
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

As of December 14, 2020, 3,266 confirmed cases of COVID-19 have been recorded in 

the country, or 1,658 more cases since the last report dated September 15, 2020. The 

number of cases cured stands at 2,789, or a proportion of 85% among confirmed cases, 

while the number of deaths reached 66, a case fatality rate of 2.02%, slightly down from 

September (2.5%). There are 24 pregnant women (all cured), 169 health professionals 

(including 49 doctors, 53 nurses, 36 health technicians, 9 midwives, 9 midwives, 8 nursing 

aides and 5 pharmacists) among the cases confirmed since the beginning of the 

pandemic. The number of contact cases investigated is 22,053, of which 99% were placed 

in self-isolation and followed up by the services of the Ministry of Health. The median age 

of confirmed cases is 35 years old, and people in the 25-34 and 35-44 age groups remain 

the most affected by the virus. 64 children aged 0 to 4 have been infected (35 girls and 

29 boys) and 179 children aged 5 to 14 (97 boys and 81 girls) since the start of the 

pandemic. There have been 4 deaths in these two age groups since the start of the 

epidemic (3 boys and 1 girl). A total of 161,413 tests were carried out, i.e. 20.9 tests per 

1,000 inhabitants, a strong increase compared to September (14.7 per 1,000) 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

Efforts to improve the supply of essential services for 

children continue in the context of COVID-19. From 

January to the end of September 2020, 207,668 

children (0-11 months) received the three 

recommended doses of the Pentavalent vaccine, i.e. 

86% coverage of the annual target. This coverage 

remains lower than that obtained during the same 

period in 2019, which was 93%. Moreover, from 

September 24 to 27, 2020, with the support of UNICEF 

and WHO, the country led the first round of the polio 

response campaign in the Maritime and Lomé 

Commune regions. The target for children aged 0 to 5 

concerned is 715,319. The vaccination coverage 

obtained in the two regions is 81%, or 579,408 children 

vaccinated, far from the expected target of 95%.  

 

This poor performance can be explained in part by the 

circulation of false information that it is a "test vaccine 

against COVID-19 designed to kill children and make 

young girls sterile." In the second round in November 

2020, the results indicate that the coverage obtained in 

the two regions is 110.89%, or 793,241 children aged 

0-5 vaccinated. This score is explained by the 

strengthening of social mobilization with a strong 

involvement of community leaders and influencers. As 

part of the strengthening of the community response to 

COVID-19, the collaboration between UNICEF, 

UNFPA, WHO and the Ministry of Health has made it 

possible to train 360 community actors (227 men and 

133 women) in the Central and Savannah regions. 

These are community health workers and members of 

the Community Watch and Response Committees in 

search of contact cases from three health districts in the 

Savannah region (Oti, Tandjoare and Cinkassé). 
 

WASH  

UNICEF continued to support the improvement of 

hygiene and sanitation conditions in schools, including 

the prevention and control of infection through the 13 

NGOs working on the Total Sanitation program Led by 

the Community. More than 1,655 schools are affected 

by this intervention, which will enable 377,902 children, 

including 162,777 girls, to improve soap washing 

practices and compliance with barrier measures. 

Also, the celebration of World Handwashing Day on 

October 15 around the theme: "Hand hygiene for all" 

was an opportunity to mobilize stakeholders around the 

promotion of good handwashing practices but also 

respect for barrier measures. On this occasion, more 

than 50 markets benefited from hand washing devices, 

making it possible to improve hygiene in these public 

places for more than 25,000 people (including 20,000 

women). 

UNICEF has also provided technical support to the 

Ministry of Health for the training of more than 300 

support staff and maintenance workers of health 

facilities, including 90 women in bio-cleaning, which 

today improves the conditions of hygiene in health 

centers. To also allow beneficiary communities in the 

Kara, Savannah and Plateaux regions to have access 

to safe water for consumption, cooking and washing 

hands, chlorine tablets were made available to them for 

the treatment of water at home, which allows more than 
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1,630,648 people including 831,630 women from 2,167 

communities to have access to safe water. 

Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement/C4D 

Thanks to technical and financial support from UNICEF, 

4,826 community leaders, including 379 women, have 

been trained in their role as pioneers for community 

engagement in the Plateaux and Centrale regions. This 

capacity building involved 3,012 community leaders, 

including 104 women from 2,238 villages in the 114 

cantons of the Plateaux region. In the Central region, 

the number of community leaders concerned is 1,814, 

including 265 women from 877 villages in the 60 

cantons of the region. 

