
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

The first confirmed COVID-19 case was registered in the Islamic Republic of Mauritania  
on 13 March 2020. As of 20 October, 7,634 confirmed cases were registered, including 
7,359 recoveries and 163 deaths; and a total of 84,731 tests were performed. The 
Government has lifted all restrictions and recently closed the containment centre for 
asymptomatic COVID-19 patients in place at the University of Nouakchott. These decisions 
continue to be interpreted by a large part of the population as the end of the pandemic in 
Mauritania, leading to a lack of respect for barrier measures and a very low level of alerts. 
However, the Government continues to remind the population to respect the preventive 
measures put in place. Dedicated efforts continue to be initiated by the Government and 
partners to strengthen the healthcare system, community ICP and RCCE interventions.  
 
The World Bank, in a recently published report, alerted about the macro-economic and 
social impact of COVID-19 in Mauritania, as well as the impact on food security. Based on 
their scenario, the poverty rate could increase from 5,5% in 2019 to 6% (or 6.3%) in 2020, 
pushing 25,000 (or 42,000) additional people to fall into extreme poverty. This impact would 
be felt more by women and girls through, for example, a withdrawal from the education 
system to take care of their family members at home and the increase in gender-based 
violence1. The Government is developing a multi-sectoral plan for cohabitation with COVID-
19 and economic recovery, which is about to be finalized. UNICEF, jointly with WFP, will 
support the Government to provide critical social assistance support in the short and 
medium term, while contributing to strengthened national social protection systems in the 
medium to longer term. Immediate support will be provided to respond to the needs 
generated by the pandemic, as well as helping to strengthen overall national capacities to 
adapt and build more shock-responsive, nutrition- and child-sensitive social protection 
systems moving forward. 
 
The support provided to the Government by the United Nations and the humanitarian and 
development partners is coordinated through the Incident Command System (ICS). 
UNICEF ensures the lead of the “Risk communication and community engagement” 
(RCCE), including community watch, and “Infection Prevention and Control” (IPC) pillars. 
In accordance with the INFORM COVID-19 Risk Index, Mauritania shows high health and 
humanitarian impacts risks from COVID-19 that could overwhelm current national response 
capacity, and therefore lead to a need for additional international assistance.  
 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response 

Health  

Considering the progressive decline of COVID-19 cases 
detected, the Government decided to stop the project run 
by the French Red Cross (with UNICEF support) that 
ensured the continuity of care of asymptomatic COVID-19 
patients under quarantine at the University of Nouakchott. 
The process is under way to readjust this project by 
focusing on training the staff of an important hospital in 
Nouakchott (“Centre Hospitalier mère-enfant”) on IPC and 
case management for pregnant women and children, as 
well as constructing a provisional site for hazardous waste.  

WASH and IPC 

In partnership with the Ministry of Education and the Ministry 
of Hydraulic and Sanitation, a field visit was conducted in 
Nouakchott to verify if the handwashing facilities and 
hygiene kits provided by UNICEF to the schools were 
operational, and if the awareness raising campaigns as part 
of the back-to-school program were functional (1 school 
including 1,295 students was visited).  A similar monitoring 
mission headed by the Government was organized in Kiffa. 

 
1 Analyse préliminaire de l’impact socio-économique de la COVID-19 en Mauritanie, World Bank, Juin 2020 

 
The 2020 Global Handwashing Day was celebrated on 
October 15 by all partners in Nouakchott and in four regions 
(Guidimakha, Hodh Chargui, Brakna, and Hodh El Gharbi). 
The theme of this day was "hand hygiene for all".  
  

 
A young girl demonstrates hand washing during the #HandwashingDay 
©UNICEF Mauritania/RPouget /2020  
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In Bassikounou, UNICEF supported the WASH regional 
working group in the organization of an event which 
gathered 91 persons from the refugees, host communities, 
the Government and humanitarian partners to celebrate the 
hand washing day. The event also enabled raising 
awareness of both communities for a peaceful cohabitation 
and the impact that the neglect of barrier gestures of one 
community could have on the other.  

