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1. Survey Objective and Methodology Description
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Survey Objective and Methodology DescriptionSurvey Objective and Methodology Description

Survey Objective

The main objective of this KAP 

Survey was to conduct a survey 

on general public’s knowledge, 

attitudes and practices towards 

inclusion of children with 

disabilities in Macedonia. 

The findings of the survey are 

intended to be used as baseline 

data and will inform a 

communication campaign to 

address eventual stereotypes  

and negative attitudes that 

prevent children with disabilities 

from taking up their rightful place 

in society.

Methodology Description

Data collection period

• 29 September – 20 October, 2014

Target group

• General public of the Republic of Macedonia, 15+

Data collection method

• Face-to-face interviews in the home of the 

respondents

• CAPI (Computer-assisted personal interviews)

technique 

Sample

• National representative sample by age, gender, place 

of living (urban/rural), ethnicity, statistical region

Sample size

• N=1000 respondents
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2. Summary of Key Findings
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Key Findings – Free Associations on Children with Disabilities

• Spontaneous associations related to children with disabilities among the 

general public are primarily “sadness, compassion, sorrow” for almost one 

third of the respondents.

• The term most frequently used for children with disabilities is - “children with 

special needs”(31%). Other terms used include “handicapped children” 

(17%), “children with barriers in development” (15%) and “children with 

disabilities” (11%).  
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Key Findings – Awareness about Children with Disabilities

• More than 70% of the general public classify children with obvious impairments 

(blindness, deafness, lacking a part of the body) and children with disorders (Down 

syndrome, autism, intellectual disability) as children with disabilities.  

• A significant (45%) number are acquainted with a child with disabilities – either 

neighbor (21%), relatives (9%), child of their friends (9%) or a child from school (4%). 

• Of those who know (are acquainted with) a child with disability only half (52%) have 

frequent (at least once a month) contact with children with disabilities.

• Out the respondents who have children, only 21% said their children have socialized 

with someone (child of adult) with disabilities.

• Self-reported level of awareness about children with disabilities is relatively low (2,47 

average score). The majority (42%) reported they “know very little”; or “something” 

(41%).

• Almost half of the respondents (43%) believe that there are from 0,2 to 10% of 

children with disabilities aged up to 18 in the country.

• Only a third (30%) of the general public believe it is possible for a child with 

severe/long term impairments to become a famous artist, businessman, politician or 

statesman.
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Key Findings – Attitude toward Children with Disabilities – 1/3

• While levels of social distance vary depending on the nature of disability and the 

proximity of the relationship, in general the survey results shows high levels of 

stigmatization i.e. social distance towards children with disabilities. 

• The greatest social distance is noticed among children with autism and Down 

syndrome. For example, a fifth of the general public find it unacceptable for a child 

with autism (22%), Down syndrome (21%) to be their neighbor. 

• More than half of the population find it unacceptable for children with Down Syndrome 

(53%), children with autism  (53%), blind children (53%), children who do not 

understand the spoken language (50%), deaf children (52%) and children with 

intellectual disability (52%) to be in a “pupil same school/kindergarten” relationship. 

• As the nature of the relationship gets closer/deeper (i.e. “classmate” relation, “friend”, 

“emotional relation” and “spouse”), the scale of rejection increases for all types of 

impairments/disabilities. For example, almost all respondents (89%) find it 

unacceptable to be in a spouse relationship with a person that does not understand 

the spoken language. 

• In general, respondents with higher level of information about children with disabilities 

and respondents with more frequent contact with children with disabilities are more 

likely to accept children with disabilities compared to those with a lower level of 

information and respondents with less frequent or no contact with these children.
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Key Findings – Attitude toward Children with Disabilities – 2/3

• While almost half of the respondents (49%) believe that children with disabilities can 

equally contribute to society as other citizens, still, a significant per cent (55%) believe 

that regardless of the effort that they and their families make, children with disabilities 

cannot be fully integrated.

• In terms of prevailing models of understanding disability, only a third of the population 

see disability through the Social and Rights-Based model – i.e. only  30% believe that 

environmental barriers, such as physical and those that people create through 

attitudes and stereotypes need to be removed for children with disabilities to fit in 

society.  The Medical model of disability is the prevailing model with 44% of 

respondents agreeing with the statement that children with disabilities need medical 

care, rehabilitation services and other special services to fit in the society. One quarter 

of the general public (25%) feels sorry for children with disabilities, and thinks that 

they need help and financial assistance in order to fit in society (Charity model).

• Respondents with a higher level of information about children with disabilities are 

more likely to understand disability through the Social & Rights-Based model, while 

those with a lower level of information are more likely to understand disability through 

the Charity model.  

• Still, a large proportion of respondents who are more informed (45%) and those who 

have frequent contact with children with disabilities (42%) understand disability 

through the Medical model. 
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Key Findings – Attitude toward Children with Disabilities – 3/3

• Majority of the respondents (66%) believe it is “somewhat” 

possible for a child with disability to lead an independent and 

productive life if given support.  Only a small proportion (16%) 

believe it is “fully” possible. 

• According to the general public opinion, the average child in 

Macedonia (child without disabilities) is self-confident, 

independent, accepted by other children, cheerful, has safe 

future, optimistic and brave.

• While the majority of respondents describe a child with 

disabilities in Macedonia as being insecure, dependent on 

others, estranged from other children, without equal 

opportunities as other children, sad, with uncertain future, 

pessimistic and fearful. 

• Respondents that have a higher level of information and those 

that have more frequent contact with children with disabilities 

have slightly more positive perception of a typical child with 

disabilities. 
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Key Findings – Education of Children with Disabilities

• Results on attitudes towards education highlight a 

majority (81%) of the population support segregated 

education systems – as many as 48% believe children 

with disabilities should go to special schools and 33% 

believe that they should go to regular schools, but 

should go to separate, special classes. 

• The proportion of respondents that support inclusive 

education is significantly small – only 4% of 

respondents believe children with disabilities should 

attend regular school, and 12% think that children with 

disabilities should attend regular school, but only 

attend some classes with other children. 

• A good number – half - of respondents understand the 

benefits of inclusive education on both the child with 

disabilities and other children.

• Nevertheless, 60% of respondents hold the view that 

even when children with disabilities go through their 

schooling they have less chances to get a job than the 

other people with the same education level.
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Key Findings – Families and Children with Disabilities

• Although one third of respondents (32%) do not 

agree that for children with disabilities it is better to 

be placed in special institutions because of experts 

trained to care for such children rather than in their 

families, more people (41%) believe that it is 

children with disabilities are better off placed in 

special institutions for this reason.  This said, 52% 

of the respondents believe that if a child with 

disabilities is left without parental care, it is better to 

put it up in a foster family than in an institution. 

• The majority of the respondents (79%) believe that 

the state should provide both financial support and 

free services for families with children with 

disabilities

• A large majority of the respondents (81%) agrees 

with the prospect of persons with disabilities not 

paying for services that persons without disabilities  

have to pay for. Only 3% do not agree with this, 

whereas 15% said they partially agree. 
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Key Findings – Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in the Society

• The level of awareness about the UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child (56% aware) is higher than that 

of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (36% aware). 

• A large majority of the general public (62%) believe 

children with disabilities do not have the same 

opportunities and chances for development of 

personal potential as other children.

• The top three perceived obstacles for creating better 

conditions for living and development of children with 

disabilities are:  1) lack of sufficient number of well-

trained professionals and institutions that would deal 

with the children with disabilities (44%), 2) lack of 

interest of the state in this issue (38%) and 3) lack of 

money on local and/or state level (35%).

• Ignorance, insufficient knowledge of citizens about the 

problems of this group of children was mentioned by 

26% and prejudices of the citizens towards them by 

24%.
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3. Detailed Results by Thematic Sections (Total)

3.1 Free Associations on Children with Disabilities
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3.1 Free Association on Children with Disabilities

This 1st thematic section includes findings about the general public free associations on children with 

disabilities, as well as on the most frequently used terms for this group of children. 

What follows are key findings in this section and then their graphic presentation with interpretations. 

Analyses were done on both first mentioned (top-of-mind) associations as well as on all (overall) provided 

answers.

• Spontaneous associations related to children with disabilities among the general public are primarily 

“sadness, compassion, sorrow” for almost one third of the respondents, but also “love, special 

attention, care, help, humanism”. Only 1% of all of the respondents mentioned that their first 

association with children with disabilities is “child is a child, all children are the same”. 

• Overall spontaneous associations are mainly in line with the opinion that the situation of children with 

disabilities is tragic, they and their families are pitied, and need other people’s compassion and special 

care.  

• The term most frequently used for children with disabilities is - “children with special needs”(31%). 

Other terms used include “handicapped children” (17%), “children with barriers in development” (15%) 

and “children with disabilities” (11%).  Almost one fourth of all of the respondents replied they are using 

terms like ”invalids, poor, unhappy children, sick children, retarded/defective children” even ”abnormal 

children”.

• Only 2% use the term “children (just like other children)” for children with abilities below those of an 

average child the same age.
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3.1.1 Free associations on children with disabilities (First mentioned)
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Sadness, compassion, sorrow

Children with disabilities, mental and…

Love, special attention, care, help, humanism

Necessary assistance in every way and at…

Children with special needs and requirements

People with phisical disabilities / invalids

Sickness, sick children

Need financial and other support

Uncertainty, insecure life, hard life

Lack of adequate living condition,…

Children that always need help from other…
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Problem for the family

Retarded children

Development support, special trainings,…

Deaf children, blind children,

Special group of children

Sorrow for the parents

Unpleasant, ugly, uncomfortable feeling

Pain

Child is a child, all children are the same

Person from my surrounding, my daughter

No answer

A1 . What comes to your mind when you think about this group of children? Don’t think too much, just 

tell me what comes to your mind first. - %, Base:  n=1000, Multiple answers

First-mentioned (spontaneous) 

associations on children with 

disabilities among almost one third 

of the general public (31%) are 

“sadness, compassion, sorrow”, 

followed by “children with 

disabilities, mental and physical” 

(14%). 

Next spontaneously mentioned 

associations are related to opposite 

feelings of “love, special attention, 

care, help, humanism”  (7%), but 

also “necessary assistance in every 

way and at every time” (4%).
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3.1.2 Free Associations on Children with Disabilities (All answers)
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A1 . What comes to your mind when you think about this group of children? Don’t think too much, 

just tell me what comes to your mind first. - %, Base:  n=1000, Multiple answers 

Overall spontaneous associations are 

similar to the first-mentioned ones: 

“sadness, compassion, sorrow” 

(32%), “children with disabilities, 

mental and physical” (14%). 

Other total spontaneously mentioned 

associations are related to “love, 

special attention, care, help” (8%), 

but also “necessary assistance in 

every way and at every time” (5%) as 

well as “children that always need 

help from other persons” (4%).
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3.1.3 Most frequently used terms for Children with Disabilities 

(Spontaneous answers) 
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Children with special needs

Handicapped children

Children with barriers in development

Children with disabilities

Invalid children, invalid, children with
invalidities

Poor, unhappy children, pitied children

Sick children, sick, ill

Retarded children, mentally retarded
children, physically retarded children

Children with defects, defective children

Children (just like any other, there is no
difference)

Abnormal

Other

A2 . Can you tell me which expression do you personally use most frequently for 

children whose physical, mental or sensory abilities are below average abilities of 

children at their age? How would you call this group of children? - %, Base:  n=1000 

The term most frequently used for children 

with disabilities is “children with special 

needs” (31%). Other terms used include 

“handicapped children” (17%), “children 

with barriers in development” (15%) and  

“children with disabilities” (11%). 

Almost one fourth of all of the respondents 

replied they are using terms like “invalids, 

poor, unhappy children, sick children, 

retarded/mentally or physically 

retarded/defective children” even 

“abnormal” children. 

Only 2% of the surveyed general public 

said they use term “children (just like other 

children)” for children with abilities below 

those of an average child the same age.
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3. Detailed Results by Thematic Sections (Total)
3.2 Awareness about Children with Disabilities



UNICEF |  Knowledge, Attitude & Practices (KAP) Survey towards  Inclusion of Children with Disabilities | November 2014 21

3.2 Awareness about Children with Disabilities 1/2

This thematic section was aimed at getting information about general public’s awareness about children with 

disabilities, primarily in terms of how this group of children is recognized, which groups do and which do not 

belong to children with disabilities, self-assessment of one’s knowledge about them, frequency and types of 

personal contact, and level of information about this group of children. The respondents were also asked whether 

they know what percentage of children at the age of 18+ in the country are with disabilities and to name some 

famous people with disabilities both from Macedonia and/or other country. 

In continuation are key findings in this section and graphic presentation by questions and related comments. 

• Children with disabilities are primarily recognized by their overall physical appearance as well as by some 

visible indicators of disability, like voice and speech functions, problems with moving and walking, overall 

behavior, especially in interactions with other people (e.g. face expressions, laughter), hearing and seeing 

functions.

• More than 70% of the general public classify children with obvious impairments (blindness, deafness, lacking a 

part of the body, intellectual disability) and children with disorders (Down syndrome, autism, intellectual 

disability) as children with disabilities. The general public are far less likely to classify children with hidden 

disabilities like asthma (25%) and impairments like stuttering (20%) as children with disabilities. 

