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To the children of South Africa

The Government of South Africa wrote a
special plan that will help to make sure that
the rights of all children are protected and
implemented. It does not matter whether
you live in a city, a township, village or
farm. This plan is for all children. It does
not matter whether you are a baby, in
primary school, a teenager, a child with a
disability, a girl or a boy. It's for youl!

This book gives a special summary that explains to children
what the most important things are what we cover in this
National Plan of Action for Children. We want to make sure
that all children are healthy; are able to learn; feel safe and
protected; can play and have fun; are included in all activities;
and participate in matters affecting them.

Join me and all the other children in the country on this train
ride! We can learn and work together in realising the rights of
South Africa’s children. We will also learn about the rights and
responsibilities that go with them.

Putting children first

Ms Veliswa Baduza
Director-General Department of VWomen, Children and Persons with Disabilify




Hi there kids.
My name is Thandi and | am going
to tell you more about South Africa’s
special plan just for children. | have a
few frlends to help mel

Hi everyone!
My name is Kobus and
| am Thandi’s friend. | will
help her to tell you more
about our country’s special
plan for kids.
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Hi all.
| am RIGHTS. | will tell you more
about children’s rights, while we

all learn about the National Plan
of Action for Children.

Hi boys and girls.
| am Ravi and will help
Thandi and Kobus to tell
you more about the
National Plan of Action

for Children.

help you to better understcm
National Plan of ‘Actio
-~ for Cchil_dren.l 1
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The NPAC brings together
all the promises that the government
has made to ensure that children’s
rights are protected and
implemented.

The NPAC fells you step-by-step the
things that need to be done to ensure
that children are healthy, protected,
feel safe, are well taken care of,
educated and able to take part in
matters important to them.

The NPAC makes sure that the
government takes its duties seriously
and attends fo the rights of all children
in the country. The plan is based on the
responsibilities of the different parts of
government fo ensure that children’s rights
are protected, promoted and fulfilled.

The NPAC gives information on
what needs to happen to make
sure that the rights of children are
implemented, who is responsible for
these rights and by when (the date
actions need to be completed).



Great idea Kobus! .
We can call it the NPAC Train!
And in each cart of the train we will
discover a different part of the NPAC.
It is going to be funl

But first tell us how
the government developed
the NPAC?
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> g . South Africa’s Constitution
R 2. UN Convention on the Rights
W of the Child
e e 0 g 3. African Charter on the Rights

and Welfare of the Child

all the important documents

that tell us about the rights of .
childreE. TEley Ek:e w(riitten on 4. Naffonai DGVEIOPmehf plah
this blackboard. . .
5. All laws in South Africa that
talk about children
e
A
: And then they started

to write the National Plan of
Action for Children, for the
period 2012 to 2017.

E ¥ Yes, and then the government

X @ asked a lot of people, including

§ h S children, what they think should
A be in the NPAC.




NPAC is allabout.
Are you ready?
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*. Look! Every parcel
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. make sure that
- children are healthy.
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- Know your rights to health

-

let's read about your right to
health. Remember that along with
your rights, you also have {
responsibilities. .

g
- - : Girls and boys, o AN "t

Children have the right to be : b
well fed... =
and they have the responsibility _ N
Children have the right to not fo waste food. —-_—-:-—-——-_TF:
good health care... o T A _ i
and they have the responsibility to - 7
take good care of themselves. .
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" is about making sure that childre
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All children have fhe"..
right to learn and
develop. This includes
the rights of babies
and young children to
receive all they need to
grow, the right to good
education, the right fo
play, the right to a
clean environment,
and many more rights.
In this cart you will
see some parcels that
make sure that children
receive these rights.



Wow! There are nine
parcels in this cart.
Each parcel tells us

what the NPAC will do education
to make sure children for all
learn and develop. children

Teenagers
receive

——

their culture
and heritage,
 and respect
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Children with
disabilities are
included and

Quality is when
something is good
and useful.

| Children bave [
an environment #5
| thatis cdlean [

Children with
disabilities... see
+ _description on

T WA : L _F,,...-" page 24.
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Know your rights fo devel
and education (3%,

Girls and boys,
we are going fo read about
your right fo development and
education.

| Children have the right to a good education...
and the responsibility to do their homework =
and listen to their teachers. :

Children have the right to
play, relax and join all
kinds of activities...
and they have the
responsibility to
include everyone in their

gomes.ond activities.

Children have the right to be
included whatever their abilities are...
and they have the responsibility to
respect others for their differences.
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 Our Constifution promises
' that all children have the
right to be safe, protec
* and cared for.
;a8 Thiﬁlinclpdes the right to
- ' be protected from abuse
the right to have your
birth registered (name =~ |
and nationality); the right - 1 \
be treated separately |
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he right fo care and MQ ¥

ion when youdo i

\

The third cart is how

to make sure thatall

children in‘our country -

are safe and feel
protected.

You will see it carries

lots of parcels, as there

3 are mo'n§ ings in the

NPAC to ma
that you

safe, protect

ca rq.d
| .