In this context of COVID-19, the country organized the 

second round of the response campaign against polio 

in the Maritime and Lomé Commune health regions 

from November 26 to 29, 2020. To this end, an 

important risk communication strategy and Community 

engagement was implemented in 1,693 villages / 

neighborhoods to sensitize 412,007 households, made 

up of 3,296,054 people. In addition to the classic social 

mobilization activities, community dialogues were 

organized in all the villages and neighborhoods where 

refusals were recorded during the first round. Meetings 

to mobilize and engage community leaders took place 

in each municipality of the 2 health regions. In all 

schools that are developing the preschool program, 

parent-student meetings have been organized to gain 

parental support. 
 

Education 

UNICEF continued to support 590 schools in the 

Savannah, Plateaux and Centrale regions through the 

NGOs Aide et Action International and Plan 

International Togo to support nearly 134,744 children, 

including 65,326 girls. For the period, an annual review 

was held from 23 to 25 November 2020 in Dapaong with 

these regions and NGOs. This review made it possible 

to take stock of the implementation of response 

activities to COVID-19 by the aforementioned partners, 

to analyze the activities and to make proposals for 

reframing. Priorities have been redefined with regard to 

the orientations of the Ministry of Primary, Secondary, 

Technical and Craft Education, especially for the month 

of December in order to accelerate support to schools 

before the end of the first school term 2020-2021. 

Social Protection 

 

UNICEF, in collaboration with UNDP, supported the 

Togo Armed Forces Health Service, in the context of 

COVID-19, in providing free medical consultations to 

populations including children, pregnant women and 

breastfeeding women. from the towns of Kpendjal, 

Djarkpanga and Badou. These are cities where access 

to previously fragile health services has been further 

reduced by the COVID-19 pandemic. The report of this 

activity shows that nearly 5,000 people were treated, 

half of them in the field of pediatrics (2,459 children are 

1,481 girls). In addition, more than 1,700 children have 

benefited from birth registration thanks to this 

intervention. Finally, this activity was an opportunity to 

educate over 17,800 people on health issues, including 

the prevention and management of COVID-19. 

 

Child Protection 

 

UNICEF's support to the Government for better 

prevention and protection of children against the risks 

of violence and abuse during the pandemic continues, 

as well as care and support for children in conflict with 

the law and children in situations of support including 

psychosocial support for children and families affected 

by COVID-19. 

 

To date, a total of 4,786 children (2,395 boys and 2,391 

girls) have been cared for. Among these children, 1,489 

vulnerable children including 260 girls including those 

separated from their families living in the street and 

3,297 children (1,166 girls and 2,131 boys) in reception 

centers benefited from support. in material and 

information to protect against the pandemic through 

joint actions involving NGOs and Social Action services 

in the 6 regions of the country. 

 

UNICEF and partners have established a working group 

on justice for children in the context of COVID-19. This 

group, which is made up of juvenile judges, prosecutors, 

state and civil society social workers, and traditional 

leaders, works for the release of children and their 

socio-family and professional reintegration in the 

regions of Lomé, Kara, Sokodé and Kpalimé. 

 

Support for the monitoring of legal proceedings enabled 

the release of 72 children, including 3 girls. Among 

these released children, 35 children, including 3 girls, 

will be supported in their family and professional 

reintegration. The aim is to prevent recidivism and 

promote the enjoyment of their rights and respect for 

social standards. 

 

In addition, all the released children also benefited from 

a reintegration kit made up of sanitary protection 

equipment (masks, hydroalcoholic gel) and financial 

assistance to ensure that each child has adequate food 

and appropriate clothing. time of his rehabilitation. Their 

parents and relatives have also been made aware of 

COVID-19 and the adoption of barrier measures. 

 



106 stakeholders, including 29 women involved in the 

registration of children at birth from 19 municipalities in 

the Maritime region, were made aware of the barrier 

gestures and behavior to adopt in the face of the 

COVID-19 pandemic through the key messages of the 

campaign joint of the African Union and UNICEF 

" My name is Nobody ". 

 

With regard to sensitization, education and 

psychosocial support for populations in the fight against 

COVID-19, awareness-raising messages were 

developed and validated and then translated into ten 

(10) local languages on the theme of child protection by 

the child protection response coordination group. 

Agreements with 30 community radio stations have 

made it possible to broadcast these messages to 

adolescents and young people in communities across 

the country. According to our estimates, 2,856,200 

people were able to benefit from it. 

 

Communication 

False information related to the so-called Covid-19 

vaccine testing projects on African populations had a 

negative impact on the results of the first round of the 

polio vaccination campaign in Togo. In order to address 

this, the Lomé office developed an action plan involving 

digital communication and strengthening the 

dissemination of messages via giant billboards across 

the country, with a particular emphasis on the capital. 

