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eltl/Pler I
Child.." In war

W. ", ond civil conllo....,. "'" taking .......i'" loll on chi!<lt<:n. l1>e numbers. though impred "', are <k""'lal- /2
illl : .ppro~imalcJy 2 millionchild= have been klJlcd duTi ng lbe last <lecadc,1IId between 4 million .rod
5 million di...bkd ,1\0.'.1"" million m<II'l.' ha.e been upn>Dlod [,,>Ill lhe ir I>ome<. and """n,I",,< OI!lers face [he

he;g.hlonm risk (Ifdi"''''''' and malnutrition and of ....,...,.Iion from lheir fllJ1lil ies.
In,ema,,,,,,,,1 la... pn'lIl Hles l.I;lndard.. for prolccling ch;ld~n in war,111= JWld:mb mull bo vigO)l'l)ll<ly

.nf~ ~,=al0 " -one of I""'" for ,he young. UNICEf, foullCled 10 pnwi<lc cmcfIlcncy relief forchi~n
in the .flcnnalh or World War n. lake< thi' 'W'nunily in ilS WtlI m ivonary 1"'" l<l sct oul In Anli· ar

Agenda• • """'" of ' ·;lol. l"""lic;ol lOC'Iion. tu bolpsl<\l l lbc momentum of violence. The Agel>da calls for ...
end w!he n:a'\I;lmtll, "ndcOIls<:riplioflin«)the: mililalyof cltildm! under the3j';CQr IS. for . han on the man
Ufac:1ur". L1S<' . "o<kpi1inll- aro:I <ali: (If a11111li-persoIII>OJ land-mines and for M~nl!-Ihoninl\ of~u~ lO
"""'it« and fln>«'Cutc war crim<'S. The Agendaalso urges ....ppo<1 for Iong'l","" develop....n' . rrron<ilialinn.
reM.bilitulioo and edu<'alioo for peace.

Chapttr II
Fifty y..rt; fo r e hlldran

Th. eha.pler lnleCS UNICliF. and lhe world's ~"" 10 the IIet'I1§ of ehildren. Mailing wilh 100 19505. 42
" 'hen nm eampaigns prt>mi<cd 10 end I numbe' of infminus di:<ca.<cs. ' ...Iud;"g .. .....,01.,. .. . )'3"". lI':I-

chonJa. Iep....y and mal.ui.a. The 1%00' f""'" on erxlk~ri,,! poveny grew duti"g the J970s;,,10 thedevel·
opme n! of ne.ihk. ..,nununily~t<:<I ioilialives. Then in ,he 1980<. with <W<\OfI\i.. in decli ... . UNICEF
I...",bed the 'child :IlIt'lival and deveklpmcn, revol"linn' . which. lhrough ~i mple. cosHffcetivc mcdlo<Is.
Silvcd mor\' Ihan 12 mil1i<l<1ehiklrcn·. Ii..... by theend of the dccca<le.

With lhe 1990s.1 neW',," hasoptnocd for cllildren. willllhe world """,ing tR'at ~lri<les ltlW..... achieving
the Woo d Summil for Childten·, basic heallh. nulritinn and MIIl...ti"" goals for the year 2000 and 3 cam·
p"ign tha' hasbrough' oniv..... ll;Ilif..... ion of the Convenlion011 the RighI> of the Child ,,"arly within rcaeb.
Lool<ing IO.....-ds the ) 'car lOOO nnd beyond. clUkh'en ~re incn:a.si,,!ly II theC<:nlJ'O of tbe in""""lional hUmafl
tiglll' ....d developmcnl~8"'nda. and<bpil. the depredations of ...... and poveny. glnbal pIlIg"'lS l. JI"',iblc .

T1lI -... ~ ... III"""'"_II". _ IIItN:lf. i<idnj " ""'*' 0t0IhIl1irst n.my.. (Maf""'..:
_l\oNQfi\lldool.-.... ..... " bt_ ~ lM/"'; ""0I00;taI_...._~. 19l1lll

Chapter fIf
Statistlc.1 tab la.

Slal;>;tic!i "",,,ide an ~Iial fOllnd~linn h' p ug' ''! cMdml" well.being an<! ore v;ul tOO ical"'" of !he n
core. nnnnre an<! n,SO"'''\'~ lhal chil<!rcn receive in thei' ""mmnnili"" and CUIIntries. We are reminded thol
""'"' tha.n 12millillll chilohn cacllyear cOOlinue lO die from the ',i","1'c~cllCics of "",,,cmable diSCllSClO
ood malnulrilion. SIIli.<lics s.udl o.<; !hose on inflJ\l and child mnnaIiry. immWlizalion. IlIIICmOI tJ'lOO'I3!iry. mal·
nulrilion nnd..:hooI""""menl clwt theprogreso ooonrr.c.~ mak ing lowanl< !he i03ls >Cl 31 the World Su",·
mil rot Childn,n and ;" <WC'I'C<)nl\ni disparities. """b as lhc dise,iminatiorl againlol gim llnd ""nntC'O. Basic
iodicmon on nulrition . hcallb.education. popu1;>tioo .ecooom~ progress and the Silu.uion of w.......... Itt gi'en .

Regionol surnmaOcs are also provided.
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"Th~ mOSI important tlltllning Of lhis Nobt/ a"Wd is Ih~ so/~mn

r«ogniJion llua Ih~ w~lfart oftodtly 'J chi/dftn is illStjNlrably linktd
with the puu:t oftomorrow's tror/d."

Heroy R. Ubooiss<, E<o:llIIvc DirmorQfUN!CEF(l~lm~

ill . oe<epWIC< of .... Nob<1 ""- ""'" ;. 1965 f<lf lIN1C\-:f.



