
2021 www.unicef.org/appeals/mali

Humanitarian
Action for

Children

Mali
HIGHLIGHTS

Persistent insecurity in central and northern Mali has left over 287,000 people displaced.1 In 
addition, 718,000 children aged 6 to 59 months are suffering from acute malnutrition;2 1.2 
million children require protection; and 1.4 million children need education support.3 

The humanitarian crisis in Mali has been exacerbated by the effects of climate change and 
the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, which has devastated the economy 
and exacerbated household vulnerabilities. 

In 2021, UNICEF will deliver life-saving humanitarian response; support the continuity of 
services to protect the most vulnerable children from the impacts of COVID-19; build 
children's resilience; and strengthen the linkages between humanitarian action and 
development and peacebuilding programmes.

UNICEF requests US$108.3 million to assist 2.1 million people, including 1.6 million 
children, in Mali. Thirty-seven per cent of these funds will support the COVID-19 response; 
and 19 per cent will support cash transfers for 100,000 households to address the socio-
economic impacts of COVID-19.

KEY PLANNED TARGETS

194,634
children admitted for
treatment for severe acute
malnutrition

480,853
primary caregivers
receiving infant and young
child feeding counselling

500,000
children and women
accessing health care

88,400
children accessing
educational services

Figures are provisional and subject to change upon finalization of the inter-agency planning documents.

IN NEED

6.8
million
people4

3.5
million
children5
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TO BE REACHED

2.1
million
people6

1.6
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children7
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FUNDING REQUIREMENTS

US$ 108.3
million

2017 20212017 20212017 20212017 2021

A girl who is out of school benefits from a UNICEF education intervention in the region of Sikasso.
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HUMANITARIAN SITUATION AND NEEDS
Over the past 9 years, armed groups and community violence in the central and northern 
regions of Mali have led to overlapping socio-political, economic and security crises that have 
disrupted the country's economic and social development and generated a protracted 
emergency. Following a military coup d'état in 2020, the country entered into an 18-month 
transitional government.
Mali currently ranks 184 out of 189 countries on the Human Development Index. Nearly 44 per 
cent of households in Mali live below the poverty line;9 and gender inequalities are deeply 
rooted.10 The COVID-19 pandemic and its socio-economic impacts have exacerbated these 
challenges, undermining economic growth,11 exacerbating gender-based violence risks, and 
further weakening a health system that was already struggling to cope with epidemics. In 
central and northern Mali, 45 per cent of children are not fully immunized against vaccine-
preventable diseases.12 
Persistent insecurity in the central and northern regions is giving rise to human rights 
violations, particularly grave violations against children. Children in these regions are victims of 
recruitment and use by armed groups, killing, maiming and gender-based violence. Across the 
country, 1.2 million children need protection assistance.13 
Following the COVID-19 outbreak, school closures interrupted the education of 3.8 million 
children.14 At the same time, attacks on education infrastructure and personnel in the central 
and northern regions have affected 378,000 children.15 
Between 2018 and 2020, the number of internally displaced persons in Mali more than 
doubled, increasing from nearly 110,000 to over 287,000.8 Fifty-eight per cent of displaced 
people are women and girls and 54 per cent are children.16 In the northern and central 
regions, more than 96 per cent of internally displaced persons live in areas where access to 
water is below the national average of 69 per cent.17 Mali has one of the highest mortality 
rates due to unsafe water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) in Africa.18 
The nutrition situation in the central and northern regions is also worrisome. Global acute 
malnutrition prevalence exceeds 10 per cent in a number of areas. More than 188,000 children 
under 5 years are suffering from severe acute malnutrition (SAM) across the country.19 
Humanitarian access remains a serious challenge in hard-to-reach areas and areas affected 
by seasonal flooding. Between January and July 2020, the number of people in need of 
humanitarian assistance increased by 58 per cent, from 4.3 million to 6.8 million, including 3.5 
million children and 245,000 children with disabilities.20 

