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Burkina Faso
The humanitarian crisis in Burkina Faso is one of the fastest-growing in 2020. Violent security
incidents significantly increased compared to previous years . Intercommunity conflicts and
restrictive measures  due to the COVID-19 added other complex dimensions to the crisis. In
2020, more than 2.9 million people are in need of humanitarian assistance, including 1.7
million children . The number of people forcibly displaced increased from 87,000 in
January 2019 to 1.03 million in September 2020 (60 percent children)  , and the country hosts
nearly 20,000 Malian refugees.  Over 20 percent of internally displaced people (IDPs) live in
host communities  that are growing increasingly vulnerable. Children in need of protection
services increased by 170 percent from 300,000 in December 2019 to 512,653 in June 2020 .
Insecurity also severely impacted basic social services: in March 2020, 2,521 schools were
closed, affecting 349,909 children ; in August, 95 health facilities were closed and 199
functioning with minimum operations, affecting nearly 1,7 million people.  Over 152,000
children under 5 years are suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM), including nearly
86,000 children in the five emergency-affected regions.  The prevalence of global acute
malnutrition exceeds the critical threshold in the Sahel and Centre-Nord regions.
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Humanitarian strategy Results from  2020
In 2020, UNICEF continues to scale up its
multisectoral humanitarian response in
Burkina Faso through partnerships, inter-
sectoral coordination with the government, in
line with peacebuilding, conflict-sensitive and
resilience strategies. UNICEF supports
simplified approaches to SAM treatment  
and partnerships with community-based health
workers to facilitate the delivery of health and
nutrition services, while continuing to
strengthen systems, particularly through the
provision of a minimum health package for
IDPs. WASH interventions combine climate
sensitive emergency and resilient WASH
programming with medium term resilience-
building strategies  and Community-Led Total
Sanitation adapted to emergency contexts.
UNICEF continues to diversify formal and non-
formal education using radio education
programmes and the Safe School Strategy,
and by providing technical support to Koranic
and Franco-Arabic schools. UNICEF
emphasizes building the resilience of families
and communities to cope with adversity,
focusing on gender and disabilities, and
accelerating prevention of and response to
child protection concerns. Partnerships with
local actors is strengthened to continue
service delivery, including through systematic
support to community-based child protection
mechanisms, capacity development of
community-based health workers and social
services workforce. UNICEF also strengthens
its engagement in the Rapid Response
Mechanism, in collaboration with non-
governmental organizations and United
Nations agencies, including through technical
support and procurement.
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As of 31 July 2020, UNICEF had US$24.4
million available against the US$96.6 million
appeal (25 per cent funded) . The large
funding gap and reduced humanitarian space
due to increasing insecurity posed major
challenges to UNICEF's ability to reach its
targets. UNICEF supported the treatment of
49,689 children with SAM (51 per cent girls),
60 per cent of whom are from the five regions
affected by insecurity . In its WASH
response, UNICEF has reached only 11 per
cent of its targets for sanitation, 28 per cent
for water and 76 per cent for hygiene support
due to funding constraints and access
challenges. 8,499 children were vaccinated
against measles (3 per cent of the target).
UNICEF supported 217,984 children affected
by insecurity and COVID-19 to access
education (34 per cent of the target) and
reached 9,864 children through the Safe
School Strategy (2 per cent of the target) .
Nearly 218,000 children benefited from
UNICEF-supported child protection prevention
and response services (110 per cent of the
target) while almost 10,000 vumnerable
displaced families received essential
households items. Finally, 485,000 people
were reached with key life-saving messages
on essential family practices.
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Total people in need
2.9 million  17

Total children (<18) in need
1.7 million  18

Total people to be reached
1.33 million  19

Total children to be reached
575,000  20

Nutrition 
560,950 caregivers of children reached with infant
and young child feeding counselling
152,819 children under the age of 5 with SAM
admitted into therapeutic feeding programmes

Health 
25,000 children aged 6 to 59 months vaccinated
against measles
425,000 children and women receiving primary
health care in UNICEF-supported facilities
135,000 people receiving long-lasting insecticide-
treated nets

WASH 
370,000 people accessing a sufficient quantity of
safe water for drinking, cooking and personal
hygiene
483,100 people accessing appropriate sanitation
facilities
483,100 people reached with handwashing
behaviour change programmes

Child protection 
350,000 children receive community-based mental
health and psychosocial support services
20,000 children and women access gender-based
violence risk mitigation, prevention or response
services

Education 
349,974 children accessing formal or non-formal
education
500,000 children aged 3 to 17 years affected by
crises receiving mental health and psychosocial
support through strengthened capacities of
teachers to provide supportive care environments
at school

