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Wherever he lives.
Every child deserves a childhood.
A future.
A fair chance.
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In 190 countries and territories.
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SOME KEY MILESTONES
1991

The Parliament of the
Republic of Moldova
adopted the Declaration
of Independence

1992

2005

Moldova ratifies
the Convention on
the Rights of the Child

The Republic of Moldova
joined the United Nations.

Government established
an Ombudsperson
for Child Rights

2003

1993

2001

2000

1998

2007

CRC Report (II and III)

2007

2018

2016
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Basic Cooperation
Agreement between
Government of Moldova
and UNICEF signed

1997

Fourth Country Programme
of Cooperation between
Government of Moldova
and UNICEF started

Third Country Programme
of Cooperation between
Government of Moldova
and UNICEF started

Fifth Country Programme
of Cooperation between
Government of Moldova
and UNICEF started

National Council on Child
Rights Protection established

The Millenium
Development Goals

2013

UNICEF opens
a Country Office
in Moldova

Constitution of Moldova
adopted

1994

CRC Report (I)

Second Country Programme
of Cooperation between
Government of Moldova
and UNICEF started

1995

2014

2015

CRC Report (IV and V)

The Association
Agreement between
EU and the Republic
of Moldova signed

KEY FACTS

about Moldova¹

Moldova is a small land-locked country in Eastern
Europe with a total land area of 33,846 km2. Nine
out of ten Moldovans are Orthodox Christians.²
With a moderate climate and productive farmland,
Moldova's economy relies heavily on its agriculture
sector, featuring fruits, vegetables, wine, and
tobacco.

Official name:
Republic
of Moldova
Capital city:
Chisinau

Chișinău

All statistics don’t include the left bank of Nistru river,
unless this is specified in the text
2
2014 Population and Housing Census
1
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POPULATION³

FAMILY STRUCTURE⁷
Two out of three children live with both biological
parents.

3.5

63%

million 19%
children
The majority of children live in rural areas.⁴

POVERTY
Despite recent progress, Moldova remains one of
the poorest countries in Europe. It became a
middle-income country in 2011, yet the economic
benefits did not reach all – poverty is still
entrenched in rural areas.

58%

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION

5

5 municipalities
61 cities
1616 villages and communes

The majority of Moldovans depend primarily
on agriculture for their livelihood. Families with
three or more children remain the most vulnerable
to poverty.

23%

OF FAMILIES WITH THREE OR
MORE CHILDREN ARE POOR.

LIFE EXPECTANCY6

68

76

AVERAGE
3
4

4

OF CHILDREN
LIVE WITH BOTH
BIOLOGICAL
PARENTS

National Bureau of Statistics
Children of Moldova statistical publication 2017

YEARS
National Bureau of Statistics
National Bureau of Statistics
7
2012 MICS Moldova
5
6

MIGRATION
Unemployment and poverty have forced many
Moldovans to look for work in other countries.
Remittances account for a quarter of Moldova’s
GDP, among the highest share in the world.8

21%

of all children have
at least one parent
living abroad

1/4 from
remittances

$6.8
BILLION

PER CAPITA

$1,935

‘Parent drain’ is a major feature of family life in
Moldova. In 2012, there were an estimated 150
thousand children having one or both parents
abroad.⁹

As the country continues on its path of political and
economic transition, it has embarked on reforming
its social and administrative sectors. The reforms
are expected to benefit all, including children
and women, by increasing the provision and
quality of services, government oversight, transparency and improved public financial management.

UNICEF IN MOLDOVA
For over two decades, UNICEF has been working jointly with the Government of Moldova to provide
assistance in fulfilling the rights of children.
UNICEF’s mission is to support making sure every child in the country is healthy, educated and safe from
harm, therefore having the best start in life and a fair chance to reach her or his full potential, as well as
to benefit from the country’s prosperity.
The previous country programmes of cooperation between the Government of Moldova and UNICEF
have contributed to the successful achievement of a number of results through advocacy and
partnerships with a wide range of stakeholders.