 
Children from the refugees and host community during a special event to 
celebrating the #HandwashingDay ©UNICEF Mauritania/Bassiknou /2020  

 

RCCE/C4D 
UNICEF continues to lead the Risk Communication and 
Community Engagement (RCCE) intervention pillar. The 
pillar joins the Government's efforts for ensuring a safe 
return to school, with the strict respect of hygiene 
measures. A campaign aimed at raising awareness and 
distributing masks and soaps to families has been 
organized in partnership with the media, women's groups 
and youth, to encourage the adoption of optimal hygiene 
practices both at school and in the community.   
 
The 1155 free call centre stopped operating on September 
21 and has handled approximately 1,550,000 calls since its 
opening. A new call centre gathering emergency services 
(including 1155) will be opened soon with UNICEF 
technical support. This will help identifying and responding 
to the concerns of the population. On social media, 
publications, including those related to COVID-19, reached 
a total of 448,800 people from 19 September to 16 October 
2020.  The community surveillance system against COVID-
19, operational in several regions of the country, came to 
end, due to lack of financial support. The system had the 
merit of promoting community involvement by allowing 
communities to take ownership of the methods of control 
and management of the threat while participating 
effectively in the implementation interventions. At the end 
of this activity, more than 8,000 people across the project's 
intervention zones were engaged. 

 
Global Handwashing Day awareness by Tuk-tuks masked and equipped 
with megaphones at Dar Naim by the Government and UNICEF  
©UNICEF Mauritania/C4D/2020  

 

Education 
UNICEF continues to support the Ministry of Education and 
the local education coordination groups as part of their 
efforts to address the impact of COVID-19 on the education 
system. UNICEF supports all measures taken by the 
Ministry of Education to ensure a healthy re-opening of 
schools. UNICEF has recruited a consultant to develop a 
national communication plan and sensitization tools for the 
195,591 children attending schools and 6,022 teachers in 
the three regions of convergence. 20,000 reusable masks 
are prepositioned at the Regional Directorates for 
Education (DRENs) for children over 11 years old in 
primary schools. The ministry is taking care of the masks 
for children in secondary schools. 5,000 radio stations are 
prepositioned in the contingency stock for distribution to 
vulnerable households for possible use in the event of a 
resurgence of the pandemic and school closures. 
 

Child Protection 

Child protection sensitization activities continued to be 
carried out by child protection actors. Messages on 
preventive measures in targeted regions reached 38,641 
persons (15,192 for the reporting period) including 13,957 
children reached nationwide. Specific awareness materials 
have been prepared to facilitate the sensitization of children 
without parental care, particularly street children.  
 

 
        Messages on preventive measures @UNICEF Mauritanie/2020 



The Child Helpline supported by UNICEF registered 573 
calls (42 for the reporting period) with rape cases, domestic 
violence and harassment dealt with by operators. A formal 
Memorandum of Understanding is being designed between 
our NGO partner ASME and the line Ministry of Social 
Affairs in order to strengthen institutional foundation of the 
hotline. Despite restricted access to families, individual 
assistance to vulnerable children was sustained, with 59 
(12 for the reporting period) victims of sexual violence 
supported. Training sessions were organized for UNICEF 
partners operating in support of the refugee population and 
host communities (NGOs/CSOs, health professionals, law 
enforcement agents and staff from the targeted 
municipalities) to increase the prevention and response to 
SGBV. 
 

Supply 
The supply plan for COVID-19 focuses on securing PPEs, 
RUTF and other lifesaving items. The orders for COVID-19 
supplies placed is US$ 332,565. Supplies worth 
US$ 287,694 were received and donated to the 
Government. Movement of humanitarian goods into the 
country has not been affected despite restriction and 
border closure. However, these restrictions at global level 
have an impact on international supply chain and the 
delivery of programme supplies.  
 