SECTOR NEEDS

Nutrition
1.1 million people need nutrition
assistance21

Water, sanitation and hygiene
1.3 million people lack access to safe
water22

Child protection, GBViE and
PSEA
1.2 million children need protection
services23,24

Education
1.4 million children need access to
education25

STORY FROM THE FIELD
"When she arrived here, I was afraid Maya 
wouldn't make it," says Dr. Zoumana 
Diallo. 
Indeed, little Maya's red blood cell count 
was seven times lower than it should be, 
the result of a severe and untreated case 
of malaria.
"I was scared of losing her," remembers 
her mother, Aminata Cissé. "She didn't 
even have the energy to cry."
In Mali’s northern region of Timbuktu, food 
insecurity and childhood illnesses expose 
children to malnutrition. UNICEF is 
working to save the lives of hundreds of 
thousands of children every year in Mali 
through its nutrition interventions.

Read more about this story here

Aminata Cissé, 20, gives therapeutic milk to her daughter Maya Ag Oumar, 12 months, at the UNICEF-
supported regional hospital in Timbuktu.
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HUMANITARIAN STRATEGY
UNICEF's humanitarian action in Mali is in line with the Country 
Programme Document 2020-2024, the inter-agency Humanitarian 
Response Plan and the Core Commitments for Children in 
Humanitarian Action.
Guided by conflict and risk analysis, and lessons learned through 
previous programmes, UNICEF will focus on building peaceful, 
inclusive and resilient communities and strengthening the linkages 
between humanitarian action and development and peace 
programming. A key aspect will be community engagement, 
including encouraging the participation of women and girls; 
establishing feedback and complaint mechanisms; integrating 
gender-, youth- and disability-responsive programming; and 
applying the 'do no harm' principle.26 
In line with the national COVID-19 response plan, interventions will 
meet the needs of children and communities, especially the most 
vulnerable, to protect them against the disease, and mitigate its 
socio-economic impacts. UNICEF will focus on risk communication 
and community engagement and supporting the continuity of basic 
services. 
UNICEF will provide social protection and cash transfers to the most 
vulnerable households, including those affected by COVID-19. This 
support will facilitate financial access to goods and services that 
meet the basic needs of children, in line with the Grand Bargain 
commitments.27 
As lead of the nutrition, WASH and education clusters and the child 
protection sub-cluster, UNICEF will support the Government and 
partners to provide an integrated, coherent and coordinated 
response and strengthen conflict-sensitive, gender-responsive and 
child-centred policies and local development plans.
UNICEF will support the delivery of an integrated package of 
services using a community-based approach. The aim will be to 
address both acute and chronic malnutrition through a continuum of 
prevention and care. UNICEF will facilitate access to quality primary 
health care and immunization for children and support the continuity 
of health services in areas affected by conflict and COVID-19. 
Infection prevention and control interventions will be implemented in 
communities and facilities and crisis-affected people will gain access 
to safe water and adequate sanitation facilities. 
UNICEF and partners will undertake gender-based violence risk 
mitigation and prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse across all 
sectors. Children experiencing psychosocial distress, children 
released from armed groups, unaccompanied and separated 
children and survivors of gender-based violence will be reached with 
services. The most vulnerable children will gain access to quality 
education, with a focus on foundational learning. 
UNICEF will provide technical assistance to the Government of Mali 
to strengthen its emergency preparedness and response system at 
the national and decentralized levels.

Progress against the 2020 programme targets is available in the
humanitarian situation reports: 
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/mali/situation-reports

This appeal is aligned with the revised Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action, which
are based on global standards and norms for humanitarian action.

