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relentless series of  typhoons and f looding is exacerbating the impact of  
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• To date, 1,263,233 positive COVID-19 cases and 31,938 deaths have 

been conf irmed in the region, with Indonesia (433,836 cases) and the 

Philippines (393,961 cases) being the most af fected. 

• Af ter most countries reopened schools over the past months, some 

countries are reclosing schools again as a precautionary measure af ter 

the detection of  new cases of  COVID-19. 

• An additional 2.6 million people were reached with water, sanitation and 

hygiene (WASH) supplies and services, including WASH in schools, 

during the reporting period, for a total of  over 13.3 million people 

reached since January 2020. 
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
As cases of  COVID-19 continue to increase across the region, a relentless series of  typhoons and f looding is 
exacerbating the risks of  increased disease burden, malnutrition, disruption to education and risks to protection, on top 
of  the ongoing socio-economic impact of the pandemic in the region. To date, 1,263,233 positive COVID-19 cases and 

31,938 deaths have been conf irmed in the region, with Indonesia (433,836 cases) and the Philippines (393,961 cases) 
being the most af fected. While containment measures have been eased in many countries, some countries have 
reintroduced containment measures as new community transmission of  COVID-19 is detected. Restrictions on border 

crossings and f light operations remain in ef fect throughout the region. 

On 1 November, the Philippines was hit by Typhoon Goni (Rolly), which has put 845,000 individuals in need of  
humanitarian assistance.1 Maintaining minimum public health standards for COVID-19 has been a challenge in 

evacuation centres, which are stretched beyond their capacity. Before returning to their communities, evacuees will 
need to undergo symptom screening and monitoring for COVID-19 since there are not enough resources for reverse 
transcription polymerase chain reaction (RT-PCR) testing of  all evacuees returning home. The typhoon damaged more 

than a thousand schools and impacted learning of  120,000 students, as access to teachers supporting distance learning  
is disrupted. Meanwhile, since 6 October, the central region of  Viet Nam has been hit by consecutive typhoons and 
tropical depressions, which have brought sustained heavy rains resulting in landslides and cascading f loods. Beyond 

the loss of  life, millions of  relocated people have had to cope with homes destroyed, food loss and submerged sanitation 
facilities. Water supply networks have been damaged and water sources  contaminated, putting the population, 
particularly children and women, at risk of  water-borne diseases. At least 360 schools have been f looded and have 

suf fered varying degrees of  damage to buildings, equipment and learning materials , hampering children’s ability to 
continue their learning. In Cambodia, approximately 1,000 schools were af fected by f loods, further exacerbating 

challenges faced by the education system as a result of  COVID-19. 

In other parts of  the region, af ter most countries reopened schools over the past few months, some countries are 
reclosing schools again as a precautionary measure af ter the detection of  new cases of  COVID-19. The government of  
Malaysia announced the immediate closure of  all schools in the country, citing the country’s increasing cases of  COVID-

19, disrupting the education of  around 6.7 million children for a second time this year. The full closure of  schools follows 
previous temporary localized closures in high-risk areas af fecting 1.7 million children in October. Schools in Cambodia's 
capital and the surrounding province closed for face-to-face classes for the coming two weeks as a precaution af ter a 

visiting foreign diplomat was tested positive for COVID-19. The measure will af fect around 500,000 children. In closing 
their schools both countries are joining Myanmar, which closed all schools for a second time; the Philippines, where all 
schools remain fully closed for face-to-face classes; and Indonesia, where schools are allowed to reopen for face-to-

face classes in low/moderate risk areas only. Finally, in Mongolia, due to the f irst case of  community transmission of  
COVID-19 on 11 November, the government issued the decision to close all kindergartens, schools and higher 

education institutions f rom 11-14 November. 

One of  the biggest impacts of the pandemic is children’s mental health and psycho -social well-being. Many children are 
facing increased protection risks, stress, trauma and anxiety; some children are also exposed to a higher risk of  neglect, 
sexual exploitation and abuse. Recent articles have highlighted the prevalence of  violence against children and gender-

based violence during COVID-19 in Indonesia and the Philippines. In Indonesia, the Minister of  Women’s Empowerment 
and Child Protection reported that over 50 million children have been subjected to physical and verbal abuse during the 

pandemic (representing over half  the children in the country). In the Philippines, UNFPA and the Philippine Legislators’ 
Committee on Population and Development reported increases in maternal deaths, unintended pregnancies, violence 

against women and children, and child marriage while lockdown measures have been in place.  