Rapid response and humanitarian cash transfers
24,500 displaced people, including persons with
disabilities, provided with essential household
items 
4,000 households reached with humanitarian cash
transfers across sectors 

Communication for development 
500,000 people in host communities reached with
key life-saving / behaviour change messages on
essential family practices 

2020   programme targets21
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 Cluster2020
targets

Cluster total
results

UNICEF 2020
targets

UNICEF total
results

NUTRITION
# children under the age of 5 with SAM admitted into therapeutic
feeding programmes 147,131 49,689 147,131 49,689

# caregivers of children reached with infant and young child
feeding counselling 560,950 290,776 560,950 290,776

 HEALTH     
# children aged 6 to 59 months vaccinated against measles   270,000 8,499
# children and women received primary health care in UNICEF-
supported facilities   375,000 152,898

# people received long-lasting insecticide-treated nets   135, 665 31,000
WATER, SANITATION, AND HYGIENE 

# people accessed a sufficient quantity of safe water for drinking,
cooking and personal hygiene 985,000 324,187

 
310,000 

 
 87,174

# people accessed appropriate sanitation facilities 690,000 202,439 525,000 58,952
# people reached with handwashing behaviour change
programmes 1,050,000 610,228 500,000 380,970

CHILD PROTECTION
# children accessed mental health and psychosocial support 268,000 240,636 197,304 217,759
# children and women accessed gender-based violence risk
mitigation, prevention or response interventions 27,300 18,067 20,000 17,534

EDUCATION 
# children accessed formal or non-formal education 500,000 249,669 349,974 217,984
# children aged 3 to 17 years affected by crises receiving mental
health and psychosocial support through strengthened capacities
of teachers to provide supportive care environments at school

544,273 32,018 500,000 31,913

RAPID RESPONSE
# displaced persons, including the ones living with disabilities,
provided with essential household items   70,000 9,999

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT 
# people in host communities reached with key life-saving /
behaviour change messages on essential family practices   150,000 485,000

 Results are as of 31 July 2020 *

Funding requirements
In line with the 2020 Humanitarian Needs Overview, UNICEF is requesting US$98.9 million to meet the humanitarian needs
of children in Burkina Faso. Without this funding, UNICEF will be unable to support and invest in strategic partnerships to
meet the needs of the most vulnerable boys, girls and affected populations in health, education, nutrition and WASH
services. This increase in needs includes additional funding to reach more children with child protection and nutritional
services. UNICEF will continue to invest in community-based interventions, cash programmes and in strengthening social
cohesion.

Appeal Sector Original 2020 HAC
Requirement (US$)

Revised 2020 HAC
Requirement (US$)

Funds Available
(US$)

Funding Gap
US$ %

Nutrition 17,315,100 17,835,020 8,943,566 8,891,454 50%
Health 10,281,116 10,261,564 387,779 9,873,785 96%
Water, sanitation and
hygiene 25,263,857 23,932,150 8,209,407 15,722,743 66%

Child protection 11,228,787 14,364,560 2,774,054 11,590,506 81%
Education 27,727,668 27,727,668 1,519,362 26,208,306 95%
Rapid response
management and
implementation

3,050,000 3,050,000 2,472,050 577,950 19%

Communication for
development 1,800,000 1,800,000 62,885 1,773,115 97%

 Total  96,666,528 98,970,962 24,369,103 74,601,859 75.38

 As of September 2020, 369 security incidents have been registered, compared with 404 incidents from 2015 to 2018. UNICEF Security, 17 September 2020 
 Restrictive measures include school closures, quarantine, restrictions on movement and gatherings 
 Burkina Faso: Revised 2020 Humanitarian Response Plan, OCHA, August 2020

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/hrp_2020_revise-bfa-fr-web.pdf 
 Burkina Faso: Registration of internally displaced persons #09/2020 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jrvSN-te4svebExc3hlif6X-OmLF2U3p/view 
 United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 'Operational portal - Refugee Situations: Burkina Faso', 31 August 2020; https://data2.unhcr.org/en/country/bfa 
 Internally displaced people, 8 September 2020 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jrvSN-te4svebExc3hlif6X-OmLF2U3p/view 
 Figures are estimates from the child protection area of responsability 
 Ministry of national education, literacy and promotion of national languages, 10 March, 2020; https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AeW_pYMpKFOt87R0hVFGV3tYLlCMIuDe/view 
 Health Centers closed/Minimal functioning, 10 August 2020 https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NVOoHFrfFY08NfYba9PuE5-iDKfaq8_e/view 
 National Nutrition Survey, 2019; https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nU_an8p06WHxCmkWHcDk57FclAQCDxrF/view 
 Ibid. The World Health Organization (WHO) critical threshold is a global acute malnutrition rate of 15 per cent 
 Simplified approaches to SAM treatment https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OlgJB4TPnOS0JojdGmI73LhafKB5dL-F/view 
 Resilience-building strategies include solar power water points 
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Who to contact for 
further information:

Manuel Fontaine 
Director, Office of Emergency
Programmes (EMOPS)
Tel: +1 212 326 7163
Email: mfontaine@unicef.org

Carla Haddad Mardini 
Director, Public Partnership
Division (PPD)
Tel: +1 212 326 7160
Email: chaddadmardini@unicef.org

 Available funds include US$17.8 million received against the 2020 appeal and US$6.6 million carried forward from the previous year 
 The security crisis is affecting five regions (Sahel, Centre-Nord, Est, Boucle du Mouhoun and Nord), while food and nutrition crises are affecting 13 regions 
 The education response has the largest funding gap. Other resources were leveraged for the Safe School Strategy and emergency school supplies 
 Burkina Faso: Revised 2020 Humanitarian Response Plan, OCHA, August 2020

https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/hrp_2020_revise-bfa-fr-web.pdf 
 Ibid. The number of children in need represents 60 percent of the total number of people in need 
 This includes the highest coverage target for caregivers (women/pregnant and lactating women population) for infant and young child feeding counselling; the highest coverage target for access to

sanitation (adult population excluding caregivers/pregnant lactating women); and the highest coverage target of 152,819 children under the age of 5 with SAM to be admitted into therapeutic feeding
programmes, and 84 per cent (to avoid double counting) of 500,000 children aged 3 to 17 years for mental health and psychosocial support. Forty-nine per cent are women/girls and 51 per cent are
men/boys 

 This includes the highest coverage target of 152,819 children under the age of 5 with SAM to be admitted into therapeutic feeding programmes and 84 per cent (to avoid double counting) of
500,000 children aged 3 to 17 years for mental health and psychosocial support. 49 per cent are girls and 51 per cent are boys. Children with disabilities represent 0.89 per cent of the children
population (0.69 per cent girls) or 6,141 children (including 4,761 girls) https://drive.google.com/file/d/11BxIFrFI-OhIPwlR_dSi6bK2SME_v--h/view 

 Programme targets are based on the Revised 2020 Humanitarian Response Plan Burkina Faso
https://www.humanitarianresponse.info/sites/www.humanitarianresponse.info/files/documents/files/hrp_2020_revise-bfa-fr-web.pdf 

 The SAM caseload is based on the 2019 National Nutrition Survey https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VG8XP8P1V4DaH-JxXjEUwd_DgzUNSHdp/view. The food security analysis through the
Harmonized framework done in July 2020 

 Measles indicator - several actors of the health sectors have organized measles vaccination campaigns in health districts that recorded cases of measles in 2020 in the 5 priority regions, therefore
UNICEF revised its target from 270,000 to 25,000. Primary health care indicator - the demand for health care is increasing in the 5 regions affected by insecurity. UNICEF plans to strengthen
interventions at the community level, especially in areas of difficult access in order to bring care closer to the beneficiaries, and therefore has increased the target for this indicator from 375,000 to
425,000. 

 The revision of the HRP in June 2020 made it possible to update the targets of the WASH cluster, to take into consideration to the real capacities of the actors. Therefore, UNICEF increased the
target for water up to 38 percent of the cluster target. Regarding sanitation, the adjustment is based on sector gaps and will allow UNICEF to cover over 70 percent of the needs identified by the
cluster. For hygiene, UNICEF's targets will represent 46 percent of the target of the cluster. 

 The revision of the HRP in June 2020 allowed UNICEF to revise the Child Protection Area of Responsibility (CPAoR)target for children receiving psychosocial support. Out of the 390,249 children
aged 3 to 17 years targeted by the CPAoR, UNICEF subtracted the percentage of children from areas not accessible due to insecurity (5 percent) and children already covered by the response by
UNICEF and other actors. The revised target for UNICEF is 350,000 children. 

 The HNO estimates an increase of 25 per cent in 2020, compared with 2019 due to the rapid increase in the number of IDPs and closed schools. The education-in-emergencies working group’s
target is 100 per cent of the needs of accessible out-of-school children affected by the crisis (including children from host communities). UNICEF is targeting 70 per cent of the overall needs related
to access, psychosocial support and learning materials. 

 UNICEF reduced the target for NFI and instead added a new indicator on humanitarian cash transfer targeting 4,000 families in Koungoussi, Centre-Nord region. 
 UNICEF increased the indicator for communication for development in order to expand the programme to the Sahel and Est regions in addition to the Centre-Nord region, where results have

already been overachieved 
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Sandra Lattouf
Representative, Burkina Faso
Tel: +226.25 491 101 
Email: slattouf@unicef.org
 
 