8
9

The World bank in Moldova Country snapshot, 2017 National Bureau of Statistics
2012 Moldova MICS
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RESULTS FOR CHILDREN
OF MOLDOVA
In almost all indicators of child well-being in Moldova, there have been gradual improvements over the
past decade.
Child mortality rates are low: the country has made great progress in reducing
the under-five mortality rate – the probability of children dying before their fifth birthday.
The government put into place a nationwide health insurance scheme in 2004 with advances in the
coverage of antenatal care and immunization. The National Health Insurance Company fully finances
childhood and adolescent health services.
Most children in Moldova have access to education, including early learning programmes:
87 per cent of three-to-seven-year-old children are enrolled in preschools, and 84 per cent
of three-to-five-year-old children are developmentally on-track in the literacy-numeracy, physical and
social-emotional learning domains.
Significant progress has been made in the
integration of children with disabilities into
mainstream schools. Since 2012, a new
funding formula ensured that two per cent of
the per student budget is dedicated to
inclusive education.
Since 2006, the number of children
in institutions has decreased, while the use
of family-based alternatives, such as foster
care, has increased. The financial flow for
childcare services also expanded, providing
alternatives to placement in institutions.
The number of children in detention has
declined considerably and alternatives to
detention are used more.

ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT
WITH THE EUROPEAN UNION

MOLDOVA HAS A DISTINCT CHAPTER ON CHILD
RIGHTS IN ITS ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT WITH
THE EUROPEAN UNION, SIGNED IN 2014, TO
FURTHER ENSURE THAT GOVERNMENT-LED
REFORMS INCORPORATE PROTECTION AND
PROMOTION OF THE RIGHTS OF ALL CHILDREN.
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A DECADE OF IMPROVEMENT
90%

2016

11.7

87%

SURVIVAL RATE
OF NEWBORNS
WITH 1000-1500 G
INCREASED

2006

1,7

THE
PRE-SCHOOL
ENROLMENT
RATE INCREASED

CHILD MORTALITY
PER 1,000 LIVE
BIRTHS DECREASED

60%

68%

14.0

11,5
8

10,400
860

700

THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES IN
SPECIAL AND AUXILIARY
SCHOOLS HAVE DECREASED
FIVE FOLD

THE NUMBER
OF CHILDREN IN
RESIDENTIAL CARE
DECREASED NEARLY
SEVEN-FOLD

500

100

THE NUMBER OF CHILDREN
WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL
NEEDS IN REGULAR SCHOOLS
INCREASED NEARLY NINE-FOLD

THE NUMBER
OF CHILDREN
IN DETENTION
DECREASED
MORE THAN
THREE-FOLD

1,200

360

4,300
9
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WIDENING INEQUALITIES
Despite some remarkable improvement of child well-being in Moldova over the past decade, the country
is also undergoing a widening gap for the country’s nearly 680 thousand children, as a result of an aging
population, an extensive informal economy, and a high level of emigration. Rural children, children from
the Roma communities, children left behind by migrant parents, and children with disabilities are among
the most vulnerable.
Children from rural areas are more likely to live without one or both parents due to emigration.¹⁰

21%

OF RURAL CHILDREN HAVE AT
LEAST ONE MIGRANT PARENT

17%

OF URBAN CHILDREN HAVE AT
LEAST ONE MIGRANT PARENT

Children left behind are usually cared for by their grandparents,
extended family members or, in some cases, by themselves. While
the transfer of remittances may provide better living conditions for
the children left behind, the absence of parents is emotionally
challenging and may lead to lack of care and increased likelihood of
risky behaviour.
Eight in ten poor families with children live in rural areas. Risk to be
poor for children from villages is three times higher compared to
children from urban areas.¹¹
Use of improved sanitation facilities varies greatly between cities
and villages: 75% cent of the urban population uses flush toilet
facilities, compared to only 9% in rural areas.¹²
2012 Moldova MICS
Combined fourth and fifth periodic report on the implementation of the United Nations CRC
12
2012 Moldova MICS

