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Highlights 
•  Inter-communal conflicts in Farabougou, Segou region, led to the death of more 

than a dozen civilians and displacement of more than 1,280 households. 

Meanwhile, villages of Farabougou and Kourouma Koube are under blockade 

and access is not possible. 

• UNICEF provided short term emergency distribution of household water 

treatment and hygiene kits as well as sustainable water supply services to 

174,682 people (125,982 for temporary access and 48,700 for sustainable access) 

as 31th of October 2020 in Mopti, Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu and Taoudenit regions. 

• 5,523 children were reached with community based psychosocial support 

through child friendly spaces and mobile teams in the Northern and Central Mali 

as well as in Bamako district. 

• 1,052,580 children aged 6-59 months covered with vitamin A supplementation 

campaign in central and northern regions Segou, Gao, Menaka, Kidal, 

Tombouctou and Taoudenit. 

• 250,636 under five children reached during the 2nd round of the Poliomyelitis 

vaccination campaign implemented in October 2020 in Gao and Menaka regions 

• A total of 5,766 displaced school children, including 2,592 children in the 

northern and central regions, candidates for   Basic Education Diploma, Studies 

examination were supported by UNICEF. 

 

*Funding available includes carry-over and funds 

received in the current year. 

UNICEF Appeal 2020 

US$ 51,85 million 

Mali 
Humanitarian 

Situation Report 

No10 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

   

 

 

© UNICEF/318A7554/Dicko © UNICEF/C99R8473/Keita 

Funds 
Received $ 

18,9 M (37%)

Carry-
forward

$ 3,8 M (7%)

Funding gap
$ 31,3 M (56 

%)

© UNICEF/C997555/Keita 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships  
 

In 2020, UNICEF is appealing for US$ 52 million to meet the humanitarian needs of children in Mali, to facilitate access 

to quality basic social services and protect children affected by the crisis. As of 31rst October 2020, US$ 18,975,864 

had been received in addition to the US$3,847,562 carry-forward for a total of US$ 22,823,426 representing 44 per 

cent of the Global Appeal.  WASH, Health and Education remain the most underfunded sectors with respectively 12; 

15 and 37 per cent of fund received. Based on the current situation in the country, the needs for these sectors remain 

high, necessitating an increase in funding to ensure vital interventions and to maintain previous investments. While 

expressing its deep gratitude to all public and private donors for the contributions received (the Spanish Committee 

for UNICEF, the Norwegian Committee for UNICEF, the CERF, ECHO (WCARO), The Global Humanitarian Funds, the 

Governments of the USA, of Germany, Spain, of the Czech Republic, British Government (DFID) ,Sweden, Canada, 

Switzerland and the United Kingdom), UNICEF calls for additional contributions to fill the current 56 per cent gap - 

without which it will not be able to provide an adequate response to vulnerable children in Mali whose needs are on 

the increase due to the Covid-19pandemic and its impact on basic services.  

Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  

On the socio-political level, Mali continues to face the socio-political 

and security consequences of the military Coup d’état of 18 August 

2020.  Since the installation of a transitional president and vice-

president on 25 September 2020, the socio-political situation has 

been relatively calm, although marked by corporatist strikes and 

deadlock over the appointment of members of the National 

Transition Committee (CNT). 

The humanitarian situation is worsening and remains very fragile 

and complex, characterised by the presence of non-state armed 

groups, recurrent inter-community conflicts and widespread 

banditry, resulting in the displacement of 287,496 people (as at 30 

July 2020)1, violations of the rights of individuals, particularly of children - victims of recruitment by armed groups 

and forces, gender-based violence and family separation – and with 1,2 million children in need of protection2. From 

march to October 2020, the provisional data related to food insecurity and severe acute malnutrition remained 

unchanged and the number of people in need of humanitarian assistance countrywide is still 6.8 million of which 3.5 

million of them are children3. 

As of 31rst October 2020, 3,565 coronavirus cases were recorded in 38 health districts of nine regions (out of 10) since 

the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic in Mali in March 2020. At this date, the Covid-19 pandemic caused the death of 

136 persons (case fatality rate 3.8 per cent). The district of Bamako alone accounts for more than half of all cases 

(51.5%), followed by the regions of Timbuktu, Kayes and Koulikoro with 16.1% and 9.5% respectively. UNICEF, in 

collaboration with WHO and partners, is actively supporting the Government of Mali to implement the national 

response plan and is engaged in activities across all priority areas including risk communication and community 

engagement, hygiene reinforcement in health facilities and communities, support to continuity of preventive and 

curative health and nutrition services, Infection Prevention and control (IPC) support, and support to access to 

education. 