• More than half of the respondents (55%) do not know (are not acquainted) with any child with disabilities. 

However a significant (45%) number are acquainted with a child with disabilities – either neighbor (21%), 

relatives (9%), child of their friends (9%) or a child from school (4%). 

• Of those who know (are acquainted with) a child with disability only half (52%) have frequent (at least once a 

month) contact with children with disabilities; a third (32%) have some (from once in 2-3 months to less than 

once a year) contact; while 16% of those who know a child with disabilities do not have any contact with them. 
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3.2 Awareness about Children with Disabilities 2/2

• One third of the respondents who know children with disabilities see 

them on the street, in the neighborhood, 29% hang out with them, i.e. 

play and talk.

• Out the respondents who have children, only 21% said their children 

have socialized with someone (child of adult) with disabilities; the 

majority (79%) said their child has not socialized with anyone with 

disabilities.

• Self-reported level of awareness about children with disabilities is 

relatively low level (2,47 average score). The majority (42%) reported 

they know “very little”; or “something” (41%).

• On the other hand, 10% reported they “do not know anything” about 

this group of children, while, only 8% reported they know “a lot” or 

“very much” about children with disabilities.

• Almost half of the respondents (43%) believe that there are from 0,2 to 

10% of children with disabilities aged up to 18 in the country, while a 

smaller portion (15%) believe the percentage ranges from 11-20%, and 

6% from 23-45%. The remaining (36%) do not know what that 

percentage is.

• Only a third (30%) of the general public believe it is possible for a child 

with severe/long term impairments to become a famous artist, 

businessman, politician or statesman.
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3.2.1 Recognizing children with disabilities (First mentioned)

B1. How do you recognize a child with disabilities? What is it that makes you determine 

they have disabilities? Base:  n=1000, Multiple answers 

Children with disabilities are primarily 

recognized by their overall physical 

appearance (29%), but also by 

neuromusculoskeletal and movement-

related functions like difficulties in 

walking, moving (11%). Other first-

mentioned indicators stated as 

something that determines a child has 

certain disability is voice and speech 

functions (10%) as well as a child’s 

behavior (8%), face and mimes (6%).

Smaller percentages of the respondents 

mentioned that they recognize a child 

with disabilities by some visible physical 

handicap, if a child is assisted by 

someone else, if it is blind, but also by 

the way it communicates with others and 

by lower physical and psychological skills 

that are result of inappropriate 

development.
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3.2.2 Recognizing children with disabilities (All answers)

B1. How do you recognize a child with disabilities? What is it that makes you determine they have disabilities? 

Base:  n=1000, Multiple answers 

Overall physical appearance is 

something that 43% of the 

respondents mentioned as 

characteristic that they 

recognize a child with 

disabilities by. Other 

determinants are voice and 

speech functions (38%), 

difficulties when walking, 

moving (37%), behavior 

(22%), but also child’s face 

and mimes it makes, hearing 

and seeing functions, as well 

as communication with others 

(8%). Obvious support by 

others is also something that 

determines a child with 

disabilities (8%). 
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3.2.3 Groups of children that DO and DO NOT belong to category of 

children with disabilities (Detailed overview – all answers)

B2. In your opinion, to what extent does each of the following groups of children belong to category of children with disabilities? - %. Base:  n=1000

Labels: activity limitations (A); health conditions (H); hidden disabilities (H-H); and impairments (I)
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3.2.4 Groups of children that DO and DO NOT belong to category of children with 

disabilities (Overview of bottom two (doesn’t belong) and top two answers 

(belongs))

B2. In your opinion, to what extent does each of the following groups of children belong to category of children with disabilities? Base:  n=1000

Labels: activity limitations (A); health conditions (H); hidden disabilities (H-H); and impairments (I)

More than 70% of the general public classify children with obvious impairments (blindness, deafness, lacking a 

part of the body, intellectual disability) and children with disorders (Down syndrome, autism, intellectual disability) 

as children with disabilities. The general public are far less likely to classify children with hidden disabilities like 

asthma (25%) and impairments like stuttering (20%) as children with disabilities. 
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3.2.5 Groups of children that DO and DO NOT belong to category of 

children with disabilities (Average scores*)

B2. In your opinion, to what extent does each of the following groups of children belong to category of children with disabilities? – Average score, Base:  n=1000

Labels: activity limitations (A); health conditions (H); hidden disabilities (H-H); and impairments (I)

If comparison is done based on average scores, the top five (5) groups of children, with average score above 4, that the 

general public in Macedonia labeled as children with disabilities are: children with Down syndrome and autism, blind and 

deaf children, and children with a lack of part of the body.

Children with asthma and children who stutter are at the bottom based on the average score below 3.

4.51

4.38

4.34

4.19

4.05

3.98

3.73

3.72

3.34

3.21

3.15

3.06

2.40

2.24

1 3 5

Children with Down Syndrome (H)

Children with autism  (H)

Blind children (I)

Deaf children (I)

Children with a lack a part of the body (I)

Children with intellectual disability (H)

Children who have difficulties in moving and using body parts
(A)

Children who do not understand the spoken language (A)

Children who have persistent difficulties interacting with peers
and behaviour (A)

Children with epilepsy (H-H)

Children who have persistent difficulties learning and
understanding (A)

Children with vision impairment (dioptre greater than + - 10)
or hearing impairment (I)

Children with asthma (H -H)

Children who stutter (I)

*Mean or average scores are calculated for questions with scales in answers . The mean, or average, is calculated by adding up the scores and dividing the 

total by the number of scores.
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3.2.7 Knowing a child with disabilities

More than half of the respondents (55%) do not know (are acquainted with) any child with 

disabilities. 

However, a significant number (45%) are acquainted with a child with disabilities - either 

neighbor (21%), relatives (9%), child of their friends (9%) or a child from school (4%). 

45%

55%

Yes

No

B3. Do you know any child with disabilities? - % Base:  n=1000 

21

9

9

4

0.1

2
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Neighbours

Relatives

Child of a friend

Friend from school

Child of a colleague

Other

B3. Do you know any child with disabilities? Yes, who? - % Base:  n=449
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3.2.8 Frequency and types of personal contacts with children with 

disabilities

Of those who know (are acquainted 

with) a child with disability, a half 

(52%) have frequent (at least once a 

month) contact with children with 

disabilities; a third (32%) have some 

(from once in 2-3 months to less 

than once a year) contact; while 16% 

of those who know a child with 

disabilities do not have any contact 

with them. 

One third of the respondents who 

know children with disabilities see 

them on the street, in the 

neighborhood, 29% hang out with 

them, i.e. play and talk.

B4. How often do you have personal contacts with children with disabilities? - %, Base:  n=449
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B5. What kind of contact is that? - %, Base: n=379
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32%
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3.2.9 Socializing with a person with disabilities

Out of the respondents who have 

children, 21% said their children have 

socialized with someone (child of adult) 

with disabilities. Majority of them (79%) 

said their child has not socialized with 

anyone with disabilities.

14%

54%

32% Yes

No

I don't have
children

B6. Has your child ever socialized with anyone (child or adult) with 

disabilities ? - %, Base: n=1000 

21%

79%

Yes No

B6. Has your child ever socialized with anyone (child or adult) with 

disabilities ? - %, Base: n=682 – respondents that have children    
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3.2.10 Level of information about children with disabilities

10%

42%

41%

6%

1,6%

I do not know
anything

I know very
little

I know
something

I know a lot

I know very
much

B7. All things considered, how well are you informed about the children with 

disabilities? -%, Base:  n=1000 

Self-reported level of awareness about children with disabilities is relatively low level (2,47 

average score). 

The majority of the respondents (42%) reported they “know very little”, or “something” 

(41%). 

On the other hand, 10% of the general public reported they “do not know anything” about 

this group of children, while, only 8% reported they “know a lot” or “very much” about them.

52

41
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0 20 40 60 80 100

Knows nothing or a little (1+2)

I know something

Knows a lot or very much (4+5)

B7. All things considered, how well are you informed about the children with 

disabilities? -%, Base:  n=1000 

Mean

2,47
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Lower level of 

information

52%
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3.2.11 Percentage of children with disabilities in Macedonia among children 

aged up to 18

43%

15%

6%

36%

0,2-10% 11-20% 23-45% Don't know/Refuses to answer

B8. In your opinion, among children aged up to 18 years, roughly what 

percentage are children with disabilities in Macedonia? - %, Base:  n=1000 

Almost half of the respondents (43%) 

think that there are from 0,2 to 10% of 

children with disabilities aged up to 18 in 

the country, while a smaller portion 

(15%) believe the percentage ranges 

from 11-20%, and 6%  from 23-45%.  

The remaining 36% do not know what 

that percentage is.
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3.2.12 Can children with disabilities become famous?

46% of the general public believe it is 

possible for a child with severe/long term 

impairments to become a famous artist, 

businessman, successful politician or 

statesman, whereas 43%% do not believe it 

is possible.

46%

43%

11%

Yes, it is possible

No, it is not possible

Don't know/Refuse to
answer

B9. Do you think it is possible for a child with severe/long term 

impairments to become a famous artist , businessman, successful 

politician or statesman in Macedonia one day? - %, Base:  n=1000 
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3.2.13 Famous people with disabilities
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Olivera Nakovska Bikova
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Other

Don't know/Refuse to answer

B10. Which famous people with disabilities from Macedonia or other countries 

have you heard about? - %, Base:  n=1000, Multiple responses 

General public awareness about famous 

people with disabilities, both from 

Macedonia and other countries, is at low 

level.

Big majority of the surveyed respondents 

(80%) could not remember or have not 

heard about any famous person with 

disabilities, either in the country or from 

abroad.

From those 20%, 6% mentioned Serbian 

folk singer Sasa Matic and 4% Beethoven.

Among other famous people with 

disabilities, respondents mentioned Stevie 

Wonder, Hawking, Ray Charles, Andrea 

Bocelli, Pistorious, but also Macedonians, 

Roza Mojsovska, a painter, and Olivera

Nakovska Bikova, a golden medalist in air 

pistol shooting at Paralympics in London.



UNICEF |  Knowledge, Attitude & Practices (KAP) Survey towards  Inclusion of Children with Disabilities | November 2014 35

3. Detailed Results by Thematic Sections (Total)
3.3. Attitudes towards Children with Disabilities
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3.3 Attitudes towards Children with Disabilities 1/3

The 3rd thematic section of the survey was focused at obtaining information about people’s attitudes towards 

children with disabilities. That was examined through series of questions, including analysis of acceptability of 

certain levels of proximity with children with disabilities, what the state and the society should do and whether 

those efforts would have any impact over integration of this group of children in the society, certain models of 

disability were examined, as well as general public’s opinion on who needs to adapt – children with 

disabilities, or society and the environment. This thematic section also included getting people’s opinion on 

whether the children with disabilities can be independent and productive as adults and a description of an 

average child and child with disabilities in Macedonia.

What follows is a summary of findings in this section as well as graphic presentation with interpretation of 

shown data. 

• Relationship acceptability with different groups of children with disabilities was assessed against six (6) 

different levels of “proximity/closeness”: 1) Neighbor, 2) Acquaintances, 3) Classmate (kindergarten or 

school), 4) Friends, 5) Emotional relationship and 6) Spouse. 

• While levels of social distance vary depending on the nature of disability and the proximity of the 

relationship, in general the survey results show high levels of stigmatization, i.e. social distance towards 

children with disabilities. 

• The greatest social distance is noticed among children with Autism and Down syndrome. For example, a 

fifth of the general public find it unacceptable for a child with Autism (22%), Down Syndrome (21%) to be 

their neighbor. 

• More than half of the population find it unacceptable for children with Down Syndrome (53%), children 

with autism  (53%), blind children (53%), children who do not understand the spoken language (50%), 

deaf children (52%) and children with intellectual disability (52%) to be in a “pupil same 

school/kindergarten” relationship.
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3.3 Attitudes towards Children with Disabilities 2/3

• As the nature of the relationship gets closer/deeper (i.e. “classmate” relation, “friend”, “emotional relation” 

and “spouse”), the scale of rejection increases for all types of impairments/disabilities. For example, 

almost all respondents (89%) find it unacceptable to be in a spouse relationship with a person that does 

not understand the spoken language.

• A large majority of the general public (92%) agrees that the state and society should do everything 

possible to ensure equal opportunities and chances for children with disabilities, regardless of the cost. 

While 42% disagree with the statement - no matter how much the state and the society tries and how 

much money they invest, there is not much that can be done to help the children with disabilities - still a 

third (31%) believe that there is not much that can be done. 

• While almost half of the respondents (49%) believe that children with disabilities can equally contribute to 

society as other citizens. Still, a significant per cent (55%) believe that regardless of the effort that they 

and their families make, children with disabilities cannot be fully integrated.

• In terms of prevailing models of understanding disability, only a third of the population see disability 

through the Social and Rights-Based model – i.e. only  30% believe that environmental barriers, such as 

physical and those that people create through attitudes and stereotypes need to be removed for children 

with disabilities to fit in society. The Medical model of disability is the prevailing model with 44% of 

respondents agreeing with the statement that children with disabilities need medical care, rehabilitation 

services and other special services to fit in the society. One quarter of the general public (25%) feels sorry 

for children with disabilities, and thinks that they need help and financial assistance in order to fit in 

society (Charity model).



