
 

 

 

Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 
 

Senegal reported its first confirmed COVID-19 case on March 2, and since our last report 

issued on August 17, 2020, a total of 3,007 new confirmed cases and 58 new deaths were 

reported. This is a cumulative of 15,459 and 320 cases and deaths, respectively1. 

Dakar region remains the epicenter with 77 per cent of confirmed cases. A decline in 

cases have been reported since our last report, however, the organization of major 

events (e.g. religious pilgrimaged of the Grand Magal of Touba and Kaolack) gathering 

millions of people raised concerns in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. The government of 

Senegal remained on high alert to prevent and contain the virus. Furthermore, schools 

reopened partially on 25th June, starting with examination classes, and the new 

academic year is now due to resume on 12th November. UNICEF continued to support 

the Government in the implementation of the country’s COVID-19 national response plan. 

 

Limited access to essential services such as health, nutrition, information on disease and 

prevention measures, water and sanitation and child protection still affects the most 

vulnerable and marginalized people in society particularly, pregnant women, youth, 

infants and persons with disabilities. With regards to education, some 3.5 million children 

have been affected by school closure nationwide, a situation which has 

disproportionately affected girls and exacerbated disparities, and hindered progress 

towards the inclusion of the about 1.5 million children who were already out of school 

before the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic. Additionally, only 12 per cent of children 

have access to distance learning2.These children will be facing additional challenges 

staying enrolled in school and completing their studies when the new academic year will 

start in November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 Ministry of Health, Suivi du Covid-19 au Sénégal en temps réél. Accessed 21 October 2020. 
2 '2019/2020 Rapport National de la Situation de l'Education'. 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 
 

The impact of Covid-19 still threatens to undo the major development gains made in    

recent years and undermine the realization of children's rights. UNICEF Senegal is 

appealing US$17.9 million to donors to continue to provide additional timely support to 

maintain life-saving and basic social services for children and their families, out of which 

UNICEF was able to mobilize and position US$15.4 million to date. UNICEF Senegal is 

currently developing a Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal for 2021 to accelerate our 

efforts to the most vulnerable and build back better. Flexible funds are invaluable in 

fulfilling the vital mandate of the organization. UNICEF is grateful to all partners 

including the Governments of the US (USAID), Japan, Canada, Korea (KOICA) and 

the UK (DFID) as well as the World Bank, the Global Partnership for 

Education/French Development Agency and the UNICEF national committees of 

Canada, Spain and the US who have supported our COVID-19 response, by providing 

flexible funding and trusting UNICEF to make the right interventions at the right time, with 

maximum impact for children. Additionally, UNICEF Senegal finalized a Funding 

Agreement with the Government of China to support the Senegalese Government 

providing Nutrition Services to Children. During this reporting period, UNICEF reaffirmed 

its commitment to also collaborate with the Private Sector to support moving 

children’s rights agenda forward in Senegal. UNICEF received generous funds from 

Mastercard foundation to respond to COVID-19 crisis.

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response and continuity of social services 
 

Health and Nutrition  
UNICEF continued its support to the Government to ensure continuity of essential routine health and nutrition services 

such as immunization, antenatal and postnatal care as well as management of childhood diseases in the context of 

COVID-19 and needed adaptations to ensure safety and protection while delivering services. In the area of 

immunization, the Ministry of Health released a Technical Note to ensure continuity of immunization while assuring 

protection/security of staff and patient. In addition, orientations (virtual meetings) were held with medical staff and Health 

District managers on how to adapt the “Reaching Every District” plans in the context of COVID-19.  To this end, purchase 

of masks and other protective equipment continued to be prioritized by UNICEF through donor support.  

 

Nationally, COVID-19 case management strategies have continued to evolve based on the dynamics of the epidemic, 

with greater focus on home management of non-severe cases in persons with no co-morbidities based on a guidance 

document, in order to prevent the saturation of health structures and ensure availability for severe cases. Additionally, 

UNICEF support was provided for the development of these protocols and monitoring of their implementation.  

 

Through Kolda field office covering 5 Southern regions, UNICEF provided support to strengthen health staff capacities 

to manage COVID-19 cases reaching an additional 300 health workers during this reporting period (August to October). 

To boost local production, UNICEF supported the training of a group of 30 tailors to manufacture locally a batch of 10 

000 reusable non-medical protective masks for children and adults. Additionaly, 60 surveillance committees (Comités 

de Veille et d'alerte communautaire intégré - CVACi) were supported in Sedhiou contributing to epidémiological 

surveillance of COVID-19, including  alerts for early case detection and follow up of cases and contacts.   