N /)




_ [
Vool i : Special care and
i/ : '/ ‘ Profec‘rion for
AL children living and

working on the streets

B bl équr,b‘bnt 125 ——

~ parcels in the third

~ These are some o f
~ thingsinthe NPAC [
~ that will make sure that
~ children are safe
f . A0 profected! |
it 4 R i

sexual abuse
of children

Specidl care
for children
living in
child-headed
{ bhouseholds

children is
wrong

B - i and child labour b

proted'mh .fi_ ‘ .I N e Ii{ i
- Y - e e, P /' J
foster care birth is l protected from |

i
1“

receive care : | y
il registered rugs an
and support |} 9 loabol

o

& L) " il '|
rphans are children
% # i i d s I

: i f 33 B " vz - £ i —— . il those parents have die

! !. Pi» X
e |
'.n-h’:'_ﬂ l“.‘f'k

' e

= = "
.
houTE
Al
' ,,/AA > =

L]



.I*"'_#r el e e

W

Children have the right to be protected
= from abuse, cruelty and neglect...
and they have the : -
responsibility not to bully vy
or harm others. UM

Girls and boys, this part
is about your right to
protection. What does it
“mean to have the right

oro ecti

Children have the right to be loved : -
and protected from harm... "F‘_'J“-"

and they have the responsibility to

love and take care of others.

e Bwmeali |

il e i right to
make mistakes...
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Girls and boys, this pal‘r' S/
about your right to housmg

Know-y four rights i‘o a

Children have the right to a
clean environment...
and they have the responsibility

detcr ond food What doss 4" ,4 i1 e Al A not fo litter and to keep it clean. g,

Children have the right to a safe
: and comfortable home...
and they have the responsibility |
to keep it clean and tidy. .




We are now looking at the last
cart of the NPAC Train. This cart
deals with another important right of
children — the right fo participate in
matters affecting them. It also looks at
other important rights that are close to
the right fo participate.

Children have the right to
participate in matters affecting
them (and most things in life
affect children). Children also
have the right to have access
togdaformation in a way they
nderstand it; the right

eedom of expression
gnd thought; and the right of
freedom of association.
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Barney, help us to
understand a few
words.

Six parcels! These are
the important rights
of participation and

access fo information for

children.

seriously

Cbzldrens
views cre
respected
and taken

“Children have

access fo all
information
that is
imp ortant
’ro fhem

Children are
included as
citizens

Children have
freedom
of thought

.ﬂ

Freedom
of
expression

Association is when
people come together for
different reasons.

Thought is something you
think.

Expression is a way to
give a message. It can be
in words, in writing, in
art or in actions.

Citizen means to be part
of the country.

Access to information
means that important
things that you need to
know are presented in a
language and a way that
you understand.
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% Children have the right
to freedom of thought
and religion...
and they have the
responsibility to respect
the thoughts and
religions of others.
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Some more explanations of
words used in this book

Laws: rules made by the government and which everybody should follow.

Rights: those things that every child should be able to do or should have for

their survival, protection, development and participation.
Responsibility: is a duty or task that you are required or expected to do.
Child: anyone younger than 18 years.

Children with disabilities: All children are different, but this is what makes
children so interesting. Some are tall, some are small, some have blue

eyes, some have brown eyes, some have disabilities, and children speak
all different kinds of languages. Children with disabilities are children like
all other children, but they do things a bit differently. A child who cannot
see, for example, will read by feeling dotted letters called braille. A child

who cannot hear or speak, uses his hands to sign the words and sentences.

Some children move around with crutches, special shoes or wheelchairs,
as it is difficult for them to walk and run. Some children take a bit longer
to understand, but if we give them time and use simple language, they
can learn and do things with other children. If we remember that each one
of us is different, we will all find different ways of playing together. It is

important for us to find places to play where wheelchairs can move around
easily. If we all learn to use our hands when we speak, we can understand

each other. If we help each other to understand the rules of games that we
play and explain to everybody what is happening around us, especially to
those children who cannot see, we can all play, learn and live together.

National Development Plan: a plan that tells us what government plans to
do until the year 2030 to decrease poverty, create more jobs for people,
improve the education for children, make health care services better for

- everybody and how our communities can be safe places for all to live in..

South African Constitution: the highest or most important law of the
country. It provides information on how the country is organised and
includes the rights and responsibilities of all who live in the country.

1 United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child: is an agreement

that lists all the rights that children have in all parts of the world. South

I} Africa decided to agree to the Convention on 16 June 1995, which means

that the government should make sure that every child has all the rights in

Il the Convention.

African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child: : is an agreement

. that lists all the rights that children have in all parts of Africa. South Africa

decided to agree to the Charter on 7 January 2000, which means that
the government should make sure that every child has all the rights in the

| Charter.

| Child abuse: any kind of harm done to children, including neglect,

physical, sexual or mental violence by someone who is responsible for

| them, or has power or control over them, who they should be able to trust.
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B 0ur children are the rock on which our
future will be built, our grecatest asset as
a nation. They will be the leaders of our
country, the creators of our national wecilth,
those who care for and protect our people. -

Nelson Mandela (3 June 1995)

women, children &
people with disabilities
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