Meanwhile, the restoration of  nutrition services in all countries in the region has continued to gain momentum. In 

October, an additional one million children received nutrition services bringing the total number of  children with access 
to essential nutrition to 3.8 Million (97% of  target) since the start of  the COVID-19 pandemic. Furthermore, many 
governments have begun preparing for a potential COVID-19 vaccine. UNICEF has been supporting preparedness 

ef forts for COVID-19 vaccine introduction through strategy development, demand generation, targeting and real-time 

implementation monitoring, supply chain support and capacity development of  health workers.  

Humanitarian Strategy 
The UNICEF East Asia and Pacif ic Regional Response Strategy focuses both on addressing immediate needs, including 
enhancing preventive and preparedness measures to contain, mitigate and respond to the health and socio -economic 
impacts as well as on medium to longer term interventions through sectoral responses. The response strategy’s f irst 

strategic priority is the public health response to reduce novel coronavirus transmission and mortality. This includes 
ensuring that children, their caregivers and the general population receive targeted and accurate lifesaving information 
on COVID-19 and how they can protect themselves; improving infection prevention and control (IPC) and providing 

critical medical and WASH supplies; and ensuring access to adequate WASH services. The second strategic priority 
focuses on addressing the socio-economic impact of  the COVID-19 crisis, including supporting the continuity of  health, 

nutrition, education, social protection and child protection including gender-based violence services.  

 
1 https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PHL-TyphoonGoni-HumanitarianNeedsPriorities-201109.pdf  

https://theaseanpost.com/article/protecting-indonesias-children
https://interaksyon.philstar.com/trends-spotlights/2020/10/28/179410/campaign-vs-gender-based-violence-launched-as-abuses-rise-amid-pandemic/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/PHL-TyphoonGoni-HumanitarianNeedsPriorities-201109.pdf
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In addition, the East Asia and Pacif ic Regional Of f ice is enhancing knowledge management within the region and 
contributing lessons learned globally. While documentation of  good practices is ongoing, sectoral and issue -based 

learning sessions are being organized together with country of f ices and external partners to exchange lessons, highlight 

issues and explore innovative ways of  working in the current COVID-19 pandemic crisis.  

Partnerships and Coordination 
At the regional and country levels, UNICEF is coordinating ef forts to reduce transmission and mitigate the impacts of  
COVID-19 with national authorities, UN and partners, including WHO, IFRC, national Centres for Diseases Control, 
NGOs, community-based organisations, and the private sector. To assess the socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 on 

children and women, UNICEF is coordinating with multiple agencies at the regional and national level. With the support 
of  UNICEF’s East Asia and Pacif ic Regional Of f ice, Country Of f ices developed a regional response plan aligned with 
the WHO COVID-19 Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan, the UN Global Humanitarian Response Plan as well 

as the UN Framework for the Immediate Socio-economic response to COVID-19. UNICEF is actively contributing to the 

joint UN socio-economic assessment for COVID-19 as part of  the joint UN Task Force. 

Summary of UNICEF’s Response Actions in the Region: 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) 
UNICEF’s risk communication and community engagement focuses on how to prevent transmission of  the virus and 
particularly how to protect children, pregnant women and other vulnerable groups. Particular attention is given to reach 
urban populations, including slum dwellers, and other vulnerable populations such as migrants, people living in remote 

areas and the poor, where the risk of  transmission is particularly  high. In the region, UNICEF continues providing 
public information through social media and traditional media to over 793 million people since the beginning of  the 
crisis, targeted audio-visual messages have also been produced and disseminated to reach children and people with 

disabilities.  

• In Thailand, the second version of  a children’s colouring book designed and inspired by I Am UNICEF volunteers,  
is now being developed. The book, which includes more activities such as quizzes this time around, aims  to facilitate 

family time in a creative and constructive way while providing children with information on how to keep themselves 
safe f rom COVID-19. Community volunteers will distribute physical copies of  the colouring book  which is also 
accessible online. 

• In Lao PDR, during the reporting period, UNICEF posted 96 COVID-19 related messages on Facebook, Instagram 
and Twitter. These messages generated 3,106,141 impressions and reached 1,795,911 people. Likewise, users 
were engaged 120,266 times, while videos were viewed 1,094,007 t imes. 

• In the Philippines, UNICEF has reached 55.8 million users on Facebook with important COVID -19 messages; 
almost 500,000 impressions and 6,700 engagement actions per post about COVID -19. The UNICEF Philippines 
website has also had over 95,000 unique page views. UNICEF has actively used mass media to deliver key 
messages about its pandemic response in the Philippines and assistance to the government such 

as promoting the conduct of  mass vaccination during the pandemic; importance of  handwashing; continuity of  
learning; partnership for f inancial technology to help families in the pandemic; and the partnership to 
support the COVID-19 response in BARMM, among others.  

