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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 
 
Ghana experienced a sharp increase in the number of confirmed cases of SARS-COV2 (coronavirus) in January 
2021. As of 31st January, the number of confirmed cases since the outbreak stood at 67,010 (an increase of 12,239 
in the course of the month).  Eighty-four (84) people were reported to have died as a result of COVID-19 in January 
2021, taking the total number of lives lost to 416 since the first official cases were recorded in Ghana in March 
2020.   

 

For the first time in nearly 10 months, children returned to class after the 
Ministry of Education (MoE) and Ghana Education Service (GES) announced 
the plans to re-open schools. Across Ghana, Senior High School students in 
Classes 2 and 3 commenced on 15th January 2021, while the majority of 
school children – from Kindergarten One to Junior High School Three - 
resumed on Monday 18th of January. Some students (SHS1 and SHS2 Gold 
track) are operating on a slightly different calendar due to exam dates and 
are scheduled to resume on 10th March 2021.  
 
To ensure a smooth and safe re-opening of school, the Government of Ghana 
has put COVID-19 protocols in place in all schools, and has provided supplies 
such as veronica buckets, soap, thermometers and face masks. Schools 
were fumigated, disinfected and mapped to a health facility for identification 
and treatment of suspected cases of coronavirus. COVID-19 response teams 
have been trained in schools to ensure the adherence to the safety protocols.  
Comprehensive “Guidelines for School Re-opening during COVID-19” were 
published and distributed to all Regional, Metropolitan and District Directors 
of Education and Heads of all schools (Kindergarten to Senior High School).  
 

On 31st January 2021, the President of the Republic of Ghana, H.E. Nana Addo Dankwa Akufo-Addo, adressed 
the nation in relation to the sudden upsurge in cases. H.E the President announced further tightening of 
restrictions, which included the banning of large gatherings. He recommended teleworking or a shift-system for all 
workplaces. Churches and mosques were asked to adhere to the two-hour duration services with adequate 
COVID-19 protocols in place. Due to the small number of cases in schools, they remain open, with similar strict 
observance of safety protocols. Ghana aims at vaccinating the entire population, with an initial target of 20 million 
people.  

Situation in Numbers 
(as of 31st January 2021) 
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UNICEF's COVID-19 response in Ghana

In close cooperation with the UN Country Team, UNICEF in Ghana continues to support the Government's overall 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic and other critical humanitarian risks, across the sectors below. 

 
Health  
 
UNICEF, WHO, GAVI and other partners have 
been supporting the Government of Ghana in 
accessing COVID vaccines through the COVAX 
facilty and strengthening the cold chain. The 
Country Office coordinates closely with the 
UNICEF Supply Division in Copenhagen, the 
Regional Office in West and Central Africa and 
Headquarters. Ghana is expected to receive 2.4 
million doses of vaccines through COVAX, as well 
as additional doses through the African Union and 
other channels. 
 
To advance decentralization efforts and improve access to quality laboratory services, point of care screening and 
confirmation of infection, UNICEF supported the strengthening of the Ghana Health Service (GHS) Laboratory 
Systems.  In January 2021, the Zonal Public Health Laboratory in Kumasi was renovated to make it fit for purpose. 
UNICEF supported the procurement and installation of a PCR machine and required accessories for COVID-19 
testing. This public health laboratory is now one of the three diagnostic centers providing COVID testing in the 
Ashanti Region.  
 
UNICEF worked with the Government and partners in five regions (Upper East, Northern, North East, Savanah 
and Ashanti) to train 759 regional and district level health staff and more than 3,600 Community Health 
Management Committee (CHMC) members on how to use a community score card. This online dashboard allows 
health workers to input progress against an agreed set of indicators, and is designed to hold districts accountable 
at national level, to ensure service continuity against set indicators in the context of COVID-19. It also serves to 
empower the CHMC members to hold health staff accountable for quality health care.  
 