UNICEF |  Knowledge, Attitude & Practices (KAP) Survey towards  Inclusion of Children with Disabilities | November 2014 38

3.3 Attitudes towards Children with Disabilities 3/3

• According to more than half of the surveyed general public 

(58%), society and the environment should be adapted to the 

children with disabilities.

• Majority of the respondents (66%) believe it is “somewhat” 

possible for a child with disability to lead an independent and 

productive life if given support.  Only a small proportion (16%) 

believe it is “fully” possible.

• The prevailing opinion of the general public is that children with 

disabilities are different from average children in all of the 

provided attributes, i.e. towards more negative descriptions.  

• According to the general public opinion, the average child in 

Macedonia (child without disabilities) is self-confident, 

independent, accepted by other children, cheerful, has safe 

future, optimistic and brave. 

• While the majority of respondents describe a child with 

disabilities in Macedonia as being insecure, dependent on 

others, estranged from other children, without equal 

opportunities as other children, sad, with uncertain future, 

pessimistic and fearful. 
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3.3.1 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Relationship 

acceptability - LEVEL OF PROXIMITY

Spouse 

Emotional relationship

Friends 

Classmates

Acquaintances

Neighbors
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Lives in the same settlement / street with your 

child

Goes to the same school / kindergarten / 

nursery school with your child

Goes to the same class / group with your child

In the adult age marries with your child

In the older age in emotional relationship with 

your child

Socializes / plays with your child

Relationship acceptability with different groups of children with disabilities was assessed 

against six (6) different levels of “proximity/closeness”: 1) Neighbor, 2) Acquaintances, 3) 

Classmate (kindergarten or school), 4) Friends, 5) Emotional relationship and 6) Spouse.
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3.3.2 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Relationship 

acceptability (Detailed overview)

Lives in 

the same 

settlement 

/ street 

with your 

child

Goes to 

the same 

school / 

kindergart

en / 

nursery 

school 

with

Goes to 

the same 

class / 

group with 

your child

Socializes 

/ plays 

with your 

child

In the 

older age 

in 

emotional 

relationshi

p with 

your child

In the 

adult age 

marries 

with your 

child

None 

relation is 

acceptabl

e

Do not 

know 

about the 

group/ 

refuse to 

answer

Children who have persistent difficulties learning 

and understanding (A)
79 54 43 48 10 7 6 5

Children with intellectual disability (H) 76 42 30 36 4 3 10 6

Children who have persistent difficulties 

interacting with peers and behavior (A)
76 47 35 38 5 3 8 8

Blind children (I) 77 40 29 38 7 4 9 7

Children with autism (H) 63 32 24 30 2 2 14 15

Children with Down Syndrome (H) 64 32 23 30 4 2 14 15

Children with vision impairment (diopter greater 

than + - 10) or hearing impairment (I)
82 66 59 60 22 16 5 4

Deaf children (I) 77 42 32 42 8 6 9 6

Children who do not understand the spoken 

language (A)
72 41 30 35 4 2 11 9

Children who stutter (I) 81 66 59 61 25 19 4 5

Children with asthma (H -H) 79 66 59 60 28 23 6 7

Children with epilepsy (H-H) 70 46 38 38 8 5 10 11

Children who have difficulties in moving and 

using body parts (A)
79 57 48 51 6 5 7 5

Children with a lack a part of the body (I) 74 50 42 45 6 5 11 8

C1. I will now read to you some of the existing groups of children. For each, please tell me which of the following situations are 

acceptable for you personally. %. Base:  n=1000, Multiple answers, Labels: activity limitations (A); health conditions (H); hidden 

disabilities (H-H); and impairments (I)

While levels of social 

distance vary depending on 

the nature of disability and 

the proximity of the 

relationship, in general, the 

survey results show high 

levels of stigmatization, i.e. 

social distance towards 

children with disabilities. 

The greatest social distance 

is noticed among children 

with autism and Down 

syndrome, as well as 

towards children with 

intellectual disability, with 

persistent difficulties 

interacting with peers and 

behavior.

To a lesser degree, but still 

unacceptable, are closer 

relations with children with 

certain obvious impairment 

(I) (blindness, deafness, 

lacking a part of the body).
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3.3.3 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Relationship 

acceptability (all answers)
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C1. I will now read to you some of the existing groups of children. For each, please tell me which of the following situations are acceptable for you personally. %. Base:  n=1000, 

Multiple answers, Labels: activity limitations (A); health conditions (H); hidden disabilities (H-H); and impairments (I)

For the majority of general public (on average app.75%) having rather ‘distant’ relation, like being neighbor with children with disabilities  

is acceptable. As the nature of the relationship gets closer/deeper (i.e. “classmate” relation, “friend”, “emotional relation” and “spouse”), 

the scale of rejection increases for all types of impairments/disabilities. 

The least acceptable are closer relationships with children with Down syndrome and autism, but also with children who do not understand 

the spoken language and those who have persistent difficulties interacting with peers and behavior. 



UNICEF |  Knowledge, Attitude & Practices (KAP) Survey towards  Inclusion of Children with Disabilities | November 2014 42

3.3.4 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Relationship 

acceptability - Neighbors 

Lives in the same settlement / street 

with your child

YES, relationship 

acceptable %

NO, relationship 

NOT acceptable %

Children with vision impairment (diopter greater than + - 10) or hearing impairment (I) 82 14

Children who stutter (I) 81 14

Children who have persistent difficulties learning and understanding (A) 79 16

Children with asthma (H -H) 79 14

Children who have difficulties in moving and using body parts (A) 79 16

Blind children (I) 77 16

Deaf children (I) 77 17

Children with intellectual disability (H) 76 18

Children who have persistent difficulties interacting with peers and behavior (A) 76 16

Children with a lack a part of the body (I) 74 18

Children who do not understand the spoken language (A) 72 19

Children with epilepsy (H-H) 70 19

Children with Down Syndrome (H) 64 21

Children with autism (H) 63 22

C1. I will now read to you some of the existing groups of children. For each, please tell me which of the following situations are acceptable for you personally. %. Base:  

n=1000, Multiple answers, Labels: activity limitations (A); health conditions (H); hidden disabilities (H-H); and impairments (I)

Having a somewhat distant “neighbor” relation is acceptable for 70% and more of the citizens regardless of the type of 

disability of a child. The most acceptable is being a “neighbor” with children having vision impairment and those who 

stutter. 

Exceptions are children with Down syndrome and autism, that are accepted as neighbor only by app. 2/3 of the citizens.
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3.3.5 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Relationship 

acceptability - Acquaintances 

Goes to the same school / 

kindergarten / nursery school with

YES, relationship 

acceptable %

NO, relationship 

NOT acceptable %

Children with vision impairment (diopter greater than + - 10) or hearing impairment (I) 66 30

Children who stutter (I) 66 29

Children with asthma (H -H) 66 27

Children who have difficulties in moving and using body parts (A) 57 38

Children who have persistent difficulties learning and understanding (A) 54 41

Children with a lack a part of the body (I) 50 42

Children who have persistent difficulties interacting with peers and behavior (A) 47 45

Children with epilepsy (H-H) 46 43

Children with intellectual disability (H) 42 52

Deaf children (I) 42 52

Children who do not understand the spoken language (A) 41 50

Blind children (I) 40 53

Children with autism (H) 32 53

Children with Down Syndrome (H) 32 53

C1. I will now read to you some of the existing groups of children. For each, please tell me which of the following situations are acceptable for you personally. %. Base:  

n=1000, Multiple answers, Labels: activity limitations (A); health conditions (H); hidden disabilities (H-H); and impairments (I)

As the nature of the relation gets closer/deeper, the universe of children with disabilities that are rejected is increasing.

More than half of the population find it unacceptable for children with Down Syndrome (53%), children with autism  (53%), 

blind children (53%), children who do not understand the spoken language (50%), deaf children (52%) and children with 

intellectual disability (52%) to be in a “pupil same school/kindergarten” relationship.
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3.3.6 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Relationship 

acceptability - Classmates 

Goes to the same class / group with 

your child

YES, relationship 

acceptable %

NO, relationship 

NOT acceptable %

Children with vision impairment (diopter greater than + - 10) or hearing impairment (I) 59 36

Children who stutter (I) 59 36

Children with asthma (H -H) 59 36

Children who have difficulties in moving and using body parts (A) 48 47

Children who have persistent difficulties learning and understanding (A) 43 52

Children with a lack a part of the body (I) 42 53

Children with epilepsy (H-H) 38 57

Children who have persistent difficulties interacting with peers and behavior (A) 35 60

Deaf children (I) 32 63

Children with intellectual disability (H) 30 65

Children who do not understand the spoken language (A) 30 65

Blind children (I) 29 66

Children with autism (H) 24 71

Children with Down Syndrome (H) 23 72

C1. I will now read to you some of the existing groups of children. For each, please tell me which of the following situations are acceptable for you personally. %. Base:  

n=1000, Multiple answers, Labels: activity limitations (A); health conditions (H); hidden disabilities (H-H); and impairments (I)

Regarding having the “classmate” relation, the least acceptable are children with autism and Down syndrome, blind and 

deaf children, children who do not understand the spoken language, children with intellectual disability and children with 

epilepsy, but also with children who have persistent difficulties interacting with peers and behavior.
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3.3.7 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Relationship 

acceptability - Friends

Socializes / plays with your child

YES. relationship 

acceptable %

NO, relationship 

NOT acceptable %

Children who stutter (I) 61 34

Children with vision impairment (diopter greater than + - 10) or hearing impairment (I) 60 35

Children with asthma (H -H) 60 35

Children who have difficulties in moving and using body parts (A) 51 44

Children who have persistent difficulties learning and understanding (A) 48 47

Children with a lack a part of the body (I) 45 50

Deaf children (I) 42 53

Children who have persistent difficulties interacting with peers and behavior (A) 38 57

Blind children (I) 38 57

Children with epilepsy (H-H) 38 57

Children with intellectual disability (H) 36 59

Children who do not understand the spoken language (A) 35 60

Children with autism (H) 30 65

Children with Down Syndrome (H) 30 65

C1. I will now read to you some of the existing groups of children. For each, please tell me which of the following situations are acceptable for you personally. %. Base:  

n=1000, Multiple answers, Labels: activity limitations (A); health conditions (H); hidden disabilities (H-H); and impairments (I)

As “friends”, the least acceptable are children with Down syndrome, autism, children with intellectual disability, epilepsy, 

blind and deaf children and children with persistent difficulties interacting with peers.  
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3.3.8 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Relationship 

acceptability – Emotional relationship

In the older age in emotional 

relationship with your child

YES. relationship 

acceptable %

NO, relationship 

NOT acceptable %

Children with asthma (H -H) 28 65

Children who stutter (I) 25 70

Children with vision impairment (diopter greater than + - 10) or hearing impairment (I) 22 74

Children who have persistent difficulties learning and understanding (A) 10 85

Deaf children (I) 8 86

Children with epilepsy (H-H) 8 81

Blind children (I) 7 86

Children who have difficulties in moving and using body parts (A) 6 89

Children with a lack a part of the body (I) 6 86

Children who have persistent difficulties interacting with peers and behavior (A) 5 87

Children with intellectual disability (H) 4 90

Children with Down Syndrome (H) 4 81

Children who do not understand the spoken language (A) 4 87

Children with autism (H) 2 83
C1. I will now read to you some of the existing groups of children. For each, please tell me which of the following situations are acceptable for you personally. %. Base:  

n=1000, Multiple answers, Labels: activity limitations (A); health conditions (H); hidden disabilities (H-H); and impairments (I)

The possibility of having emotional relationship in the future, between the respondents’ own child and a child with 

disabilities, is not acceptable for majority of the surveyed respondents (form 65 to 90% of the respondents replied future 

emotional relationship of their child with a child with disabilities is not acceptable for them).
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3.3.9 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Relationship 

acceptability - Spouse

In the adult age marries with your 

child

YES. relationship 

acceptable %

NO, relationship 

NOT acceptable %

Children with asthma (H -H) 23 70

Children who stutter (I) 19 76

Children with vision impairment (diopter greater than + - 10) or hearing impairment (I) 16 80

Children who have persistent difficulties learning and understanding (A) 7 88

Deaf children (I) 6 88

Children with epilepsy (H-H) 5 84

Children who have difficulties in moving and using body parts (A) 5 90

Children with a lack a part of the body (I) 5 87

Blind children (I) 4 89

Children with intellectual disability (H) 3 91

Children who have persistent difficulties interacting with peers and behavior (A) 3 89

Children with autism (H) 2 83

Children with Down Syndrome (H) 2 83

Children who do not understand the spoken language (A) 2 89

C1. I will now read to you some of the existing groups of children. For each, please tell me which of the following situations are acceptable for you personally. %. Base:  

n=1000, Multiple answers, Labels: activity limitations (A); health conditions (H); hidden disabilities (H-H); and impairments (I)

As for the closest relation and future possibility of our own child to get married with a child with disabilities, the level of 

acceptance is extremely low.  The most acceptable is this relationship with children with asthma and children who stutter. 

