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Situation Overview1  
As of 30 November in Sierra Leone, there were 2,412 
confirmed COVID-19 cases, 74 deaths and 1,836 recoveries. 
Forty cases were in COVID-19 designated treatment centers. 
Health workers account for 9.8 per cent of all cases.  
 

Overall Case Fatality Rate (CFR) remains at 3.1 per cent of all 
cases as per the previous sitrep and increases to 15.3 per cent 
in cases over 60 years of age. A total of 71,193 COVID-19 tests 
were conducted (9.29/1,000 population).  
 
Western Area Urban and Western Area Rural districts, 
comprising the capital Freetown, made up 61 per cent of all 
cases reported nationally. Other districts with relatively high 
attack rates include Kenema (5.2%), Port Loko (4.9%) and Bo 
(4.5%).  
 
 UNICEF Highlights  
 UNICEF partnered with Partners in Health (PiH) to donate 

masks, hand sanitizers, and reusable bags for all CHWs, as 
well as gloves and face shields for CHWs engaged in 
contact tracing.  

 UNICEF, WHO and the World Bank supported the MoHS in 
the COVAX vaccine application process, including COVID-
19 vaccine deployment plan and rapid inventory taking of 
cold chain equipment. 

 UNICEF provided 278 handwashing stations targeting 
35,000 children in over 130 primary schools, in support of 
a World Food Programme (WFP) school feeding 
programme and the Government of Sierra Leone’s COVID 
Response Plan. In all, nearly 575,000 children and over 
16,000 teachers have now been reached with important WASH equipment since the COVID-19 response began in 
March 2020 with support from Irish Aid.   

 
1 Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) COVID-19 situation report (sitrep) no. 245, 30 November 2020, 3pm.  

Total Funding Gap 

US$4.87M 

Situation in Numbers 

 2,412 COVID-19 confirmed 
cases out of 71,193 tests 
conducted 

 
 74 COVID-19 deaths reported 

and 1,836 case recoveries 
 

 National attack rate is 31.5 per 
100,000 people 
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Media Highlights  
 A key part of the UNICEF COVID-19 

response has been delivering oxygen 
concentrators. As of 11 November 2020, 
UNICEF delivered 15,188 oxygen 
concentrators to 93 countries – read 
more 

 UNICEF Representative, Dr. Suleiman 
Braimoh, held an online discussion with 
child advocate, Leonus Di Genius and 
discussed how COVID-19 has affected 
children in Sierra Leone - here 

 Alusine Kamara, 17, from Sierra Leone, 
drew this image as he reimagined a 
world beyond COVID-19 pandemic - here  

 Baby Napthul, who was born 
prematurely and weighed a mere 600g at 
birth is thriving today due to care 
received at a Special Care Baby Unit in 
Kono District – here  

 UNICEF and Partners in Health (PiH) 
donated Personal Protective Equipment 
to the Government of Sierra Leone for 
use by Community Health Workers 
during this period of COVID-19 – here    

 UNICEF continues to use social media to 
encourage regular and proper use of 
face masks - here and here 
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 COVID-19 weekly discussion programmes in 59 district and community radios across the country were ongoing 
and promotion of essential health practices commenced in a bid to re-mobilize populations on the importance of 
utilization of and access to routine health services. 

 UNICEF worked with the Inter-Religious Council of Sierra Leone (IRCSL) for the protection of children to promote 
the uptake of behaviours to prevent and respond to COVID-19 amongst households and communities, as well as 
to facilitate dialogue between religious leaders and religious groups on consensus building for alternatives to 
harmful practices such as child marriage, while promoting positive parenting practices. 