• In Papua New Guinea, UNICEF supported 1,518 TV and radio insertions on COVID-19, reaching an estimated f ive 
million people. 

• In Solomon Islands, the “Guidance for COVID-19 Prevention and Control in Schools” was adapted for the national 

context, and 8,000 copies were printed and disseminated to all 1,217 schools nationwide (440 pre-primary, 553 
primary, 224 secondary) in advance of  school re-opening, benef iting a total of  151,272 children (71,257 girls and 

80,015 boys). 

Critical Supply and Logistics and WASH services 
UNICEF supports f rontline health workers and service providers to have capacity to manage IPC and to have access to 

IPC equipment in critical facilities. It also looks at children and their families having access to safe and af fordable water 
and WASH, including handwashing with soap and essential personal hygiene practices and menstrual supplies for 
women and girls. While UNICEF provided personal protective equipment (PPE) for an additional 21,643 health 

workers during the reporting period across the region, reaching 414,523 health workers since the beginning of  the 
crisis, an additional 2.6 million people were reached with WASH supplies and services for a total of over 13.3 
million people being reached since January. As in many countries in the East Asia and Pacif ic region, PPE and other 

health supplies cannot or can no longer be sourced locally  and UNICEF’s support is critical to f ill supply gaps.  
 
PPE and Health Supplies  

• In Papua New Guinea, UNICEF provided 486,000 masks and 2,051 inf rared thermometers to schools in high-risk 
provinces.  

• In Timor-Leste, UNICEF provided PPE (hand sanitizer and masks) to the Ministry of  Social Solidarity and Inclusion 

to support the COVID-19 cash transfer payments. 

 
 

https://iam.unicef.or.th/opportunities/sGwFsLBvex
https://businessmirror.com.ph/2020/10/26/unicef-calls-for-solidarity-as-phl-prepares-for-vaccination-drive-vs-measles-polio/
https://lifestyle.inquirer.net/174730/unilever-global-handwashing-day/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/10/08/campus-press/unicef-urges-equity-at-core-of-education-interventions/777852/
https://www.manilatimes.net/2020/10/08/campus-press/unicef-urges-equity-at-core-of-education-interventions/777852/
https://business.inquirer.net/309482/5-fintech-startups-to-get-funding-from-ing-unicef-program
https://mb.com.ph/2020/10/14/uk-barmm-and-unicef-forge-unity-to-fight-covid-19/
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WASH Supplies and Services 

• In Malaysia, as of  10 November 73,500 people (children and their families) f rom undocumented communities in 

Sabah, detainees in Immigration Detention Centre, and refugee schools in Klang valley, and low-cost f lats in Kuala 
Lumpur have received essential hygiene kits and health education sessions. To date, 277,000 face masks, 43,334 
soaps, 2,200 hand sanitizers (500ml), 268 contactless thermometers, and 500 clothes have been distributed across 

the country and 60 handwashing stations installed at alternative learning centres in Sabah. 

• In Solomon Islands, through the support of  the Government of  Japan, six healthcare facilities & 27 schools in the 
Western Province were supported with 5,000 litre water storage tanks and hand washing kits (soap, handwashing  
bucket & collapsible water container).  

• In Fiji, distribution of  soap has started in 51 schools in the Western and Eastern Divisions. A total of  more than 
33,000 bars of  soaps will be distributed to 913 schools across Fiji that will benef it 107,818 students. In addition, 
16,640 bars of  soap will be distributed to 25 health of fices for distribution to their respective health care facilities. 

Construction of  ablution blocks with handwashing stations has commenced in 9 schools that will benef it 2,549 
students and 125 teachers. 

• In Timor-Leste, to date UNCIEF has provided 189 public handwashing tanks, 17 school hand washing tanks, 

13,532 portable handwashing devices, 140 jerry cans, 250 liquid soap bottles, improvements of  6 public toilets, 
installation of  eight temporary toilets, IPC packages for 11 community health centres, improvement of  WASH 
facilities in 10 critical border facilities have benef itted an approximate total of  670,000 people, including 576,920 

under 18 years old (294,730 boys and 282,190 girls) and 93,080 are over 18 years old (47,471 male and 45,609 
female) in schools, pre-schools, health faculties, points of  entry, quarantine and isolation centres. 

• In Viet Nam, 248,400 soaps, donated by Colgate, were delivered to social protection centres and schools, 

benef itting more than 1.8 million people in the Mekong River Delta. 