91%
OF THE RURAL
POPULATION HAS
NO FLUSH TOILETS

10
11

11

Most children left in residential care are from rural
areas: two in three institutionalised children are
from villages, and children with disabilities are left
in institutions more often compared to other
categories.¹³

30%

OF CHILDREN IN
RESIDENTIAL
CARE ARE CHILDREN
WITH DISABILITIES

Poor children are less likely to be in school. The difference in enrolment between the lowest and highest
wealth quintiles reaches nearly 30 percentage points for preschools and 67 percentage points for upper
secondary education.¹⁴ And young children from poorest families and from rural areas have fewer
chances to learn with their fathers.¹⁵

CHILDREN LEARNING
WITH THEIR FATHERS

71% 29%
NON-POOR

40%

RURAL

60%

URBAN

POOR

The Country Programme works towards greater social inclusion of the most vulnerable groups of
children. To counter the impact of parent migration and family separation on child well-being, the country
programme promotes the enforcement of strict guardianship measures and builds the awareness of
parents on challenges faced by children left behind.
It aligns Moldova’s child disability criteria to the international methodology, promotes psycho-social
support services for children left behind, and works on harmonization of data collection between health,
child protection and education systems. Capacities for developing early-detection and early-intervention
services for children with disabilities and developmental delays are strengthened.
Ministry of Health, Labour and, Social Protection and Family data, 2016
¹⁴ UN Women and United Nations Children’s Fund, 2013
¹⁵ 2012 Moldova MICS
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

UNICEF Moldova, as a part of the larger UN family, supports the Government of Moldova in nationalizing
the Sustainable Development Goals. It helps to ensure that child-sensitive targets and indicators
are adopted.
Prioritized areas will contribute in particular to the realization of six Sustainable Development Goals
focusing on the reduction of inequality and child poverty, a healthy life and the wellbeing of children,
inclusive and equitable quality education for all children, adequate access to child-friendly justice, and
the accountability of institutions.
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2018-2022 GOVERNMENT OF MOLDOVA UNICEF COUNTRY PROGRAMME
FOR EVERY CHILD, RIGHTS
Every five years, UNICEF supports an analysis of the situation of children in Moldova and the
development of a strategy for the next cycle. The strategy for 2018-2022 builds on the successes of
UNICEF’s work to date while aligning it with the global Sustainable Development Goals for 2030.
Jointly with the Government, UNICEF identified three key action areas as priority for the 2018-2022
Country Programme:

COUNTRY PROGRAMME
2018-2022 BUDGET:

Cooperation
• To sharpen its focus on policy and legislative reforms to align
national systems to the Sustainable Development Goals and to the
Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Rights of the
Child.
Capacity development

US$ 17.5
MILLION

• To intensify efforts to increase the efficiency and accountability of
national systems in building the capacities of professionals, civil
society and adolescents.
Innovation
• To design and test viable models that demonstrate the
effectiveness of more comprehensive social services for children at
the community level, with a focus on inter-sectoral cooperation.

The 2018-2022 Country Programme of the Government of Moldova and UNICEF aims to have the rights
of all children upheld and respected, regardless of ethnicity, gender, origin, disability or poverty, in order
to achieve the following outcomes by 2022:
• Equitable, Child Sensitive Systems and Services: Moldova’s national systems and services are more
inclusive, able to protect the rights of children, and respond to the needs of the most vulnerable in an
equitable way.
• Social Change for Child Rights: Moldova’s society has knowledge on fundamental child rights and fulfils
its obligations, effectively supports social outcomes for children, and children and adolescents are
empowered to claim their rights.