Even though all schools were officially reopened on 14 September 2020 for all classes to finalize 2019-2020 year, the 

educational situation is still dominated by the absence of teachers in the central and northern regions, affected by 

conflicts and permanent insecurity. The start of the new school year 2020-2021 has been planned by the Ministry of 

Education for January 4, 2021. 

 
1 This is still the official data available since July 2020 from National Directorate of Social Development - DNDS. Matrix for Monitoring Displacement (DTM),30 July 2020 
2 OCHA Mali, HRP révisé, Juillet 2020 
3 OCHA Mali, HRP révisé, Juillet 2020 
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In addition, the circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) epidemic continue be a public health issue for 

the country. As of October 2020, 29 cases were confirmed over the country including Northern region of Menaka (3 

cases), Bamako district (7 cases), Sikasso health district (11 cases) and Mopti (5 cases), Gao (1 case) and 

Koulikoro(2cases). Faced with the high risk of the virus spreading, the Government of Mali and Global Polio 

Eradication Initiative Partners (WHO, UNICEF, BMGF,GAVI) are implementing  mass  immunization campaign in the 

regions of Gao and Menaka from  August to  December 2020, which targets 228,483 children (192,551 in Gao and 

35,932 in Menaka).  

Seasonal flooding increased humanitarian needs related to conflict and COVID-19 and multiple challenges in conflict-

affected areas and those affected by food insecurity and malnutrition. Contingency stocks initially pre-positioned in 

the regions for flood response have been massively used to respond to the COVID-19 pandemic's imperatives, thus 

reducing the WASH sector's flood response capacity. As of 31 October, according to government data, the floods 

impacted 80,760 persons. 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Nutrition 

During the reporting period (October 2020), 8,040 children aged 6-59 months (4,342 girls and 3,698 boys) were 

treated for severe acute malnutrition while at health facilities and community level  8,663 caregivers (1,945 females 

and 6,718 women) of children aged (0-23 months) were reached with messages on breastfeeding and Covid-19. These 

results have been achieved thanks to the partnership with Regional Health Directorates, health districts and health 

NGOs such as IMC, COOPI, Terre des Hommes and ACTED. The main challenges remain the insecurity and Covid-19 

pandemic, which make certain localities inaccessible and reduce the use of nutrition and health services.  

The National Anthropometric Nutritional and Mortality Retrospective Survey using the SMART methodology 

(Standardized, Monitoring, Assessment, Relief and Transitions) activities is going on with training of investigators. 

Out of a total cost of $499,823, UNICEF co-financed $318,752, representing 64% of the total cost of the survey. During 

October, a total of 26 supervisors (national and regional) and 116 interviewers and team leaders have been trained. 

In addition to the financial support, UNICEF provided survey materials (measuring rods, scales and child MUACs) for 

anthropometric measurements.   

Health  

Mali is still addressing the circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV2) outbreak. A total of 29 cVDP2 cases were 

confirmed including 26 Acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) cases and 3 from environmental surveillance over the country 

including in the region of Menaka (three cases), Bamako district (five cases AFP and 3 environmental), Sikasso (eleven 

cases) and Mopti (five cases), Gao (one case), Koulikoro (two cases), Menaka(two cases). Coordination of the response 

is led by the National Coordination Committee chaired by the Secretary-General of the Ministry of Health and Social 

Affairs. UNICEF supported the Ministry of Public Health and Social Affairs in the implementation of the response with 

the deployment of 14 Consultants (seven C4D Consultants, six vaccine Managers, and one Outbreak Coordinator) in 

the field. The 2nd round of the Poliomyelitis vaccination campaign was organized from 23 to 26 October in Gao and 

Menaka regions, reaching 250,636 under five children (110%) 4  over 228,483 targeted. In the mentioned round, 

community mobilizers have visited 27,157 households, sensitizing 79,228 people including 46,411 women (59%), 17 

radio stations broadcast spots and messages and 146 educational talks involving 1,668 people, including 1,151 women 

(69%) were organized. Sensitization activities were implemented in 49 schools reaching out to 300 teachers and 

11,000 pupils. In addition, 66 advocacy meetings were held with administrative, religious and customary leaders. 