Nutrition 
 
With funding from the Government of Japan, 
UNICEF supported GHS to train 105 Trainers of 
Trainers on the continuity of essential health and 
nutrition services in the context of COVID-19 in 
the Eastern Region. The training included an 
orientation of health workers on the guidelines on 
Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn, Child, 
Adolescent Health and Nutrition (RMNCAHN), 
Infant and Young Child Feeding, effective use of 
the Mother Child Health Record Book,  and use 
of Micronutrient Powders to improve the quality 
of complementary foods. The trained public 
health nurses, nutrition officers and midwives will 
be rolling out the training to 33 districts across the 
Eastern Region.  
 
In addition, UNICEF supported GHS in the Upper 
West Region to train 240 health staff on how to 
provide quality nutrition counseling to caregivers 
in the context of COVID-19.  UNICEF supported six regions (Volta, Oti, North East, Upper West, Savanna and 
Bono East) to review the implementation of nutrition interventions and to identify areas for strengthening to 
safeguard the provision of essential services this year. The outcomes from the review will inform the 2021 GHS 
Nutrition workplan.  
 

Nurse inspecting a Mother and Child Health Record Book - Ghana 
©UNICEF/UN338762/ACQUAH  
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Water Sanitation and Hygiene 
 
As part of the Back to School campaign, UNICEF 
delivered 350 handwashing facilities (320 for schools 
and 30 for public spaces) to North and North-East 
Regional Coordination Council Offices for further 
distribution to schools and public places in different 
districts. With support from partners, this will benefit at 
least 60 schools and 20 public places. In the Greater 
Accra region, UNICEF provided handwashing stations in 
selected schools to improve handwashing with soap 
facilities.  
 
With support from partners, Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPEs) and consumables for 450 
Environmental Health Officers and Schools teachers 
were also procured and delivered to the North, Central 
and Volta regions. Three Health facilities in Greater 

Accra received handwashing stations and consumables. In addition, UNICEF has been supporting the 
Government in strengthening water sanitation and hygiene systems in nine health facilities (five in the North and 
four in Eastern regions), with expected completion by end of February. 
 
 
Education 
 
The GES, GHS, UNICEF, Mastercard 
Foundation and other partners launched the 
“Back to School” Campaign on 12th January 
2021, at the Mantse Agbonaa (Chief’s Palace) 
at Jamestown in Accra. This contributed to 
strengthen readiness for the re-opening of 
schools on the 15th and 18th of January 2021.   
 
More than 200 stakeholders joined from 
different Ministries and Agencies, such as the 
Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Policy 
(MoGCSP) and others from the NGOs, 
Academia, Teachers Unions, parents and 
guardians. The Deputy Director-General of GES 
and the UNICEF Representative encouraged 
parents and caregivers to send their children to 
schools when they re-open and to adhere to 
COVID-19 safety protocols.   
 
The Government, UNICEF and partners linked the school 
reopening with ‘My First Day at School’. About 35,000 
Kindergarten children received school supplies and health 
screening was carried out by GHS nurses to identify any 
form of developmental delay or disability, to ensure 
adequate treatment when needed.   
 
The Back to School Campaign was complemented by TV/ 
radio commercials and text (SMS) messages as well as 
billboards to remind parents/communities and society of 
their responsibilities of sending all children back to school. 
 
Additionally, the MoE, GES and the UN Country Team 
marked International Education Day by visiting schools 
and engaging in a dialogue with pupils and teachers. 
 
 

 A student washing her hands at a school facility in Greater 
Accra Region, Ghana ©UNICEF/UN728200/KOKOROKO 

UNICEF Representative in Ghana chats with students from 
La Nkwantanang School in Madina on their experiences since 
returning to school and observing COVID-19 protocols. 26 
January 2021 ©UNICEF/UN368802/ANNANKRA 

UN Resident Coordinator in Ghana and Country Team meeting with 
students from the Presbyterian Boys Secondary School, on the occasion 
of International Education Day UNICEF/UN762200/ANNANKRA 
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Child Protection 
 
During the reporting period, 473 people (88 girls, 90 
boys; 146 women and 149 men) were engaged in 
the Eastern and Volta regions on COVID-19 
prevention and child protection and sexual and 
gender-based violence (SGBV) issues through 
government partners. Among this group, a total of 
104 people (16 girls, 18 boys, 34 women, and 36 
men) were engaged specifically on COVID-19 
awareness and prevention.  
 
