been 
responding to Sudan`s protracted humanitarian needs in the conflict-affected areas 
of Darfur, South Kordofan and the Blue Nile regions as well as high levels of 
undernutrition and outbreaks such as dengue and chikungunya.  
 
The Humanitarian Needs Overview (HNO) 2019, planning exercise was conducted 
at the sub-national level during November, the WASH, Education, Nutrition and 
Child Protection sub-sectors have identified the most vulnerable i.e. People In Need 
(PIN). An estimated 2.8 million under-five children and pregnant and lactating 
women are in need of nutrition services, approximately 3.3 million require WASH 
services about 1.3 million children are in need of education and another 1.6 million 
children are in need of protection-related interventions.  
 



 
 

Sudan and Yemen co-hosted the Global Nutrition Cluster annual meeting in 

Amman, Jordan, attended by over 80 international partners including donors, UN 

agencies and International Non-Governmental Organizations. The Sudan nutrition 

sector presented the nutritional situation within the country, progress and 

challenges, and committed to developing a multi-sectoral, national action-plan. 

This incorporates nutrition-specific and nutrition-sensitive action as well as the 

ongoing nutrition-in-emergencies program. 