 Training for Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) Community Monitors (CMs) on grievance reporting, psycho-
social first aid and GBV was completed with a total of 747 CMs trained across the country. 
 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 Response  
 
Health, Nutrition and HIV  
Over the course of the reporting month, UNICEF continued to support the Ministry of Health and Sanitation (MoHS) in 
sustaining access to and demand for quality essential health and nutrition services through capacity building, provision 
of supplies and equipment, including Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and Infection Prevention Control (IPC) and 
social mobilization. As the main source of technical assistance for the community health worker (CHW) programme in 
Sierra Leone, UNICEF has assisted the Directorate of Primary Health Care (DPH) of the MoHS in developing the interim 
guidance note on CHW programming in the context of COVID-19 and subsequent training of periphery health unit 
(PHU) staff and 14,000 CHWs nationwide. To further operationalize the interim guidance, UNICEF, in partnership with 
Partners in Health (PiH) and MoHS, distributed masks, hand sanitizers, and reusable bags for all CHWs, as well as 
gloves and face shields for those engaged in contact tracing.  This was a result of joint advocacy to protect the health 
and safety of CHWs and communities – PiH secured donation of PPE for CHWs, while UNICEF provided additional 
items including hand sanitizers procured with financial support from Irish Aid, as well as warehousing, kitting and 
distribution support to the MoHS.    
 
In November 2020, UNICEF procured 
and distributed ready to use infant 
formula (RUIF) nationwide for infants 
below 6 months unable to be breastfed 
in the context of COVID-19 with financial 
support from Irish Aid. Utilization of 
these supplies will be closely monitored 
by the Directorate of Food and Nutrition 
(DFN) of MoHS to ensure strict 
compliance with the established 
protocol. 
 
As the country prepares for the future 
introduction of COVID-19 vaccines, 
UNICEF, together with WHO and World 
Bank, continued to support the MoHS in 
the COVAX application process, 
including drafting of a COVID-19 vaccine 
deployment plan and rapid inventory 
taking of cold chain equipment.   
 
Education 
In November 2020, UNICEF supported ongoing distribution of important teaching and learning materials 
(TLMs) targeting approximately 21,500 primary school students and 480 teachers.  Additionally, in support 
of the WFP school feeding programme, and in alignment with the government’s COVID Response Plan, UNICEF 
provided 278 handwashing stations targeting 35,000 children in over 130 primary schools. In all, nearly 
575,000 children and over 16,000 teachers reached with important WASH equipment in response to the COVID -19 
crisis with financing from Irish Aid.   
  

UNICEF and Partners in Health (PiH) handover ceremony of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) and Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) supplies to the Ministry 
of Health and Sanitation (MoHS).  

©UNICEF Sierra Leone/2020/Mutseyekwa 
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UNICEF also continues to support the Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary Education (MBSSSE) to develop and 
disseminate key prevention messages as part of the Education COVID-19 Response Plan.  In addition to promoting 
handwashing, social distancing, and correct wearing of face masks, the messages also support the MBSSE’s radical 
inclusion initiative and focus on the importance of all children going and staying safe in schools. These messages will 
be disseminated through radio discussion programmes and dramas, billboards, and posters targeting over 3.5 million 
people nationwide. 
 
Child Protection 
As of 30 November, 14,708 individuals have received psychosocial support (PSS), with an additional 1,490 individuals 
(506 children – 242 boys, 264 girls; 984 adults – 527 men, 457 women) reached during the reporting period. Fifteen 
children (10 boys, 5 girls) without parental or family care were provided with appropriate alternative care 
arrangements. In addition, 110 children (4 boys, 106 girls) and 56 adults (5 male, 51 female) reported sexual and/or 
gender-based violence (GBV) through the PSS Pillar. 
 
UNICEF, in partnership with the National Secretariat for Reduction of Teenage Pregnancy (NSRTP) and other partners, 
continued airing radio programmes with key information on protecting adolescent girls during COVID-19 (including 
messages on prevention of gender-based violence (GBV), teenage pregnancy and child marriage) in six districts. In 
addition, UNICEF supported the NSRTP in printing 1,500 copies of information, education and communication (IEC) 
materials on the same three topics for distribution in schools as part of a school outreach programme on sexual and 
reproductive health information through district health workers.  
 
UNICEF is working with the Inter-Religious Council of Sierra Leone (IRCSL) to develop a booklet with key messages on 
COVID-19 and the protection of children. The booklet will be used to promote the uptake of behaviours to prevent 
and respond to COVID-19 amongst households and communities, as well as to facilitate dialogue between religious 
leaders and religious groups on consensus building for alternatives to harmful practices such as child marriage, while 
promoting positive parenting practices including birth registration of children, wherein COVID-19 has had secondary 
impacts on the safety, protection and well-being of children. 
 