Community facilitators used relevant resources from 
the Child Protection tool kits to engage target 
audiences on topics such as child abuse and 
neglect, child marriage, adolescent pregnancy and 
child rights and responsibilities. 
  
The Ghanaians Against Child Abuse (GACA) 
campaign continues to reach out to people with 
information about COVID-19 and child protection, as 
well as helplines and better parenting messages. 
The movement reached 26,240 people through 
GACA social media handles in January 2021. 
 
Over 366 children without parental or family care benefited from alternate care arrangements across 53 
Metropolitan and Municipal District Assemblies (MMDAs). Strengthened cooperation and collaboration among 
governmental and non-governmental agencies, and increased support from community members and traditional 
leaders, have helped ensure adequate quality care through alternate family-based arrangements.  
 
Risk Communication & Community Engagement

In line with the Government of Ghana’s advocacy 
campaign, led by the MoE, GES and GHS, UNICEF 
supported the promotion of the Back to School public 
advocacy campaign. The events generated significant 
coverage on national television, radio, newspaper. 
More than 600,000 people were reached with Back to 
School Key messages via digital channels.   
 
UNICEF supported the GES in disseminating text 
messages to approximately 17 MTN million 
subscribers to encourage parents to send their 
children back to school. A U-Report poll was also 
released to better understand the experience of young 
people as they returned to school.  The UN Country 
Team participated in visits to two schools in Greater 
Accra.  
 
UNICEF and its partners provided technical assistance to the Government in developing the COVID-19 Vaccine 
Introduction Strategy, which was completed in January. Partners include the Expanded Programme on 
Immunization (EPI), the GHS Health Promotion Division, WHO, and USAID.  
 
Community engagement on COVID-19 safety protocols continued in partnership with the Civil Society 
Organizations (CSOs) Dawah Academy, Bido, RISE Ghana, Community Radio, and Theatre for Social Change.  
A total of 232,160 people were reached with messaging on prevention through van announcements, market stall 
engagements, radio jingles and the Agoo IVR platform. Radio jingles on COVID-19 preventive behaviours and 
stigma were voiced by influencers in key local languages and broadcasted by the Network of Community Radio.  
 

Adolescent girl (SHS3 Student) speaking at the MoH-GES Back to 
School campaign launch, Jamestown, Accra  © 
UNICEF/UN403922/ADATSI  

A Facebook post on Child Protection, UNICEF Ghana, Jan. 2021. 
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Advocacy meetings with religious and 
community leaders as well as radio 
magazines engaged over 10,000 people in 
discussion on importance to continue strict 
adherence to health protocols. Health 
Facility Committees, District Assemblies, 
Traders and Transport Owners were 
involved in community engagement 
activities as the influencers in the villages 
setting. Community volunteers were trained 
on interactive theatre performances, which 
started in three communities. Over 100 
people shared their concerns and asked 
questions related to COVID-19 through 
focus groups, community visits and the 
Agoo call center.  
 
As part of the UNICEF’s ‘Every Child Alive campaign’ UNICEF launched a report on the number of babies born 
on 1st January 2021. Support continues to ensure that newborn survive and thrive and have access to quality care 
especially in the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
Social Policy 
 
An issue brief outlining the primary and secondary impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic on children and women in Ghana was published in January. This briefing 
paper was developed by UNICEF and the Social Policy Research Institute, in 
collaboration with the National Development Planning Commission and financial 
support from the UK Aid.  
 
