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South Africa presents both unique opportunities and challenges for UNICEF. Classified as an upper middle-income country, the 
country’s policies and legislative framework are globally admired. 

With a track record of over two decades in the country, South African Country Office (SACO) continues to work towards support-
ing social transformation in a society still scarred by its violent past. 

Against the background of municipal elections and low economic growth in 2016, the Government of South Africa presented its 
progress report to the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) Committee which highlighted progress, including in Elimina-
tion of Mother to Child Transmission (EMTCT) and Early Childhood Development (ECD), as well as persistent challenges facing 
children, including violence, HIV and poor quality education. 

In 2016, UNICEF continued its work with partners to accelerate progress and address bottlenecks in these areas to improve results 
for children in South Africa in line with three core priorities of UNICEF in South Africa, namely early childhood development, 
ending violence against children and supporting results for adolescents.

INtrodUCtIoN
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ECD is a critical component of South Africa’s social protection system and formal pre-school education. With the adoption of the 
Integrated National ECD Policy in December 2015, there is broad political momentum to improve access to quality ECD services. 
In 2016, UNICEF supported the development of the investment case for ECD to ensure that implementation of the National ECD 
Policy is adequately resourced. This was reinforced with human resources capacity-building to improve qualifications and in-ser-
vice training in play-based learning.

On the health front, significant progress was achieved towards the reduction of Mother to Child Transmission (MTCT) with rates 
at 6 weeks declining from 2.7 percent in 2011 to 1.5 percent in 2015. Coverage of early infant diagnosis of HIV and ART in pregnant 
women both increased to over 95 percent. 

In 2016, UNICEF, as a key government partner on EMTCT, led the development of the 5 Year ‘Last Mile’ Plan for EMTCT launched 
by the Minister of Health at the International AIDS Conference in Durban in July. Support also included the analysis of routine data, 
which led to the prioritisation of 14 districts with high numbers of HIV infections in children, for the implementation of innovative 
high-impact EMTCT interventions.

The first nationally-representative study of sexual violence against children in South Africa was published in 2016 and confirmed 
that  one in five school-aged children reported having experienced some form of sexual abuse in their lifetime.  Despite strong legal 
and policy protections for children, implementation remains a challenge. Hence, SACO is focusing on enhancing an understanding 
of what works and supporting evidence-generation to inform the effective implementation of anti-violence policies and laws. 

In 2016, a Cluster Randomised Control Trial (RCT) of the Sinovuyo Teen Parenting Programme was completed. The programme 
aims to reduce maltreatment among children aged 10-17 and the scale-up commenced in 14 sites in the Eastern Cape in order to 
provide evidence, content and focus for the newly-proposed Social Development Act to be developed in 2017.

HIV-prevention and treatment among adolescents, especially girls, is a government priority. Despite progress, work remains to 
be done to cover gaps in adolescent HIV care as only 14 percent of eligible HIV positive adolescents are accessing antiretroviral 
treatment. Lack of age-disaggregated data for adolescent HIV-care remains the biggest challenge. Hence UNICEF is supporting 
analysis to disaggregate adolescent HIV-data on a number of important indicators.

prIorIty ArEAS oF UNICEF SoUth AFrICA
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On the education front, steady improvements in primary school learner performance have been noted in the foundation and inter-
mediate phases. However, performance in the senior phase (Grades 7-9) for mathematics have regressed since 2013. In response 
to this, UNICEF supported the development of teacher training resources for mathematics based on performance in the Annual 
National Assessments (ANA) for Grades, 3, 6 and 9, and 90 master trainers from all provinces have been trained. 

The visibility and communication capacity of SACO continued to expand during the course of 2016. This was shown by the office 
reaching the highest UNICEF Opinion improvement rating globally in the 2016 WIN/Gallup Survey and the highest increase in 
awareness with a rise from 59% in 2015 to 87% in 2016. Through ongoing engagement with various media and corporate 
platforms, an estimated 20 million people in the country have accessed UNICEF branding and visibility products. 

Building on existing robust relationships with private and public donors, new partnerships have been mapped and engaged.  
The UNICEF global brand has proven invaluable in promoting Children’s Rights and Business Principles with the mining sector and 
in establishing a national CEO coalition for children.