All other children with disabilities are not acceptable as future spouse to the respondents’ own child. 
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3.3.10 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities (Overview of 

bottom two (disagrees) and top two answers (agrees)) 

C2. Please state how much you agree with them using the scale 1 to 5 where 1 means ABSOLUTELY DO NOT AGGREE and 5 means FULLY AGREE. %. Base:  

n=1000

A large majority of the general public (92%) agrees that the state and society should do everything possible to ensure equal 

opportunities and chances for children with disabilities, regardless of the cost. While 42% disagree with the statement – “no 

matter how much the state and the society tries and how much money they invest, there is not much that can be done to 

help the children with disabilities” – still a third (31%) believe that there is not much that can be done. 

While almost half of the respondents (49%) believe that children with disabilities can equally contribute to society as other

citizens, still, a big per cent (55%) believe that regardless of the effort that they and their families make, children with 

disabilities cannot be fully integrated.

2

21

18

42

92

55

49

31

0 20 40 60 80 100

The state and society should do everything
possible to ensure equal opportunities and chances
for children with disabilities, regardless of the costs

Regardless of the effort that they and their families
make, children with disabilities cannot be fully
integrated in society, the way in which other

children do

Children with disabilities can equally contribute to
society, as other citizens

No matter how much the state and society tries and
how much money they invest, there is not much
that can be done to help children with disabilities

Disagrees (1+2) Agrees (4+5)

Mean

4,42

3,49

3,44

2,81
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3.3.11 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Models of 

disability

In terms of prevailing models of 

understanding disability, only a third 

of the population see disability 

through the Social and Rights-Based 

model – i.e. only  30% believe that 

environmental barriers, such as 

physical and those that people 

create through attitudes and 

stereotypes need to be removed for 

children with disabilities to fit in 

society.  

The Medical model of disability is the 

prevailing model with 44% of 

respondents agreeing with the 

statement that children with 

disabilities need medical care, 

rehabilitation services and other 

special services to fit in the society.

One quarter of the general public 

(25%) feels sorry for children with 

disabilities, and thinks that they need 

help and financial assistance in 

order to fit in society (Charity model).

I feel sorry for 
children with 

disabilities, they 
need help and 

financial 
assistance in 
order to fit in 

society -
CHARITY MODEL

25%

Children with 
disabilities need 

medical care, 
rehabilitation 
services and 
other special 

services to fit in 
society. -

MEDICAL MODEL

44%

Environmental 
barriers, such as 

physical and 
those that people 

create through 
attitudes and 

stereotypes need 
to be removed for 

children with 
disabilities to fit in 
society - SOCIAL 
& RIGHTS-BASED 

MODEL

30%

Don't know/Refuse 
to answer

1%

C3. Which of the following 3 statements is closer to your view? - %. Base:  n=1000
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3.3.13 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Who needs 

to adapt?

According to more than half of 

the surveyed general public 

(58%), society and the 

environment should be adapted 

to the children with disabilities, 

while 40% believe the opposite, 

i.e. that with the help of family 

and the environment, child with 

disabilities should adapt to life in 

society.

With the help 
of family and 

the 
environment, 

child with 
disabilities 

should adapt 
to life in 
society

40%

Society and the 
environment 

should be 
adapted to the 

child with 
disabilities, 
taking into 

consideration 
their needs 

58%

Don't know/Refuse 
to answer

2%

C4. Which of the following 2 statements is closer to your view? - %. Base:  n=1000
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3.3.14 Children with disabilities - independent and productive as adults 

Majority of the respondents (66%) 

think that it is “somewhat possible” for 

a child with disability to lead an 

independent and productive life as an 

adult, if given support from 

professionals, institutions and society. 

A small proportion (16%) believe it is 

“fully possible”.

16%

66%

17%

2%

FULLY possible SOMEWHAT possible NOT possible Don't know/Refuses to answer

C5. How possible is it for a child with disabilities to lead an independent and productive life as an 

adult, if given support from professionals, institutions and society? - %. Base:  n=1000
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3.3.15 What is an average child in Macedonia like? 

C6. Using the following pairs of attributes, try to describe the AVERAGE CHILD in Macedonia (child without disabilities)? - %. Base:  n=1000

According to the general public opinion, the average child in Macedonia (child without disabilities) is self-

confident, independent, accepted by other children, cheerful, has safe future, optimistic and brave. 
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3.3.16 Child with disabilities in Macedonia

C7. Based on what you know or assume, using the same pairs of attributes, try to describe A CHILD WITH DISABILITIES in Macedonia.- %. Base:  n=1000

According to the biggest percentage of the surveyed general public, a child with disabilities in Macedonia is 

insecure, depends on others, estranged from other children, does not have equal opportunities as other 

children, sad, with uncertain future, pessimistic and fearful. 
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3.3.17 Average child COMPARED to child with disabilities in Macedonia 

(Average scores)

C6. Using the following pairs of attributes, try to describe the A CHILD WITH DISABILITIES in Macedonia (child without disabilities)? & C7. Based on what you know or assume, 

using the same pairs of attributes, try to describe A CHILD WITH DISABILITIES in Macedonia.- Average scores (scale 1to7), Base:  n=1000

The prevailing opinion of the general public is that children with disabilities are different from average 

children in all of the provided attributes, i.e. towards more negative descriptions.  
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3. Detailed Results by Thematic Sections
3.4. Education of Children with Disabilities
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3.4 Education of Children with Disabilities

The 4th thematic part of the survey was about opinions and attitudes of the surveyed general public related to 

education of children with disabilities – should these children go to regular or special schools and what if in either 

case.

In continuation is given a summary of key findings followed by graphic presentation and related interpretations of 

data. 

• Results on attitudes towards education highlight a majority (81%) of the population support segregated 

education systems – as many as 48% believe children with disabilities should go to special schools and 33% 

believe that they should go to regular schools, but should go to separate, special classes. 

• The proportion of respondents that support inclusive education is significantly small – only 4% of respondents 

believe children with disabilities should attend regular school, and 12% children with disabilities should attend 

regular school and, but only attend some classes with other children. 

• A good number – half - of respondents understand the benefits of inclusive education on both the child with 

disabilities and other children - 50% agree that if children with disabilities attend classes in regular schools it 

would have positive influence on their development; 55% agree that it would improve social skills, tolerance 

and respect for diversity of other children as well as understanding of this group of children. 

• Nevertheless, 60% of respondents hold the view that even when children with disabilities go through their 

schooling they have less chances to get a job than the other people with the same education level.

• The support for segregated systems can be linked to prevailing opinions (62% respondents believe) that it is 

much better for the development of the children with disabilities to attend specialized institutions; that (48% 

respondents believe) teachers need to pay more attention to them and the other children would be deprived; 

and that (54% respondents believe) that schools do not have trained professional staff to work with children 

with disabilities. 
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3.4.1 Regular or special schools?

D1. In your opinion, how should the issue of education for children with disabilities be 

approached? I will read to you several options, and I would like you to choose the one that 

best describes your personal attitude. - %. Base:  n=1000
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They should go to
SPECIAL SCHOOLS

They should go to
REGULAR SCHOOLS, but
should go to SEPARATE,

SPECIAL CLASSES

They should go to
REGULAR SCHOOLS, but
only attend SOME classes

with other children

They should go to
REGULAR SCHOOLS and

ATTEND REGULAR
classes with other children

Don't know/Do not have
opinion

Results on attitudes towards 

education highlight a majority 

(81%) of the population support 

segregated education systems 

– as many as 48% believe 

children with disabilities should 

go to special schools and 33% 

believe that they should go to 

regular schools, but should go 

to separate, special classes. 

The proportion of respondents 

that support inclusive education 

is significantly small – only 4% 

of respondents believe children 

with disabilities should attend 

regular school and regular, and 

12% children with disabilities 

should attend regular school 

and, but only attend some 

classes with other children. 
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3.4.2 Regular or special schools? What if….. (Detailed overview – all 

answers)

D2. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't 

agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree. - %. Base:  n=1000
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inclusion of children with disabilities in regular schools.

It's good for children with disabilities to attend regular
schools, because in this way, other children without

disabilities learn social skills, tolerance and respect for
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Even when children with disabilities go through their
schooling, they have less chances to get a job than the

other citizens of the same level of education.

Inclusion of children with disabilities in regular schools
would contribute to better understanding of children with

disabilities by their peers.

For the development of the children with disabilities it is
much better to attend a specialized institution for

education, than to go to regular schools.

If children with disabilities attend classes in regular
schools, teachers need to pay too much attention to

them, and other children are deprived.

Schools in Macedonia do not have trained professional
staff (teachers, defectologists) to work with children with

disabilities.
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3.4.3 Regular or special schools? What if… (Overview of bottom two 

(disagrees) and top two answers (agrees))

D2. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 

5 = I completely agree. - %. Base:  n=1000

A good number – half - of respondents understand the benefits of inclusive education on both the child with disabilities and other 

children - 50% agree that if children with disabilities attend classes in regular schools it would have positive influence on their 

development;  55% agree that it would improve social skills, tolerance and respect for diversity of other children as well as 

understanding of this group of children. 

Nevertheless, 60% of respondents hold the view that even when children with disabilities go through their schooling they have less 

chances to get a job than the other people with the same education level.

The support for segregated systems can be linked to prevailing opinions (62% respondents believe) that it is much better for the

development of the children with disabilities to attend specialized institutions; that (48% respondents believe) teachers need to pay 

more attention to them and the other children would be deprived; and that (54% respondents believe) that schools do not have trained 

professional staff to work with children with disabilities. 
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3. Detailed Results by Thematic Sections
3.5 Families and Children with Disabilities
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3.5 Families and Children with Disabilities

This thematic section was designed to obtain information on certain attitudes of the surveyed respondents 

in relation to families and children with disabilities. The questions were defined in order to get the people’s 

opinion about families with children with disabilities, but also about whether they should receive free 

services or financial support or both, as well as whether the current financial support for such families 

should be increased or decreased, and whether they should pay or not for certain services.

What follows is a summary of findings in this section and then their graphic presentation with related 

comments on the shown data. 

• Although one third of respondents (32%) do not agree that for children with disabilities it is better to be 

placed in special institutions because of experts trained to care for such children rather than in their 

families, more people (41%) believe that children with disabilities are better off placed in special 

institutions for this reason. This said, 52% of the respondents believe that if a child with disabilities is 

left without parental care, it is better to put it up in a foster family than in an institution. 

• While a large majority (71%) feel sorry for families with children with disabilities, 75% believe that other 

children growing in such families learn to be more attentive and tolerant. However still, almost one 

third (32%) believe that in families with a child with disabilities, other children are usually neglected. 

• The majority of the respondents (79%) believe that the state should provide both financial support and 

free services for families with children with disabilities; 10% believe it is better if the state provides free 

services only and  9% believe it is better to provide only financial support. 

• A large majority of the respondents (81%) agrees with the prospect of persons with disabilities not 

paying for services that persons without disabilities  have to pay for (e.g. bus, kindergarten, parking, 

participation for medical services, subventions for employment, and subventions for utility bills). Only 

3% do not agree with this, whereas 15% said they partially agree. 
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3.5.1 Families and children with disabilities (Detailed overview - all 

answers)

E1. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't 

agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree. - %. Base:  n=1000
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I feel sorry for families with a child with disabilities,
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In families where a child with disabilities is growing up,
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isolation of that child from other children.
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3.5.2 Families or specialized institutions? (Overview of bottom two 

(disagrees) and top two answers (agrees))  

Although one third of respondents (32%) do not agree that for children with disabilities it is better to be 

placed in special institutions because of experts trained to care for such children rather than in their 

families, more people (41%) believe that children with disabilities are better off placed in special 

institutions for this reason. This said, 52% of the respondents believe that if a child with disabilities is left 

without parental care, it is better to put it up in a foster family than in an institution.

While a large majority (71%) feel sorry for families with children with disabilities, 75% believe that other 

children growing in such families learn to be more attentive and tolerant. However, still, almost one third 

(32%) believe that in families with a child with disabilities, other children are usually neglected. 
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E1. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't 

agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree. - %. Base:  n=1000
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3.5.3 Free services and financial support for families with children with 

disabilities – Yes or No?

Majority of the respondents 

(79%) think that the state 

should provide both financial 

support and free services for 

families with children with 

disabilities, whereas 10% said 

it is better if the state provides 

free services only, i.e. 9% said 

it is better to provide only 

financial support. 

A small percentage (2%) 

responded it should not provide 

either of the two.

10%

9%

79%

2%
0,6%

It is better to provide free services only It's better to provide financial support only

They need both financial support and free services Neither

Do not know/Refuses to answer

E2. In your opinion, it is better for the state to provide families of children with disabilities with free 

services or financial support to pay for these services? - %. Base:  n=1000
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3.5.4 Increase or decrease current financial support to families with children 

with disabilities?

Current financial support that the 

state is providing to families with 

children with disabilities in the 

amount of 4,200 denars per 

month for each child with 

disability should be increased 

according to large majority of the 

respondents (88%).

9% think it should be maintained 

at the same level, and only 1% 

think the state should decrease 

the amount it currently gives to 

families with children with 

disabilities.

