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Prevalence of child marriage among young people aged 20–24 years in Roma 

Settlements (%)

Key Messages

• Young people from Roma settlements aged 

20–24 enter into marriage before age 15 in 

17% of cases, while almost one-third (31%) do 

it before coming of age (18).

• Young Roma from poorer families are at 

higher risk of entering into marriage before 

age 15 compared to their peers living in 

wealthier families. As many as 27% of young 

Roma from the poorest families get married 

before age 15, while 16% of young Roma from 

the wealthiest families do so.

• When it comes to marriage before age 18, 

material status does not have a significant 

impact on the percentage of young people 

who enter into marriage. Young people from 

the middle and fourth quintiles enter into 

marriage before coming of age in 37% and 

36% of cases, respectively. Additionally, 

marriage is entered into before age 18 by 

27% of young people from the poorest 

families and by 26% from the wealthiest ones.

• The age of marriage of young people (20–24) 

affects the literacy rate. Young people from 

Roma settlements who are not married are 

literate in 57% of cases. Among those who 

entered into marriage before age 18, slightly 

more than half (54%) are literate. On the other 

hand, only two out of five people who entered 

into marriage before age 15 are literate 

(42%).

• Among young Roma who are illiterate, 45% 

are not married, one-third (32%) entered into 

marriage between ages 15 and 18, and 

almost one-quarter (23%) did so before age 

15. Of those who do not attend school, more 

than half (55%) are not married, almost one-

third (31%) entered into marriage between 

ages 15 and 18, and 14% did so before age 

15.

Literacy rate among young people aged 20–24 years, 

by marital status (%)
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Profile of illiterate or uneducated young people, by
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School attendance by age and child labour status in Roma Settlements (%)

The Montenegro Roma Settlements Multiple 

Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) was carried 

out in 2018 by the Statistical Office of 

Montenegro (MONSTAT) as a part of the 

global MICS programme. Technical support 

was provided by the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF). UNICEF, the 

Government of Montenegro, and UNHCR 

provided financial support. 

With the objective of helping countries make 

better use of their available data and better 

understand what their data gaps are, UNICEF 

launched the MICS-Education Analysis for 

Global Learning and Equity (MICS-EAGLE).

Further statistical snapshots and the Survey 

Findings Report for this and other MICS 

surveys are available at the following link: 

mics.unicef.org/surveys.

Key Messages
• The share of children aged 5 to 17 who are

involved in some form of child labour in

Roma settlements amounts to 10%.

• Boys (14%) are more often involved in child 

labour than girls (7%), and the same applies 

to children from urban areas (11%) 

compared to children from rural areas (8%).

• The older the children from Roma 

settlements, the greater the share of child 

labour. Every fourth child aged 15 to 17 is 

involved in some form of child labour (21%) 

compared to younger children (5 to 7: 7%). 

• The level of poverty affects the frequency of 

child labour among children aged 5 to 17 

years. In the poorest category of the 

population, 18% of children from Roma 

settlements are involved in some form of 

child labour. That percentage for children 

living in families that are financially wealthier 

is 11%.

• The degree of children’s involvement in child 

labour affects the level of school attendance. 

Namely, children who are involved in child 

labour attend school to a lesser extent than 

children who are not involved in child labour. 

This is especially the case among children 

aged 9 and 12, where no child involved in 

child labour attends school. The exception to 

this trend are children aged 11 and 13 who 

attend school in 100% of cases even though 

they are involved in some form of child 

labour.

• It is noticeable that children aged 14 to 16 

from Roma settlements, regardless of 

whether they are involved in child labour or 

not, have lower school attendance rates than 

other children.
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Children involved in child labour are defined as children involved in economic activities above the statutory age-specific thresholds, children doing household 

work above the statutory age-specific thresholds and children performing hazardous work.