17

FOR EVERY CHILD, NURTURING CARE
Children who grow up in a secure, loving and nurturing home environment are better able to withstand
life’s challenges and achieve their full potential. Positive and supportive parenting is essential for the
physical and mental development and well-being of children from early years, throughout childhood and
adolescence and into adulthood. Positive parenting helps to develop strong self-control and builds the
resilience to cope with setbacks and has long-term benefits for children. In contrast, poor parenting
practices are associated with adolescent emotional and behavioural problems.
Moldovan parents are increasingly aware of the need to play with, talk to and read to their children, but
parenting skills are still falling far short of a child’s necessary threshold.
Research findings indicate that there is a need to further improve parenting skills in Moldova. Only two
per cent of caregivers recognize the two danger signs of pneumonia. Less than half of fathers read to
their children of three to five years old. Many parents consider beating acceptable. The younger the child
is, the more likely it is he/she will be physically punished.¹⁶

16
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2012 Moldova MICS

OF CHILDREN BETWEEN THE AGES
OF TWO AND FOUR ARE REPORTED TO HAVE
EXPERIENCED PHYSICAL PUNISHMENT

Parents face additional problems in their communication with teenagers. Parents have very limited skills
on how to deal with high-risk situations, such as drug and alcohol use and how to discuss sexuality
related issues with teenagers.

Less than 20 per cent of all parents believe children with
disabilities should attend regular preschools together with
other children.17

2018-2022 NURTURING CARE PRIORITIES
The Country Programme further works with medical staff, pre-school educators and social workers so
that they can teach early childhood development skills to parents. Caregivers’ engagement, capacities
and skills are being reinforced, allowing them to take greater responsibility for appropriate childcare,
health, development, education and protection. In particular, capacities in stimulation of young children
and positive disciplining are improved.
This includes helping mothers and fathers to interact more with babies and young children, recognize
child development stages, understand the role of nurturing care and play, stimulate children’s cognition
and use positive, non-violent practices to raise their children from birth to adolescence.
The Country Programme continues to promote communication between parents and other caretakers,
creating a greater appreciation for diversity, including acceptance for children with disabilities. It supports
the development of the cross-sectorial policy documents on positive parenting.

17

Inclusion of children with disabilities in the education system, UNICEF, 2013
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FOR EVERY CHILD, HEALTH
A healthy childhood should be within the grasp of every child in Moldova. In partnership with the
government and other stakeholders, UNICEF supports creating healthy lives for children by firstly
focusing on the well-being of pregnant women and the safe delivery of their children through increased
knowledge of child health care and improved access to health services.
As a result, child mortality has reduced remarkably, but the rate of under-five deaths is still high, with one
in five child deaths at home being from preventable diseases.¹⁸

20%

OF CHILD DEATHS AT HOME
FROM PREVENTABLE DISEASES

Poor nutrition is also linked to poverty. Because
the poorest families struggle to provide sufficient
food, one third of poor women and children are
anaemic.

The poorest children are two times more likely to be anaemic and four times more likely to be stunted too short for their age - than the wealthiest ones.¹⁹
While the vaccination threshold is still high in Moldova, there are signs of decreasing inoculation among
urban families. Finally, in Moldova the prevalence of sexually transmitted infections among young
people is high and adolescents’ lack of sufficient knowledge and risky behaviours make them
particularly at risk.
CHILDREN UNDER 5 YEARS