These results were achieved in partnership with the Regional health Directorates and health districts. Main 

constraints encountered during the reporting period were insecurity in central and northern regions. 

WASH 

As of October 2020, UNICEF supported the government of Mali in assisting the population affected by the crises in 

the centre and northern regions through the Regional Technical Services (the Directorates of Hydraulic, Directorates 

 
4 The target is based on the data of the first round of campaign, which explains the high percentage (110%)  
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of Social Development and Solidarity Economy, Directorates of Civil Protection). In total 125,982 people (67,715 

children) in Mopti, Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu and Taoudenit regions benefited through short-term emergency kits 

distribution including water treatment products.  Some 181,932 people (97,788 children) benefited from both 

temporary and permanent drinking water services in Mopti, Gao, Kidal, Timbuktu and Taoudenit regions. These 

results were achieved in partnership with UNICEF and its  implementing partners including the NGOs NRC, IMADEL 

(Initiative Malienne d'Appui au Développement local), TASSAGHT, Solidarités Internationale (SI). 

 

As part of the humanitarian assistance to IDPs from Farabougou in Segou region, UNICEF supported the Regional 

Directorate of Social Development with tarpaulins (100), rope for tarpaulin (100), pre-fabricated latrines (100), WASH 

kits(421), blanket synthetic medium thermal resistance (25), plastic mats(226),Water purification (12000), Tents (11) 

Long lasting insecticide treated nets (200). 

 

Education  

During the month of October 2020, UNICEF supported the internally displaced children’s (IDPs) to pass the end of the 

year-examination in collaboration with Ministry of Education’s local Education Directorates (AE)5. A total of 5,766 

displaced pupils applying for the Diploma of Basic Studies (DEF) were targeted, including 2,592 children in the 

northern and central regions of Mali, Gao (961), Timbuktu (27), Mopti and Douentza (1,152), Menaka (257) and Segou 

(195) and the southern regions (Kayes, Koulikoro and Sikasso) 3,174 IDP school children. UNICEF supported the 

transport of school IDP children, provided meals (breakfast, lunch and dinner) and equipment such a small size mats, 

health kits, soap, solar lamps, hand washing kits, water stations and impregnated mosquito nets. Additional children 

have been supported by cluster partners such as Save the Children, World Vision International, Cooperation Suisse 

and UNESCO. 

As of 30 October,  1,230 were schools closed, affecting 369,000 children and 7,380 teachers . This shows a slight 

decrease compared to March 2020. However, the situation remains complex with areas where schools have reopened 

(especially in Segou region) and other regions where some schools have been newly closed. UNICEF continues to 

work with the Ministry of Education and the communities to support the back to school 2020-2021 planned for early 

January 2021. 

UNICEF’s education in emergencies section has been focused on the Covid-19 activities (Schools Protocol for 

awareness and prevention of Covid-19 and WASH kits primarily) which are still ongoing and well underway. A total of 

14,629 children (7,673 girls) have been reintegrated into schools and thus received access to formal education in the 

region of Mopti in collaboration of the implementing partner APIDEV. A total of 7,200 children (4,320 girls) have 

received individual learning materials on the region of Gao and Tombouctou with the implementing partner NRC. 

In the frame of COVID-19 response, thanks to Education Cannot Wait (ECW) funds, 2,164 solar radios have been 

distributed to vulnerable households by the implementing partners NRC (in Gao and Tombouctou) and EDUCO (in 

Mopti and Segou). 184 schools have benefitted from provision of WASH kit Covid-19. 

 

Child Protection  

During the reporting period, UNICEF and partners reached 5,523 children (2,606 girls and 2,917 boys) with community 

based psychosocial support through child friendly spaces and mobile teams in Gao, Kidal, Ménaka, Mopti and Ségou 

regions as well as in Bamako district. This brings the total of children reached since the beginning of the year to 47,205, 

representing 30% of the overall annual target. Covid-19 continues to hinder psychosocial support activities and 

consequently deter the achievement of the results. Strategies for psychosocial support delivery have been adjusted 

to this new context, by setting-up mobile teams to provide recreative and psychosocial activities within families or 

revising the frequency and group sizes in the CFS in IDP-camps which remained operational. This enabled the 

continuity of psychosocial support services to the most vulnerable children but hindered the number of beneficiaries 

reached. On the other hand, UNICEF achieved 104% of the children formerly associated with armed groups 

reintegration target (415 children out 400 targeted), of which 44 children (all boys) were reached in the course of the 

