
UNICEF’S PLANS FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR FOR THE 
ELIMINATION OF CHILD LABOUR
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In Cote d’Ivoire, UNICEF supports 
the Ministry of Family, Women and 
Children with a programme for 
street children through the funding 
and support of street teams.



U N I C E F ’ S P L A N S F O R T H E I N T E R N AT I O N A L Y E A R F O R T H E E L I M I N AT I O N O F C H I L D L A B O U R1

UNICEF’S PLANS FOR THE 
INTERNATIONAL YEAR FOR THE 
ELIMINATION OF CHILD LABOUR
The last two decades have seen significant strides in the fight against child labour. 
But the COVID-19 pandemic poses very real risks of backtracking. Positive trends 
may falter, and the vulnerabilities of children to child labour may increase. These risks 
require urgent action to prevent and mitigate the toll the pandemic takes on children 
and their families. 

The International Year for the Elimination of Child Labour offers UNICEF and 
partners unique opportunities to accelerate our efforts to address the vulnerabilities 
of children and implement comprehensive socioeconomic measures to eliminate 
child labour at national and global levels. This will also be an opportunity to 
strengthen collaboration across countries and organizations, including through 
Alliance 8.7, a global partnership to end child labour. To this end, this note details the 
range and reach of our work towards this goal. 

SOME RECENT PUBLICATIONS

UNICEF works closely 
with national and 
local governments to 
support development 
and implementation of 
comprehensive strategies  
to address child labour

UNICEF’s three priorities 
are increasing collection 
of data; bolstering the 
social service workforce; 
and preventing violence, 
exploitation and abuse

https://www.unicef.org/media/73651/file/Child-Protection-Advocacy-Child-Labour-2018.pdf
https://endchildlabour2021.org/
https://www.alliance87.org/
https://alliancecpha.org/en/GAAFAG
https://www.unicef.org/media/85516/file/UNICEF%20UNGC%20family%20friendly%20workplaces.pdf
https://www.unicef-irc.org/research/child-labour-and-education-in-india-and-bangladesh/
https://wcmsprod.unicef.org/media/70261/file/COVID-19-and-Child-labour-2020.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/rosa/reports/covid-19-and-migration-work-south-asia
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TIMELINE OF EVENTS

JANUARY 2021
Webinars on Technical Note on Girls Associated with Armed 
Group (focusing on recruitment as worst form of child labour).

 n Recordings of French and English webinars available. 
 n Op Ed from Executive Director available here.

12 FEBRUARY 2021
Red Hand Day. 

 n Executive Director Op Ed published here.

24 FEBRUARY 2021
Relationship between Child Labour and Child Marriage  
(South Asia focus). Webinar, 7-8.30 AM EST. Recording here.

MARCH 2021
Launch of Child Labour and Disability Advocacy Brief.  
(South Asia focus).

MARCH 2021
Launch of The Private Sector’s Responsibilities to South Asian 
Migrant Workers and their Families in the COVID-19 Context report. 

MARCH 2021
Quantitative and qualitative study on Child Labour in cocoa 
supply chains finalised. (Focus on Ghana and Cote d’Ivoire).

APRIL 2021
Launch of Compendium of Scoping Papers on Educational 
Strategies to Address Child Labour in India and Bangladesh.

APRIL - JUNE 2021
Research on: Fulfilling the commitment to child protection in 
Ghana (including child labour).

MAY - DEC 2021
Social Media Campaign on Ending Child Labour (UNICEF India). 

JUNE 2021
Launch of Policy Brief on Addressing Child Labour in India.

JUNE 2021
Advocacy brief to business and policy-makers: Role of business 
in preventing child labour. 

10 JUNE 2021
Webinar: Education and Child Labour in South Asia.  
Research project.

10 JUNE 2021
Virtual tour of UNICEF and partner programmes to prevent 
child labour in cobalt producing areas of DRC (in collaboration 
with the Global Battery Alliance).

12 JUNE 2021
Annual Day Against Child Labour

 n Launch of UNICEF and ILO joint report on child labour   
     estimates on 10 June (TBC).

OCT - NOV 2021
Launch of outputs from ‘Educational Strategies to Address 
Child Labour’ research, including a package of reports on 
educational-child labour linkages in India and Bangladesh, a 
mapping of promising interventions in both countries, policy 
briefs, and an accompanying webinar series.

DECEMBER 2021 Policy Document finalised: National Plan of Action 2 for the 
Elimination of Human Trafficking in Ghana.

Nearly 1 in 10 children 
are subjected to child 
labour worldwide 

A 1% rise in poverty 
leads to at least a 0.7% 
increase in child labour

The last two decades 
have seen 94 million 
fewer children in child 
labour. This remarkable 
accomplishment is 
now under threat. The 
pandemic is likely to 
reverse progress and 
make the global target 
to end child labour 
harder to achieve

https://youtu.be/GP2h-i6UkHA
https://youtu.be/vOfXPFgIWkY
https://news.trust.org/item/20210211143359-cpm3z
https://news.trust.org/item/20210211143359-cpm3z
https://www.dropbox.com/s/c157radkecy4n1r/Webinar%20recording_Relationship%20between%20child%20marriage%20and%20child%20labour.%20A%20discourse%20analysis_24%20February%202021_UNICEF%20ROSA%20UNFPA%20APRO%20ILO.mp4?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/6t77ldfta9itigz/2021_Child%20Labour%20and%20Disability%20Advocay%20Brief_UNICEF%20ROSA.pdf?dl=0
https://www.unicef.org/rosa/reports/covid-19-and-migration-work-south-asia
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1971-five-years-to-end-child-labour-education-could-be-the-solution.html
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UNICEF’S INTEGRATED APPROACH 

UNICEF promotes an integrated approach to eliminating child labour, from 
strengthening parenting initiatives, improving access to quality education, 
strengthening social protection, to addressing harmful social norms that 
perpetuate child labour. This section will outline key areas that provide entry points 
to addressing child labour. 

