
India 
General Country
Profile 

Population: 1.3 billion.
Child population (aged 0-18 years): 444 million. 
Adolescent population (aged 10-19 years): 253 
million.

India is the world’s fifth largest economy.

Kashmir, a Himalayan territory divided between 
India and Pakistan and claimed by both in its 
entirety, remains a highly contentious issue 
resulting in sporadic (and often violent) clashes.

There are 705 ‘Scheduled Tribes’ that constitute 
8.6 per cent of the total population (and 10.2
per cent of the child population). Around 92 per 
cent of tribal people live in rural areas. More
than 2 out of 5 tribal households are in the poorest 
wealth quintile, compared with just over 1 in 10 
non-tribal households. 

Life chances in India are largely determined by 
the social stratification of the caste system.   

Pervasive norms and attitudes on the value of 
girls and women continue to have far-reaching
consequences for India’s development.   

GDP per capita: USD 2,169 which gives Middle-In-
come Country (MIC) status. The proportion living 
in extreme poverty (USD 1.90 a day) is 21 per 
cent. (Of the estimated 1 billion extremely poor 
people globally, 60 per cent live in India and 
Bangladesh).
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This map is stylized and not to scale. The information shown on this map does 
not imply official recognition or endorsement of and physical, political boundaries 
or feature names by the United Nations or other collaborative organizations. UN 
OCHA and affiliated organizations are not liable for damages of any kind related 
to the use of this data. 



India Key Indicators on Children   

Under-five mortality Sample Registration
System (SRS) 

Comprehensive
National Nutrition
Survey (CNNS) 

Comprehensive
National Nutrition
Survey (CNNS)  

SRS

Rapid Survey on
Children (RSOC) 

Joint Monitoring
Programme (JMP)

WHO-JMP

35%

33%

122 per 100,000
live births

75%   

49% 

26%  

2015 - 2017

2013 - 2014   

2017  

2017    

2018 

2016 - 2018 

2016 - 2018 

Stunted children five years 
of age  

Underweight children (under five
years of age)  

Maternal mortality   

Net primary school attendance
(grades 1-5)

Population using safely 
managed drinking water 
(rural areas) 

Population defecating in the open 

National AIDS
Control
Organisation
(NACO)

National Family
Health Survey-4
(NFHS-4)

0.22 %

27%  

2017

2015 - 2016

Adult HIV prevalence      

Child marriage1 

Census

NFHS-4

4%

80%  

2011

2015 - 2016

Child labour (5–14 years)     

Birth registration (under-five
children) 

Indicator                                                   Value                 Year            Source 

36 per 1,000
live births

[1] Refers to women (20-24 years) of age married under legal age of marriage
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Biggest challenges facing children and 
UNICEF targets for 2018–2022 

• Out-of-school children: An estimated 6.1 million children aged 6-13 remain 
out of school, while another 20 million children do not attend pre-school.

•  Learning outcomes remain a key challenge: millions of children complete 
primary schooling without achieving foundational numeracy and literacy skills.

•  Neonatal mortality: contributes to 58 per cent of under-five deaths

•  Safe drinking water: Less than 50 per cent of the population has access to 
clean drinking water.

•  WASH in schools: 46 per cent of primary schools still don’t have the three 
WASH facilities (toilet,
handwashing stations and drinking water).

•  Open defecation: 26 per cent of the rural population defecates in the open1. 

•  Adolescent empowerment: Adolescent girls in India experience multiple 
layers of vulnerability, based on sex, age, caste, socio-economic status and 
geography. These include poor nutritional status (40 per cent are anaemic), early 
marriage (27 per cent) and early childbearing (8 per cent), as well as issues 
related to reproductive health and empowerment.

• Vulnerabilities to natural hazards, particularly floods and drought, continue to 
be a challenge.

• Adverse socio-economic impact of COVID-19: The COVID-19 pandemic has 
brought unprecedented challenges, with severe impacts on GDP growth and 
fiscal budgets. India’s growth rate is projected to be 1.9% for 2020-21 (IMF 
2020), pushing 12 million more people into extreme poverty (World Bank 2020).