Supplies and Logistics Challenges 
Where PPE supplies are available on local markets, quality certif ication according to international standards is 
sometimes challenging. Regional export restrictions of  PPE and WASH supplies as well as border closures and regular 

f light operation have made it signif icantly more dif f icult to source such supplies regionally and ensure their transportation 
into af fected countries. Furthermore, due to the closure of  regular f light operations and border closure the options of  

using chartered f light has heavily increased the operation cost.  

Provision of Healthcare and Nutrition Services 
UNICEF, in close coordination with partners and health authorities, is supporting countries’ health systems in the region 
to respond to and prepare for COVID-19 outbreaks. UNICEF has strengthened health system capacities by supporting 
the training of an additional 4,390 health workers during the reporting period, having so far reached over 580,663 

health workers in total on the detection, management and referral of  suspected COVID-19 cases while at the same 
time supporting the continued provision of  adequate health care, including nutritional services, for children, pregnant 
women and vulnerable communities. So far, over 25 million people have been reached with nutrition messages  

and over 5 million children have been provided with access to essential nutrition services. The focus in the 
region is now on re-establishing the delivery of routine nutrition services.  

 
• In Cambodia, during this reporting period, a total number of  349 health promotion and education sessions on 

COVID-19 prevention were conducted at the community level in f ive north-eastern provinces, reaching  

approximately 8,205 villagers. Of  these sessions, 209 have been delivered through integrated outreach for 
immunization, reaching approximately 4,866 villagers.  

• In DPRK, provision of  both preventive and curative healthcare and nutrition services continue to be delivered to 

targeted populations. 

• In Mongolia, with UNICEF support, primary healthcare workers provided counselling service on infant and young 
child feeding to 46,188 children including 23,290 boys and 22,898 girls in f ive provinces and six districts of  

Ulaanbaatar in October 2020. Screening for detection of  children with acute malnutrition is ongoing. In total, 30,838 
children were screened so far since last September; 782 children were detected with severe acute malnutrition and 
admitted for the life-saving treatment in Ulaanbaatar 's six districts and Gobi-Altai, Zavkhan, Bayankhongor, and 

Khuvsgul provinces. COVID-19 nutrition service booklets and additional communication materials for children and 
parents are being developed in cooperation with the National Centre for Public Health.  

• In Myanmar, UNICEF’s Rakhine nutrition partners Action Contre La Faim (ACF), Myanmar Health Assistant 
Association (MHAA) and Save the Children have resumed COVID-19 sensitive essential nutrition services, ensuring  

COVID-19 infection preventive and control measures are in place in central Rakhine townships. In October, the 
partners provided nutrition services to 6,717 children 6-59 months (3,295 boys and 3,422 girls) and 455 pregnant 
and lactating women. Community group nutrition activities are still suspended due to COVID -19. 

• In Papua New Guinea, UNICEF supported 21,000 children aged 6-59 months in seven provinces with multiple 
micronutrient powders to improve the nutritional value of  their diet as part of  COVID -19 nutrition support. 

• In Viet Nam, within 27 UNICEF project communes of  three provinces, the messages on prevention of  the COVID-

19 become a part of  a comprehensive  package of  the integrated early childhood development (IECD) programmes 
which are deliver to villagers in general, and the parents of  children f rom 0-8 year olds via dif ferent community 
platforms in which the community-based IECD club performances are using dif ferent types of   face-to-face 

communication to reach the parents, while the local radio broadcasting sent messages to all villagers on a weekly  
basis. 
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• In Indonesia, UNICEF and partners supported the Ministry of  Health to develop  technical guidelines on safe 
organization and delivery of  hospital services during COVID-19, which have been disseminated to all 917 referral 

hospitals in the country. 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and Social Protection Services 
UNICEF Country Of f ices are including protection and nutrition considerations in the back to school campaigns , including 

WASH supplies and campaigns. In countries that are opting for distance learning, or have had to reclose schools due 
to increased COVID-19 transmission, UNICEF is supporting continuity of learning ef forts as well as aiding governments’ 
decision making through awareness raising on the benef its of  school returns for children’s learning, wellbeing and 

protection. 

While several signif icant regional child protection issues have emerged and protection services has been disrupted over 
the past few months, UNICEF continues to work with governments and partners to ensure continuity of  critical child 

protection services including case management. Furthermore, UNICEF is working with partners to ensure that children 
at risk of  family separation and children and women at increased risk of  violence, sexual and gender-based violence, 
exploitation, abuse and neglect, due to COVID-19, are protected through social and protection services in humanitarian 

and development contexts. Increasing, attention is also given to the heightened risk children and women face of  
experiencing violence in the home during the COVID-19 epidemic. To re-enforce the rights of  children and women, 
UNICEF East Asia and Pacif ic Regional Of f ice supported the Association of  South East Nation (ASEAN) to issue a 

statement on mitigating the impacts of  COVID-19 on vulnerable groups during the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Social 
Welfare and Development (AMMSWD). The statement highlights not only the need to reach vulnerable groups of  
children, but also the role of  social protection and social workers. This is particularly timely given the new World Bank 

report projecting regional growth to slow sharply in 2020, to 0.5 per cent, the lowest rate since 1967.   