In 2017, SACO and its partners will focus on implementing the three core priorities to advance the child agenda in our collective 
effort to leave no child behind.
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In 2016, the Government of South Africa declared eight out of the country’s nine provinces to be ‘drought disaster’ areas. The 
Government has been providing relief to the affected provinces with the help of state-owned entities, the private sector and 
Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) to alleviate the effects of the drought and water shortages. 

In the context of Government leading the relief efforts, UNICEF has partnered with World Vision International (WVI) and the 
Department of Social Development (DSD) to assess the impact of drought on the well-being of children with a focus on child 
protection to enable government to complement the water and food-based interventions which were already underway.  

UNICEF’s involvement was motivated by the fact that the majority of key informants from the local communities reported that the 
drought had contributed to increased family separation, increased child labour, including transactional sex. In addition, over half of 
those interviewed also believed that rates of violence had increased since the onset of the drought. Negative effects on children’s 
behaviour, school attendance, increased stress and change in caregiver’s behaviour, and increased reliance on child labour were 
also reported. 

In an effort to strengthen national standards aligned with international standards and guidelines, SACO provided technical inputs 
to the National Disaster Risk Reduction Strategy in Schools and Minimum Standards for Humanitarian Assistance.

hUmANItArIAN ASSIStANCE
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SACO continues to complement and support government’s efforts in preparedness and timely response to humanitarian situation 
through: 

1) Advocating for multi-sectoral assistance and services in drought-affected areas using the findings of the rapid assessment; 

2) Exploring multi-sectoral standby partnerships with suitable civil society and private sector partners (some of the private sectors 
have emergency funding available); 

3) Capacity building of staff, counterparts, and partners in areas where technical knowledge gaps exist, such as child protection in 
emergencies and education in emergencies; 

4) Coordinating with government and inter-agency forums aligning with government’s priorities and approaches; 

5) Ensuring the integration of children’s issues in all sectoral preparedness and response plans and ensuring that affected children 
have access to basic and protection services; 

6) Strengthening assistance and referral services to affected children, while focusing on child protection and gender based vio-
lence; 

7) Providing technical support to capacity-strengthening of National Disaster Management Committees at national & sub-national 
levels and the implementation of national standards for disaster management and humanitarian assistance;

8) Promoting information collection and coordination using existing sectoral coordination mechanism/ network; 

9) Focusing on resilience-building with complementary and collaborative approaches and levering  development interventions/ 
partnerships for complementing humanitarian needs, using growing inter-linkages between humanitarian, development, and cli-
mate change-related interventions, and exploring/advocating for  cash transfers linked to social protection systems for  immediate 
response and resilience-building.
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UNICEF South Africa has a long history of cooperation with the Government of South 
Africa on Early Childhood Development (ECD).

2016 marked the first year post-approval of the National Integrated Policy for Early 
Childhood Development, approved by the Cabinet in December 2015, which resulted in 
focused efforts to accelerate the implementation of the said policy through the capacity 
development of a broad range of stakeholders and the finalization of a financing 
strategy and an investment case for ECD. In addition to ECD policy engagement, 
UNICEF supports ECD interventions across the health and nutrition, education and 
social development sectors.  

This includes improving child and maternal health through a package of integrated 
neonatal, child and maternal health services at hospitals and linked feeder clinics, with 
a special focus on districts with remote rural areas, including intensifying the tracking of 
HIV-positive mothers and babies for treatment and care to eliminate MTCT. 

Increased focus is placed on improving infant and young child feeding through a 
comprehensive package of high impact child nutrition interventions, including WASH, 
and support integrated management of SAM in select districts. 

Investment is accelerated to strengthen early learning through a series of actions, 
including implementing a quality national early learning curriculum for young children, 
developing and implementing a human resource strategy for early learning, and 
supporting innovation in ECD using mobile technology. 

To help protect children from abuse and violence, Isibindi – a community-based 
programme that aims to promote positive parenting in the most disadvantaged 
families - is supported by UNICEF South Africa. Given strong evidence that access to 
social assistance is associated with improved child outcomes, especially for young 
children, UNICEF is contributing to enhance the efficiency of social grants targeting 
eligible children currently not receiving assistance, particularly children younger than 
two years old.

EArly ChIldhood 
dEvElopmENt
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SACO positioned Adolescent Development as an office-wide priority programme focus to address specific risks that jeopardize the 
realization of the full potential of adolescents. Key problems facing adolescents in South Africa include the risk of exposure to HIV 
and teenage pregnancy, poor quality education and secondary retention, and poverty and social exclusion. 

