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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

 

According to the latest reported figures as of 31st 

October 2020, Ghana has the second highest number 

of coronavirus cases in West and Central Africa region, 

with the sixth highest number of cases across the WHO 

Africa Region, behind Kenya, Algeria, Nigeria, Ethiopia 

and South Africa. The number of people confirmed to 

have contracted the coronavirus in Ghana was 48,055. 

 
 
 

The Government of Ghana continued to ease COVID-19 restrictions in October 

by removing the limitations on the number of participants at workshops and 

conferences and by lifting the ban on football activities across the country. In 

his 18th address to the nation on COVID-19 on 18th October, the President of 

the Republic of Ghana, His Excellency Nana Akufo-Addo confirmed that the 

academic year for new and continuing students in pre-tertiary institutions would 

commence in January 2021.     

 

International events such as Global Handwashing Day and Cyber Security 

Awareness month were marked during the reporting period, with a focus on 

the consequences of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Ministry of Health and 

Ghana Health Service continued the campaign to immunize children against 

polio, with support from UNICEF and partners.  

 
 
 
 

Situation in Numbers    
(as of 31st October 2020) 

 
48,055 confirmed 

COVID19 cases 

320 deaths 

566 active cases 

 

Approximately 8.2 million 

children affected by 

COVID19 school closures 

 

$US 5.8 million funding 

required 
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The map of Ghana identifying the 
concentration of confirmed cases of 
the COVID19 disease 
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UNICEF’s COVID-19 response in Ghana 
 

In support of the Government of Ghana’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic, UNICEF has been 

coordinating with the United Nations Country Team, Development Partners, international non-governmental 

organizations (INGOs) and national civil society organizations (CSOs), to protect children and their families 

from exposure to the virus, minimize mortality and support the continuity of services across social sectors.  

 

Health  

 

Since 23rd September, UNICEF, in collaboration 

with other members of the Global Polio Eradication 

Initiative (GPEI), supported the government to 

conduct two rounds of mOPV2 campaigns in eight 

regions of Ghana. UNICEF led social mobilisation 

and vaccine management throughout the 

campaigns, which were conducted in accordance 

to COVID-19 protocols. UNICEF also provided 

face masks and hand sanitizers to protect 

volunteers, health workers, children and care 

givers from contracting COVID-19.  

 
UNICEF Staff at the Afram River bank with a Ghana Health 

Service official, about to cross to reach children in 

communities with polio vaccines. 

©UNICEF/630012/ANNANKRA 

 

 

 

 

More than four million children under the age of 

five years have been vaccinated against the 

Poliovirus type 2 (cVDPV2) during the two rounds 

of campaigns. Also within this period, UNICEF 

provided technical support to the Ghana Health 

Service for a three-day conference on quality of 

care, focusing on patient and health worker safety.  

 

UNICEF also reviewed the National Standard 

Treatment Guidelines on pneumonia management 

for children as part of Strengthening Pneumonia 

Response Innovations (SPRINT).  

 

Nutrition 

 

To ensure the continuity of essential nutrition 

services in the COVID-19 context and address the 

low (28%) vitamin A coverage, UNICEF, WHO and 

other partners supported the Ghana Health 

Service to integrate the delivery of Vitamin A 

supplements in the mOPV2 campaign. The 

campaign targeted children aged 6-59 months in 

eight regions with Vitamin A.  

To support the Greater Accra region, one of the 

areas most greatly affected by the COVID-19 

pandemic, UNICEF handed over essential 

nutrition supplies to the Government of Ghana. 

The supplies included anthropometric equipment 

UNICEF staff help to mark finger of a three-year-old after 
receiving polio vaccine. ©UNICEF/UN7229355/MILLS 

Three- year old Ada in Wa municipal receives Vitamin A 
supplement as part of the second round of the mOPV2 
campaign. ©UNICEF/UN329100/MILLS 
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and therapeutic foods for early detection and 

treatment of children with severe acute 

malnutrition.    

 

 

In addition, 69 health and nutrition service 

providers from 16 districts in the Greater Accra 

Region were trained on continuity essential health 

and  nutrition services effective management 

of  severely malnourished children, and support to 

mothers, fathers and caregivers to optimally feed 

their infants and young children.  