88%

1% 9%

2%

Should increase it Should decrease it

Should maintain it at the same level Do not know/Refuses to answer

E3. In your opinion, should the state increase or decrease the financial assistance given to 

families of children with disabilities - currently it is around 4,200 denars per month for each 

child with a disability? - %. Base:  n=1000
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3.5.6 Should persons with disabilities pay or not for certain services

A large majority of the 

respondents (81%) agrees with 

the prospect of persons with 

disabilities not paying for services 

that persons without disabilities  

have to pay for (e.g. bus, 

kindergarten, parking, 

participation for medical services, 

subventions for employment, and 

subventions for utility bills). Only 

3% do not agree with this, 

whereas 15% said they partially 

agree. 

81%

3%

15%

1%

Yes No Partially agree Do not know/Refuses to answer

E4 Do you agree with the prospect of persons with disabilities not paying for services that you 

(i.e. persons without disabilities) have to pay for (eg. bus, kindergarten, parking, participation for 

medical services, subventions for employment, and subventions for utility bills)? - %. Base:  

n=1000
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3. Detailed Results by Thematic Sections
3.6 Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in the Society
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3.6 Inclusion of Children with Disabilities in the Society

The 6th thematic section of the survey was about the rights of children with disabilities, whether they are 

respected or not, but also about main obstacles for creating better conditions for children with disabilities.

In continuation is a summary of key findings in this section and then the graphic presentation with data 

interpretations. 

• The level of awareness about the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (56% aware) is higher 

than that of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (36% aware). 

• A large majority of the general public (62%) believe children with disabilities do not have the same 

opportunities and chances for development of personal potential as other children.

• The top three perceived obstacles for creating better conditions for living and development of children 

with disabilities are:  1) lack of sufficient number of well-trained professionals and institutions that 

would deal with the children with disabilities (44%), 2) lack of interest of the state in this issue (38%) 

and 3) lack of money on local and/or state level (35%).

• Ignorance, insufficient knowledge of citizens about the problems of this group of children was 

mentioned by 26% and prejudices of the citizens towards them by 24%.
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3.6.1 Awareness about UN Conventions

The level of awareness about the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (56% aware) is 

higher than that of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (36% 

aware).

56%

44%

UN Convention on the Rights of the Child

Yes

No

F1. Have you heard of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child? - %. Base:  

n=1000

36%

64%

UN Convention on the Rights of the Persons with 
Disabilities

Yes

No

F2. Have you heard of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Persons with 

Disabilities? - %. Base:  n=1000



UNICEF |  Knowledge, Attitude & Practices (KAP) Survey towards  Inclusion of Children with Disabilities | November 2014 70

3.6.2 Respect of rights of children and children with disabilities

The rights of children in general 

in Macedonia are respected 

according to almost half of the 

respondents (44%). Still, 20% 

said they are not respected and 

one third of all of the 

respondents (34%) are 

“neutral”.

While 42% think that the rights 

of children with disabilities are 

respected to lesser extent than 

the rights of other children, 11% 

think those rights are respected 

to greater extent. According to 

39%, the rights of children with 

disabilities are respected 

equally as the rights of other 

children in the country.

F3. In your opinion, how much are the rights of children (in general) in Macedonia respected?

- %, Base:  n=1000
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14

34

39

5

2
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Not respected at all

Mainly not respected

Both yes and no

Mainly respected

Completely respected

Don't know/Refuses to answer

11

39

42

8

0 20 40 60 80 100

The rights of children with disabilities are respected
to a GREATER EXTENT than the rights of other

children are

The rights of children with disabilities are respected
EQUALLY as the rights of other children are

The rights of children with disabilities are respected
to a LESSER EXTENT than the rights of other

children are

Don't know/Refuses to answer

F4. Do you think the rights of children with disabilities are respected to a lesser, the same or to a 

greater extent than the rights of other children? - %, Base: n=1000
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3.6.3 Opportunities and chances for development of personal potential of 

children with disabilities

Majority of the general public (62%) does not agree that the children with disabilities have 

the same opportunities and chances for development of personal potential as other children 

in Macedonia, while 26% agree with that.

26%

62%

12%

Yes No Do not know/Refuses to answer

F5. In your opinion, do children with disabilities have the same opportunities and 

chances for development of personal potential as other children in Macedonia 

do? - %. Base:  n=1000
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3.6.4 Main obstacles for creating better conditions for children with 

disabilities

44

38

35

32

28

26

24

19

8

2

0 20 40 60 80 100

Lack of a sufficient number of well-trained
professionals and institutions that would deal with

children with disabilities

Lack of interest of the state in this issue

Lack of money on local and/or state level

Absence of clear state/local strategy for upgrading
of the position of children with disabilities

Inadequate law which regulates the issue of
children with disabilities

Ignorance, insufficient knowledge of citizens about
the problems of children with disabilities

Prejudices of the citizens towards children with
disabilities

Lack of interest of the society / citizens in this
issue

Existence of more important problems in the
country, which should be addressed first

Don't know/Refuses to answer

F6. What do you think are the MAIN OBSTACLES for creating better conditions for living and 

development of children with disabilities and their inclusion in the social life in Macedonia? - %. Base:  

n=1000, Maximum 3 answers

The top three perceived 

obstacles for creating better 

conditions for living and 

development of children with 

disabilities are: 1) lack of 

sufficient number of well-trained 

professionals and institutions 

that would deal with the children 

with disabilities (44%), 2) lack of 

interest of the state in this issue 

(38%) and 3) lack of money on 

local and/or state level (35%).

Ignorance, insufficient 

knowledge of citizens about the 

problems of this group of 

children was mentioned by 26% 

and prejudices of the citizens 

towards them by 24%.
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3.7.5 Level of responsibility of individuals/institutions (Detailed overview -

all answers & average scores)

G6. I'm going to read out a list of institutions and individuals now, and I would like you to tell me to which extent, in your opinion, is each of the listed responsible 

for improving/further improving the situation of children with disabilities and their inclusion into wider society. Grade 1 means that you think that the given 

individual/institution should have minimum or no responsibility for inclusion of children, and 5 means that you think that the given individual/institution should 

have maximum or full responsibility for inclusion of children with disabilities. - %. Base:  n=1000

2

3

1

2

2

1

3

2

2

5

4

4

4

3

3

9

5

9

18

8

11

9

8

10

25

19

24

37

34

36

27

27

29

36

38

30

37

52

47

58

60

57

26

33

35

1

0

0

1

0

0

1

3

1

0 20 40 60 80 100

Authorities at local level

Authorities at the level of the Republic (state)

Educational system and school institutions

Healthcare system

Social protection system

Parents and relatives of children with disabilities

Citizens of Macedonia, fellow-citizens, neighbours etc.

NGOs and associations of citizens

Media

Minimum to no responsibility Minor responsibility Partial responsibility

Major responsibility Maximum to full responsibility Don't know/Refuses to answer

Mean

4,04

4,29

4,24

4,36

4,41

4,38

3,75

3,96

3,89
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3.7.6 Level of responsibility of individuals/institutions (Overview of bottom two (no or 

minimal responsibility) and top two answers (major or full responsibility)) 

G6. I'm going to read out a list of institutions and individuals now, and I would like you to tell me to which extent, in your opinion, is each of the listed responsible for 

improving/further improving the situation of children with disabilities and their inclusion into wider society. Grade 1 means that you think that the given individual/institution 

should have minimum or no responsibility for inclusion of children, and 5 means that you think that the given individual/institution should have maximum or full responsibility 

for inclusion of children with disabilities. - %. Base:  n=1000

Majority of the respondents believe that primarily social protection system (87%), then the state (86%), parents and 

relatives of children with disabilities (86%), healthcare system (85%) and education system and school (83%) institutions 

bear major or full responsibility for improving/further improving the situation of children with disabilities and their inclusion 

into wider society. 

To a lesser degree, this responsibility is shared by authorities at local level (74%) and NGOs and associations of citizens 

(71%), whereas media (65%), citizens, fellow-citizens, neighbors (62%) are the least responsible for improving/further 

improving the situation of children with disabilities and their inclusion into wider society.
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5

7
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Social protection system

Authorities at the level of the Republic (state)

Parents and relatives of children with disabilities

Healthcare system

Educational system and school institutions

Authorities at local level

NGOs and associations of citizens

Media

Citizens of Macedonia, fellow-citizens, neighbours etc.

No or minimal responsibility (1+2) Major or full responsibility (4+5)

Mean

4,41

4,29

4,38

4,36

4,24

4,04

3,96

3,89
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4. Detailed Results (Disaggregated)

4.1 Frequency of Contact
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4.1.1 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Models of 

disability

More frequent contact with children 

with disabilities results in bigger 

support of the Social & rights based 

model of disability among the general 

population (33% vs. 31% of those with 

less frequent contact).

Still, the biggest percentage of people 

(more than 40%) regardless of the 

frequency of contact with children with 

disabilities is in support of the Medical 

model of disability, i.e. attitude that 

children with disabilities need medical 

care, rehabilitation services and other 

special services to fit in society. 

Аs compared to those with less 

frequent contact and no contact (45%), 

a smaller percentage (42%) of those 

with more frequent contact with 

children with disabilities support the 

Medical model of disability.

C3. Which of the following 3 statements is closer to your view? - %. Base:  n=1000

24

45

31

0.5

25

42

33

0

26

45

29

0.5
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I feel sorry for children with disabilities, they
need help and financial assistance in order to

fit in society - CHARITY MODEL

Children with disabilities need medical care,
rehabilitation services and other special

services to fit in society. - MEDICAL MODEL

Environmental barriers, such as physical and
those that people create through attitudes and
stereotypes need to be removed for children

with disabilities to fit in society. SOCIAL &
RIGHTS-BASED MODEL

Don't know/Refuse to answer

Less frequent contact More frequent contact No contact
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4.1.2 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Who needs to adapt? 

Respondents that have contact with 

children with disabilities are more in 

favor (over 60%) that the society and 

the environment should be adapted to 

the child with disabilities more than 

respondents with no contact (54%).

C4. Which of the following 2 statements is closer to your view? - %. Base:  n=1000 

34

65

0.9

36

62

2

44

54

2.5

0 20 40 60 80 100

With the help of family and the
environment, child with disabilities should

adapt to life in society

Society and the environment should be
adapted to the child with disabilities,
taking into consideration their needs

Don't know/Refuse to answer

Less frequent contact More frequent contact No contact
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4.1.3 Children with disabilities - independent and productive as adults

The more frequent the contact with the 

children with disabilities people have, 

the more they believe that it is possible 

for them to lead an independent and 

productive life as an adult.  

C5. How possible is it for a child with disabilities to lead an independent and productive life as an 

adult, if given support from professionals, institutions and society? - %. Base:  n=1000

13

62

22

3

19

69

11

0.4

14

67

18

1

0 20 40 60 80 100

FULLY possible

SOMEWHAT possible

NOT possible

Don't know/Refuses to answer
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4.1.4 Average child in Macedonia (average scores)

Frequency of contact

Total

More 

frequent 

contact

Less 

frequent 

contact 

No contact 

Attributes Mean Mean Mean Mean

1-Insecure/7-Self-confident 5,75 5,64 5,90 5,74

1-Depend on others /7-Independent 5,25 5,16 5,30 5,27

1-Estranged from other children/7-Accepted by 

other children
5,84 5,71 5,87 5,87

1-Do not have equal opportunities as other 

children/7-Equal opportunities as other children
5,79 5,47 5,95 5,86

1-Sad/7-Cheerful 5,75 5,46 5,85 5,84

1-Uncertain future/7-Safe future 5,27 4,94 5,32 5,38

1-Pessimistic/7-Optimistic 5,59 5,55 5,68 5,56

1-Fearful/7-Brave 5,56 5,48 5,59 5,58

C6. Using the following pairs of attributes, try to describe the AVERAGE CHILD in Macedonia (child without disabilities)? - %. Base:  n=1000

The perception of an average 

child is almost the same, 

regardless of the frequency of  

contact with children with 

disabilities. 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

1-Insecure/7-Self-confident 1-Depend on others /7-
Independent

1-Estranged from other
children/7-Accepted by other

children

1-Do not have equal
opportunities as other

children/7-Equal opportunities
as other children

1-Sad/7-Cheerful 1-Uncertain future/7-Safe
future

1-Pessimistic/7-Optimistic 1-Fearful/7-Brave

Total More frequent contact Less frequent contact No contact
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4.1.5 Child with disabilities in Macedonia (average scores)

Frequency of contact

Total

More 

frequent 

contact

Less 

frequent 

contact 

No contact 

Attributes Mean Mean Mean Mean

1-Insecure/7-Self-confident 2,12 2,03 2,10 2,16

1-Depend on others /7-Independent 1,90 2,04 1,87 1,84

1-Estranged from other children/7-Accepted by 

other children
2,92 3,11 2,84 2,87

1-Do not have equal opportunities as other 

children/7-Equal opportunities as other children
2,56 2,61 2,55 2,54

1-Sad/7-Cheerful 2,92 2,88 2,77 3,00

1-Uncertain future/7-Safe future 2,47 2,24 2,38 2,59

1-Pessimistic/7-Optimistic 3,05 3,17 3,03 3,00

1-Fearful/7-Brave 2,91 3,15 2,95 2,78

C7. Based on what you know or assume, using the same pairs of attributes, try to describe A CHILD WITH DISABILITIES in Macedonia.- %. Base:  n=1000

1
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4

5

6

7

1-Insecure/7-Self-confident 1-Depend on others /7-
Independent

1-Estranged from other
children/7-Accepted by other

children

1-Do not have equal
opportunities as other

children/7-Equal opportunities
as other children

1-Sad/7-Cheerful 1-Uncertain future/7-Safe
future

1-Pessimistic/7-Optimistic 1-Fearful/7-Brave

Total More frequent contact Less frequent contact No contact

Frequency of contact with 

children with disabilities does not 

influence the people’s perception 

of an child with disabilities. It is 

almost the same regardless of 

the frequency of contact. 
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4. Results by Thematic Sections (Disaggregated)

4.2 Level of Information
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4.2.1 Socializing with a person with disabilities

Higher percentage of respondents (22%) that have higher level of information on children 

with disabilities reported that their child has socialized with someone with disabilities as 

compared to respondents with lower level of information. 