POOR

32%

ANAEMIA

STUNTING

11%
POOR

NON POOR

15%
18
19

3%

NON POOR

Ministry of Health data, 2015. National Centre of Health Management. Statistical Yearbook, 2016
2012 Moldova MICS
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2018-2022 PRIORITIES IN HEALTH
Promote improved child survival, growth and development
The Country Programme contributes to the training of health workers on child and maternal health care
nationwide, enabling them to provide better quality services and communicate with parents about danger
signs in pregnancy and child health, in addition to development milestones.
The Country Programme also supports motivating social and health workers to identify and provide
additional services to vulnerable children and pregnant women. UNICEF Moldova pays special attention
to the role of home-visiting nurses in child development, while linking families with referral systems and
other social services to strengthen nurturing care.
Keep vaccination prevalent
The Country Programme continues to support communication about immunization as a key cornerstone
among health professionals and target populations and to monitor its effect.
Promote good nutrition
The Country Programme strongly advocates for breastfeeding and other good nutrition practices, such
as salt iodization, appropriate diets for children and flour fortification with iron toward the eradication of
anaemia. The Country Programme pays special attention to the reduction of iron and folic acid
deficiencies among pregnant women and children and advocates for the inclusion of all provisions of the
International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes in national legislation.
Expand youth-friendly health services
The Country Programme supports the development of Youth-Friendly Health Services Centres
where young people access advice, information and appropriate services related to HIV/AIDS.
With considerable progress made in preventing mother to child transmission, UNICEF has started
focusing on increasing HIV/AIDS prevention, testing and counselling, especially for vulnerable
adolescents. The Country Programme supports backing of youth-friendly health services from
location-based to performance-based, with a focus on at-risk adolescents.
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FOR EVERY CHILD, EDUCATION
Education is not only a fundamental human right, it also creates opportunities and helps people escape
poverty, malnutrition and poor health. Moldova still has far to go in ensuring that every child reaches his
or her full potential with meaningful support from parents, caregivers and schools. The primary school
net enrolment is one of the lowest in the region.20

OF CHILDREN
ARE ENROLLED
IN PRIMARY EDUCATION
20

24

UNESCO Institute of Statistics, 2016

Many schools and preschools lack adequate water and sanitation; teachers are insufficiently equipped
to work with children with disabilities and with children with special educational needs in regular classes;
and learning materials are outdated. And while there are more pre-schools than 10 years ago, rural
children remain the last to benefit.
Approximately half of 15 year olds lack a basic level of proficiency in reading and mathematics.21
And despite the progress in inclusive education, many children with disabilities are still homebound.

OF THE ROMA CHILDREN ARE NOT
ATTENDING PRE-SCHOOL

Children from the Roma communities often are out
of school. At all education levels, Roma children
attendance rates are much lower. They have fewer
opportunities
to
attend
early
education
programmes: only 20 per cent of Roma children
attend a pre-school compared to 80 per cent of
non-Roma children.²²

PISA 2015
Situation of Roma in the Republic of Moldova in areas of their compact population, 2013 Roma populated
communities, 2011, UNDP, UN Women, UNICEF Bratislava in cooperation with the World Bank and EC

21

22

25

26

2018-2022 PRIORITIES IN EDUCATION
Expand pre-school education
The value of pre-school has become well recognized in Moldova, and the Government and communities
have invested to make sure all children have the opportunity to attend pre-school, enjoy learning through
play and get prepared for primary school. In 2018-2022, the Government of Moldova and UNICEF are
continuing to expand early learning programmes, and to promote greater inclusion of children
marginalized due to disability, ethnicity, HIV, poverty or other factors.
The development of a funding formula for preschools is expected to ensure access to early education
programmes in the neediest communities.
Make schools child-friendly and promote inclusive education
UNICEF Moldova works together with education professionals, local NGOs and parents to make sure
schools and preschools are welcoming places for all children. In Child-Friendly Schools all students feel
safe, secure and have a productive learning environment.
The Country Programme 2018-2022 supports the Government to adjust the inclusive-education funding
mechanism to benefit all vulnerable children, in addition to its current focus on children with disabilities.
It strives to address the inclusion and reintegration of Roma children into the education system, as well
as promote the value of education in Roma communities. Roma community mobilization is expected to
help create greater understanding and trust between schools and families, ultimately increasing Roma
children’s school attendance.
The 2018-2022 Country programme supports further inclusion of children with disabilities and of children
with special educational needs in regular kindergarten groups and school classes. Quality of education
is to be improved through piloting innovation, child-friendly and inclusive learning. Adolescents will be
further encouraged and supported to participate in school governance.
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FOR EVERY CHILD, PROTECTION
In Moldova, poverty and the lack of community-based services has led to the placement of thousands of
children in residential care. Despite the significant progress made, children with disabilities and young
children under three are still often institutionalised.
While abandonment of young children is rare, the high level of emigration leads to family separation, with
35 thousand Moldovan children having both parents abroad.23 Limited information is available on
violence against children, however, corporal punishment and violence is reported to remain worryingly
common in Moldova. During the academic year 2016-2017 almost 11 thousand cases of abuse or
violence against children were reported by teachers and school managers.24