 

Water Sanitation and Hygiene 

  

UNICEF joined the Ministry of Sanitation and 

Water Resources in marking Global Hand 

Washing Day. On this occasion, UNICEF partners 

organised community engagement activities 

including handwashing and tippy-taps 

demonstrations and radio discussions. With 

funding support from the MPTF and FCDO of the 

UK, UNICEF handed over Veronica buckets and 

other supplies to equip schools in the Greater 

Accra region.  

 

 

 

 

Education 

 

20,0000 people in 130 communities were reached 

with communication on COVID-19 preventative 

measures, including hand hygiene. This was done 

through an adjustment of the on-going Community-

Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) programming to 

include broader COVID-19 protocols and risk 

communication.  

 

UNICEF continued to support the Ministry of 

Education and Ghana Education Service (GES) 

with the country’s first intensive, comprehensive 

radio distance learning programme.  Recordings 

of all 350 scripts have been completed and are 

currently being edited for broadcasting. To 

complement the radio lessons, worksheets have 

been designed, reviewed and finalized for use by 

learners with caregivers support. 

 

 
Presenter reading script as part of preparations of radio 

learning programme. © Kingsley Obeng-Kyreh-2020 

Ghana Health Service receives some of the nutrition supplies, 
including therapeutic foods for early detection and treatment of 

severe acute malnutrition. ©UNICEF/UN612300/PAPPOE 

Children from the Nii Kojo Ababio school in Accra 
demonstrate handwashing. 
©UNICEF/UN320091/ANNANKRA 

UNICEF handed over Veronica buckets and other supplies to 

H.E. the Minister of Sanitation and Water Resources, for 

distribution to schools in the Greater Accra region. 

©UNICEF/UN66192/ANNANKRA 

 

 

on supplies, including therapeutic foods for early detection and 
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To complement the distance learning programmes 

and to reach the most marginalized children in 

remote communities, UNICEF collaborated with 

the Ghana Library Authority (GHLA) in promoting 

home reading amongst children who are both in- 

and out of- school through mobile library 

vans.  The launch of the project – ‘community 

libraries’ was an opportunity to engage 

stakeholders – librarians, chiefs, district assembly 

executives, district education officials and parents, 

to appreciate the importance of reading and 

support children in 47 districts in six new regions.    

 

UNICEF also initiated discussions with the GHLA 

on a digital learning platform dubbed ‘the learning 

passport’, which provides online and offline 

learning opportunities for learners across the 

country, to complement the digital learning 

initiative. 

  

Mainstreaming of the Universal Design for 

Learning (UDL) principles in the distance learning 

programme has enabled the establishment of a 

cadre of resource persons to bridge equity gaps 

and provide equal opportunities amongst all 

learners including those with special educational 

needs/disabilities through government’s education 

in-service training structure.   So far, over 210 

Trainers have been equipped to cascade training 

at decentralized level across the country.   

 

The Rapid Risk Assessment study commissioned 

by the GES with UNICEF’s support has been 

completed. Consultations are ongoing to 

disseminate findings and develop an 

accompanying Monitoring and Evaluation 

Framework for GES to measure short and long-

term progress amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. 

  

As part of UNICEF-GES efforts to support the 

smooth re-opening of schools in January 2021, a 

back-to-school campaign is being rolled out by the 

Girls’ Education Unit (GEU), Guidance & 

Counseling Unit (GCU), School Health Education 

Programme unit (SHEP) and the Special 

Education Division (SPED), which has established 

18 Regional Teams. The campaign also seeks to 

engage key stakeholders on the guidelines on 

pregnancy, schooling and re-entry into school after 

childbirth, and the Safe Schools initiative, 

particularly in response to the period of the COVID-

related school closure. A national resource team of 

more than 10 technical experts has been mobilized 

and a roadmap was developed to roll out the 

initiative.   Informed by the findings from the 

national early childhood stakeholder engagement 

conference in August, the right-age enrollment 

campaign will also address the unique back-to-

school campaign for young learners.  

  

In addition, UNICEF has supported the GES to 

adapt and roll out the Safe School initiative in 

Special Schools as part of preparations for school 

re-opening and to ensure special schools are safe 

and free from violence. The adapted safe school 

resource pack has been approved. About 121 

(male 79; female 42) GES officials including 

Regional Special Education (SpED) coordinators, 

Guidance & Counseling (G&C) coordinators, and 

District SpED coordinators have been equipped 

with skills in the adapted safe school package. This 

national cadre of trainers will cascade training 

across Ghana to build capacity of teaching and 

non-teaching staff as well as student leaders 

across the 62 special schools in Ghana.   