 
 
 
 

Adaptations on ongoing UNICEF programmes 

Nutrition  
UNICEF, in close collaboration with the MoH and 
partners, supported the treatment of SAM children, with 
a focus on the districts affected by nutrition emergency 
(GAM > 15 per cent and / or SAM > 2 per cent). A total 
of 19,391 SAM cases were admitted for treatment 
throughout the country from January to July, including 
13,873 cases in 21 emergency districts. Mobile strategy 
and involvement of community health workers in the 
OTP programs are being scaled up throughout the 
country as part of the roadmap for introducing the 
simplified approach. Regarding prevention of wasting, 
54,444 primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months 
received IYCF counselling through facilities and 
community platforms. In addition, 21,816 children 6-23 
months were reached with micronutrients powder 
distribution to ensure their home food fortification in 
eight emergency districts (Aioun, Bababe, Bogue, 
Ghabou, Kaedi, Kankossa, Ould Yenge, Selibaby). To 
date, 146,314 children were systematically screened in 
health care facilities, resulting in the detection of 11,815 
SAM children and 24,247 MAM children. 19,391 cases 
of SAM were admitted for treatment, i.e. 86% of the 
annual target (22,470) and 73% of the burden (26,435). 
SAM admissions increased by 10% compared to last 
year (19,391 versus 17,664) but due to the low 
proportion of reports completed between May and 
August, this proportion of SAM cases admitted could be 
higher.  

 
 
Health 
UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health to forecast 
vaccines for 2021. UNICEF ensured the procurement of 
449,000 doses of Polio vaccine (VPI), 69,000 doses of 

Pneumococcal vaccine (PCV13) and 30,000 doses of 
Rotavirus vaccine (ROTA). 
 
In preparation of the GAVI Multiparty Dialogue, UNICEF 
is supporting the development of EPI activities report by 
analyzing the effect of COVID-19 on immunization 
services. The preliminary results indicate a decline   in   
coverage for routine vaccination (see for example the 
trend of Penta3 coverage below). This initiative will 
enable to find short and medium-term solutions to 
improve immunization coverage. 
 

 
 
WASH 
The completion level of drinking water supply and solar 
water points has reached more than 90% in the Hodh 
Chargui region and more than 70% in the Guidimakha 
and Assaba regions. These water points should cover 
an estimated population of 24,000 people. The 
promotion of Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) 
activities continue in all the targeted regions, under the 
supervision of the DRHAs.  
 
Education 
The DEF and the BAC for the 2020 school year were 
held as planned for all the concerned students in the 
country. These students are currently on leave pending 
the re-opening of classes in November for the new 
school year. As part of its support to Malian refugees’ 
education, UNICEF and its partner ESD alongside 
UNHCR supported the Mauritanian Ministry of 
Education in the organization of DEF exams for Malian 
refugees from 12 to 14 October for 48 enrolled students 
(29 boys and 19 Girls) in secondary school and 90 
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independent applicants (54 boys and 36 girls) from the 
refugee community with a participation rate of 98% and 
72% respectively. UNICEF continues to support 
education activities for the resumption of the 2019-2020 
academic year of Malian refugees.  4,014 primary 
school students (2,068 boys and 2,036 girls) out of  
5,561 students (2,867 boys and 2,694 girls) and 294 
secondary school students (188 boys and 106 girls) out 
of 410 students (284 boys and 186 girls) resumed 
classes since the beginning of September representing 
a rate of 74% and 72% respectively. After six months of 
education program break due to the COVID-19, 
education stakeholders met to discuss and validate the 
adapted education program for the two (2) 
complementary months (September and October) of 
the 2019/2020 academic year. 
 
Child Protection 

Implementation of child protection activities continues in 
the 9 targeted regions. A close follow-up is ensured for 
the 94 children deprived of liberty, and the follow-up on-
going of the 54 children released since the beginning of 
the pandemic.  
 
Social Protection 

Jointly with WFP, UNICEF will provide immediate 
support to respond to the needs generated by the 
pandemic, as well as helping to strengthen overall 
national capacities to adapt and build more shock-
responsive, nutrition and child-sensitive social 
protection systems moving forward. The project will 
deliver essential cash transfers to vulnerable people 
affected by the socio-economic fallout of COVID-19. In 
addition, the project will provide essential 
complementary services, targeted at preventing a 
deterioration in the nutritional status of the most 
vulnerable women and children, and to protect children 
and women in targeted households from violence, 
abuse, exploitation, discrimination and neglect. The 
cash transfer program is expected to start soon in close 
collaboration with the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Childhood and Family. Its targeting process has already 
begun and started with a compilation of lists of disabled 
people within poor families. 
 