11.000

CASES OF VIOLENCE AGAINST
CHILDREN REPORTED BY TEACHERS

23
24
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2012 Moldova MICS
Ministry of Education data 2015-2016-2017

Migration and family breakdown increase the number of children with insufficient adult support,
contributing to other risks, including child trafficking, coming in contact or in conflict with the law. In 2017,
more than 1,400 cases of child abuse were registered by the police, including more than 300 cases of
sexual abuse.25
The rights of children in contact with the law as offenders, victims or witnesses of crimes are not fully
realized; their re-integration into a family environment or their communities also requires further
assistance. In 2017, almost every fourth child offender was sentenced, and one in four sentenced
children was imprisoned.
One in 13 children who committed offences in 2015 was below the age of criminal responsibility²⁶.

<14

8%

OF CHILDREN WHO COMMITTED OFFENCES
ARE BELOW THE AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSABILITY

Positive reforms with the backing of UNICEF have reduced the number of children in residential
institutions and in detention facilities. But much remains to be done to ensure that vulnerable families and
children receive the necessary assistance.

Routine data of the General Inspectorate of Police, 2017
²⁶ Children of Moldova statistical publication 2017
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2018-2022 PRIORITIES IN CHILD PROTECTION
End violence against children
The Country Programme aims to end violence against children by improving parenting skills, as well as
strengthen the inter-sectoral mechanism for detection and referral of abuse, exploitation, violence and
trafficking cases. Awareness of community and children on violence issues will empower them to prevent
and report violence at home and in school.
Reduce reliance on institutional care
To address child abandonment and institutionalization of children, the gatekeeping capacity of the child
protection system in applying the principle of the child’s “best interest” is being strengthened. Social
norms contributing to abandonment are being addressed, with additional efforts dedicated to eliminating
social stigma towards children with disabilities, adolescent pregnant girls, and single mothers. The
Country Programme invests in modelling of specialized foster care services at community level. It also
promotes elimination of the drivers of institutionalization through poverty alleviation programmes and
support services for children with disabilities and single mothers.
Meet the needs of children in contact with the law
The Country Programme pays a special attention to justice for children so that fewer children end
up in detention, and more children receive rehabilitation services they need to return to a normal life.
Justice sector reform is being reinforced by improving access to child-friendly justice and modelling
alternative approaches to detention and mediation for child offenders, as well as community based
services for children victims and witnesses of crimes. To enable greater access to child-friendly justice,
the Country Programme supports the establishment of reintegration services at the local level, as well as
the provision of guidance and standards for judges and prosecutors to apply alternative approaches
to detention.
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FOR EVERY CHILD, A DECENT LIFE
Children in Moldova remain disproportionately poor. Families with three or more children are amongst the
poorest, and both the incidence and the depth of poverty are twice as high among Roma children
as among non-Roma children.27 Although in 2015 social protection spending amounted to 13 per cent
of Moldova’s GDP28, more than 60 per cent of the social protection budget is spent on pensions. Less
than half of families with children were receiving poverty-targeted social assistance within the “Ajutor
Social” programme in 2015.29
Adolescents’ participation in social life and their contribution to decision-making processes, both at home
and in society, is relatively low. Adolescents have limited access to information and insufficient
awareness of human and child rights to enable them to act as drivers of change. Formal mechanisms for
their contribution to decision-making are inadequate and underfinanced.
Policy and investment decisions made by the government have a direct impact on children’s lives.
Moldova needs civil servants, parliamentarians, media and civil society organizations that understand
the value of investing in children and youth. In turn, these professionals require data and policy oriented
research to help in their decision-making.
UNDP, UN Women and UNICEF, Roma in the Republic of Moldova in Areas of Their Compact Population, 2013
Ministry of Finance, Global Resources and Expenditures Framework of the National Public Budget 2011-2017
29
Ministry of Labour, Social Protection and Family, 2015 Annual Social Report
27
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Currently, a series of reforms are underway to modernize and improve health services, education, social
protection and justice.
The changes in the next few years can have a positive impact if child rights are taken into account – and
the Country Programme partners with the Government, Parliament, local authorities, the media, NGOs
and children to help place child rights and the best interests of the child at the heart of those reforms.