By supporting social protection responses by governments in the region, UNICEF helps to ensure that vulnerable 
children and their families impacted by COVID-19 have f inancial access to goods and services essential to meet their 

basic needs. To date, UNICEF’s support to social protection services has resulted in 17.8 million households having 

been reached with cash assistance.  

Education 

• In Malaysia, UNICEF strengthened teacher capacity through a Massive Open Online Course (MOOC)/Teacher 
Digital Learning Community via the Ministry of  Education (MOE) Google Classroom platform with MOE and ARUS 
to maintain continuity of  student learning on the MOE digital learning platform. Content has been accessed by 3,054 
teachers f rom 1,819 schools and includes a resource bank of  over 1,000 resources curated f rom teachers who have 

accessed the MOOC. 

• In Myanmar, 4,000 inf rared thermometers were distributed to the Department of  Social Welfare (DSW) to be used 
in screening for fever when pre-schools resume. Another 500 thermometers were distributed to Department of  

Alternative Education for distribution to non-formal education centres. 

• In Indonesia, to address safe return to school and potential COVID-related concerns regarding out-of -school 
children (OOSC), UNICEF is supporting the government with ‘Back-to-Learning Campaigns’, such as  implementing 

a nationwide post-COVID monitoring of  school enrolment to identify children who have dropped out or are at risk of  
dropping out, covering 415 districts with a focus on disadvantaged families with school -age children in rural, remote 
areas. To date, capacity building activities in 415 districts have taken place, followed by data collection in selected 

villages, which will produce prof iles on OOSC/children at-risk of  dropping due to the pandemic. 

Child Protection  

• In Cambodia, during the reporting period, 107 children (23 boys and 84 girls) and 10,282 adults (4,569 male and 
5,713 female) were reached with supportive messages on MHPSS through the online platform of  partner NGO 
Transcultural Psychosocial Organisation (TPO). Four children (two boys and two girls) and 44 adults (19 male and 
25 female) received direct MHPSS services, including phone and online counselling services, and face-to-face 

psychiatric treatment.   

• In the Philippines, UNICEF continues to support the nationwide helpline of  the Philippine Red Cross. As of  4 
November, 14,618 helpline callers (8,082 male, 6,536 female) were provided with lifesaving information on mental 

health and case management concerns, among others. UNICEF also held its annual conference on child protection 
(“I am for the child”) online, reaching over 9,000 child protection stakeholders with sessions on dif ferent topics, 
including on delivering child protection services in the context of  COVID -19. 

• In Indonesia, during the reporting period, UNICEF and partners reached 282,915 individuals (14,916 children 
including 2,609 girls) through MHPSS activities, reaching a total of  1,439,310 people (409,568 children) since the 
beginning of  the pandemic. UNICEF continues to provide support for the 290 Rohingya refugees (including 149 

children) who were able to successfully disembark in Aceh Province af ter months stranded at sea, including 
providing technical support for district level coordination and a ps ychologist to deliver mental health and 
psychosocial support to the refugees. Highlighting the ongoing dif f icultly of providing child protection services during 

COVID-19, an infection in the camp temporarily halted service provision for two weeks.   

• In Papua New Guinea, UNICEF launched a behaviour change campaign to raise awareness on violence against 
children and address stigma and discrimination related to COVID-19. The campaign includes public service 
announcements (Stand Up, Speak Up and Safe Spaces) featuring rugby stars and youth advocates, and including 

children with disabilities, as well as a song, Children of  Today. 

https://covid19.go.id/edukasi/masyarakat-umum/panduan-teknis-pelayanan-rumah-sakit-pada-masa-adaptasi-kebiasaan-baru
https://sites.google.com/moe-dl.edu.my/ldp-digital-learning/home
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Social Protection 

• In Indonesia, UNICEF continues to support the government in developing guidelines for increasing coverage and 
benef its of  unconditional cash transfers for a poverty-focused child grant programme during COVID-19. Specif ically, 
UNICEF advocates the expansion of  vulnerability criteria by including girls,  female-headed households, elderly 

women, and pregnant women. From June 2020, the Ministry of  Villages updated its monthly report on cash 
disbursement benef iciaries based on gender of  the family head.  