The report reveals that the children experienced reduced access to essential goods 
and services, increased poverty, food insecurities and exposure to violence, abuse 
and exploitation, as well as declines in physical and mental health. In the long term, 
these might lead to intensified adverse effects on children’s health, nutrition and 
learning outcomes, psychosocial well-being, and on the ability of households to 
recover.  
 
Social Protection 
 
The MoGCSP has continued to roll-out COVID-19 temporary transfers through the existing social protection 
systems, including to people with disabilities, people living in alleged witches camps, the homeless, and kayayei. 
These cash transfers are intended to reach people in addition to the 322,000 households already supported by 
the Livelihood Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) programme, and has so far reached over 10,000 poor and 
vulnerable individuals.  
 
An additional 22,000 have been identified and prepared for transfers in January, and the MoGCSP is currently 
verifying mobile money accounts of a further 147,000. These temporary transfers are also testing a number of 
innovations, including use of mobile payments, adjusting the benefit amount for inflation, and using SMS for 
communication and monitoring. UNICEF continues to work closely with the MoGCSP and the World Bank in 
providing technical and operational support to this effort. This includes ongoing use of the RapidPro tool for 
communications and monitoring with recipents of the cash transfers. 
 
Supplies 
 
In January, UNICEF received the following supplies to support the Ghana COVID-19 response: 

- One PCR machine with accessories, reagents and 2000 test kits for the Eastern Region; 
- 200,000 units of KF94 face masks as part of the a global Contribution-in-Kind (CIK) from the Government 

of the Republic of Korea; 
- 320 handwashing stations for schools hygiene; and 
- 30 water storage tanks for public spaces. 

 

MoE-GES Back to School campaign in Jamestown, Accra with GES, 
UNICEF staff and children from Jamestown. © UNICEF/UN530382/ADATSI 
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The 200,000 KF94 face masks was Ghana’s share of the 
Korean government’s entire donation of 1,200,000 face 
masks, which were shipped for six West African countries 
through the United Nations Humanitarian Response Depot 
(UNHRD) Accrat for onward  transhipment to Ghana, 
Gambia, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Benin and Sierra leone. 
 
With the confirmed allocation of 2,412,000 indicative COVID-
19 vaccine doses under the COVAX facility, UNICEF will 
continue following-up with the Ministry of Health and GHS for 
the timely submission of the mandatory documents that are 
necessary to access the doses, which are procured by 
UNICEF.  
 
 
Funding Overview and Partnerships 
 
Since the beginning of the crisis in March 2020, UNICEF has 
been able to support the national response thanks to the 
strategic support of development partners and private donors 
such as the World Bank (PEF), the UK Government, the 
Government of Denmark, USAID, the Government of Japan, 
China International Development and Cooperation Agency, 
the Government of Canada, Standard Chartered and the 
Mastercard Foundation. Recently, the Government of Korea 
announced an in-kind donation of KF94 facemasks.  
 
In 2021, UNICEF in Ghana will need US$ 26.9 million to reach 
2.4 million people in need. UNICEF's strategy in involves 
protecting children and their families from exposure to COVID-
19, minimizing mortality and supporting the continuity of 
services while ensuring preparedness for potential 
humanitarian crises.  
 
UNICEF continues to coordinate closely with the Government and the UN Country Team in Ghana to support the 
national COVID-19 emergency response. On January 28th, an Annual review was held to discuss progress and 
strategies under the Joint UNICEF - Government of Ghana Country Programme of Cooperation (2018 – 2022), in 
line with the UN Sustainable Development Partnership and the Socio-Econmic Rresponse and Recovery Plan.  
 