Supply and Logistics 

As part of the emergency response, US$ 1,877,143.55 
worth of supplies were distributed across the country 
from January to September 2020, including RUTF, 
WASH and Educational Kits 

 
Funding Overview and Partnerships                  

   USD 18,800,000 
US$ 18,800,000 is estimated to be needed to respond to the COVID-
19 epidemic in Mauritania in addition to the chronic humanitarian 
situation. UNICEF Mauritania has mobilized only 8 per cent of funding 
out of a total of US$ 18.8 million funding requirements. The call centre 
is currently facing a critical financial shortfall (estimated at 
US$1,800,000 for one year). In addition, the community surveillance 
system is also encountering financing difficulties. UNICEF Mauritania 
wishes to express its heartfelt gratitude to all public and private sector 
donors (particularly BMZ, Denmark, GPE, Sida, USAID, US Embassy, 
UN COVID-19 Response and Recovery Multi-Partner Trust Fund-UN 
COVID-19). The ability of the office for achieving many of the results 
presented in the summary table of program results is largely due to 
the flexibility of some donors to use non-humanitarian sources of 
funds to carry out actions to prevent the spread of the pandemic.  
 

External Media:  

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/2566567143559534/ 
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/2908160285900623/ 
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/1478504702311215/ 
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFMauritanie/videos/1153429648326740/ 
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For more information contact:    

Marc Lucet  
Representative  
Mauritania 
+ (222) 42 78 31 00 
mlucet@unicef.org 

 Judith Léveillée 
Deputy Representative  
Mauritania 
+ (222) 42 78 34 00 
jleveillee@unicef.org 
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Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached by COVID-19 prevention messages 1,677,243 1,752,415 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 168,900 160 939 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking 
questions/clarifications for available support services to address their 
needs through established feedback mechanisms 

1,200,000 1,521,017 

WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 
items) and services 

50,000 10,850 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers 
provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

5,000 6,048 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained 
in Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

2,000 282 

Health   
Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and 
appropriate management of COVID-19 cases including among children, 
pregnant and breastfeeding women 

300 168 

Number of children and women receiving essential healthcare services, 
including immunization, prenatal and postnatal care, HIV care and 
Gender-Based Violence (GBV) response care in UNICEF supported 
facilities2 

8,200 children 
3,280 women 

72,398 children 
4,772 (2434 G;2338 B) treated for 

childhood disease  
22,409 children aged 0-11 months - 

third dose of pentavalent vaccine   
22,501 PCV13   

22,716 measles and rubella 
vaccine 

962 women  
Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received 
IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms 

29,220 54,444 

Nutrition   
Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) 

22,470 19,391 (10,129 girls, 9,262 boys) 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 150,000 

23,675 children 
(10,643 girls, 13,032 boys) 

Pre-school: 524 girls, 476 boys 
Primary: 7124 girls, 9819 boys  
Secondary: 126 girls, 284 boys 

Out of School Children:  
2,869 girls; 2,453 boys 

  

Child Protection and GBV    
Number of children without parental or family care provided with 
appropriate alternative care arrangements 

200 48 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 
community-based mental health and psychosocial support 

10,000 484 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible 
channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 

900 386 

 
 
 
Annex B  

 
2 “This indicator monitors the number of consultations and services provided to children and women; hence there may be significant double 
counting”. 



Funding Status 
Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 2,300,000 387,969 1,912,031 83% 
WASH & IPC 6,500,000 450,985 6,049,015 93% 
Nutrition  3,000,000 80,000 2,920,000 97% 

Health 4,000,000 220,000 3,780,000 95% 

Child Protection 1,000,000 145,185 854,815 85% 

Education 1,000,000 165,000 835,000 84% 

Data collection, coordination, 
technical support and operational 
costs 

1,000,000 35,000 965,000 97% 

Total 18,800,000 1,484,139 17,315,861 92% 

 

 

 

 