• In Myanmar, with technical support of  UNICEF, the government has expanded the existing Maternal and Child 
Cash Transfers (MCCT) and Social Pension programme to mitigate the socio -economic impacts of  COVID-19 for 

271,470 pregnant women to date. 

Cross-cutting areas: Adolescent and Youth engagement, Disability, Gender  

• In Lao PDR, f ive episodes of  the new early childhood development TV series ‘My House’ has been broadcast across 

dif ferent TV channels and shared online, under the leadership of  the Ministry of  Education and Sports  (MoES) and 
the Ministry of  Information, Culture and Tourism (MICT). The series is produced as part of  UNICEF’s support to 
continuity of  learning and to share COVID-19 prevention measures, such as handwashing with soap among young 

children and their families. Storybooks based on the series will also be produced.  

• In Mongolia, over 600 adolescents f rom 20 schools in nine provinces were trained as peer trainers in hygiene by 
the Scouts Association of  Mongolia and UNICEF. The trained peer trainers will establish Hygiene Clubs at their 

schools. Trainings in two districts of  Ulaanbaatar will take place on 19-20 and 24-25 November. 

• In the Philippines, UNICEF continues to support the wellbeing and empowerment of  caregivers and families of  
children with disabilities in responding to the challenges of  the pandemic through its webinar series ’Caring for the 
Caregivers.’ The latest session was held on 29 October and focused on ’Experiences of  Siblings of  Children with 

Disabilities during COVID-19 and other Emergencies.` The webinar has reached at least 9,285 users on Facebook, 
generating 478 engagements (UNICEF website only). The last two sessions are scheduled for 19 November 

and 3 December, in time for the International Day of  Persons with Disabilities. 

Data Collection, Analysis and Research 
UNICEF generates data analyses and evidence on consequences and impacts of  the pandemic to social services to 
advocate and inform social protection services and the wider response to the COVID-19 crisis. UNICEF in are working 

with partners on the secondary impact assessment.  

• In China, a paper titled A study of  breastfeeding practices, SARS-CoV-2 and its antibodies in the breast milk of  
mothers conf irmed with COVID-19 has been published by the Lancet Regional Health. The paper is based on data 

f rom an ongoing multi-centre longitudinal study being carried out in Wuhan City, Hubei Province.  

• In Cambodia, a COVID-19 Knowledge, Attitudes and Practices online survey was conducted with 774 respondents. 
An interactive dashboard has been set up to support further analysis. The f inal report, in English and Khmer, is 

being discriminated in order to provide valuable information for ongoing RCCE interventions. 

• In Lao PDR, the f inal report of  the UNICEF and UNFPA commissioned rapid assessment and the social and 
economic impact of  COVID-19 on children, adolescents and women is available, with translation in Lao, and is 
awaiting the high-level launch by the Vice Minister of  Planning and Investment in November 2020. The report has 

been used for the development of  the UN Country Framework, Common Country Assessment and UNICEF Country 
Programme Development discussions. 

• In Viet Nam, three assessments and analysis including: i) Rapid assessment on socio -economic impacts of COVID-

19 on children and their families; ii) Social impact analysis of  the COVID-19 by all UN agencies led by UNICEF; and 
iii) Rapid assessment on social assistance were completed and disseminated to policy makers with the aim to make 
strategic socio-economic planning in Viet Nam for 2021-30 more inclusive, child f riendly and shock-responsive. 

• In Thailand, UNICEF worked with Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI) to develop a policy brief  on 
COVID-19 response together with UNDP, based on the socio -economic impact assessments. The policy brief  was 
submitted to the Centre for Economic Situation Administration, advising the Prime Minister as a key evidence to 

guide equity-focused socio-economic response to the impacts of  COVID-19. 

Funding 
UNICEF revised its Global HAC for the COVID-19 response in July 2020 and is now seeking US$1.9 billion globally. As 
part of  that appeal, the East Asia and Pacific regional response plan is US$162 million. So far, a total of US$106.5 
million has been received for the region f rom dif ferent donors, including the Governments of  Japan, the United States 

of  America, the Republic of  Korea, the United Kingdom, Canada, Ireland, Denmark, Sweden, Netherlands, Australia, 
New Zealand, the European Commission, China, the Asian Development Bank, the World Bank, CERF, WHO, UNDP, 
UNFPA, the Global Partnership for Education, GAVI, the Solidarity Fund, Global Fund COVID-19 Response Mechanism 