B6. Has your child ever socialized with anyone (child or adult) with disabilities ? -

%, Base: n=1000 

8

62
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46

33
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Пониско ниво на информираност

Повисоко ниво на информираност
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4.2.2 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Models of 

disability

Higher level of information about 

children with disabilities results in 

bigger support of the Social & rights 

based model of disability among the 

general population.

Nevertheless, the biggest percentage 

of the general population (more than 

40%), regardless of the level of 

information is in support of Medical 

model, i.e. attitude that children with 

disabilities need medical care, 

rehabilitation services and other 

special services to fit in society. 

The Charity model of disability is more 

supported by people with lower level of 

information about children with 

disabilities – 32% as compared to 18% 

of those with higher level of 

information. C3. Which of the following 3 statements is closer to your view? - %. Base:  n=1000
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45
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I feel sorry for children with disabilities, they
need help and financial assistance in order to

fit in society - CHARITY MODEL

Children with disabilities need medical care,
rehabilitation services and other special

services to fit in society. - MEDICAL MODEL

Environmental barriers, such as physical and
those that people create through attitudes
and stereotypes need to be removed for
children with disabilities to fit in society.

SOCIAL & RIGHTS-BASED MODEL

Don't know/Refuse to answer

Lower level of information Higher level of information
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4.2.3 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Who needs to adapt? 

Majority of the respondents (2/3) with 

higher level of information about 

children with disabilities support the 

opinion that the society and the 

environment should be adapted to the 

child with disabilities.

46

52

2

33

65

2

0 20 40 60 80 100

With the help of family and the
environment, child with disabilities should

adapt to life in society

Society and the environment should be
adapted to the child with disabilities,
taking into consideration their needs

Don't know/Refuse to answer

Lower level of information Higher level of information

C4. Which of the following 2 statements is closer to your view? - %. Base:  n=1000 
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4.2.4 Children with disabilities - independent and productive as adults

Level of information about children 

with disabilities again has influence 

over people’s opinion whether they 

can become independent and 

productive adults. 

The higher the level of information on 

the children with disabilities is, the 

more people believe that it is possible 

for a child with disabilities to lead an 

independent and productive life as an 

adult.  

C5. How possible is it for a child with disabilities to lead an independent and productive life as an 

adult, if given support from professionals, institutions and society? - %. Base:  n=1000
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4.2.5 Average child in Macedonia (average scores)

Level of information

Total
Higher level 

of info

Lower level 

of info

Attributes Mean Mean Mean

1-Insecure/7-Self-confident 5,75 5,76 5,73

1-Depend on others /7-Independent 5,25 5,37 5,14

1-Estranged from other children/7-Accepted by 

other children
5,84 5,84 5,83

1-Do not have equal opportunities as other 

children/7-Equal opportunities as other children
5,79 5,77 5,80

1-Sad/7-Cheerful 5,75 5,76 5,75

1-Uncertain future/7-Safe future 5,27 5,25 5,29

1-Pessimistic/7-Optimistic 5,59 5,78 5,41

1-Fearful/7-Brave 5,56 5,62 5,50

C6. Using the following pairs of attributes, try to describe the AVERAGE CHILD in Macedonia (child without disabilities)? - %. Base:  n=1000

An average child is perceived almost the 

same by both the people who have more 

information about children with 

disabilities and those with less 

information. Still, slightly more positive is 

the perception of those with higher level 

of information. 
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1-Insecure/7-Self-confident 1-Depend on others /7-
Independent

1-Estranged from other
children/7-Accepted by other

children

1-Do not have equal
opportunities as other
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as other children

1-Sad/7-Cheerful 1-Uncertain future/7-Safe
future

1-Pessimistic/7-Optimistic 1-Fearful/7-Brave

Total Higher level of info Lower level of info
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4.2.6 Child with disabilities in Macedonia (average scores)

Level of information

Total
Higher level 

of info

Lower level 

of info

Attributes Mean Mean Mean

1-Insecure/7-Self-confident 2,12 2,24 2,00

1-Depend on others /7-Independent 1,90 1,90 1,89

1-Estranged from other children/7-Accepted by 

other children
2,92 3,20 2,66

1-Do not have equal opportunities as other 

children/7-Equal opportunities as other children
2,56 2,73 2,40

1-Sad/7-Cheerful 2,92 3,06 2,79

1-Uncertain future/7-Safe future 2,47 2,54 2,40

1-Pessimistic/7-Optimistic 3,05 3,15 2,95

1-Fearful/7-Brave 2,91 3,11 2,71

C6. Using the following pairs of attributes, try to describe the A CHILD WITH DISABILITIES in Macedonia (child without disabilities)? - %. Base:  n=1000

Respondents with higher level of 

information on children with 

disabilities have slightly more positive 

perception of a child with disabilities -

they perceive it as more optimistic, 

braver, slightly more self-confident 

and more accepted than other 

children than the respondents with 

lower level of information.  
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Total Higher level of info Lower level of info
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4.2.7 Usual ways of getting informed regarding children with disabilities

H1. How do you usually get informed on current affair or general issues? - %. Base:  n=1000, 

Multiple answers

The biggest differences regarding usual 

ways of getting information between 

respondents with higher and those with 

lower level of information on children 

with disabilities are information provided 

by friends and family and 

internet/websites. Higher percentage of 

the respondents with higher level of 

information are usually informed by 

friends and family and internet/websites 

in comparison to the respondents with 

lower level of information on this group 

of children.
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4. Results by Thematic Sections (Disaggregated)

4.3 Demography
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4.3.1 Level of information about children with disabilities – Gender, 

ethnicity, place of living, age (average scores)

2.47 2.43 2.50

1

3

5

Total Male Female

Gender

No big differences can be noticed in the level of information of the general public based on 

gender, ethnicity, place of living and age. 

Nevertheless, if average scores are compared, slightly more informed are women, other 

ethnicities as compared to Macedonians and Albanians, i.e. Albanians as compared to 

Macedonians, people living in urban areas and general public at the age of 50-54. 

2.47 2.31 2.50 2.54 2.46 2.57 2.38

1
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5

Total 15-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+

Age

B7. All things considered, how well are you informed about the children with disabilities? Base: n=1000 - Average scores
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Total Macedonian Albanian Other
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2.47 2.51 2.41
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4.3.2 Level of information about children with disabilities – Education, 

region (average scores)

2.47

2.27

2.37

2.27

2.42

2.58

2.68

3.50

1 3 5

Total

Not completed primary school

Completed primary school

Not completed secondary school

Completed secondary school

Completed college

Completed university

Completed university/post-
graduate

Education

B7. All things considered, how well are you informed about the children with disabilities? Base: n=1000 Average scores

2.47

2.43

2.23

2.46

2.49

2.47

2.59

2.60

2.45

1 3 5

Total

Vardar

East

Southwest

Southeast

Pelagonia

Polog

Northeast

Skopje

Region

The level of information of the general public increases with their level of education - the 

higher the education level, the higher is the level of information about the children with 

disabilities. 

As for different regions in the country, there are no big differences in the level of information 

about the children with disabilities. Slightly more informed is the general public in Northeast 

and Polog region based on the respondents’ own evaluation of their level of information 

about this group of children.
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4.3.3 Can children with disabilities become famous? – Gender, ethnicity, 

place of living, age
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4.3.4 Can children with disabilities become famous? – Education, region

35

55

33

48
53

36

66

47

60

42

57

37 36

49

28

40

5 3
10

16 12 15
7

13

0

20

40

60

Vardar region East region Southwest region Southeast region Pelagonia region Polog region Northeast region Skopje region

Region

Yes, it is possible No, it is not possible Don't know/Refuse to answer

People with post-graduate and university degrees believe more than others that children 

with disabilities can become famous in Macedonia one day, as well as people living in 

Northeast region as compared to other seven statistical regions in the country.  

20

45

29

47

33

54

88

67

43
51

43
50

37

1313 12
21

10
18

9

0
0

20

40

60

80

Not completed primary
school

Completed primary school Not completed secondary
school

Completed secondary
school

Completed college Completed university Completed university/post-
graduate

Education

Yes, it is possible No, it is not possible Don't know/Refuse to answer

B9. Do you think it is possible for a child with severe/long term impairments to become a famous artist , businessman, successful politician or statesman in Macedonia one 

day? - %, Base:  n=1000 



UNICEF |  Knowledge, Attitude & Practices (KAP) Survey towards  Inclusion of Children with Disabilities | November 2014 94

4.3.5 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Gender

C2. Please state how much you agree with them using the scale 1 to 5 where 1 means ABSOLUTELY DO NOT AGGREE and 5 means FULLY AGREE. – Average scores

Women agree slightly more than men with the given statements.
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No matter how much the state and society tries and
how much money they invest, there is not much
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4.3.6 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Ethnicity

C2. Please state how much you agree with them using the scale 1 to 5 where 1 means ABSOLUTELY DO NOT AGGREE and 5 means FULLY AGREE. – Average scores

Different ethnicities have slightly different attitudes towards children with disabilities. Macedonian and 

other ethnic groups think that the state and society should do everything possible to ensure equal 

opportunities and chances for children with disabilities, regardless of the costs. On the other hand,  

Albanians believe more than others that no matter how much the state and society tries and how much 

money they invest, there is not much that can be done to help children with disabilities.
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society, as other citizens
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how much money they invest, there is not much that

can be done to help children with disabilities
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4.3.7 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Place of 

living

C2. Please state how much you agree with them using the scale 1 to 5 where 1 means ABSOLUTELY DO NOT AGGREE and 5 means FULLY AGREE. – Average scores

People living in both urban and rural areas agree to almost to the same extent that children with 

disabilities can equally contribute to society as other citizens. 

On the other hand, people living in rural areas seem to be slightly more pessimistic and agree that no 

matter how much the state and society try and how much is invested, there is not much that can be done 

to help children with disabilities. They also agree more than people living in urban areas that regardless of 

the effort that they and their families make, children with disabilities cannot be fully integrated in society, 

the way in which other children do. 
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4.3.8 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Age

C2. Please state how much you agree with them using the scale 1 to 5 where 1 means ABSOLUTELY DO NOT AGGREE and 5 means FULLY AGREE. – Average scores

No bigger differences in attitudes of people towards children with disabilities based on age. What can be 

noticed is that those at the age of 30-49 think that the state and society should do everything possible to 

ensure equal opportunities and chances for children with disabilities, regardless of the costs, and the 

oldest ones (60+) believe that those efforts cannot help the children with disabilities be fully integrated in 

the society, the way in which other children do since they also do not agree so much that they can equally 

contribute to society as other citizens.  
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No matter how much the state and society tries and how much money
they invest, there is not much that can be done to help children with

disabilities

Total 15-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+



UNICEF |  Knowledge, Attitude & Practices (KAP) Survey towards  Inclusion of Children with Disabilities | November 2014 98

4.3.9 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Education 

C2. Please state how much you agree with them using the scale 1 to 5 where 1 means ABSOLUTELY DO NOT AGGREE and 5 means FULLY AGREE. - Average scores

People with higher education (post-graduate degree) agree more than others that the state and society should do 

everything possible to ensure equal opportunities and chances for children with disabilities regardless of the costs but they

do not agree as much as others that those efforts will be without results. The higher the education level, the more the 

people think that the children with disabilities can equally contribute to society as other citizens.

4.42

3.49

3.44

2.81

4.07

3.53

3.21

3.07

4.36

3.63

3.25

3.03

4.32

3.32

3.40

3.06

4.43

3.52

3.45

2.85

4.45

3.73

3.63

2.95

4.48

3.34

3.52

2.45

4.75

2.75

3.75

2.50

1 3 5

The state and society should do
everything possible to ensure equal

opportunities and chances for children
with disabilities, regardless of the costs

Regardless of the effort that they and
their families make, children with

disabilities cannot be fully integrated in
society, the way in which other children

do

Children with disabilities can equally
contribute to society, as other citizens

No matter how much the state and
society tries and how much money they

invest, there is not much that can be
done to help children with disabilities

Total Not completed primary school Completed primary school

Not completed secondary school Completed secondary school Completed college

Completed university Completed university/post-graduate



UNICEF |  Knowledge, Attitude & Practices (KAP) Survey towards  Inclusion of Children with Disabilities | November 2014 99

4.3.10 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Region  

C2. Please state how much you agree with them using the scale 1 to 5 where 1 means ABSOLUTELY DO NOT AGGREE and 5 means FULLY AGREE. - Average scores

People living in East region are more than others in favor that the society and state should do everything possible 

to ensure equal opportunities and chances for children with disabilities, regardless of the costs. On the other 

hand, people in Vardar region do not believe that those efforts  can do much for integration of children with 

disabilities in society, whereas they and people in Polog region think that there is not much that can be done to 

help children with disabilities. People in the Northeast region agree slightly more than people living in other 

regions of the country that children with disabilities can equally contribute to society as other citizens.  
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4.3.11 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Models of 

disability - Gender, ethnicity 

Women feel more sorry for children with 

disabilities than men and bigger 

percentage of them think that they need 

held and financial assistance in order to fit 

in the society (Charity model). On the 

other hand, men think that children with 

disabilities need medical care, 

rehabilitation services and other special 

services to fit in society (Medical model). 