UNICEF Country Programme 
Document (CPD) 2018–2022: 
Headline Result Targets

• Increase in the percentage of fully 
immunized children from 62 per cent to 90 
per cent.

• Reduction in the percentage of stunted 
children from 38 per cent to 29 per cent.

• Reduction in the incidence of child 
marriage from 27 per cent to 21 per cent.

• Reduction in the number of out-of-school 
children from 6 million to 3 million.

• Reduction in neonatal mortality (per 
thousand live births) from 25 to 19.

• Reduction in rural households practising 
open defecation from 56 to 20 per cent.

[1] Source: WHO/UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme ( JMP ) for Water Supply and Sanitation.
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Country
Team 

• Yasmin Ali Haque, Representative

•  Arjan De Wagt, OIC Deputy 
Representative, Programmes (vacant)

• Agharazi Dadashev, OIC Deputy 
Representative, Operations (vacant)

•  Zafrin Zabin Chowdhury, Chief of 
Communication

•  Wayne Bacale, Chief Planning and 
Monitoring

•  Renata Dessallien, United Nations 
Resident Coordinator

• The total CPD envelope is USD 651.62 million (USD 301.62 million regular resources and USD 350 million other resources), for the 
period 2018–2022. UNICEF India works in 17 States and two Union Territories with 457 staff (44IP, 267 NO and 146 GS), making it 
the UN agency with the largest field presence in the country.

• The Country Programme has two convergent priorities: the prevention of child marriage and early childhood development (ECD). 
Besides the sectoral responses to strengthen delivery of progammes improving ECD, there is a strong focus on promoting 
responsive parenting within UNICEF community-based work as well as on leveraging partnerships.

• To reduce child marriage an increasingly important part of our work will be to empower adolescent girls to become agents of 
change, speak up for themselves and galvanize the support of families and communities. In addition, UNICEF is committed to 
Ending Violence Against Children in the Country, including child maltreatment, sexual violence and bullying; and supporting the 
Alternative Care Agenda for children without parents, to ensure each child has a right to grow in a family environment, and that 
fewer children in India are institutionalized

•  During COVID-19, UNICEF is supporting the Government of India in its response to the pandemic by assisting in the procurement 
of essential equipment and supplies, in scenario planning and decision-making at states level, in supervision and mentoring of 
COVID-19 facilities, and by supporting frontline healthcare providers.

•  UNICEF India Country Office (ICO) is supporting the government to minimize morbidity and mortality due to COVID-19, and to 
minimize the disruption of essential services (health, nutrition, WASH, education, child protection) for children, women and their 
families caused by the outbreak.

•  UNICEF will support the key government priorities articulated in the national flagship programmes of Mission Indradhanush, 
Swachch Bharat Mission, Jal Jeevan Mission, National Nutrition Mission (POSHAN Abhiyan), National Health Mission (including 
Home Based Care of Newborn and Young Child) and Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, with the expansion of Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao 
being key. The intention is to reach children and their families, with the aim that more than 300 million people will stop defecating 
in the open and have access to a functional household tap connection, 90 per cent of children will be fully immunized, 10 per cent 
fewer children will be stunted, 3 million more children will be back in elementary school, 2.5 million adolescents will be reached by 
empowerment programmes, and birth registration will be universal.

• Currently UNICEF is expecting to raise over USD 15 million in 2020 from local sources (the figure should rise quickly in future 
years). In the 2018–2022 Partnerships Strategic Plan, ICO’s goal is to raise close to USD 100 million by 2022 (individuals, corporates, 
foundations and high-net-worth individuals

• Major partnerships include YuWaah (GenU in India), the Nutrition Partners Network, the Global Inter-faith WASH Alliance (GIWA), 
GAVI and Know Violence in Childhood.

Type of UNICEF programme, presence and partnerships and salient issues
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