The response angle was designed, and the different 

visuals were posted on social media, with the support of 

a dozen influencers and young UNICEF volunteers. The 

visuals created for both the campaign announcement 

and the anti-infox campaign were also displayed by 

posting on giant billboards in the capital Lomé and in the 

five other health regions of the country. 

The office continues to relay on the Whatsapp platform 

the productions of Togo Check_CoaWeb which track 

down and denounce the false theories circulating on the 

Web around the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The celebration of Global Handwashing Day on October 

15 re-emphasized one of the barrier measures of 

handwashing with soap. In addition to producing and 

popularizing messages around the theme of the year via 

social media, the Lomé office collaborated with WHO in 

an initiative to launch video handwashing challenges to 

United Nations staff. About 188,761 people were 

directly reached by our publications on Facebook, the 

media most consulted by our followers (51,875 

subscribers). Our posts recorded 46,800 impressions 

on Twitter and 7,205 on the office account on LinkedIn. 

A Telegram account has also been created to help relay 

strategic information.

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

The UNICEF office in Togo has received support from financial partners for 29% 

of the COVID-19 Response Plan. These funds were made available by the 

Government of Japan, USAID, the Global Partnership for Education and the 

company VLISCO. 

On October 28, Orabank signed a partnership agreement with UNICEF in Togo. 

This partnership allows this banking institution to support UNICEF in its program 

to protect vulnerable children against the coronavirus and other opportunistic 

diseases. This also includes the provision of materials and equipment to help 

maintain essential services for street children and children in conflict with the law 

and all awareness-raising activities carried out on the ground in urban areas as 

well as in areas. rural. 

UNICEF thanks all of its partners for their mobilization and encourages all actors 

in the humanitarian and development sectors to participate in the COVID-19 Response Plan put in place by the 

Government of Togo. 

External Media 

Publication on Social Media: 

1. Facebook: 

UNICEF Togo Officiel 

 

 2. Twitter 

UNICEF Togo Twitter Account 

 

3. Instagram 

UNICEF Togo Instagram Account 

UNICEF Togo COVID-19 Response Plan  

Funding needs: 
$ 10,961,136 

 

29%

71%

https://www.facebook.com/pg/uniceftogofficiel/posts/
https://twitter.com/Unicef_Togo/status/1248178860958588928?s=08
https://www.instagram.com/uniceftogo/


 

 

 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
 

 
UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 

and access to services. 
3,898,070 2,856,200 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 980,500 829,693 

.WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services 
2,000,000 950,000 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers provided 

with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
8,860 18,250 

Health   

Number of children & women receiving essential healthcare services, 

including immunization, prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV* care in UNICEF 

supported facilities 

735,090 
Penta 3: 207,7001 

CPN4: 84,436 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in 

infection prevention and control (IPC) 
8,360 5,920 

Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate 

management of COVID-19 cases 
7,624 

7 624  

(1,456 Health 

personnel and 

6,168 health 

workers) 

Nutrition   

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received 

IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms 
58,984 101,289 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 

738,330 

238,168 

(13,583 boys and 

114,586 girls) 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control 
3,740 02 

Child Protection   

Number of children without parental of family care provided with appropriate 

alternative care arrangements* 
3,000 3,297 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community based mental health and psychosocial support 
4,000 4,7863 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on 

GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 
200 208 

 
1 The final compiled results must be available at the end of the year 
2 The information will be collected following the start of the school year in November 2020 and will be available in the next Sit Rep. 
3 The planned target was exceeded thanks to actions to strengthen the operational capacities of partners. 

For more information contact:   

Dr Hadja Aissata BA SIDIBE 

Representative  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: asidibe@unicef.org  

Mrs Fosca GUILIDORI 

Deputy Representative  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: fgiulidori@unicef.org 

Dr Marie-Thérèse GUIGUI 

Chief Child Survival  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: mguigui@unicef.org 



 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

Sector4 Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ 
Funded as up 

to % 

C4D / RCCE 347,200 445,557 -98,357 128% 

WASH & IPC 1,770,000 1,247,590 522,410 70% 

Nutrition  65,000  197,357  -132,357 304% 

Health and HIV/AIDS 100,000 223,802 -123,802 224% 

Child Protection 165,000  165,357  -357 100% 

Education 5,702,000 137,357 5,564,643                   2% 

Operations 2,000,000 497,457 1,502,543 25% 

Total 10,149,200 2,914,477 7,234,723 29% 

 

 

 
4 Social Protection interventions are not included in UNICEF’s original COVID-19 Response Plan. 


