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Key Messages

• In Roma Settlements, 77% of children aged

3–4 years are developmentally on track.

• Children who are 4 years old have a higher 

development index compared to 3-year-olds 

(80% compared to 74%). 

• Participation in early childhood education 

programmes does not have a significant effect 

on achieving a sufficient level of early 

development when it comes to Roma children. 

The percentages of children who attend an 

early childhood education programme, and of 

those who do not attend such a programme, 

correspond to the national averages (77% and 

76%, respectively).

• Only one in six Roma children (16%), 36–59 

months old, attend an early childhood 

education programme.

• There are significant differences in early 

education attendance between boys and girls. 

Two-and-a-half times fewer boys than girls 

attend an education programme (9% and 

23%, respectively). 

• Children from urban areas attend some form 

of early education in 17% of cases, while this 

percentage in rural areas amounts to 12%.

• When it comes to age, twice as many children 

aged 4 are included in an early education 

system compared to 3-year-olds (21% and 

10%, respectively).

• The mother’s education significantly affects 

whether the child will attend an education 

programme. The more educated the mother of 

the child, the higher the rate of attending early 

education. Only 11% of children whose 

mothers have completed primary or lower 

education attend an education programme, 

compared to children whose mothers have 

completed secondary or higher education 

(19% and 43%, respectively). 

ECDI: Early Childhood Development Index; percentage of children aged 3–4 years in Roma 

Settlements who are developmentally on track in literacy-numeracy, physical, socio-emotional, and 

learning domains

Attendance of early childhood education programmes

Percentage of children aged 36–59 months in Roma Settlements attending an early childhood 

education programme, by background characteristics.
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Characteristics of children in Roma Settlements who lag behind in development (%)

The Montenegro Roma Settlements Multiple 

Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) was carried 

out in 2018 by the Statistical Office of 

Montenegro (MONSTAT) as a part of the 

global MICS programme. Technical support 

was provided by the United Nations 

Children’s Fund (UNICEF). UNICEF, the 

Government of Montenegro, and UNHCR 

provided financial support.

With the objective of helping countries make 

better use of their available data and better 

understand what their data gaps are, UNICEF 

launched the MICS-Education Analysis for 

Global Learning and Equity (MICS-EAGLE).

Further statistical snapshots and the Survey 

Findings Report for this and other MICS 

surveys are available at the following link:  

mics.unicef.org/surveys.

Key Messages

• Children who have not reached the expected 

level of development or who do not attend an 

early education programme are equally often 

boys and girls, who live in an urban area, in 

the central region, and belong to the poorest 

families. 

• Of the children who lag behind in 

development, 51% are girls and 49% are 

boys. The same tendency is present in early 

education, where 50% of boys and 50% of 

girls from Roma settlements are not included 

in the early education system.

• In urban areas, more than three-quarters 

(76%) of children from Roma settlements lag 

behind the expected level of development, 

while 72% do not attend early education. 

• By region, 78% of children from the central 

region and 16% from the north lag behind  

the expected level of early development.

• 74% of children from the central region and 

every fifth child from the north (20%) are not 

included in early education.

• Children from the southern region have the 

lowest rate of lagging behind (5%) and the 

lowest early education non-attendance rate 

(7%). 

• The financial standing of the Roma child’s 

family plays a significant role in achieving the 

expected level of development and 

attendance of early education. Of the total 

number of children lagging behind in  

development, 35% are from poor families, 

which puts them at higher risk of lagging 

behind in development compared to children 

from richer families. The same tendency is 

present in early education, where every third 

child (35%) from poorer families does not 

attend early education. 

• Every fifth child from the richest population 

(20%) does not attend early education.
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Characteristics of children in Roma Settlements who do not attend an early education programme (%)

Six out of 10 children attending the first grade of primary 

school (62%) are of the appropriate age to attend the first 

grade (they turn 6 by the end of December of the current 

school year). Delays in enrolling in and attending the first 

grade are present in almost two-fifths of cases (38%). In the 

first grade, every fifth child is one year older than the 

expected age for starting school (21%), and one in six is as 

much as two years older (17%). There are no children 

starting the first grade younger than is envisaged for school 

enrolment.

Boys

50

Girls

50

17

21

62

Delay of 2+ years

Delay of 1 year

Appropriate age for

attending the first grade