2021 PROGRAMME TARGETS
Nutrition

194,634 children aged 6 to 59 months with
severe acute malnutrition admitted for treatment
480,853 primary caregivers of children aged 0 to
23 months receiving infant and young child
feeding counselling
1,055,600 pregnant women receiving iron and
folic acid supplementation
1,479,732 children aged 6 to 59 months
receiving vitamin A supplementation every six
months28

Health29

81,900 children aged 6 to 59 months vaccinated
against measles
500,000 children and women accessing primary
health care in UNICEF-supported facilities

Water, sanitation and hygiene
543,800 people accessing a sufficient quantity of
safe water for drinking, cooking and personal
hygiene30

50,000 people accessing appropriately designed
and managed latrines
430,200 people reached with critical water,
sanitation and hygiene supplies (including
hygiene items) and services

Child protection, GBViE and PSEA31

162,500 children and caregivers accessing
mental health and psychosocial support
40,400 women, girls and boys accessing gender-
based violence risk mitigation, prevention or
response interventions
400 children released from armed forces and
groups reintegrated with their
families/communities or provided with adequate
care and services
1,000 unaccompanied and separated children
reunified with their primary caregiver or provided
with family-based care/alternative care services

Education
88,400 children accessing formal or non-formal
education, including early learning
150,000 children receiving individual learning
materials32

Social protection and cash transfers
60,000 households reached with humanitarian
cash transfers across sectors
40,000 households reached with cash transfers
through an existing government system where
UNICEF provided technical assistance and
funding

C4D, community engagement and AAP
800,000 people participating in engagement
actions for social and behavioural change
300,000 people who shared their concerns and
asked questions/clarifications to address their
needs through established feedback
mechanisms33

Programme targets are provisional and subject to change upon finalization of the inter-agency planning
documents.

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/mali/situation-reports


FUNDING REQUIREMENTS IN 2021
In line with the Country Programme Document 2020–2024, which focuses on strengthening the linkages between humanitarian action and 
development programmes, and the multi-year Humanitarian Response Plan, UNICEF is requesting US$108.3 million for 2020 (US$216.9 
million for 2020–2022) to meet the humanitarian needs of crisis-affected children in Mali. Without sufficient and timely funding, UNICEF will 
be unable to facilitate access to quality and critical basic social services, protect children affected by the crisis, support the national response 
to the continuing nutrition crisis and respond effectively and efficiently to the COVID-19 pandemic. The funding requirements have 
significantly increased compared with 2020 (by US$56.4 million) to enable UNICEF to respond both to the complex humanitarian emergency, 
and the COVID-19 pandemic through a combination of health, WASH and child protection interventions. In addition, the implementation of 
cash transfer activities, which represents 19 per cent of the total funding requirement, is new in 2021.

US$108.3
million

21.0%
NUTRITION

US$108.3
million

20.2%
WATER, SANITATION
AND HYGIENE

US$108.3
million

19.2%
SOCIAL

PROTECTION AND
CASH TRANSFERS

US$108.3
million

13.0%
EDUCATION

US$108.3
million

11.9%
CHILD

PROTECTION,
GBVIE AND PSEA

US$108.3
million

15%
OTHER*

*This includes costs from other sectors/interventions : Health (10.0%), C4D, community engagement
and AAP (2.7%), Emergency preparedness (2.0%).

Sector 2021 requirements
(US$)

Nutrition 22,764,211
Health 10,829,700
Water, sanitation and hygiene 21,828,960
Child protection, GBViE and
PSEA 12,896,98234

Education 14,062,879
Social protection and cash
transfers 20,807,766

C4D, community engagement
and AAP 2,948,400

Emergency preparedness 2,156,609
Total 108,295,507

Sector 2022 requirements (US$)
Nutrition 23,559,589
Health 8,995,455
Water, sanitation and hygiene 20,376,594
Child protection, GBViE and PSEA 11,683,602
Education 12,344,724
Social protection and cash transfers 26,070,660
C4D, community engagement and AAP 3,515,400
Emergency preparedness 2,156,609

Total 108,702,633

Who to contact for further information:
Sylvie Fouet
Representative, Mali
T Tel: +223 44 97 69 69
sfouet@unicef.org

Manuel Fontaine
Director, Office of Emergency Programmes (EMOPS)
T +1 212 326 7163
mfontaine@unicef.org

Carla Haddad Mardini
Director, Public Partnership Division (PPD)
T +1 212 326 7160
chaddadmardini@unicef.org
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