 

In the area of Nutrition, UNICEF continued supporting the Governement to provide life-saving interventions through the 

provisition of Ready-to-use Therapeutic Food. A critical supply for the care of children with Severe Acute Malnutrition 

(SAM) a condition which if left untreated increases the odds of death among children by up to 10 times. As of October 

19, a total of 17, 401 under-five children suffering from SAM (representing 35 per cent of the annual target), were 

admitted for treatment, including 1,442 cases with medical complications. Additionaly, in mid-September UNICEF in 

partnership with national counterparts developped and released a technical note for the community-based 

management of SAM, with Saint Louis, Matam and Tambacounda as pilot zones for this key intervention.  

 

WASH  
UNICEF achieved a cumulative total reach of 1,882 Community Health Workers (CHW) and Hygiene Officers 

through training nationwide on essential WASH Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) behaviours and hand hygiene 

(330 for this reporting period). The training aimed to prevent and control COVID-19 transmission by ensuring epidemic 

preparedness measures are in place, and capacity exists to rapidly implement control measures. The trained CHW are 



expected to trigger community-initiated efforts for breaking chain of transmission for COVID-19, limit exposure and stop 

further transmission of the disease to the community. 

To promote handwashing and environmental 

sanitation as a first-line measure of infection 

prevention and control against transmission of 

COVID-19, UNICEF in close collaboration with the 

regional directorates of public health, supported the 

procurement and distribution of a cumulative 2,709 

handwashing stations in health centres and other 

public spaces (763 hand washing stations during the 

reporting period). In addition, since the beginning of 

COVID-19, a total of 17,305 hygiene kits (6,920 for 

the reporting period) have been distributed to 

households with infected persons. 

 

To ensure that children are returning safely to schools 

by adhering to the national ‘Safe Schools protocol’ 

UNICEF supported the procurement of hygiene and 

handwashing kits which benefited 1,486 preschools, 

primary, lower and secondary schools including 

Quranic schools. Furthermore, since the onset of the 

pandemic UNICEF supported the disinfection of 

15,503 schools (1,131 for the reporting period). 

 

Since Covid-19, a total number of 889,940 people have been reached with key prevention and hygiene messaging 

(220,077 for the reporting period). Additionally, in partnership with the Sanitation Department, 48 Open Defecation Free 

villages were certified out of 50 triggered in the Regions of Sedhiou (20), Kolda (20) and Tambacounda (8) with 

integration of communication on barrier prevention measures of Covid-19 and community support with hygiene kits.  

 

Risk communication and community engagement 
UNICEF continued to support the Government and partners on Risk Communication and Community Engagement 

(RCCE) to mitigate and ultimately stop the spread of Covid-19. In this reporting period the focus was on the mitigation 

of the potential spread of COVID-19 at the Grand Magal in Touba, the biggest religious event gathering 3 to 4 million 

people every year. UNICEF supported 40 community-based organisations to provide prevention and hygiene 

message. As a result, a total of 7,571 home visits have been carried out which represents a total of 82,752 people 

(39,237 men and 43,515 women) with key messages on COVID-19, as well as other health issues to which pilgrims 

are exposed. In addition, UNICEF Senegal in partnership with WHO worked together to provide technical and financial 

assistance in the coordination, supervision and culturally accepted strategies and interventions to mitigate the risk of 

contamination. 

 

In partnership with DECLIC, a youth-led NGO, a total of 58 inter-community volunteers (35 in Oussouye and 23 in 

Diembering) benefited from capacity building in RCCE, as well as, on leadership and theories of social and 

behavioural change in the Ziguinchor Medical Region. Additionally, in Kolda medical region, 14,755 home visits and 

946 market visits were carried out in three health districts, including Kolda, Velingara and Myf reaching 23,245 

people with key preventive messages. The disaggregation is as follow: (i) in Kolda Health District, 9,358 men and 

9,012 women, (ii) in Velingara Health District, 913 pregnant women, 1,078 children under-five and 987 talibes, (iii) in 

Myf Health District, 587 pregnant women, 982 children under-fiver and 313 talibes.  

 

In partnerships with the Department of Social Anthropology of Gaston Berge University, UNICEF supported a risk 

perceptions survey to assess the perceptions and myths surrounding COVID-19. The findings from the survey will be 

used to inform the revision of messages within the current COVID-19 context. The survey is carried out in Dakar, 

Tambacounda, Diourbel and Ziguinchor and a total of 120 young investigators have been trained and deployed to the 

field and currently 8,778 people (3,598 women and 5,180 men)3 have been interviewed.  