Social Policy 
 

UNICEF, in collaboration with the Social Policy 

Research Institute, has been working with the 

National Development Planning Commission on 

an institutional study, which measures the impact 

Using grass to create hair – as part of creating resource 
materials, which forms part of universal design for learning 

training ©UNICEF. 
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of COVID-19 on the financial flows of funding for 

(a) COVID-19 response and (b) for essential 

services to front line services institutions. The latter 

include schools, hospitals, community health 

centres and public toilets in three regions (Accra, 

Ashanti, and North regions).  The questionnaires 

across the education, health and WASH sectors 

include questions related to financial allocations 

and expenditures as well as services provisions at 

various level of services institutions and Municipal 

District Assemblies in 2019 and 2020. They seek 

to capture the changes and issues that service 

institutions have encountered through the COVID-

19 pandemic.  The key decision makers at the 

national and sub-national levels will also be 

interviewed to understand their challenges and 

coping mechanisms during the crisis.  The training 

with enumerators combined with a pilot study has 

been completed.    

 

Social Protection 

 

UNICEF has been supporting the Livelihood 

Empowerment Against Poverty (LEAP) 

programme and the Ministry of Gender, Children 

and Social Protection (MoGCSP) to identify 

possible options to temporarily expand the number 

of those in receipt of LEAP assistance, in order to 

provide cash support to vulnerable individuals and 

households who have been additionally impacted 

by COVID-19.  

 

 
73-year-old Isaac Nartey lives in Apese-Abominya and is a 

beneficiary of the Livelihood Empowerment Against Poverty 

programme. ©UNICEF/UN122011/ANNANKRA 

 

Working in close collaboration with the MoGCSP, 

the World Bank and other development partners, 

UNICEF has been providing technical assistance 

to identify potential target groups, mobile money 

channels, and necessary operational adaptations. 

UNICEF has also engaged with the Ministry and 

The National Disaster Management Organisation 

(NADMO) to discuss potential social assistance 

response for households affected by recent 

flooding. 

 

Child Protection 

 

UNICEF and its partners reached a total of 

104,135 people (Girls-22,464 , Boys- 21,191, 

Women-32,400 Men- 28,080) with community 

based psychosocial support services in the context 

of COVID-19. Cumulatively, a total of 761,595 

people have been reached in over 1,000 

communities across the country. Field facilitators 

engaged parents and caregivers, children and 

adolescents within their communities through 

community information centers, information vans 

as well as schools, home visits, and small group 

discussions, such as Safe Space meetings with 

adolescent girls.  

 

 

H.E. the Minister of Gender, Children and Social Protection, 
gives remarks at the National Cyber Security Awareness 
event on 1st October 2020. ©UNICEF/UN400292/BADDOO 

This year’s National Cyber Security Awareness 

Month focused on online security in the era of 

COVID-19 and child online protection. The events 

kicked off with the launch of the Internet Watch 

Foundation’s dedicated reporting portal for Ghana. 

This will help report, remove and investigate the 

child sexual abuse material online being accessed 

from Ghana. Separate workshops sessions were 

held for children and parents on cyber hygienic 

practices.  

 

Telecommunication companies were also 

engaged on how they provide safe and secure 
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services and products for their clients, especially 

children. Forty judges, prosecutors and other 

justice sector actors in the northern sector of the 

country were also trained on child online protection 

related issues.  

 

The Ghanaians Against Child Abuse (GACA) 

campaign continues to reach out to people with 

COVID-19 and child protection related helplines 

and better parenting messages. The movement 

reached a total of 1,424,482 people through GACA 

social media handles (up from 1,384,416 reported 

in the previous situation report). The number of 

followers also increased to 33,697. Twelve 

recorded messages on COVID-19 and child 

protection from traditional and religious leaders are 

showing on eight TV and 10 radio stations at the 

national and regional levels.  

 

The messages are also posted on all the GACA 

social media handles and reaching estimated 3 

million viewers and listeners on average. 

Messages on the National Television  are 

estimated to reach 10 million viewers during the 

peak period. The Church of Pentecost Children's 

Ministry sponsored 35 Church Leaders for four 

days intensive training on child protection and 

COVID-19 issues using the Child and Adolescent 

toolkits. Some of the participants have started 

using the toolkits to engage with their members.  