Additionally, high levels of all forms of violence at home, in the community and at school, including sexual and gender-based 
violence, impact on adolescents’ well-being and are key focus for UNICEF in South Africa. 

SACO is supporting an integrated HIV prevention approach and treatment for adolescents, including in schools, as well as 
improving service provider responses around adolescent sexuality. 

UNICEF is also contributing to improving quality inclusive education through a range of approaches, including in implementing 
education management information systems, developing tools to identify learners at risk of dropout, developing standards for an 
exit qualification for Grade 9 and creating diagnostic tools to improve assessment for learning based on annual national 
assessments performance rates (maths and languages) and on remedial education, among others. 

To help keep girls in school and prepare them for employment, UNICEF provided technical support for the development of a Policy 
Framework for Gender Equality and Equity in Basic Education and supports peer education to address teenage pregnancy, 
violence and other barriers to learning, as while facilitating job placement in the private sector for female graduates of the 
Technogirl programme. 

UNICEF is also assisting in increasing access to social protection for adolescents by expanding child support grants to reach 
eligible adolescents currently not receiving assistance.

rESUltS For 
AdolESCENtS
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Violence is increasingly being recognised as a major concern for adolescents and SACO 
has worked with partners to adapt existing service delivery models to be more 
adolescent-sensitive. 

For example, the formally-evaluated (and found to be effective) Sinovuyo Teens 
programme, shown to reduce violence among adolescents, has been integrated into 
the Isibindi programme, enabling child and youth care workers in the Eastern Cape to 
support adolescents and their caregivers to improve communication and create a more 
positive caregiving environment. 

In addition, the National Association of Child Care Workers is introducing wifi in 
selected Safe Parks and now includes a greater range of sports, creative arts, life skills 
and education support in their Safe Parks. This has led to the increased participation of 
adolescents, who are otherwise at risk of harmful influences. 

UNICEF South Africa has also invested in supporting partners to document the 
experiences of young peoples’ efforts to access justice services, the recommendations 
of which will be used to inform new programme interventions in 2017. 

Violence in schools is addressed through the Safe and Caring Child-Friendly School 
Framework and School Safety Framework, as well as the implementation of Sport and 
Music for Development programmes that build resilience and life skills.

ENdINg vIolENCE 
AgAINSt ChIldrEN
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SACO’s capacity development initiatives contribute to Government’s efforts to accelerate the implementation of policies and 
improve the quality of services for children through improving the knowledge and skills of Government and NGOs.  

In collaboration with Stellenbosch University, support was provided to the Department of Basic Education to strengthen the 
capacity of national and provincial officials to manage and use data for decision-making. In 2016, this effort was cascaded to a 
district level given the strong focus in the National Development Plan and the DBE’s Action Plan to 2019: Towards Schooling 2030 
in strengthening district 
support to schools.

Through a partnership between UNICEF, the University of Johannesburg, University of South Africa, Vodacom, and Microsoft, a 
university-accredited training course on integration of ICT into teacher development was developed and implemented for E-learn-
ing Specialists and Teacher Centre Managers.

SACO built capacity in health systems-strengthening and mean corpuscular hemoglobin (MCH), and neonatal nurses and doctors 
were trained in the new-born improvement framework and Helping Babies Breathe (HBB) programme. 

Knowledge and skills of national and districts healthcare professionals was strengthened through quality improvement in 
contraceptive services, sterilization, maternal and child death reviews and root cause analysis. 

Primary health care workers and community health outreach workers in KwaZulu-Natal and the Eastern Cape were capacitated 
with improved hand-washing tools in delivering integrated services for the maternal, new-born and adolescent groups. 

To strengthen the implementation of violence-prevention programmes, UNICEF South Africa partnered with key NGOs to build 
capacity and integrate Sonke MenCare, a programme designed to encourage men’s participation in caregiving, within the Isibindi 
family while strengthening the model pioneered by NACCW.

CApACIty dEvElopmENt
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Leveraging evidence through technical policy dialogues and public advocacy is a key UNICEF 
South Africa Country Office (SACO) strategy for the scale-up of good practice and models, and 
for mobilizing public awareness and attention to key child rights issues.

