
Active learning@Home provides parents and caregivers with easy-to-do CAPS-based activities per Grade to support their children's learning at home 

Autumn is a fun time to learn 

Parent Corner 
The Active Learning@Home series 
will assist to keep our children 
learning and developing with the 
support of parents in a fun, helpful 
and convenient manner, making 
use of objects around the house. On 
this page you will find easy-to-do 
activities you can do with your child, 
as well as other information to 
support your young child in Grade 

R. It is important to be involved in 
the learning and development of 
your Grade R child at home. From 
experience we know that children 
whose parents are involved with 
their learning at home do better in 
class. Today's first activity focuses 
on counting, shapes, sizes and 
texture. These are important bases 
to help them to solve complex 
mathematical problems in later 
Grades. The other activity focuses 
on the learning of new words 
(vocabulary). 

Book of the day 
Today is a very busy day is a story 
about a little girl who goes to town 
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with her mother. She
experiences a lot of 
different things. Talk 
to your child about 
what the little girl 
experiences. 

Download this book (it's free and 
use no data) on your smart phone: 
https://bookdash.datafree.co/books 
/a-very-busy-day/ 

Online Resources 
FREE online 
applications 
(Apps) recognised 
by the 
Department of 
Basic Education 
(linked to the 
curriculum) are 
available. 

These provide support materials in 
all languages for several Grades. 

2Ena I register here: 
htt s: www.2enable.or 

Also visit the DBE's Cloud at: 
https:// d becloud.org.za. 

Learning together is FUN
Do the following activities with your child. It is linked to the work that he or she is already doing in 

class. In this way you help him or her to stay up to date with his or her learning. 

Building blocks for reading 

Use an old magazine or advertisement 
brochure from a shop and select three different 

pictures that are similar. For example, a picture 
of an orange, apple and banana (these are 
similar as fruits); or a coat, vest and jacket 
(similar as clothes). If you cannot find pictures 
you can draw these too. Show the three 
pictures to your child and ask him or her 
questions about the pictures. 

Below we use as an example for the three fruits: 

Parent: "What is the same between these 3 
pictures?" 
Child: "They are fruits" or similar. (Remember to 
gently guide your child if he or she struggles.) 
Parent: "What are the differences between these 
3 fruits?" 
Child: "They taste different" or "They are different 
colours". 

In this activity the child learns how things can 
be similar in one way and different in another 
way, and the words that are needed to describe 
this. 

Play today 

Sorting and comparing 

Start this activity with this number rhyme and 
let the child say it aloud with you: 

One, two, three, four, five 
Once I caught a fish alive 
Six, seven, eight, nine, ten 
Then I let him go again 
Why did you let him go? 
Because it bit my finger sore 
Which finger did he bite? 
This little finger on my right!! 

Let your child repeat this often and make the 
body movements that link to some words. 

Now, let's do something fun where you will help 
your child to learn about sorting and 
comparing. Collect different leaves outside. 

Place these in front of 
your child. Ask your 
child to close his  
eyes and touch the 
different leaves. 
Ask your child to
compare the 
shapes, sizes (big and small) and textures (how 
it feels) of the different leaves. Ask her to explain 
this using as many words as he or she knows 
(expressive language). 

In this fun way your child learns about shapes, 
sizes and textures - the building blocks for 
mathematics. 

Healthy Habits 
I am an autumn leaf: Explain to your child that you are going 
to play a game where both of you will pretend to be autumn 
leaves falling from a tree. 

Wash your hands regularly 
with soap and clean water for 

20 seconds. 

You start and give simple instructions, such as: "the leaf drops 
slowly", and both you and your child do the action with your 
bodies. 
Follow this with "the leaf 
flies away in the wind"; 
"the leaf sways on a small 
branch"; "the leaf bumps 
into another leaf". 

Continue and have lots of 
fun. I Today's colour is blue: Allow the child to look for blue objects Iaround the house and name them. Help if the child doesn't 

know. 

Remember to keep it PLAYFUL and FUN. That is how children learn. 
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Content based on the CAPS for this grade 
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