(C-19 RM), several private donors and UNICEF committees in Australia, Denmark, China, Germany, Indonesia, Japan, 
Malaysia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Philippines, Sweden, Thailand, UK and USA. UNICEF is currently in discussion 
with several public and private donors to raise funding for the US$55.5 million shortfall for the East Asia and Pacific 

regional response. UNICEF acknowledges the generous contribution of  donors including private sectors supporting this 
joint ef fort to respond and mitigate the impacts of  the COVID-19 pandemic in the East Asia and Pacif ic region. Please 

refer to Annex B for more detailed information on funding per functional area and country.  

https://www.facebook.com/unicefphilippines/videos/vl.2740201896238714/389135769119790/
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2020.100045
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lanwpc.2020.100045
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Internal and External Media 
• AKIpress, Mongolia goes on f ive-day nationwide lockdown, 12 Nov 2020  

• Bangkok Post, Gender equality: a key lever for Thailand’s post-pandemic recovery, 11 Nov 2020  

• Malaysiakini, More school dropouts since start of  Covid-19 pandemic - minister, 11 Nov 2020 

• The Diplomat, COVID-19 Leaves Millions of  Girls at Risk of  School Dropout in Asia-Pacif ic, 5 Nov 2020 

• Associated Press, UN summit in December to push action on COVID-19 pandemic, 5 Nov 2020 

• The ASEAN Post, More School Dropouts In A Pandemic?, 3 Nov 2020 

• VOA, Survivors of  Super Typhoon Goni Face Humanitarian Crisis, 3 Nov 2020 

• The Daily Sun, Children’s mental health matters, 2 Nov 2020 

• Radio Free Asia, Death Toll Climbs in Vietnam, Laos Heavily Flooded Following Major Storm, 30 Oct 2020 

• Reuters, Keeping girls in school seen worth billions to developing nations, 27 Oct 2020 

• UNICEF, Reimagine Maternal and Child Nutrition in a post-COVID-19 World, 21 Oct 2020 

• The Guardian, Vietnam is f ighting Covid without pitting economic growth against public health, 20 Oct 2020 

• UN News, One in six children living in extreme poverty, with f igure set to rise during pandemic , 20 Oct 2020 

• UNICEF, Gender Counts now more than ever, 20 Oct 2020 

Next Situation Report: 11 December 2020 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Karin Hulshof 

Regional Director  

East Asia and Pacific Regional 

Office 

Tel:  +66 2 356 9401 

Email: khulshof@unicef.org 

Marc Rubin 

Regional Advisor, Emergency 

East Asia and Pacific Regional 

Office 

Tel:  +66 2 356 9277 

Email:  mrubin@unicef.org 

Andreas Wuestenberg 

Emergency Specialist 

East Asia and Pacific Regional 

Office 

Tel:  +66 (0) 23569235 

Email: awuestenberg@unicef.org 

https://akipress.com/news:650830:Mongolia_goes_on_five-day_nationwide_lockdown/
https://www.bangkokpost.com/business/2017911/gender-equality-a-key-lever-for-thailands-post-pandemic-recovery
https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/550489
https://thediplomat.com/2020/11/covid-19-leaves-millions-of-girls-at-risk-of-school-dropout-in-asia-pacific/
https://apnews.com/article/virus-outbreak-pandemics-global-trade-armenia-health-0cc0bcf7234f63a5910a5624c0a92e3e
https://theaseanpost.com/article/more-school-dropouts-pandemic
https://www.voanews.com/east-asia-pacific/survivors-super-typhoon-goni-face-humanitarian-crisis
https://www.thesundaily.my/local/children-s-mental-health-matters-IA4929903
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/flooded-10302020164009.html
https://news.trust.org/item/20201026230711-yeucw/
https://www.unicef.org/eap/stories/reimagine-maternal-and-child-nutrition
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/oct/20/vietnam-covid-economic-growth-public-health-coronavirus
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/10/1075722
https://www.unicef.org/eap/stories/gender-counts-now-more-ever
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Annex A: Summary of Selected Programme Results 
 

Areas of Response 2020 target 
Total UNICEF 

Results 
Increase from 

last SitRep 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement       

Number of  people reached on COVID-19 through 
messaging on prevention and access to services* 

630,999,412 793,922,733                  -    

Number of  children reached with targeted messages and 

information on COVID-19 on personal hygiene and 
improved sanitary practices (specif ic to schools and early 
childhood development centres (ECD) centres) 

300,651,407 109,190,069 ▲ 210,584 

Critical Supply and Logistics and WASH services       

Number of  healthcare facilities staf f and community health 

workers provided with Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) 

283,493 414,523 ▲ 21,643 

Number of  people reached with critical WASH supplies 
(including hygiene items) and services 