 

 

 

 
3 Data is partial and should be available by November. 

Photo :@UNICEFSenegal/July2020. A schoolboy from the Cherif 
Macky Haidara primary school in Kolda washes his hands at a 
portable UNICEF handwashing station inside the school’s courtyard. 
UNICEF is supporting the Senegalese government with new sanitary 
protocols to stop the spread of COVID-19 while schools partially 

reopen. 



Education 
UNICEF continued its support to the Government and partners to ensure continuation of learning for vulnerable learners 

affected by school closure and preparations for the progresive reopening of schools, which started with exam classes 

in June. On June 25th, the government partially reopened schools for only examination classes. Supported by UNICEF, 

the Ministry of National Education developed a response plan consistent with the national strategy led by the Ministry 

of Health and Social Action to ensure safe school protocols. The response plan covers not only the period of the 

pandemic, but also looks at revising the school calendar in its aftermath and assesses different ways of evaluating 

learning. 

 

In this reporting perdiod, additional efforts have been progressively geared towards preparation for the new academic 

year which is due to start on 12th November 2020. More specifically, UNICEF supported the development of the 

education sector response plan and of safe school protocols in preparation for school reopening with both health and 

education authorities. 

 

UNICEF supported the Ministry of Education deploy the national distance learning programme including through radio 

and national TV, and a repository of digital learning resources accessable online. Additionaly and in alignement with the 

national curriculum, UNICEF supported the development of alternative solutions targeting the vast majority of children 

to bridge the digital gap. In that respect, a national radio-based learning programme focusing on foundational learning 

competencies has been deployed since August in partnership with the Ministry of Education and the national network 

of 120 community radios operating nationwide. UNICEF also facilitated the production of exercise books which 

benefited 234,395 children in most rural and remote communities. Furthermore, 360 children with visual and hearing 

impairements have been reached with digital learning solutions and assistive devices.  

 
Left: A sample of exercise books produced and distributed with UNICEF’s support.  

Right: A fifth-grade class at the Cherif Macky Haidara primary school in Kolda sits for a preliminary entrance exam to junior high 
school. Schools in Senegal have been shut in March due to the spread of COVID-19, though graduating classes resumed on June 
25th with new sanitary and physical distancing measures in place, like spreading students out in a zig-zag form 

UNICEF supported additional activities to support the effective enrolment and retention of vulnerable children through 

the provision of school kits targeting children, and especially girls, from poorest households. UNICEF also supported 

teacher training institutions to introduce distance learning solutions and pursue the training of 1,975 student 

teachers to be effectively deployed in time for the new academic year. 

Child protection 

UNICEF continued providing support to the Government to better protect children against increased risks of violence 

and abuse, provide care and support to children separated from their parents, and ensure psychosocial support to 

children and families affected by the COVID-19. This includes support for coordination and monitoring at national and 

decentralized levels; the development of specific protocols, guidance and handbooks for service delivery, in particular 

for children deprived of parental care and for psychosocial support; material and financial supports to child care centres 

and social welfare services operating on the ground ; community mobilization for child protection.  

 

Since the beginning of COVID-19, 4,845 children (including talibés and street children) without parental or family care 

were provided with child protection services, including alternative care arrangements by decentralized child 

protection services. This includes at least 4,176 talibés and street children who were identified and received care 



and support in the regions of Dakar, Fatick, Kaffrine, Kaolack, Sédhiou and Ziguinchor. Out of these, 3,684 children 

have returned to their families, while 424 children are currently placed in protection centers (mostly children from 

neighbouring countries). In addition, a total number of 4,797 children having experienced sexual and/or physical 

violence have been referred to decentralized services and provided with appropriate care. 

With UNICEF support, the department of social welfare within the Ministry of Health developed a Child protection 

Handbook for social workforce to better prevent and protect children against violence and abuse, and a 

handbook for psychosocial support to children affected by the COVID-19. A pool of 24 trainers was put in place and 

trained on methodology and tools for preventive social work in child protection and to better coordinate on the 

preventive interventions within Child Protection District Committees and targeting communities and families. A training 

plan was finalized and to be deployed nation-wide. 

 

The department in charge of child protection within the Ministry of Justice finalized protocols to secure and coordinate 

the case management platform of services for child victims or at risk, at local level. UNICEF supported the Ministry 

in training all heads of services of the ‘Action Educative en Milieu Ouvert’ (AEMO), a decentralized service for child 

protection to strengthen their capacities for operationalizing and coordinating the case management platform within each 

Child Protection District Committees nation-wide. 