 
5 AE : Académie d’Enseignement 
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period under review.  Moreover, UNICEF reached 133% of the overall yearly target of the unaccompanied and 

separated children care target (800 reached/600 targeted for holistic support services). Out of these children, 210 (78 

girls and 132 boys) were reached in October. These results can be explained by the intensification of collaboration 

with various stakeholders including influential leaders, local leaders and community child protection networks, in 

addition to awareness raising activities targeting armed group members, communities and families. Eventually, 

UNICEF reached 38 GBV survivors, bringing the total to 247 children (62% of the overall target for 2020). The children 

were provided with response services including medical and psychosocial care, shelter and legal assistance.   

 

The results were achieved thanks to the collaboration between UNICEF and its partners namely ATDED, COOPI, 

Peace One Day, GARDL, Kanuya and state protection social services in Gao, Mopti, Segou, Menaka and Bamako 

district. 

 

Communication for Development;  

In Mopti, around the implementation of the join UNICEF/WFP second decade for peace project, young adolescents 

performed 794 visits, reaching 1,226 households where they interviewed 4,903 people (856 men, 1,324 women, 1,174 

boys and 1,549 girls) and discuss about peace and living together. 16 community meetings were organized and 969 

people - 185 men, 293 women, 243 boys and 248 girls - took part to dialogues about emerging problems in their 

respective communities, such as forced recruitment of children into armed groups or the setting up savings and loans 

groups organized by FAO. This community mobilization of adolescents throughout the implementation of the project 

contributes to foster social cohesion between farmers, herders and fishermen and community members for the 

implementation of child protection including economic development activities through the Village Savings and Credit 

Associations (VSCAs) set up by FAO. 33 new U-reporters including 9 girls in school, were registered on the U-report 

platform this month in Tombouctou (Hammabangou and Abaradjou area). As of 31 October, the country had a total 

of 67,647 U-reporters, which helps increasing the number of youth voices taking part in the various surveys on peace 

and social cohesion. 

Humanitarian Leadership, Coordination and Strategy  

As of 31 October 2020, the humanitarian leadership, coordination and strategy conserved the same line. The Ministry 

of Health and Social Development is responsible for coordinating humanitarian action with the support of the 

Humanitarian Country Team. UNICEF leads three clusters (the WASH, Nutrition and Education clusters) and Child 

Protection sub-cluster and participates in the Inter-cluster coordination forum at national and subnational levels. 

A Covid-19 Task Force instituted by the Humanitarian Country Team since March 2020, continues to orientate and 

coordinate inter-cluster activities, and the health cluster and humanitarian coordination structures engaged in the 

COVID-19 response. The COVID-19 Humanitarian response plan has been implemented.  

In line with the inter-agency humanitarian strategy to save lives and protect affected populations, in 2020, UNICEF 

will address the urgent needs of the most vulnerable populations in crisis-affected regions in Mali, while 

strengthening the linkages between humanitarian action and development programming and prioritizing 

community-based approaches. 

UNICEF in Mali, with partners, contributes to strengthening the national health and nutrition systems to deliver 

emergency services, including the provision of water and sanitation packages, the management of SAM cases, 

measles and Poliomyelitis vaccination, and providing psychosocial support to conflict-affected children. UNICEF 

continues to promote the continuity of education through community mobilisation, community learning centres and 

the provision of school supplies, reinforce the Monitoring and Reporting Mechanism and support the release of 

children from armed forces and groups, and providing girl survivors of gender-based violence with community care 

and socio-economic reintegration. 