Examples in 2016 include a study carried out with the Department of Social Development (DSD) 
and South Africa Social Security Agency (SASSA) on the Child Support Grant (CSG), which 
assessed grant take-up and exclusion rates among eligible children and identified barriers to 
grant access and drivers of exclusion. SASSA is using this study’s recommendations to develop 
targeted 
strategies to expand coverage of the CSG.

UNICEF supported an analysis of the structural determinants of violence against children in 
South Africa and a report on the opportunities and risks associated with children accessing online 
content as part of the global Kids Online initiative. Together with a Diagnostic Review (bottleneck 
analysis), the government is now using this body of evidence to develop a national improvement 
plan that will guide inter-ministerial efforts to accelerate prevention and early intervention 
programmes in 2017. 

The 3 feet approach, pioneered and documented by SACO in selected districts, was adopted in 
the new Integrated Plan for Reduction in Maternal, Neonatal and Child Deaths. The analysis 
of district and facility level PMTCT and HIV infant-testing data led to the prioritisation of districts 
for the elimination of MTCT as per the Last Mile Plan to eliminate MTCT. 

UNICEF also initiated a public discussion on the domestication of the SDGs and children. In 
collaboration with the South Africa Human Rights Commission (SAHRC), SACO supported a 
study on six global goals for children which provided equity analysis of progress and disparities 
for children in South Africa. It was amplified by a successful launch which galvanized attention on 
the opportunities and challenges to make the SDGs work for children and generated significant 
media interest, reaching over 3 million viewers and listeners through TV and radio interactions. 

EvIdENCE gENErAtIoN, AdvoCACy 
ANd polICy dIAlogUE
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SACO continued to establish and nurture strategic partnerships with various Government departments, corporate partners, civil 
society and academic institutions who share our mandate or have influence on issues affecting children. These partnerships 
promoted evidence-generation and evidence-based advocacy, capacity development, identification and promotion of innovations.

SACO continued to roll out a Private Fundraising and Partnerships Strategy aiming to diversify income streams through corporate 
engagement and individual giving. UNICEF South Africa’s corporate engagement for 2016 included strengthening the partnership 
with the Westin Hotel in support of ECD, while re-activating partnerships with Mango Airlines and Ster Kinekor (focusing on 
communication). 

New partnerships to mobilize resources, advocate for children rights and leverage resources for children were established with 
Ernest E. and Brendalyn Stempel Foundation (ECD and Child Protection), H&M (ECD), South African Airways Cargo (cargo),  
Lanseria Airport and Ogilvy (communication), as well as the Graham and Rhona Beck Foundation and Titans Cricket (Child 
Protection). 

Strategic discussions with the private sector focused on the mining sector and engaging corporates on the SDGs and the 
Children’s rights agenda. SACO hosted a side event on children at during the South African Mining Indaba in Cape Town in February. 

In addition, SACO provided comments to the new Mining Charter and is in dialogue with two leading companies in the sector 
to further explore impacts of the industry – positive and negative – on children’s rights. SACO also hosted its first CEO breakfast 
meeting with 10 high-profile leaders discussing business, the SDGs and Child Rights, which was the start of more regular CEO 
breakfasts in 2017.

pArtNErShIpS
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UNICEF South Africa reached the highest UNICEF Opinion improvement globally as per the 
2016 WIN/Gallup Survey (up 22 points from the previous year), and the highest increase in 
awareness (up 28 points).

Communication for public advocacy was provided for Child Protection Week, the World 
AIDS Conference in Durban, the 16 Days of Activism campaign, and the World 
Breastfeeding Conference. A new partnership with the South African Institute of 
International Affairs was secured which entailed speaking engagements with youth 
focusing on water, sanitation and the SDGs. 

SACO enjoys strong relations with several communication platforms in the country, 
thereby collectively reaching an estimated 20 million people. UNICEF South Africa videos 
were broadcasted at the Lanseria Airport (2.4 million travellers annually), on Mango Airlines 
flights (2 million passengers) and at Ster Kinekor cinemas (reaching 19 million viewers 
annually) along with print materials featured in Destiny magazines and the South African 
Airways’ inflight magazine Sawubona (one million readers). In partnership with cable 
channel Supersport, an #EndViolence video spot featuring UNICEF ambassador David 
Beckham’s animated tattoos reached over 20 million viewers.