 

Social protection  
Since the beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic, UNICEF as the co-lead of the social protection working group in 

Senegal, has played a convening role along with ILO and other relevant donors, to ensure better coordination and 

integration of the different interventions in the sector. Additionally, UNICEF played a key role in the policy and advocacy 

space to influence the adjusted Priority Action Plan (PAP 2A) to address the new gaps raised with the pandemic.  
To better inform the country response for future shocks, UNICEF continued to support the Government to evaluate the 

utilization of the Social Registry (RNU) in the response to the pandemic. UNICEF is also engaging in the update of the 

social registry in one of the country region (Kedougou) alongside with the World Bank. 

 

Coordination 
During this reporting period, UNICEF Senegal signed a partnership agreement with the Senegalese Red Cross 

(CRS) focusing on infection and control prevention interventions, child protection activities at decentralized levels and 

risk communication and community engagement with a specific focus on youth and women involvement. UNICEF is 

thrilled to strengthen its working relationship with CRS and its volunteers deployed throughout the country to improve 

the wellbeing of vulnerable population. 

 

UNICEF continues to support national coordination mechanisms in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. UNICEF 

leads on the risk communication and community engagement commission, co-leads the coordination commission with 

the World Health Organization (WHO) and co-leads the logistics commission with the World Food Programme (WFP). 

UNICEF is also the main partner supporting infection prevention and control activities. Together with WHO, UNICEF 

has initiated setting-up coordination mechanism in preparation of the COVID-19 vaccine introduction. UNICEF 

continued to coordinate closely with the United Nations agencies. In collaboration with other partners, support was 

provided for the national review of the COVID-19 Response Plan and for the development of Phase II of the 

contingency plan.  

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 
 

UNICEF along with the other UN agencies in the country has carried out a review of the joint Senegal UN annual work 

plan (UNDAF). This review enabled the prioritization and adaptation of interventions contributing , as well as 

reallocation of funding to the COVID-19 situation and response.  
An important pillar of UNICEFs response is to ensure the continuity of vital health services for women and children, in 

particular maternal and infant care, immunization and nutrition services.  

 

External Media 
A series of visuals were developed and posted on UNICEF's social media networks. These are some of the Facebook 

posts: 

 



https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3093474177441411 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3052960994826063 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3046094342179395 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3031280706994092 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3028004847321678 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3015292031926293 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3012269288895234 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3004258866362943 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/2998268176962012 

 

In total, our Facebook and twitter posts generated 21,289 and 2,222 views respectively. 

 

Words of thanks 
We want to express our gratitude to all private and public partners who have engaged with UNICEF with the joint 

objective of strengthening our work for the children in Senegal in these challenging times. 

 

 

 

Summary of Programme Results UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target 
Total 

results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to services. 
1,200,000 1,303,000 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions. 25,0004 105,997 

.WASH & IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including 

hygiene items) and services. 
650,000 889,940 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers 

provided with Personal Protective Equipment 
5,400 6,700 

Number of health facilities and services provided with critical 

WASH items 
500 677 

Nutrition   

Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe 

acute malnutrition (SAM). 
28,320 17,401  

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 1,000,000 > 234,755 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control). 
500 1,486 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of children without parental or family care provided with 

appropriate alternative care arrangements. 
30,000 4,845 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community based mental health and psychosocial support. 
200,000 807 

Number of UNICEF personnel & partners that have completed 

training on GBV risk mitigation & referrals for survivors, including 

for PSEA. 

150 N/A 

Social Protection   

Number of households receiving multi-sector cash grant for basic 

needs. 
1,000,000 N/A 

 

 
4 the Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions is under revision and final target will be provided in the next report in 

November. 

https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3093474177441411
https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3052960994826063
https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3046094342179395
https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3031280706994092
https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3028004847321678
https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3015292031926293
https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3012269288895234
https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/3004258866362943
https://www.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/2998268176962012


 

 

Annex B Funding Status, USD 
 

Sector 
Funding 

required 

Funds 

available 
Funding gap 

C4D / RCCE 2,500,000 492,000 2,008,000 

WASH & IPC 4,000,000 4,140,532 -140,532 

Nutrition and health 4,830,000 5,140,285 -310,285 

Child Protection 2,200,000 1,442,808 757,192 

Education 3,050,000 3,993,807 -943,807 

Social protection 1,100,000 120,000 980,000 

Social science 

research 
300,000 50,000 

 

250,000 

 

Total  17,980,000 15,379,432 2,600,568 
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