With regards to the Social & Rights-based 

model, men and women equally agree 

that environmental barriers, such as 

physical and those that people create 

through attitudes and stereotypes need to 

be removed for children with disabilities to 

fit in society.

Based on ethnicity, the biggest 

percentage of the respondents of all 

ethnicities are for Medical model, whereas 

Albanians more than Macedonians and 

other ethnicities. On the other hand, 

Albanians are less for removing the 

environmental barriers, such as physical 

and those that people create through 

attitudes and stereotypes so that children 

with disabilities can fit in society (Social & 

Rights-based model). 
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4.3.12 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Models of disability 

- Place of living, region

People living in urban areas are slightly 

more in favor of Social & Rights based 

model than those living in rural areas of 

Macedonia, whereas those people feel 

more sorry for children with disabilities, 

which according to them need help and 

financial assistance in order to fit in 

society (Charity model). Nevertheless, 

the biggest percentage of people both 

in urban and rural areas (44%) agree 

that children with disabilities need 

medical care, rehabilitation services and 

other special services to fit in society

(Medical model).

Analyzed by statistical regions, the 

biggest percentage of respondents 

living in Southeast region belong to the 

Charity model of disability, those in 

Polog region agree with statement 

characteristic for Medical model, 

whereas people living in Southwest 

region are for removing the 

environmental barriers, such as 

physical and those that people create 

through attitudes and stereotypes so 

that children with disabilities can fit in 

society (Social & Rights-based model).
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4.3.13 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Models of 

disability - Education

Charity model of disability is supported by 

less educated people – the higher the 

education, the smaller support for this model.

Medical model of disability is supported more 

by people with completed college and post-

graduate studies.

The Social & Rights-based model is 

supported by the respondents with higher 

education, completed university and post-

graduate studies.
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4.3.14 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Models of 

disability - Age

The support for Social & Rights based 

model declines with the age of the 

respondents. The biggest percentage 

of the respondents, especially those at 

the age of 40 and older are in support 

of Medical model of disability and 

agree more than younger people (20-

39) that children with disabilities need 

medical care, rehabilitation services 

and other special services to fit in 

society.

The youngest surveyed population 

(15-19) is also more in favor of this 

model than those at the age 20-39, but 

slightly less as compared to people 

aged 40 and older.
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4.3.15 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Who needs 

to adapt? - Gender, ethnicity 

Women more than man think that 

with the help of family and the 

environment, child with disabilities 

should adapt to life in society, 

whereas bigger percentage of 

men think that society and the 

environment should be adapted to 

the child with disabilities, taking 

into consideration their needs.

As for different ethnic groups 

living in Macedonia, Albanians are 

more in favor of the statement that 

child with disabilities should adapt 

to life in society with the help of 

family and the environment, 

whereas Macedonians and other 

ethnicities agree more that the 

society and the environment 

should be adapted to the child 

with disabilities, taking into 

consideration their needs.
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4.3.16 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Who needs to 

adapt? - Place of living, region

People living in urban areas, in 

Vardar region agree more than 

those living in rural areas and 

other regions that the society and 

the environment should be 

adapted to the child with 

disabilities, taking into 

consideration their needs. 

Respondents living in Polog more 

than others think that with the help 

of family and the environment, 

child with disabilities should adapt 

to life in society. 
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4.3.17 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Who needs 

to adapt? - Education

Respondents with completed 

colleague and university  find the 

opinion that society and environment 

should be adapted to the child with 

disabilities as closer to their opinion 
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4.3.18 Attitude in the society towards children with disabilities – Who needs 

to adapt? - Age

Respondents in the age groups 20-29 

and 40-49 find the opinion that society 

and the environment should be 

adapted to the child with disabilities 

more close to their view in comparison 

to other age groups.

In general the opinion that society and 

the environment should be adapted is 

closer to all respondents regardless 

the age group.  
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4.3.19 Regular or special schools? What if… – Gender

D2. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the 

statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree.. – Average 

scores

Gender does not significantly 

influence the opinion of the 

general public related to 

inclusive education. 

The only slight difference is that 

more women than men think that 

children with disabilities will have 

less chances to get a job even if 

they go through schooling, that it 

is better for them to go to 

specialized schools, because if 

they go to regular schools, other 

children will be deprived of 

attention, and the regular 

schools in Macedonia do not 

have trained staff to work with 

children with disabilities. 
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disabilities in regular schools.

It's good for children with disabilities to attend
regular schools, because in this way, other
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Even when children with disabilities go through
their schooling, they have less chances to get a
job than the other citizens of the same level of

education.

Inclusion of children with disabilities in regular
schools would contribute to better understanding

of children with disabilities by their peers.

For the development of the children with
disabilities it is much better to attend a

specialized institution for education, than to go
to regular schools.

If children with disabilities attend classes in
regular schools, teachers need to pay too much

attention to them, and other children are
deprived.

Schools in Macedonia do not have trained
professional staff (teachers, defectologists) to

work with children with disabilities.
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4.3.20 Regular or special schools? What if… – Ethnicity

D2. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the 

statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree.. – Average 

scores

More or less, all ethnic groups 

living in Macedonia agree the 

same about whether children 

with disabilities should go to 

the regular or special schools. 

Small differences in opinion 

can be noticed in bigger 

number of Albanians than 

others agreeing that 

Macedonia currently has more 

important problems than 

inclusion of children with 

disabilities in regular schools, 

as well as that schools in 

Macedonia do not have 

trained professional staff 

(teachers, defectologists) to 

work with children with 

disabilities.

3.55

2.56

3.62

3.70

3.61

3.75

3.59

3.58

3.56

2.50

3.64

3.74

3.59

3.75

3.59

3.49

3.48

2.83

3.60

3.62

3.64

3.77

3.59

3.81

3.66

2.18

3.60

3.64

3.62

3.76

3.57

3.59

1 3 5

If children with disabilities attend classes in regular
schools, it has positive influence on their

development.

Macedonia currently has more important problems
than inclusion of children with disabilities in regular

schools.

It's good for children with disabilities to attend
regular schools, because in this way, other

children without disabilities learn social skills,
tolerance and respect for diversity.

Even when children with disabilities go through
their schooling, they have less chances to get a
job than the other citizens of the same level of

education.

Inclusion of children with disabilities in regular
schools would contribute to better understanding

of children with disabilities by their peers.

For the development of the children with
disabilities it is much better to attend a specialized

institution for education, than to go to regular
schools.

If children with disabilities attend classes in regular
schools, teachers need to pay too much attention

to them, and other children are deprived.

Schools in Macedonia do not have trained
professional staff (teachers, defectologists) to work

with children with disabilities.

Total Macedonian Albanian Other
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4.3.21 Regular or special schools? What if…– Place of living

D2. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of 

the statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree.. –

Average scores

People living in urban areas are 

more in favor of inclusion of children 

with disabilities as compared to 

people living in rural areas. Namely, 

they agree more that if children with 

disabilities attend classes in regular 

schools it has positive influence on 

their development, other children 

without disabilities would learn social 

skills, tolerance and respect for 

diversity, would have better 

understanding of children with 

disabilities. On the other hand, they 

do not agree as much as people in 

rural areas that for the development 

of children with disabilities it is better 

to attend specialized schools.

3.55

2.56

3.62

3.70

3.61

3.75

3.59

3.58

3.62

2.52

3.65

3.67

3.67

3.69

3.58

3.57

3.46

2.60

3.58

3.74

3.52

3.84

3.60

3.60

1 3 5

If children with disabilities attend classes in regular
schools, it has positive influence on their

development.

Macedonia currently has more important problems
than inclusion of children with disabilities in regular

schools.

It's good for children with disabilities to attend
regular schools, because in this way, other children
without disabilities learn social skills, tolerance and

respect for diversity.

Even when children with disabilities go through their
schooling, they have less chances to get a job than

the other citizens of the same level of education.

Inclusion of children with disabilities in regular
schools would contribute to better understanding of

children with disabilities by their peers.

For the development of the children with disabilities
it is much better to attend a specialized institution

for education, than to go to regular schools.

If children with disabilities attend classes in regular
schools, teachers need to pay too much attention to

them, and other children are deprived.

Schools in Macedonia do not have trained
professional staff (teachers, defectologists) to work

with children with disabilities.

Total Urban Rural
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4.3.22 Regular or special schools? What if… - Age

D2. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 

5 = I completely agree.. – Average scores

Older people (60+) think more 

than other age groups that 

Macedonia currently has more 

important problems than 

inclusion of children with 

disabilities in regular schools, 

those at the age of 30-39 think 

slightly more that it's good for 

children with disabilities to 

attend regular schools, 

because in this way, other 

children without disabilities 

learn social skills, tolerance 

and respect for diversity.  

3.55

2.56

3.62

3.70

3.67

2.56

3.66

3.66

3.66

2.56

3.70

3.50

3.61

2.45

3.77

3.74

3.43

2.49

3.53

3.73

3.53

2.59

3.52

3.77

3.46

2.69

3.56

3.79

1 3 5

If children with disabilities attend classes in
regular schools, it has positive influence on their

development.

Macedonia currently has more important
problems than inclusion of children with

disabilities in regular schools.

It's good for children with disabilities to attend
regular schools, because in this way, other

children without disabilities learn social skills,
tolerance and respect for diversity.

Even when children with disabilities go through
their schooling, they have less chances to get a
job than the other citizens of the same level of

education.

Total 15-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+
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4.3.22 Regular or special schools? What if… - Age (cont.)

D2. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 

5 = I completely agree.. – Average scores

Older people aged 60+ seem 

to be a little bit more against 

inclusion of children in regular 

education system than other 

age groups.

3.61

3.75

3.59

3.58

3.60

3.57

3.46

3.67

3.62

3.66

3.46

3.61

3.67

3.76

3.63

3.58

3.51

3.78

3.61

3.60

3.61

3.75

3.66

3.51

3.61

3.90

3.67

3.56

1 3 5

Inclusion of children with disabilities in regular
schools would contribute to better understanding

of children with disabilities by their peers.

For the development of the children with
disabilities it is much better to attend a

specialized institution for education, than to go
to regular schools.

If children with disabilities attend classes in
regular schools, teachers need to pay too much

attention to them, and other children are
deprived.

Schools in Macedonia do not have trained
professional staff (teachers, defectologists) to

work with children with disabilities.

Total 15-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+
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4.3.23 Regular or special schools? What if…– Education 

D2. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the statements using a scale

from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree.. – Average scores

3.55

2.56

3.62

3.70

3.61

3.75

3.59

3.58

3.79

3.64

3.93

3.60

3.80

3.73

3.33

3.86

3.45

2.57

3.55

3.74

3.52

3.86

3.68

3.55

3.63

2.78

3.69

3.60

3.81

3.65

3.49

3.53

3.58

2.58

3.61

3.72

3.58

3.74

3.59

3.53

3.76

3.00

3.83

3.90

3.93

3.80

3.56

3.85

3.45

2.26

3.62

3.63

3.58

3.77

3.59

3.69

3.50

2.38

3.50

3.63

3.63

3.13

3.38

3.86

1 3

If children with disabilities attend classes in regular schools, it
has positive influence on their development.

Macedonia currently has more important problems than
inclusion of children with disabilities in regular schools.

It's good for children with disabilities to attend regular schools,
because in this way, other children without disabilities learn

social skills, tolerance and respect for diversity.

Even when children with disabilities go through their schooling,
they have less chances to get a job than the other citizens of

the same level of education.

Inclusion of children with disabilities in regular schools would
contribute to better understanding of children with disabilities by

their peers.

For the development of the children with disabilities it is much
better to attend a specialized institution for education, than to

go to regular schools.

If children with disabilities attend classes in regular schools,
teachers need to pay too much attention to them, and other

children are deprived.

Schools in Macedonia do not have trained professional staff
(teachers, defectologists) to work with children with disabilities.

Total Not completed primary school Completed primary school

Not completed secondary school Completed secondary school Completed college

Completed university Completed university/post-graduate

Respondents with not 

completed primary school 

slightly more than others  

agree that if children with 

disabilities attend classes in 

regular schools, it has 

positive influence on their 

development and that it's 

good for children with 

disabilities to attend regular 

schools, because in this way, 

other children without 

disabilities learn social skills, 

tolerance and respect for 

diversity.

On the other hand they also 

think that Macedonia 

currently has more important 

problems than inclusion of 

children with disabilities in 

regular schools.

