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Bhutan is a small, landlocked Himalayan country,
bordered by India and China. Many parts are
difficult to access and the population is dispersed
in remote rural areas.
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Population: 748,900 – under-five children
comprise 8 per cent of the population; children
aged 0-18 years: 30 per cent; and adolescents
(aged 10-19): 18 per cent1)
Source: Population and Housing Census 2017 2

This map is stylized and not to scale. The information shown on this map does
not imply official recognition or endorsement of and physical, political boundaries
or feature names by the United Nations or other collaborative organizations. UN
OCHA and affiliated organizations are not liable for damages of any kind related
to the use of this data.

The country has a constitutional monarchy and
introduced democracy in 2008. In recent years,
Bhutan has experienced rapid modernization and
urbanization.

In 2018, annual GDP per capita was estimated at
USD 3,438. The country’s main income sources
are hydropower, agriculture and tourism. There is
a limited private sector.
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Bhutan is a Least Developed Country (LDC)
and expected to graduate to Lower Middle-Income Country (LMIC) status by 2023.

There has been no major emergency or civil
unrest in the recent past. However, the risk of
earthquakes is high

[1] Figure rounded from population Projection 2017-2047
[2] https://bit.ly/3j9qOvh

Bhutan Key Indicators on Children
Indicator

Value

Year

Source

Under-five mortality
(per 1,000 live births).

34
30

2017
2019

Population and Housing Census of Bhutan
(PHCB) State of the World’s Children (SOWC)

Infant mortality
(per 1,000 live births)

15
25

2017
2019

PHCB
SOWC

Neonatal mortality
(per 1,000 live births)

21
16

2012
2019

NHS
SOWC

Stunting in under-five
children

21%

2015

National Nutrition Survey

Primary education net
enrolment

91%
(boys 90%;
girls 92%)

2019

Annual Education Statistics

Early Childhood Care and
Development (ECCD) net
enrolment

21%

2019

Annual Education Statistics

Gross enrolment rate in Early
Childhood Care and Development
(ECCD) centres.

25%

2019

Annual Education Statistics

Biggest challenges facing
children and UNICEF results
against 2014–2018 targets

• 72 per cent of the population have access to basic sanitation services
(JMP 2019).3 Only one third of students at basic education level achieve
the required scores in key subjects. A National Education Assessment
Framework is being developed.
• Only 1 in 4 children aged 3-5 years has access to early learning / Early
Childhood Care and Development (ECCD) centres.4
• Inequity in education – 86 per cent of children from the wealthiest
quintile complete primary education, compared to 27 per cent from the
poorest quintile.5
• The needs of children with disabilities are not sufficiently addressed.
Twenty-one per cent of children aged 2-9 years have at least one form of
disability.6

© UNICEF/UN028664/201

• More than 60 per cent of children aged 13-17 have experienced
violence,7 with girls experiencing more sexual violence than boys.

[3] Annual Health Bulletin, 2020 (note that data from the JMP is used in the Annual Health Bulletin)
[4] Annual Education Statistics, 2019
[5] Bhutan Multiple Indicator Survey, 2010
[6] Two-staged Disability Survey for children 2- years old in Bhutan, 2011
[7] Violence Against Children Study in Bhutan, 2017

Key results against targets in current
UNICEF Country Programme Document
(CPD) 2019–2023
• Immunization coverage for 11 antigens maintained at more than 95 per cent.
• Births attended by skilled personnel increased from 74 per cent in 2012 to 96
per cent in 2019; the Bhutan Every Newborn action plan was adopted in 2017.
• Child development screening tool (CDST) validated and includes the Mother
and Child Health Care Book.
• Standards for Inclusive Education developed in 2017 now being rolled out.
• Net enrolment rate (NER) in ECCD increased from 9 per cent in 2014 to
21 per cent in 2019, with support to centre-based ECCD in rural and remote
communities.8
• For basic education, the NER was 90 per cent in 2019 with support to
inclusive, quality and special education.9

• There is a focus on preventing violence against children, including creating
women and child protection desks in 13 of 20 districts nationwide.
• The National Child Policy is under development and the National Youth Policy
and National Youth Action Plan are being revised.
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• The National Plan of Action for Child Wellbeing and Protection (2019-2023) is in place.

Type of UNICEF programme, presence,
partnerships and salient issues

Country
Team

• Delivering as One, UNDAF 2019-2023 / Country Programme Document. UNICEF has a
programme budget of USD 27.5 million (USD 4.7 million regular resources and USD 22.7 million
other resources). UNICEF with 30 staff is the second largest UN agency after UNDP (39 staff).

• Will Parks,
Representative

• UNICEF flagship programmes are: nutrition, sanitation, early childhood care and
development (with a strong focus on early detection of disability), prevention of violence
against children, youth and adolescents.

• Marie-Consolee
Mukangendo, Deputy
Representative
• Karma Dekar,
Operations Officer
• Sonam Peldon,
Communications Officer
• Dechen Zam, Planning
and Monitoring Specialist
• Gerald Daly, United
Nations Resident
Coordinator / DO / RR
UNDP

• Given the level of development, the main thrust of the Country Programme is a mix of
policy and service delivery, with the government as the main implementing partner.
• UNICEF has strong partnerships with multiple government agencies, academia, the
judiciary, civil society organizations (CSOs) and a network of youth volunteers.
• Bhutan is part of the Polio Endgame Strategy (certified polio-free in 2014) and the Sanitation
and Water for All (SWA) global partnership. UNICEF is Coordinating Agency for Global
Partnership for Education (GPE) and member of the Global Fund Country Coordinating
Mechanism (CCM).
• Few development partners and only three embassies are resident (India, Bangladesh and Kuwait).
• Bhutan is in transition towards LMIC status and is therefore facing declining aid support
from traditional development partners. This leaves the country vulnerable to a variety of risks
UNICEF has established a strong presence in the country and ongoing support will be critical
to sustain gains and contribute to further improvement in the well-being of children.

[8] Annual Education Statistics, 2019
[9] Annual Education Statistics, 2019