Facebook fans increased to over 65,500 while Twitter followers increased to almost 14,000. 
Twenty two interviews with UNICEF experts by media platforms on child rights topics were 
facilitated, thus amplifying advocacy and fundraising efforts. 

On UNICEF’s 70th Anniversary, SACO partnered with the Women in the Arts Awards on 8 
December, during which UNICEF Tiny Story author, 7-year old Michelle Nkamankeng 
received the ‘Girl Child of Promise Award’.  The UNICEF brand was also given prominence 
outside major airports and in the Johannesburg city centre, while a photo exhibition was 
produced and displayed for two months at the Lanseria airport.

A series of reports were launched, including the Child Gauge Report, the Lancet Series on 
Early Childhood Development, the ‘Progress in reducing exclusion from South Africa’s Child 
Support Grant’ report, and ‘Global Goals for Every Child’ report.

ExtErNAl CommUNICAtIoN 
ANd pUblIC AdvoCACy
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UNICEF South Africa facilitated and hosted a number of official learning and exchange visits to South Africa from other countries. 

These included a delegation from the United States in February, consisting of two senior officials from the US Federal Ministry 
of Education and six senior academics from the technical centres supported by the Office of Special Education Programs from 
the Universities of North Carolina-Charlotte, Kansas and Connecticut, which undertook a return exchange visit to South Africa 
focusing on inclusive education, drop-out prevention and care and support. They interacted with the Minister of Basic Education 
and Department staff. 

Discussions are currently underway with the DBE to customise Positive Behavioural Interventions and Supports (PBIS) for the 
South African context.

In April, a high-level delegation from Mozambique travelled to South Africa to meet with government officials and learn from their 
experience in implementing cash grants targeting children in under-resourced communities. Facilitated by the UNICEF offices 
in Maputo and Pretoria, the visit was in response to a request from the Government of Mozambique to be exposed to practical 
examples from within the region. The delegation learned about the policy, legislative and institutional framework governing South 
Africa’s social development strategy and grant system and implementation strategies.
 
The main result from this visit was to draw practical lessons from South Africa’s decades-long experience with social assistance 
to help inform the design and implementation of Mozambique’s incipient child grant programme.

In September, a visit from a high-level delegation of 12 officials from Nepal, facilitated by UNICEF Nepal and SACO, focused on 
learning, child protection and justice systems in South Africa. The Nepalese delegation learned how child rights-related institutions, 
structures and mechanisms are designed and functioning in South Africa as examples for the reform of the child protection system 
in Nepal.

SoUth-SoUth ANd trIANgUlAr 
CoopErAtIoN
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A 2016-2017 Innovation Strategy was produced, focusing on the mainstreaming of innovation as 
a critical enabler to support results for children in the UNICEF South Africa programme 
implementation. Examples of innovations in 2016 to accelerate the delivery of results for children 
include:

Last Mile Plan for EMTCT: Simple monitoring systems (cascades, dashboards), for continuous 
performance monitoring, with a focus on numbers rather than percentages leads to better 
prioritization of districts for the Last Mile Plan for EMTCT and across the MCH continuum, as well 
as a decentralized and continuous review of bottlenecks and actions.

EMA App Project: Formative work using participatory action research was undertaken and an 
Ecological Momentary Assessment App for Adolescents Living with HIV was completed.

The TechnoGirl: This programme enables girls to make informed career choices in the Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) areas. For 2016, the TechnoGirl programme 
benefited 3,750 girls. The girls followed a structured job-shadowing programme during school 
holidays offered by over 100 companies that participate in the programme.

RapidPro: A pilot project to retrieve key information from HIV positive mothers was rolled out 
in three districts in Kwa Zulu-Natal via SMS, in an effort to address the bottlenecks in the health 
system related to the Prevention of Mother-to-Child Transmission of HIV (PMTCT). Information is 
made available in real time on a dashboard which can inform stakeholders and support 
appropriate actions.  

Project Namola reporting app: Project Namola is a reporting app for smart phones whereby 
users have the ability to report crimes in progress or crimes that have taken place. 

In November 2016, SACO became a pilot country in East and Southern Africa (ESARO) for mon-
itoring and measuring  the use of  the Internet of Good Things (IoGT). The IoGT helps to bridge 
the digital divide and connects the unconnected to information and tools that improve their lives. 

MomConnect: 1 million pregnant women and mothers received support through MomConnect 
in 2016, a programme that links pregnant women and mothers to healthcare through mobile 
technology.