Both respondents with not 

completed primary school 

and those with post-graduate 

degrees agree that Schools 

in Macedonia do not have 

trained professional staff 

(teachers, defectologists) to 

work with children with 

disabilities.
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4.3.24 Regular or special schools? What if…– Region

D2. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the statements 

using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree.. – Average scores

People living in Vardar region 

are less for inclusion of 

children with disabilities in 

regular schools than people 

living in other regions. Those 

living in Polog region believe 

more than others that schools 

in Macedonia do not have 

trained professional staff 

(teachers, defectologists) to 

work with children with 

disabilities. 

3.55

2.56

3.62

3.70

3.61

3.75

3.59

3.58

3.57

3.22

3.73

4.13

3.70

4.27

4.02

3.92

3.00

2.14

3.01

3.85

3.00

4.01

3.36

2.89

3.62

2.44

3.76

3.41

3.63

3.31

3.12

3.49

3.60

3.17

3.74

4.00

3.73

4.17

3.84

4.06

3.57

2.53

3.49

4.00

3.47

3.52

3.72

3.62

3.40

2.47

3.44

3.65

3.46

3.96

3.59

4.12

3.38

2.57

3.66

3.38

3.72

3.23

3.37

3.00

3.81

2.47

3.85

3.58

3.84

3.75

3.69

3.54

1 3 5

If children with disabilities attend classes in
regular schools, it has positive influence on

their development.

Macedonia currently has more important
problems than inclusion of children with

disabilities in regular schools.

It's good for children with disabilities to
attend regular schools, because in this
way, other children without disabilities

learn social skills, tolerance and respect for
diversity.

Even when children with disabilities go
through their schooling, they have less

chances to get a job than the other citizens
of the same level of education.

Inclusion of children with disabilities in
regular schools would contribute to better
understanding of children with disabilities

by their peers.

For the development of the children with
disabilities it is much better to attend a

specialized institution for education, than to
go to regular schools.

If children with disabilities attend classes in
regular schools, teachers need to pay too
much attention to them, and other children

are deprived.

Schools in Macedonia do not have trained
professional staff (teachers, defectologists)

to work with children with disabilities.

Total Vardar East Southwest Southeast Pelagonia Polog Northeast Skopje
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4.3.25 Families or specialized institutions? – Gender

E1. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the 

statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree. Base:  n=1000, 

Average scores

Opinions of men and women 

regarding whether it is better for 

children with disabilities to be with 

their families or in specialized 

institutions are only slightly 

different.

Still, women more than men think 

that other children, who are 

growing up in families with children 

with disabilities, learn to be more 

attentive and more tolerant, but 

also if a child with disabilities is left 

without parental care, it is better to 

put it in a foster family than in an 

institution. On the other hand, they 

also think more than men that 

parents of children with disabilities 

often take too patronizing attitude 

towards their child, which leads to 

isolation of that child from other 

children. 

3.10

4.01

3.60

4.00

2.90

3.48

3.09

3.96

3.52

3.97

2.86

3.44

3.11

4.06

3.67

4.03

2.95

3.52

1 3 5

For children with disabilities it is better be placed
in special institutions, rather than with their

families, because these institutions have experts
who are specially trained to care for them.

Other children, who are growing up in families
with children with disabilities, learn to be more

attentive and more tolerant.

If a child with disabilities is left without parental
care, it is better to put it in a foster family than in

an institution.

I feel sorry for families with a child with
disabilities, because they are victims of

unfortunate coincidence.

In families where a child with disabilities is
growing up, other children are usually neglected.

Parents of children with disabilities often take
too patronizing attitude towards their child, which

leads to isolation of that child from other
children.

Total Male Female
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4.3.26 Families or specialized institutions? – Ethnicity

E1. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the 

statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree. Base:  n=1000, 

Average scores

Albanians more than other 

ethnicities think that for 

children with disabilities it is 

better be placed in special 

institutions, rather than with 

their families, because these 

institutions have experts who 

are specially trained to care 

for them. They also agree 

more that in families where a 

child with disabilities is 

growing up, other children are 

usually neglected and agree 

more than other ethnicities 

that parents of children with 

disabilities often take too 

patronizing attitude towards 

their child, which leads to 

isolation of that child from 

other children. 

3.10

4.01

3.60

4.00

2.90

3.48

2.87

4.12

3.61

4.03

2.74

3.43

3.74

3.70

3.61

3.99

3.34

3.62

3.01

4.10

3.44

3.81

2.82

3.40

1 3 5

For children with disabilities it is better be placed
in special institutions, rather than with their

families, because these institutions have experts
who are specially trained to care for them.

Other children, who are growing up in families
with children with disabilities, learn to be more

attentive and more tolerant.

If a child with disabilities is left without parental
care, it is better to put it in a foster family than in

an institution.

I feel sorry for families with a child with
disabilities, because they are victims of

unfortunate coincidence.

In families where a child with disabilities is
growing up, other children are usually neglected.

Parents of children with disabilities often take
too patronizing attitude towards their child, which

leads to isolation of that child from other
children.

Total Macedonian Albanian Other
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4.3.27 Families or specialized institutions? – Place of living

E1. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the 

statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree. Base:  n=1000,, 

Average scores

According to the opinion of 

people living in rural areas, for 

children with disabilities it is 

better be placed in special 

institutions, rather than with 

their families, because these 

institutions have experts who 

are specially trained to care 

for them, but also that parents 

of children with disabilities 

often take too patronizing 

attitude towards their child, 

which leads to isolation of that 

child from other children. 

They also believe more than 

people living in urban areas 

that families with a child with 

disabilities are victims of 

unfortunate coincidence.

3.10

4.01

3.60

4.00

2.90

3.48

2.96

4.04

3.55

3.95

2.87

3.45

3.29

3.97

3.66

4.08

2.94

3.52

1 3 5

For children with disabilities it is better be placed
in special institutions, rather than with their

families, because these institutions have experts
who are specially trained to care for them.

Other children, who are growing up in families
with children with disabilities, learn to be more

attentive and more tolerant.

If a child with disabilities is left without parental
care, it is better to put it in a foster family than in

an institution.

I feel sorry for families with a child with
disabilities, because they are victims of

unfortunate coincidence.

In families where a child with disabilities is
growing up, other children are usually neglected.

Parents of children with disabilities often take
too patronizing attitude towards their child, which

leads to isolation of that child from other
children.

Total Urban Rural
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4.3.28 Families or specialized institutions? – Age

E1. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the 

statements using a scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree. Base:  n=1000, 

Average scores

The older the respondent, the 

more he/she thinks that for 

children with disabilities it is 

better be placed in special 

institutions, rather than with 

their families, because these 

institutions have experts who 

are specially trained to care 

for them, and the more he/she 

feels sorry for families with a 

child with disabilities, because 

they are victims of unfortunate 

coincidence. With the increase 

of age also increases 

agreement of the respondents 

that in families where a child 

with disabilities is growing up, 

other children are usually 

neglected.

3.10

4.01

3.60

4.00

2.90

3.48

3.30

3.91

3.53

3.89

2.89

3.34

2.90

3.95

3.52

3.78

2.70

3.47

3.01

4.11

3.56

4.01

2.79

3.59

3.15

4.02

3.67

4.06

2.92

3.40

3.11

4.04

3.70

4.08

3.01

3.44

3.23

4.00

3.58

4.15

3.12

3.56

1 3 5

For children with disabilities it is better be placed in
special institutions, rather than with their families,
because these institutions have experts who are

specially trained to care for them.

Other children, who are growing up in families with
children with disabilities, learn to be more attentive

and more tolerant.

If a child with disabilities is left without parental
care, it is better to put it in a foster family than in

an institution.

I feel sorry for families with a child with disabilities,
because they are victims of unfortunate

coincidence.

In families where a child with disabilities is growing
up, other children are usually neglected.

Parents of children with disabilities often take too
patronizing attitude towards their child, which leads

to isolation of that child from other children.

Total 15-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60+
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4.3.29 Families or specialized institutions? – Education

E1. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the statements using a 

scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree. Base:  n=1000, Average scores

Less educated people 

are more in favor that 

for the children with 

disabilities it is better to 

be placed in special 

institutions, rather than 

with their families, 

because these 

institutions have experts 

who are specially 

trained to care for them. 

People with not 

completed primary 

education agree more 

than others that in 

families where a child 

with disabilities is 

growing up, other 

children are usually 

neglected.  

3.10

4.01

3.60

4.00

2.90

3.48

3.86

3.71

3.46

4.13

3.86

4.00

3.41

3.93

3.45

4.14

3.03

3.54

3.37

3.81

3.54

3.74

3.00

3.20

2.98

4.06

3.59

4.02

2.83

3.48

3.25

4.13

3.79

4.03

3.10

3.68

3.10

3.99

3.70

3.93

2.87

3.45

2.63

4.00

3.38

4.13

2.88

3.38

1 3 5

For children with disabilities it is better be placed in
special institutions, rather than with their families, because
these institutions have experts who are specially trained

to care for them.

Other children, who are growing up in families with
children with disabilities, learn to be more attentive and

more tolerant.

If a child with disabilities is left without parental care, it is
better to put it in a foster family than in an institution.

I feel sorry for families with a child with disabilities,
because they are victims of unfortunate coincidence.

In families where a child with disabilities is growing up,
other children are usually neglected.

Parents of children with disabilities often take too
patronizing attitude towards their child, which leads to

isolation of that child from other children.

Total Not completed primary school Completed primary school
Not completed secondary school Completed secondary school Completed college
Completed university Completed university/post-graduate



UNICEF |  Knowledge, Attitude & Practices (KAP) Survey towards  Inclusion of Children with Disabilities | November 2014 120

4.3.30 Families or specialized institutions? – Region

E1. Now I will read to you several statements. Please evaluate to what extent you agree with each of the statements using a 

scale from 1 to 5, where 1 = I don't agree at all, and 5 = I completely agree. Base:  n=1000, Average scores

People living in Southeast 

and Polog regions are 

more in favor of placing a 

child with disabilities in a 

specialized institutions 

rather than in their families 

than in other statistical 

regions.

Respondents from Vardar 

region expressed feel 

more sorry than others for 

families with a child with 

disabilities, because they 

are victims of unfortunate 

coincidence and Parents 

of children with disabilities 

often take too patronizing 

attitude towards their 

child, which leads to 

isolation of that child from 

other children.

3.10

4.01

3.60

4.00

2.90

3.48

3.48

4.13

3.20

4.62

3.43

4.12

3.00

4.37

3.65

3.99

2.58

3.33

3.32

3.75

3.39

3.38

2.35

2.93

3.52

4.17

3.84

4.40

3.26

3.98

2.75

3.66

3.45

4.36

2.38

3.13

3.56

4.02

3.87

4.28

3.12

3.81

3.14

3.56

3.42

3.95

3.04

3.51

2.76

4.17

3.65

3.71

3.05

3.40

1 3 5

For children with disabilities it is better be placed in special
institutions, rather than with their families, because these

institutions have experts who are specially trained to care for
them.

Other children, who are growing up in families with children
with disabilities, learn to be more attentive and more tolerant.

If a child with disabilities is left without parental care, it is
better to put it in a foster family than in an institution.

I feel sorry for families with a child with disabilities, because
they are victims of unfortunate coincidence.

In families where a child with disabilities is growing up, other
children are usually neglected.

Parents of children with disabilities often take too patronizing
attitude towards their child, which leads to isolation of that

child from other children.

Total Vardar region East region Southwest region Southeast region

Pelagonia region Polog region Northeast region Skopje region
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5. Demographic Data
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5.1 Demography – Gender, ethnicity, place of living, age, region

49.8

50.2

Gender

Male Female

66

25

9

Ethnicity 

Macedonian Albanian Other

57

43

Place of living

Urban Rural

9.4

19.1

18.0

17.5

15.5

20.5

0 10 20 30 40

15-19

20-29

30-39

40-49

50-59

60+

Age

6

10

11

9

12

14

9

29

0 10 20 30 40

Vardar region

East region

Southwest region

Southeast region

Pelagonia region

Polog region

Northeast region

Skopje region

Region



UNICEF |  Knowledge, Attitude & Practices (KAP) Survey towards  Inclusion of Children with Disabilities | November 2014 123

5.2 Demography – Education, income, profession 

2

13

6

56

4

19

0.8

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Not completed primary school

Completed primary school

Not completed secondary school

Completed secondary school

Completed college

Completed university

Completed university/post-
graduate

Education

0.2

1

6

9

16

14

10

11

5

4

2

24

0 10 20 30 40

No income last month

Up to 6000 MKD

6001-12000 MKD

12001-18000 MKD

18001-24000 MKD

24001-30000 MKD

30001-36000 MKD

36001-42000 MKD

48001- 54000 MKD

54001-60000 MKD

More than  60000 MKD

Do not know/Refuses to answer

Income

1

5

3

0.2

4

8

3

9

6

6

1

6

8

8

0.2

15

17

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Executive/administrative/management

Professionals/Talent Professionals

Owner small or large retail store or business

Large or medium farm owners or managers

Technicians, mid-level/minor administrative

White collar, clerical [non-supervisory]

Salesmen, salespeople, sales representatives

Skilled labor

Other labor

Service and Protective workers

Small farm owners/managers

Pupil

Student

Housewife

Maternity leave

Pensioner

Currently unemployed

Profession 