In October, the led clusters and sub-cluster participated in the national inter-cluster workshop on humanitarian need 

overview/humanitarian response plan.  The child protection sub-cluster led by UNICEF, along with its line ministry 

(Ministry for the Promotion of Women, Children and the Family), launched a survey in order to analyse the actual 

impact of the COVID-19 on child protection activities.   
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Human Interest Stories and External Media (Com Ext) 
o Continental  athlete Djénébou Dante and Taekwondo Champion Aminata Traore are among UNICEF Mali 

influencers and their profiles have been shared on UNICEF global social media platforms. 

o A Girl takeover day followed by International TV MEDI I 

o Two-year old Alimatou’s story mentioned on global channels related to “Celebrating World Food Day 

with innovation to combat child malnutrition global” 

o letter  of Mariam Aldianabangou, 18 years, a former child parliamentarian and acting now as a mentor in 

the Association for promotion of child and youth communicators, published on global platform  

Next SitRep:  30 November 2020 
 

UNICEF Mali Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/     

UNICEF Mali Twitter: https://twitter.com/unicefmali 

UNICEF Mali Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html 

 

 
 

  

Who to contact 

for further 

information: 

Sylvie Fouet 

Representative 

UNICEF Mali 

Tel: (+ 223) 44 97 69 69 

Email:lelmi@unicef.org 

 
 

Anne Daher Aden  

Chief of Field Ops and 

Emergency,  

UNICEF Mali  

Tel: (+223) 75 99 62 50  

Email: Adaheraden@UNICEF.org  

 
 

https://twitter.com/UNICEF_FR/status/1316074576477138945?s=20
https://twitter.com/UNICEF_FR/status/1315395294901809153?s=20
https://www.facebook.com/Medi1tvAfrique/posts/650691595636904
https://www.unicef.org/supply/stories/celebrating-world-food-day-innovation-combat-child-malnutrition
https://www.unicef.org/supply/stories/celebrating-world-food-day-innovation-combat-child-malnutrition
https://www.voicesofyouth.org/blog/international-day-girl-be-proud-yourself-and-fight-your-rights-be-respected
https://www.facebook.com/unicefmali/
https://twitter.com/unicefmali
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/Mali.html
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Annex A - Summary of Programme Results 

  UNICEF and IPs Response Cluster/Sector Response 

Sector 
Overall 

needs 

2020 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

2020 

target 

Total 

results* 

Change 

since last 

report 

▲▼ 

Nutrition        

Number of children under 5 years 
affected by Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM) admitted for treatment 

188,053 188,053 116,466 8,040 188,053 116,466 8,040 

Number of Caregivers of children 

reached with infant and young child 

feeding counselling (M/F) 

558,212 110,000 121,317 8,663 150,000 121,317 8,663 

Health        

# children under 5 vaccinated against 

measles 
NA 806,000 135,305 0    

# children under five reached each round 

of polio campaign in northern regions 
NA 1,140,000 575,167 250,636    

WASH        

#  People accessing a sufficient quantity 

of safe water for drinking, cooking and 

personal hygiene  
953,103 406,750 181,932 56,454 953,103 343,387 96,612 

# people accessing appropriate 

sanitation facilities 
50,000 40,000 6,400 0 50,000 84,358 22,484 

# Children accessing WASH facilities in 

learning environments 
210,000 20,000 7,250 5,250 210,000 15,790 7,210 

# SAM children receiving a WASH kit 

and hygiene promotion session 
57,853 2,000 700 0 57,853 5,266 683 

Child Protection        

# Children accessing psychosocial 

support, including in child-friendly 

spaces and other safe spaces 

1, 207, 

073 

160,000 

 
47,205 5,523 240,000 60,035 12,359 

# Children separated from armed 

groups accessing socio-economic 

reintegration support 

400 

 
415 44 500 440 44 

# Unaccompanied and separated 

children accessing family-based care 

or appropriate alternative services 

600 

 
800 210 900 973 228  

# women and children accessing 

GBV response interventions 
400 248 38 N/A 

N/A N/A  

Education        

# Children accessing formal and non-

formal education 
564,327 90,000 33,133 14,629 242,000 127,053 19,090 

# Children receiving individual learning 

materials  
564,327 90,000 

33,017 7,200 
242,000 

70,978 18,108 
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Annex B  

Funding Status* 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 

Year 
Carry-Over $  

Nutrition  20,500,000 11,069,867 1,754,071 7,676,062 37% 

WASH 14,400,000           1,364,222  357,842 12,677,936 88% 

Health 1,600,000 116,091 120,613 1,363,296 85% 

Child Protection 4,850,000 1,855,223 1,232,416 1,762,361 36% 

Education 9,000,000 4,069,587 34,326 4,896,087 54% 

Cluster Coordination  1,500,000               500,873  348,294 650,833 43% 

Total 51,850,000 18,975,864 3,847,562 29,026,574 56% 

* As defined in Humanitarian Appeal of 30/07/2020 reviewed for a period of 6 months 

 
  