External Media (Links) 

 
UNICEF donates relief items to basic schools in Greater Accra region 
UNICEF lauds government for re-opening schools  
Schools are not drivers of COVID-19 pandemic - UNICEF 
Schools in Ghana re-open after 10 month closure 
 
 
 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Anne-Claire Dufay   Fiachra McAsey   Eulette Ewart 
UNICEF Representative,  UNICEF Deputy Representative, UNICEF Communication Manager, 
Ghana     Ghana     Ghana 
Tel: +233 55 675 1722   Tel: +233 55 255 8218   Tel: +233 24 433 4996 
Email: adufay@unicef.org  Email: fmcasey@unicef.org  Email: eewart@unicef.org 
 
 
  

Handwashing facilities being dispatched to regions at risk 
in Ghana (c)UNICEF/UN245382/ADATSI 
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Annex A - Summary of Programme Results – UNICEF Ghana 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Quantitative Indicators - Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   
RCCE Indicator 1: Number of people reached on COVID-19 through 
messaging on prevention and access to services.  

8,000,000 31,246,518 

RCCE Indicator 2: Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through 
RCCE actions.  

1,800,000 3,433,537 

RCCE Indicator 3: Number of people sharing their concerns and asking 
questions/clarifications for available support services to address their 
needs through established feedback mechanisms.  

200,000 239,080 

Water Sanitation, Hygiene and Infection, Prevention & Control   

IPC Indicator 1: Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies 
(including hygiene items) and services.  

200,000 350,519  
 

IPC Indicator 2: Number of healthcare facilities staff and community 
health workers provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).  

2,512 6,031 
 

IPC Indicator 3: Number of healthcare facility staff and community health 
workers trained in Infection Prevention and Control (IPC).  

8,800 6,817 

Health   
Continuity of Health Care Indicator 1: Number of healthcare providers 
trained in detecting, referral and appropriate management of COVID-19 
cases among children, pregnant and breastfeeding women.   

10,000 2,000 

Continuity of Health Care Indicator 2: Number of children & women 
receiving essential healthcare services, including immunization, 
prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV* care in UNICEF supported facilities.  

 
403,420 571,230 

Nutrition   
Continuity of Health Care Indicator 3: Number of primary caregivers of 
children aged 0-23 months who received IYCF counselling through 
facilities and community platforms.   

300,000 320,656 

Education    
Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 
Indicator 1: Number of children supported with distance/home-based 
learning.  

9,177,934 6,274,484 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 
Indicator 2: Number of schools implementing safe school protocols 
(COVID-19 prevention and control).  

42,180 42,180 

Child Protection and Gender-Based Violence    
Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 
Indicator 3: Number of children without parental or family care provided 
with appropriate alternative care arrangements.  

200 1161  
(550 girls / 611 

boys) 
 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 
Indicator 4: Number of children, parents and primary caregivers 
provided with community based mental health and psychosocial 
support.  

260,000 1,056,597 
(196,115 girls/ 
180,769 boys / 

353,812 women / 
325,901 men) 

Access to Continuous Education, CP & GBV Services Indicator 5: 
Number of UNICEF personnel & partners that have completed training 
on GBV risk mitigation & referrals for survivors, including for PSEA*.  

100 106 

Social Protection   
Social Protection Indicator 1: Number of households (affected by 
COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-sector cash grant for basic 
needs.  

300,000 322,195 
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Annex B – Funding Gaps – 2021 Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal - UNICEF Ghana 
 
 

PILLARS   
FUNDING 
REQUIREMENTS 
(000 US$)   

FUNDS 
AVAILABLE 
(000 US$)   

FUNDING GAP 
(000 US$)   

GAP%   

Nutrition  2,373  0  2,373  100%  

Health  1,900  0  1,900  100%  

Water, Sanitation 
and Hygiene  

8,141 0  8,141   100%  

Child protection, 
GBViE and PSEA  

1,175  0  1,175  100%  

Education  5,781  0  5,781  100%  

Social protection 
and cash transfers  

5,030  0  5,030  100%  

C4D, community 
engagement, 
Accountability to 
Affected 
Populations  

2,550  0  2,550  100%  

TOTAL  
 
26,950  
  

0  
 
26,950  
  

100%  

 
 
 
 
 
 