To ensure continuous functioning of child-friendly law enforcement services, UNICEF supported the revision and 
validation of the Sierra Leone Police Academy (SLEA) curriculum to include child-friendly justice in pre-and-in-service 
training. A total of 25 police lecturers (18 male; 7 female) of the SLEA were trained on the new curriculum. During the 
reporting period UNICEF also facilitated a consultative meeting on the review of the Family Support Unit (FSU) - Sexual 
and Gender Based Violence 2010 Standard Operating Procedures. Thirty personnel (20 male; 10 female) participated 
in the process. 
 
Social Protection 
Preparations for payments under the COVID-19 Social Safety Net (SSN) programme are near completion, along with 
verification and payment under the COVID-19 emergency cash transfer (ECT) programme for households of informal 
workers in urban areas. 
  
Training for Grievance Redress Mechanism (GRM) Community Monitors (CMs) on grievance reporting, psycho-social 
first aid and GBV was also completed. In total of 747 CMs were trained across the country. This workshop involved 
National Commission for Social Action (NaCSA), the Anti-Corruption Commission (ACC) and Ministry of Social Welfare 
facilitators, blending sessions about social protection programmes and reporting of grievances with a training 
curriculum on psycho-social first aid which was developed under the PSS pillar. The event represented the first time 
that frontline social protection workers benefited from such training curriculum and has equipped CMs with 
strengthened skills in community and beneficiary interaction, listening skills and knowledge of existing services and 
reporting channels for GBV cases. Furthermore, the CMs would, through this training, have become better equipped 
to manage their own work-related stress, and have been put in contact with their local social workers for support and 
collaboration.   
  
Data collection is ongoing for the second round of the telephone survey measuring socio-economic impact of COVID-
19 on households, being undertaken in collaboration with the World Bank and Statistics Sierra Leone (Stats-SL). The 
survey provides updated data on households’ access to social services such as health, nutrition, children’s education 
and families’ livelihoods situation. The questionnaire has been updated since the first round, with a new child 
nutrition module and updated education questions to reflect the reopening of schools. 
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Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) 
UNICEF reiterated its support to the MoHS weekly discussion programmes in 59 district and community radios across 
the country. While the focus remained on COVID-19, the programmes are now intensifying promotion of essential 
health practices in a bid to re-mobilize populations on the importance of utilization of and access to routine health 
services. Following engagement meetings with religious leaders in October, approximately 3,600 Imams and Pastors 
actively participated in the dissemination of the key messages on COVID-19, essential health care and protection, 
reaching out to over 80,000 people in their congregation during the month of November. 
 
UNICEF also partnered with RCCE pillar in its efforts to streamline and sustain community engagement for COVID-19 
response, supporting part of Community-Led Action chiefdom trainings. 
 
Water, Sanitation and Hygiene  
UNICEF has continued with technical assessments and drilling of boreholes in health facilities across targeted districts. 
Five new boreholes were drilled within the reporting month, making a cumulative total of nineteen (19) boreholes 
drilled in healthcare facilities across the country with funding from the UK Foreign Commonwealth and Development 
Office (FCDO).  
 
UNICEF has also commenced the distribution of WASH/IPC supplies at the household level. During the reporting 
period, a total of 2,400 households in targeted communities received COVID-19 WASH/IPC supplies (one 
kit/household). These kits will enable effective IPC measures and to help control the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Technology for Development and Innovation  
During the reporting period, UNICEF, in collaboration with the MBSSE, created an EduTrac poll to monitor distribution 
of WASH materials at school level. Continued support of RCSM reporting via RapidPro was also provided at District 
level. Ongoing customisation of the 117 Call Centre Visualisation platform is being conducted at the Emergency 
Operations Centre (EOC), with a new chart being added to the 117 dashboard to display health information calls by 
advisory and non-advisory for travel. This is occurring simultaneously with handover of the platform to the EOC. 