INNovAtIoN
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UNICEF South Africa continued to strengthen multi-sectorial linkages and integration which contributed to effective and efficient 
programming in 2016. This included:

•	 Development of the new National Strategic Plan for HIV, Sexually transmitted infections (STIs) and Tuberculosis (TB) 2017 
– 2022 (NSP) which emphasizes the need for a comprehensive multi-sectoral prevention program. The NSP prioritizes bio-
medical prevention and treatment programmes (PMTCT, paediatric and adolescent HIV, TB and STIs) as well as the structural 
drivers of HIV infection (gender-based violence, stigma and discrimination, economic deprivations, etc.)

•	 National adolescent and youth prevention efforts, including the ‘She Conquers’ campaign. This is a 3-year campaign (2016- 
2019) which focusses on the prevention of HIV and teenage pregnancy, keeping girls in school, addressing gender-based 
violence and creating economic opportunities for adolescent girls and young women aged 15-24 years.

•	 UNICEF’s ‘The WASH Challenge’ was broadcast on the ‘Bona Retsang’ youth programme on SABC 1 television from June 
to August, reaching over 1 million listeners. The WASH Challenge is a game show which highlights hygienic practices and 
spreads awareness in communities across South Africa. 

•	 In support of Mom Connect, a programme that links pregnant women and mothers to healthcare through mobile technology, 
six videos were developed and promoted on SACO’s and other partners’ social media platforms and a social media plan was 
developed.

•	 As a curtain-raiser to the global Early Childhood Development campaign, a Critical Thinking Forum on play and early            
stimulation was organised in November 2016.

•	 As part of the global Shout Out for Health initiative and in collaboration with the Children’s Radio Foundation, UNICEF South 
Africa is supporting the empowerment of an estimated 1,000 children and youth in South Africa on health issues through     
media training and is reaching over 800,000 community members through youth programmes broadcast on community        
radios.

INtEgrAtIoN ANd CroSS-SECtorAl 
lINkAgES

UNICEF SoUth AFrICA 2016 ANNUAl rEport 16



SACO continues to have a strong partnership with South African Human Rights Commission (SAHRC), which resulted in the joint 
publication Global Goals for Every Child: Progress and Disparities among Children in South Africa. 

This partnership gave effect to a joint side event during the Mining Indaba in February 2016, where UNICEF and the SAHRC, 
together with the CEO’s of key mining houses highlighted the importance of Child Rights and Business Principles in the mining 
industry. 

Also in February 2016.UNICEF South Africa attended the 73rd Pre-Sessional Working Group of the CRC together with the SAHRC 
and other national NGO’s for a confidential dialogue on the Second State Party Report on the implementation of the CRC and 
South Africa’s Initial Country Report on the Optional Protocol on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography, 
which provided the opportunity to engage on key child rights priorities. 

The concluding observations of the Committee on the CRC and the OPSC were analysed by SACO for inclusion in its new country 
programme as well as for immediate areas of support to the Government of South Africa. UNICEF South Africa continues to advo-
cate for the ratification of the Optional Protocol to the CRC on a Communications Procedure, such as the ACRWC. 

UNICEF South Africa contributed to the joint UN Country report for the UPR on South African which will also provide a platform 
for joint UN collaboration on the UPR recommendations in 2017. 

All SACO programmes are based on the human rights-based approach to programming to ensure rights based and equity focussed 
results for children.

hUmAN rIghtS ApproACh to 
progrAmINg
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In 2016, UNICEF South Africa continued to advocate for girls’ secondary education as 
evidenced in the TechnoGirl programme which benefited 3,750 girls during the year. 
These girls are following a structured job-shadowing programme during school holidays 
offered by over 100 companies that participated in the programme this year. 

There are ongoing efforts to interest more companies to support the programme. A 
database for the alumni of the programme has been developed to ensure that progress 
of beneficiaries is being tracked during their study years. 

In addition, gender-based violence (GBV) has been integrated in different partnerships. 
UNICEF South Africa has forged a partnership with iSchool Africa Trust which uses high 
technology to build capacity of young people as agents of change in their communities. 

The partnership had a special focus on raising awareness on GBV while promoting 
social cohesion among learners from selected 131 schools. Up to 89 percent of edu-
cators believed learners had better understanding of GBV as a result of the campaign. 
The attitude towards gender norms dramatically changed by 97 percent once learners 
gathered information on GBV, created their own films and had dialogues with others.