12,196,701 13,362,387 ▲ 2,686,845 

Provision of Healthcare and Nutrition Services       

Number of  health facilities staf f and community health 

workers trained in detection, referral and management of  
suspected and conf irmed COVID-19 cases 

534,808 580,663 ▲ 4,390 

Number of  healthcare facility staf f and community health 
workers trained in Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

553,198 469,991 ▲ 3,431 

Number of  women and children that have continued 
access to obstetric, neo- and postnatal and child health 
care including immunization services 

8,117,800 5,251,534                  -    

Number of  people reached with nutrition messages in the 
context of  COVID-19 

17,886,412 25,306,984 ▲ 1,196,172 

Number children that have access to essential nutrition 
services during the COVID-19 pandemic period 

4,813,046 5,127,716 ▲ 375,985 

Access to Continuous Education and Child Protection 

Services 
      

Number of  children supported with distance/home-based 
learning 

80,720,967 70,843,125 ▲ 
      

227,254  

Number of  children without parental or family care 
provided with appropriate alternative care arrangements 

283,022 518,626 ▲ 
  

153,925.00  

Number of  children, parents and primary caregivers 

provided with mental health and psychosocial support** 
56,394,644 58,880,088 ▲ 296,031 

Number of  households (af fected by COVID-19) receiving 
humanitarian multi-sector cash grant for basic needs 

22,548,093 17,851,714 ▲ 271,320 

 *As the same person might be reached through several channels more than once, targets and results have factored the possibility 
of double counting. 

** The activity includes all direct and indirect MHPSS interventions ranging from individual and group counselling to large scale 
MHPSS messaging.   
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Annex B: Funding Status 
 

Sector 
2020 

Requirements 
2020 Funds 
Received 

2020 Funding Gap 2021 Funds 
Received $ % 

Risk 
Communication 

 $         22,916,656   $         15,847,298   $           7,069,358  31%  $                          -    

Supplies and 
WASH Services 

 $         55,316,922   $         38,000,007   $         17,316,915  31%  $           3,189,867  

Health and 
Nutrition Services 

 $         34,014,727   $         25,996,425   $           8,018,302  24%  $                          -    

Continuation of 
Education, Child 
Protection and 
Social Protection 

 $         40,090,945   $         21,388,531   $         18,702,414  47%  $         18,274,531  

Data Collection 
and Analysis 

 $           7,055,011   $           3,682,220   $           3,372,791  48%  $                          -    

Regional 
Coordination and 
Support 

 $           2,600,000   $           1,613,886   $              986,114  38%  $                          -    

Total  $       161,994,261   $       106,528,367   $         55,465,894  34%  $         21,464,398  

 

Country 
2020 

Requirements 

2020 Funding Available 2020 Funding Gap 
2021 Funds 
Received Newly 

Received 
Reprogrammed $ % 

Cambodia  $      7,000,000   $      5,074,108   $            21,500   $      1,904,392  27%  $                     -    

China  $      7,176,600   $      3,701,493   $                     -     $      3,475,107  48%  $                     -    

DPRK  $      4,658,362   $      2,138,738   $                     -     $      2,519,624  54%  $                     -    

Indonesia  $    26,377,728   $    17,138,136   $                     -     $      9,239,592  35%  $                     -    

Lao DPR  $    10,461,610   $      7,791,874   $                     -     $      2,669,736  26%  $      3,209,531  

Malaysia  $      2,484,000   $      1,013,142   $          150,000   $      1,320,858  53%  $                     -    

Mongolia  $      8,000,000   $      2,701,649   $          100,000   $      5,198,351  65%  $                     -    

Myanmar  $    24,482,374   $    13,239,991   $          177,000   $    11,065,383  45%  $      5,270,000  

Pacific  $    19,749,680   $    18,859,362   $          235,000   $         655,318  3%  $      4,250,000  

Papua New 
Guinea 

 $    12,000,000   $    11,334,077   $          719,000   $          -53,077 0%  $      7,129,867  

Philippines  $    18,215,685   $      5,125,610   $       3,318,415   $      9,771,660  54%  $                     -    

Timor-Leste  $      8,200,000   $      6,731,859   $          546,925   $         921,216  11%  $      1,605,000  

Thailand  $      3,476,780   $      1,809,546   $                     -     $      1,667,234  48%  $                     -    

Viet Nam  $      7,111,442   $      2,987,055   $                     -     $      4,124,387  58%  $                     -    

Regional Office  $      2,600,000   $      1,613,886   $                     -     $         986,114  38%  $                     -    

Total  $  161,994,261   $  101,260,526   $       5,267,840   $    55,465,895  34%  $    21,464,398  

 * Funds available for 2020 and 2021 are part of multi-year contributions. 

 

 

 