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 
 
With financial aid from the UK and Chinese governments, UNICEF is supporting the MoHS to scale up the special care 
baby units (SCBUs) to provide level II care for sick newborns from an initial four sites (Ola During Children’s Hospital 
(ODCH) in Freetown and three regional hospitals in Makeni, Kenema, and Bo) to nationwide coverage. On 17 
November, World Prematurity Day, a new SCBU was officially inaugurated at Koidu Government Hospital in Kono 
District. All SCBUs across the country celebrated whilst observing COVID-19 safety measures.  
 
In Sierra Leone, during the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, other common illnesses such as malaria, pneumonia, and 
diarrhoea continue to be the main killers of young children. In a bid to revitalize the integrated management of 
newborn and childhood illnesses (IMNCI) programme in the country, UNICEF supported the MoHS to update and print 
IMNCI guides, registers and job aides, as well as strengthen the capacity of health workers. During the reporting 
period, an additional 86 district IMNCI mentors were trained, bringing the total number of trained mentors to 250 
(213 district mentors and 27 national mentoring and coaching facilitators). 
 
On 18-19 November, UNICEF attended the midterm review of the National Strategy for the Reduction of Adolescent 
Pregnancy and Child Marriage (2018-2022) organised by the NSRTP in Bo District. Activities on communication and 
advocacy within the strategic framework, led by UNICEF, are on track; significant progress had been made despite the 
challenges during the peak of COVID-19 in terms of harmonization as well as dissemination of key messages on GBV, 
teenage pregnancy and child marriage that took place throughout the year. Going forward, the outcomes of and 
recommendations from the midterm review will be considered for planning of activities for 2021. 
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Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 
 

As lead procurement agent for the Government of Sierra Leone, UNICEF procures the majority of COVID-19 supplies 
and provides procurement updates to the Medical Logistics Pillar in its bi-weekly meetings. As a co-chair for Nutrition 
cluster, UNICEF is supporting the process of updating and extending the Nutrition Cluster Response Plan up to 2021. 
As co-Chair of the WASH pillar, and in collaboration with the MoHS and MoWR, UNICEF recently led the development, 
finalisation, and official launch of the Water Safety Plan to enhance COVID-19 response efforts. Finally, UNICEF 
continues to coordinate child protection-related COVID-19 response in the framework of the PSS Pillar. 
  
Supply and Logistics 
 

Deliveries of COVID-19 supplies have slowed as procurements, primarily supported by the World Bank and FCDO, 
were completed and no new transactions were undertaken. However, preparations for new procurement with funds 
from Islamic Development Bank (IsDB) were completed. Both UNICEF staff and MoHS counterparts were trained on 
accessing the procurement platforms of the IsDB. Since the investments of IsDB is more aimed at Systems 
Strengthening, no large procurement of COVID-19 consumables is anticipated and forecasts for PPE were scaled 
down. However, IsDB is supporting supply of significant quantities of medical devices and hospital equipment and 
furniture, including the expansion of oxygen supply through both Oxygen Concentrators and Oxygen Plants.  
 
A high impact logistics intervention in partnership with PiH and the National Medical Stores Agency (NMSA) was 
completed in November. PIH, UNICEF, MOHS (led by the DPC and CHW Hub) and NMSA distributed PPE to every CHW 
to protect them during COVID-19. Additionally, the same PPE was distributed to the district CHW focal person and for 
active contact tracers in every district through the DHMTs. UNICEF made available a section of the Country Office 
warehouse for the temporary storage of the items and led the kit-packing of the items. UNICEF also supported the 
nationwide distribution of these supplies through the Long-Term Agreements with Third Party logistics providers. 
 
Media and External Communications 
 
UNICEF has used local newspapers to provide audiences with the latest updates on COVID-19 and to demonstrate 
UNICEF actions and contributions to the response.  Local newspapers have also been used to publish and amplify 
global messages and statements on the impact of COVID-19 on the lives of children and to demonstrate current 
responses from UNICEF and partners.  
 
Social media pages are reaching audiences with key prevention messages, including on the importance of wearing a 
mask in public. UNICEF also amplified messages linked to key commemorative days including World Prematurity Day, 
World Toilet Day and World Children’s Day.  
 