2018-2022 PRIORITIES IN SOCIAL POLICY
Reduce vulnerability to economic and social exclusion
The Country Programme, complementing the efforts of financial institutions, supports the assessment of
the national poverty alleviation programmes focusing on child-related benefits and allowances.
It advocates for expanded coverage of social assistance services and the introduction of simplified
administrative procedures. In striving to increase the outreach, identification and provision of assistance
to vulnerable families with children, the Country Programme is initiating the modelling of a single registry
at district level covering the social assistance, education, and health services. Innovative approaches
to cash benefits and equity-based targeting of social services are being sought as well.
Monitor Child Rights
In promoting duty bearers’ obligations, the Country Programme works on strengthening the capacities
of the national human rights institutions. The work of the National Council on Child Rights Protection is
being reinforced to enhance cross-sectoral coordination of key child-related strategies and address in a
timely manner the emerging child rights violations. To further enhance national capacities
in child rights monitoring, UNICEF also continues its cooperation with the Child Rights Ombudsperson.
The availability of disaggregated data to monitor the rights of children is being further enhanced through
technical support to the National Bureau of Statistics and key line ministries to improve data collection
tools and systems.
The Country Programme builds further the capacity of the media in active and ethical reporting on child
rights. It works with the private sector to positively change business behaviour and practices, and
to maximize positive outcomes for the most vulnerable children.
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ENCOURAGE YOUTH AND ADOLESCENTS’ PARTICIPATION
The Country Programme strives to empower adolescents and young people to become agents of change
through innovative approaches. Access to U-Report, a social messaging tool developed by UNICEF,
helps young people to participate in decision making and claim their rights.
The Country Programme supports establishment of youth councils at local level and encourage local
public authorities to finance their activities.

IN CONCLUSION
Since 1995 UNICEF has worked in Moldova to support realising the rights of children. Its strategy has
evolved with Moldova’s development and progress into a lower-middle income country. The 2018-2022
Country Programme strives to make the society more equitable – a society in which the reality of all
children is fully understood and where gaps are addressed as a matter of priority in line with the
Sustainable Development Goals.
UNICEF’s focus lies on providing Moldova’s children with the best start in life through quality health care,
education, as well as protection from violence, exploitation and abuse.

35

JOIN US
UNICEF does not work in isolation.
To achieve the outlined outcomes, UNICEF continues working with the Child Rights Ombudsperson,
the National Council on Child Rights Protection, the Bureau of Interethnic Relations, the Council on the
Prevention and Elimination of Discrimination and the National Bureau of Statistics. UNICEF maintains
strong ties with the Ministry of Health, Labour and Social Protection, the Ministry of Education, Culture
and Research, and the Ministry of Justice.
Strengthening of partnerships and leveraging resources for children remains a key goal of the country
programme, building on 2013-2017 successes. UNICEF works with the civil society, the media, and
engages adolescents in addressing social norms and harmful beliefs.
No single organization or individual acting alone can make a lasting difference for the children of
Moldova. The challenges that children and adolescents face, and the new opportunities that are opening
up to improve their well-being, are everybody’s business.
We are actively looking for partnerships that will have the maximum impact on children’s lives.
We welcome new ideas.
We work in a dynamic middle-income country, where we must build partnerships, foster innovation,
and use our limited resources to leverage major change for children.
We are always looking for new and better ways to do this.
If you would like to know more about our work, please visit: www.unicef.org/moldova
If you would like to join us or share your views, please contact: chisinau@unicef.org
Connect with us:
www.facebook.com/UNICEFMoldova
www.youtube.com/user/UNICEFMoldova
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www.twitter.com/UNICEFMoldova