 

Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement 

 

Ghana Community Radio Network jointly with 

UNICEF Ghana broadcasted numerous 

programmes devoted to the International Day of 

Girl and impact of COVID-19 on girls’ rights. Over 

18 member stations across Ghana allowed girls to 

voice their concerns and hopes for equality, and to 

be free from gender-based violence. The girls also 

spoke of their role in accelerating social change. 

The programmes included vox pops, studio 

discussions and interviews with adolescents, 

mothers and experts in sexual and reproductive 

health. 

 

Since 23rd September, 30,000 young people 

engaged in a U-Report poll to mark the 

International Day of the Girl.  In keeping with the 

theme of “My Voice, Our Equal Future”, U-

reporters shared their opinions on the well-being of 

girls, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Over 56% of U-reporters think that teenage 

pregnancy and psychosocial support are the two 

main issues that require specific attention from 

decision makers during this period.  

 

 
  

UNICEF’s social media channels amplified the 

voices of young girls by telling their stories. These 

varied from girls who decided to pursue an 

education in spite of teen pregnancy to girls who 

are advocating for the inclusion of computer 

programming courses in the school’s curriculum. 

These messages reached over 200,000 people.  

 

UNICEF and its CSO partners (Dawah Academy, 

Behasun, RISE Ghana and the Ghana Red Cross) 

reached a total of 146,505 people through 

community engagement activities in 310 

communities. Meetings were held with various 

leaders for advocacy and their support to add their 

voices to the campaign related to COVID-19. 

These included Imams, Pastors, Traditional 

leaders, Queen mothers, and community care 

keepers. Radio discussions were also held to 

intensify education on COVID-19 and the need to 

observe the protocols.  Some rumours on COVID 

were also corrected during information van 

sessions. As an example, the Dawah Academy 

through its “Inter-Faith Platform” has agreed with 

the Imams to incorporate the COVID-19 messages 

during their weekly Friday sermons.  

 

UNICEF CSOs partners has also supported the 

second round of the polio immunization campaign 
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and more than 2,000 people provided their 

feedback through the Agoo platform. UNICEF 

contributed to the training of Health Promotion 

Division representatives in Kumasi to reflect on the 

community engagement and messaging around 

COVID and other health preventive interventions.  

 

More than 15,000 people received COVID related 

messages through the Agoo platform and more 

than 100 approached the call center for interactive 

conversations. Messages reached 1.8 million 

people with over 315,000 people engaging through 

reactions and comments.  

 

News reports and a broadcast interview in relation 

to Global Handwashing Day and the impact of 

COVID-19 on social protection intervention efforts 

respectively reached an audience of more than two 

million.  

 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF continues to coordinate closely with the UN 

Country Team in Ghana on joint planning and programme 

response. As part of the Global UNICEF Humanitarian 

Action for Children (HAC), UNICEF in Ghana appealed for 

US$ 18.2 million to facilitate continued access to essential, 

quality and inclusive social services and the protection of 

children and families affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

Since the beginning of the crisis, UNICEF has been able 

to support the national response thanks to the strategic 

support of development partners and private donors such 

as the World Bank (PEF), the UK Government, USAID, the Government of Japan, China International 

Development and Cooperation Agency, the Government of Denmark, Standard Chartered and Mastercard 

Foundation. Other development cooperation agencies and partners such as  Global Affairs Canada, 

Netherlands, and KOICA have expressed commitment to further support the delivery of results for children 

across the country. 

 

A total of US$ 5.8 million are still required to fill the continuing gaps in ensuring a comprehensive and effective 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic, for vulnerable children, young people and families in Ghana. 

 

External Media (Links) 

 https://www.facebook.com/TV3GH/videos/374716850635354 

https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/ghana-news-global-handwashing-day-marked.html 

https://www.theghanareport.com/ges-observes-global-handwashing-day/ 

 

 

 

For more information contact: 

 

  

Anne-Claire Dufay  

UNICEF Representative, 

Ghana   

Tel:   +233 55 675 1722 

Email: adufay@unicef.org  

Fiachra McAsey 

UNICEF Deputy Representative, 

Ghana  

Tel: + 233 55 255 8218 

Email:  fmcasey@unicef.org 

Eulette Ewart  

UNICEF Communication Manager, 

Ghana   

Tel: +233 24 433 4996 

Email: eewart@unicef.org 

https://www.facebook.com/TV3GH/videos/374716850635354
https://www.graphic.com.gh/news/general-news/ghana-news-global-handwashing-day-marked.html
https://www.theghanareport.com/ges-observes-global-handwashing-day/
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Annex A - Summary of Programme Results - Ghana UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

RCCE Indicator 1: Number of people reached on COVID-19 through 

messaging on prevention and access to services.  

