Goal

Reduction of severe and moderate
malnutrition among under-five children
by half

Result

Underweight prevalence declined from

32 per cent to 28 per cent in developing
countries over the past decade. The most
remarkable progress has been in East Asia
and the Pacific.

... but

The high levels of undernutrition in children
and women in South Asia and sub-Saharan
Africa pose a major challenge for child
survival and development. Progress is made
when provision of basic services is combined
with support for initiatives that inform and
empower communities and families
(particularly women) to ensure adequate

nutrient intake and prevent infectious disease.

Issue

Malnutrition is associated with about half of
all child deaths worldwide. Malnourished
children have lowered resistance to infection;
they are more likely to die from common
childhood ailments like diarrhoeal diseases
and respiratory infections; and for those who
survive, frequent illness saps their nutritional
status, locking them into a vicious cycle of
recurring sickness, faltering growth and
diminished learning ability.
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Source for all charts, graphs and tables: UNICEF, 2001.

Countries where under weight prevalence declined by 25 per cent or more
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Percentage of under-fives underweight, 1990 and 2000
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