Child Labour and Children Associated with Armed Forces and Armed Groups (CAAFAG): 
Recruitment and use of children in armed groups is one of the a worst forms of 
child labour as defined in ILO Convention No.182, The Optional Protocol to the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court. Addressing risk factors such as structural poverty may also 
contribute to preventing recruitment. See UNICEF’s jointly launched technical note 
on girls associated with armed forces and armed groups here.

Child Labour and Education: In the context of the current pandemic, school closures 
can significantly increase school dropout and child labour rates. For girls, more so 
than boys, combining school, work and household chores undermines participation 
and learning in school, recreational activities and economic opportunities as 
adults, further diminishing fulfilment of their rights. In order to inform effective 
policies and programmes recognizing and addressing these risks, better evidence 
is needed, which UNICEF is gathering through a research project on Educational 
Strategies to Address Child Labour in India and Bangladesh. This will produce a 
range of evidence products, including analyses of education-child labour linkages, 
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For girls especially, the 
‘triple burden’ of school, 
work and household chores 
undermines access to quality 
education, recreational 
activities and economic 
opportunities as adults

Ethnic Kachin girl, internally 
displaced, sitting on a 
handloom inside the common 
hall of weaving workshop at a 
refugee camp in Myanmar.

https://alliancecpha.org/en/system/tdf/library/attachments/tn_gaafag_eng.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=41543
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1971-five-years-to-end-child-labour-education-could-be-the-solution.html
https://www.unicef-irc.org/article/1971-five-years-to-end-child-labour-education-could-be-the-solution.html
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impacts of education interventions, and dynamics of child labour in the context 
of wider social and gender determinants. Consultations and webinars bringing 
together diverse stakeholders will also take place in both countries.

Child Labour and Social Protection: Social protection can contribute to the reduction 
of risk factors, including violence, child marriage and child labour. UNICEF 
co-sponsored a ‘Social Protection and Child Protection’ Report, which illustrates 
how social protection approaches can contribute to child protection outcomes. 

Child Labour and the Private Sector: UNICEF recognises the need to leverage 
the role of the private sector in eliminating child labour. Globally and nationally, 
UNICEF works with partners to raise awareness and promote action to advance 
decent work and prevent child labour. For example, UNICEF and the UN Global 
Compact co-authored a report on Family Friendly Workplaces, outlining specific 
policies and practices needed in the private sector to support workers and their 
families in global supply chains. UNICEF is also engaging on global regulatory 
systems and policy strengthening (e.g. mandatory human rights due diligence) to 
promote responsible business conduct for children. 

Child Labour and Child Protection: Child labour is addressed through UNICEF’s 
ongoing child protection programming, from strengthening birth registration and 
issuing birth certificates to ensure children can prove their age, strengthening 
labour inspection and monitoring systems, to providing children experiencing 
child labour with psycho-social support and case management, referring them to 
relevant services.

Child Labour and Disability: Millions of children acquire physical, cognitive, and 
emotional disabilities from child labour, and many children with disabilities 
continue to be exploited through child labour. These violations of human rights 
often involve the worst forms of child labour, such as hazardous work, bonded 
labour, and child trafficking, and can lead to serious injury, sexual exploitation and 
death. UNICEF’s Advocacy Brief seeks to understand the links between child 
labour and disability in South Asia and recommend coordinated action to address 
the root causes. 

Child Labour and Migration: The effects of labour migration on children are 
vast. Migration for work occurs internally, from rural to urban areas, as well as 
externally, for work across borders and overseas. While some children migrate 
with their families, others may be separated or unaccompanied, often out of 
reach of basic social services and protection. UNICEF’s Migration for Work 
report, with a focus on South Asia, provides recommendations for the public 
and private sector to work together to protect all workers and their families 
in areas including employment, recruitment, remittances, basic services and 
social protection. 

For more information: 
Contact: childprotection@unicef.org  
Follow: @unicefprotects  
See: https://www.unicef.org/protection/child-labour

Now more than ever, we 
need to ensure every child’s 
right to education, promote 
decent work for adults, and 
enact comprehensive social 
protection measures

https://www.alliancecpha.org/en/system/tdf/library/attachments/social_protection_and_child_protection_nov_30_1.pdf?file=1&type=node&id=41479
https://www.unicef.org/media/85516/file/UNICEF%20UNGC%20family%20friendly%20workplaces.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/protection/birth-registration
https://www.unicef.org/protection/child-labour
https://www.unicef.org/rosa/reports/covid-19-and-migration-work-south-asia
https://www.unicef.org/rosa/reports/covid-19-and-migration-work-south-asia
mailto:childprotection%40unicef.org?subject=
https://twitter.com/unicefprotects?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.unicef.org/protection/child-labour