8,000,000 28,105,546 

                          

RCCE Indicator 2: Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through 

RCCE actions.  

1,800,000 2,944,976 

 

RCCE Indicator 3: Number of people sharing their concerns and asking 

questions/clarifications for available support services to address their 

needs through established feedback mechanisms.  

200,000 206,663 

.WASH and IPC   

IPC Indicator 1: Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies 

(including hygiene items) and services.  

200,000 344,922 

 

IPC Indicator 2: Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health 

workers provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE).  

2,512 6,031 

 

IPC Indicator 3: Number of healthcare facility staff and community health 

workers trained in Infection Prevention and Control (IPC).  

8,800 6,300 

Health   

Continuity of Health Care Indicator 1: Number of healthcare providers 

trained in detecting, referral and appropriate management of COVID-19 

cases among children, pregnant and breastfeeding women.   

10,000 1,500 

 

Continuity of Health Care Indicator 2: Number of children & women 

receiving essential healthcare services, including immunization, prenatal, 

postnatal, HIV & GBV* care in UNICEF supported facilities.  

 

403,420 
571,230 

 

Nutrition   

Continuity of Health Care Indicator 3: Number of primary caregivers of 

children aged 0-23 months who received IYCF counselling through 

facilities and community platforms.   

300,000 142,752 

Education    

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 

Indicator 1: Number of children supported with distance/home-based 

learning.  

9,177,934 6,278,484 

 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 

Indicator 2: Number of schools implementing safe school protocols 

(COVID-19 prevention and control).  

42,180 42,180 

Child Protection and GBV    

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 

Indicator 3: Number of children without parental or family care provided 

with appropriate alternative care arrangements.  

200 615 

 

(315 girls, 300 

boys) 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 

Indicator 4: Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided 

with community based mental health and psychosocial support.  

260,000 761,595 

(Girls-167,350 

Boys-156,783 

Women-

226,828 

Men-210,634) 

Access to Continuous Education, CP & GBV Services Indicator 5: Number 

of UNICEF personnel & partners that have completed training on GBV risk 

mitigation & referrals for survivors, including for PSEA*.  

100 98 

Social Protection   

Social Protection Indicator 1: Number of households (affected by COVID-

19) receiving humanitarian multi-sector cash grant for basic needs.  

300,000 322,000 
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Qualitative Indicators  

In the last reporting period, what are the top (up 

to 3) access issues/constraints due to COVID-

19 and related response measures, as identified 

in feedback mechanisms from affected 

populations, for each of these service areas: 

Responses: 

(a) Health services access  1) EPI review shows that there is a reduction in coverage for 
all antigens in 2020 compared to 2019.  
 
2) However, the COVID-19 situation has improved with less 
than 400 confirmed active cases, which has permitted 
improvement in health services including polio outbreak 
response with two rounds of mOPV2 campaigns conducted 
in September and October.  

 

(b) Nutrition services: (management of wasting/SAM; 

nutrition supplements, other services)  

1. Inadequate supplies for management of severe acute 
malnutrition.            
                               
2. Inadequate availability of the mother child health record 
books used for recording counselling. 
 

(c) Access to food  

1. Reports of increasing food prices.  
2. Reports of unavailability of fresh foods.     
 

(d) WASH  1. Non-compliance with social distancing and other hygiene 
protocols pose a higher risk as election campaigns continue. 
 
2. Operational coordination between WASH-related 
ministries reduced as active cases has reduced. 
 
3. Logistics and materials storage capacity of lead Ministry 
are limiting the speed of the response. 
 

(e) Education services including continuation of 

learning options  

1. Inadequate capacity of parents and learners on digital 
literacy for improved protection when learning on-line. 
Teachers capacity being built for easy access to digital 
resource materials.   
 
2. Limited coverage of learners on the radio platform due to 
limited scope-community/parental/learners engagement 
initiated to complement efforts.  
 
3. Inadequate MoE/GES mechanisms to host distance 
learning programmes. UNICEF in collaboration with 
MoE/GES are establishing systems through which the 
programme will be sustained and especially be localized at 
decentralized level. 
 

(f) Child protection related services  1. Most of the services provision at the district level is going 
back to normal.  
 

 

 