Gender mainstreaming remained a priority for UNICEF South Africa and gender disag-
gregated data was promoted in all studies that UNICEF supported which provided equi-
ty analysis and contributed to designing interventions aimed at closing or narrowing the 
gap of gender inequalities in schools, social grant access, and economic opportunities.

gENdEr EqUAlIty

UNICEF SoUth AFrICA 2016 ANNUAl rEport 18



Results of the assessment were used to advocate with government and other partners to raise awareness and mobilise imme-
diate responses as well as to invest in supporting long-term resilience-building through strengthening child protection systems. 
SACO, together with the NACCW, encourages children and adolescents to use the Safe Parks in the Eastern Cape supervised by 
trained CYCWs. To date 18,529 children and adolescents have been served by 337 qualified CYCWs. 

A component of the Safe Parks is the Food and Gardening Programme where youth at each of the 14 Safe Parks are trained in 
organic gardening. 

In addition, three youth radio programmes were established in partnership with three community radio stations, with programmes 
produced by youth selected from the Safe Parks programme. Environmental conservation and recycling are regular topics and the 
total number of listeners reached by the weekly radio programmes at the radio stations is estimated at 472,000.

As part of the Greening the Blue initiative, SACO supports the prohibition of plastic plates, glasses, etc. inside office premises, 
as well as the installation of individual light switches, the installation of motion sensors and timers for security lights, the devel-
opment of a proposal to generate enough solar power as back-up source, as well as the use of coded recycling bins and recycling 
paper through a recycling company. In addition, air travel is undertaken only when video conferencing is not going to produce the 
desired results. Network printing is the rule and printing by each computer is monitored.

ENvIroNmENtAl 
SUStAINAbIlIty
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ACroNymS
ACRWC African Charter of the Rights and Welfare of the Children

ACSA Airports Company South Africa

ASM All-staff meeting

BCP Business continuity plan

BNLSS Botswana, Namibia, Lesotho, Swaziland and South Africa

DBE Department of Basic Education

CDC Center of Disease Control

C4D Communication for Development

CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women

CEO Chief Executive Officer

CI Children’s Institute

CJCP Centre for Justice and Crime Prevention

CPIE Child Protection in Emergencies

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child

CSG Child Support Grant 

CwB Clowns without Borders

DCST District Clinical Specialist Teams

DoJCD Department of Justice and Constitutional Development

DSD Department of Social Development

CSG Child Support Grant

CSTL Care and Support and Supply for Teaching and Learning 

EIE Education in Emergencies

EMIS Education Management Information System 

EMTCT Elimination of Mother to Child Transmission

F2F Face to Face

GBV Gender Base Violence

GoSA Government of South Africa

GSSC Global Shared Services Center

HBB Helping Babies Breathe

HIV Human Immunodeficiency Virus

ICT Information and Communication Technology

IoGT Internet of Good Things

KZN KwaZulu-Natal

MP4R Managing People for Results

MOSS Minimum operating security standards

NACCW National Association of Child Care Workers

NDMC National Disaster Management Committee

NSP National Strategic Plan

OIAI Office of Internal Audit and Investigations

OIC Officer In Charge

OIP Office improvement plan

OPSC Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 

sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography

PBIS Positive behaviour interventions and support

PE Physical Education

PMTCT Prevention of mother-to-child transmission

PoA 

to End 

VAW/C

Programme of Action to End Violence Against Women and Children

PBIS) Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports 

PrEP Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis

PSFR Private Sector Fundraising

PWG Procurement Working Group

RSM Residential Security Measures

SAA South African Airways

SABC South African Broadcasting Corporation

SACO South Africa Country Office

SAHRC South Africa Human Rights Commission 

SAPS South Africa Police Service

SDG Sustainable Development Goals

SMS Short message service

SASSA South African Social Security Agency

STEM Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics

STI Sexually transmitted infections

TB Tuberculosis

TOA Table of Authority 

UPR Universal periodic review

VoIP Voice over IP

3 Feet 

approach

Gives healthcare workers the necessary tools to respond to 

community health needs in a simplified way to support healthcare 

workers to provide quality care for mothers and young babies, manage 

illnesses such as TB and HIV and promote community engagement to 

improve health care outcomes.
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