On World Children’s Day, UNICEF partnered with MoGCA in supporting a media take over event. Sixty-four children 
participated in radio and TV broadcasts organised through 16 different stations. In addition, an online panel discussion 
was held with the Minister of Education and two participants from each of the 16 districts.  
 
UNICEF Representative, Dr Suleiman Braimoh, held online discussions with three child advocates and with a group of 
25 children from the UNICEF Family. The conversations centered on the children’s thoughts and understanding of 
World Children’s Day and to receive their inputs on how they are reimagining their lives after the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
UNICEF Sierra Leone also supported children of Sierra Leone to contribute to the global reimagine challenge, in which 
children drew artistic impressions of the world they are reimagining after the COVID-19 pandemic.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



6 
 

 
Funding  
 

Sector  
Funding 
requirements 
US$ 

Funds available 
US$ 

Funding gap 
US$ 

Gap 
% 

C4D / RCCE  600,000  448,355   151,645  25% 
WASH & IPC  6,700,000  6,582,349   117,651  2% 
Health, Nutrition and HIV  6,500,000  6,469,118   30,882  0% 
Child Protection  200,000  -     200,000  100% 
Education  3,500,000  528,543   2,971,457  85% 
Social Protection & Evaluation  1,500,000  102,600   1,397,400  93% 

Total  19,000,000  14,130,964   4,869,036  26% 

 
 
  

For more information contact: 
 
 

 
 

 

Suleiman Braimoh, Ph.D. 
Representative  
UNICEF Sierra Leone 
Tel: +232 75 986 920 
Email: sbraimoh@unicef.org  
 

Yuki Suehiro 
Deputy Representative, a.i.  
UNICEF Sierra Leone 
Tel: + 232 79 999 996 
Email: ysuehiro@unicef.org 

Wilberforce Tengey 
Deputy Representative - Operations   
UNICEF Sierra Leone 
Tel: +232 76 100 640 
Email: wtengey@unicef.org 
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Annex A 
 
Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response2 

Sector 2020 target Total results 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   
# of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging 3,700,000 3,500,000 
# of people engaged on COVID-19 500,000 676,044 
# of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for available 
support services to address their needs through established feedback mechanisms 

5,000 2,664 

# of key leaders and platforms supported actively engaged to role model and promote 
preventive and protective behaviours 

10,000 No data 

WASH and IPC   

# of healthcare facilities receiving improved WASH services (district 
hospitals/peripheral health units) 

20/30 No data 

# of people in high-risk communities receiving WASH services 50,000 No data 
# of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and services 
(high level indicator) 

250,000 12,000 

# of high-risk communities with hand washing with infection control messages 50 71 
# of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities provided with Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE) 

15,500 24,708 

# of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC) 

15,500 15,972 

Health, Nutrition and HIV   
# of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate management of 
COVID-19 cases 

2,500 15,972 

# of hospitals equipped with oxygen plant 3 1 
# of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM) 39,000 18,058 
# of children and women receiving essential healthcare, including prenatal, delivery and 
postnatal care, essential newborn care, immunization, treatment of childhood illnesses 
and HIV care in UNICEF supported facilities 

1,760,000 2,490,478 

# of caregivers reached with IYCF messages/recommendations in COVID 19 context 575,000 425,748 
Education    
# of children supported with distance/home-based learning 1,500,000 No data 
# of schools receiving WASH supplies  1,200 1,678 
# children receive individual learning materials 230,000 247,820 
#  of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and access to 
services 

1,600,000 679,898 

# of teachers trained to provide alternative learning including PSS to reach 60,000 
children  

2,000 28,467 

Child Protection and GBV    
# of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community based mental 
health and psychosocial support 

10,000 14,708 

# of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible channel to report 
sexual exploitation and abuse 

3,700,000 3,603,184 

 # of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on GBV risk 
mitigation and referrals for survivors 

350 525 

Social Protection   
# of households benefitting from new or additional social assistance measures provided 
by governments to respond to COVID-19 with UNICEF support 

64,000 28,921 

 

 
2 Results are as of 25 November 2020 and results aligned to the UNICEF Global Sitrep no 12.  