Foreword

I was the suffering of children in war that prompted the

foundi ng of UNICEF 50 yean ago. It is the continuing suf

fering of children that remi nds us how much more we need

to do, and how cnonnous is the task still before UNlCEF.

The State of Ihe World 's Chitdren report this year examines what
it cans "t he terrible symmetry" framed by these 50 years .

Please join me in supporting the urgent effort to bring peace (0

children-peace in every sense of the word: building an ethic

agai nst violence directed at children. against drafting children as

combatants. against planting anti-personnel land-mines and

against holding childrenas hostages. And. as affirmed by the Dec
laration of the 1990 Wor ld Summit for Children and enshrined in

the [989Conventionon the Rights of the Child, may nations abide
by the principle of "fi rst call for ch ildren" always-with thei r sur

vival. protection and development given high priority- in times of

adversity as well as in times of bene licence. in times of war as well

as in times of peace .

UN1CEF has worked and has encouraged others during this

half-ce ntury to make this princip le a reality. This report documents

that great work. I recommend these pages to all readers. They

reflect our com mon hopes and they summon us to even greater

common action on behalf of the children of the world.

Boutro$ Boulro$-Ghali
United NalioTlS Secrelary-Gellerol





Preface

T
his special issue of The SIQ/II of fhl: "brld'" Child~n maRs \he SOOl
annh 'enary year of UNICEF. A$ .wch. it aims [0 fulfil uvee pu~

First. il~ an agenda ag;liMl war as a vital ste p 10 Jl't' Vet1l l1nd alle

viate lhc suffering of chilt1ren in armed oonnicl. We sUet Wilh children in
Will" because thcir comcrnporary predicament is boIhoverwhelming and inescapable.

Second. it reviews theefforts of UNICEF ill its fi rst hal f-ccnlury Ineopc: wiih chilo
drensubmerged I10l only inconniet bul also in the silent emergencies of paveny and
preventable disease. And II IJIows how many gcvernrrenu and communities. with
UNICEF support. have made~at progress in improving tbc beahh. nutrition and
education of Ihrir chilm.:n.

Thin\. it rmins lhr: annual~wion of cvefully UiClIIbIOO swiMicaJ dala. so
thai tbe ptogtess lowan:Is the ynr 2000 goals. MIopItd :ulbc 1990World Swnmil (01'"

Childrm.. can be radily ..YSVd
I br:liew: lbo:se: thrft chaplers pro.ick. good senseof ..-here UNICEF has beee.

of its cunmt prioritia. and. 10 the alent possible. of .....here il is t ......,
Ideas and knowledge !Lave cbanged and expanded dramatnlly ever the JltiI SO

years. Accordingly. so Iw our ability to lII:lb dUl~n'$ lives beuu. The!1obaI
«>mmunily.~ unanimously. has COIlUniutd itse:Jr to doing ju~ thaL lIS
e~ pressed in the words llld eeos of the World Summit DeclanuiOll and the COfl\"~n

tion on !be Rights of the Child.
With renewed ccmmitmeru. we shall wort for the day when the Declaration and

the Convention llre transformed from articles of failh into expressionsof I\'ulily for
the lives and hopes of the world 's children.

This is a1so my fi~l StlJle ofthe Ilbrut JChildn/l report :IS ExecutiveDirecwr. al'd
I wanl 10 honour my remarlc:abJe~, James P, Grant. With his indomitable
and generous ipirit. he mewed us all towards I benu world for ehildJ=. I am SW"C

ibe evidence of progress in m:my areas of ehik\ml's~ "'1lUId 1J:n~ pleased him.
as . 1000Jd ourpkd;c 10 piDlllOk the AnI.i-"'..... AItJIda 1Ct fOfth in this repon,

Carol Rt'liamy

UNICEF u «Mli \Y! Dim:w r



The State of the
World's Children 1996

I jU t~ ,wlrid gradoolly flting lumed Intoa ,<'i/dtnttss. Jh"aTrht /'I 'U

approochin;: tilundtr. "'hich ...·ill Jwroy lU Inti, I <'Unfultllt ~uJfrriJlJl. of
l1Iil/iQflS. (J1Ilf ."t l. if /look up into Iht hr<ll'f'IL~.llhink Iha/I' ...·ill all ("()flU'

righi, rlull this e"."'O' roo. ..-ill end.

Teese are the wools of a IS
ytar-old girl. They cook!
have been wrinen yesler

rlay-by 3 child in 80stIia or u ·
bena, in Afghanislan or the Sudan.
In foct. 1llcy wert: written more
than SO ~ars a!w in the Nether

lands . by Anne Frank. ".."" died
s!IortIy Sr,crwanJs in • N31.i cOJlC<'n
l1lllion camp.

In 1996. UNICEF marks ilsm
anniversary. The organizatioo was
foullded in 1946 in the oftennath of
Worl<I War n. as the United Nations
International Children's Emt'1!ency
Fund. limes !lave chang<:d-and
they have nol ctungt!d. In 1996. the

worufs children agai n face !be car

nageor war. Milliolls live with shat·
ered innocence:. daily terror and
stifled bopes. which Annt Frank

would ~iw: onl y too wdL
This year, The S'uu ul the

\\V,r/d ', ChilJ",n ",fleets the e rrt
ble syrnmo:try nf 1946 and IOday.

Chaplef I is . "'pori 01\ childrctJ in
war-on their lives and <lI'l tlleir

deaths. Children thrown inlO mass
pan·s. ClIildml w8lldcring withool
lheir parcOl.l tlf wutillg away in

refugee camps. Olildml brotalil.ed
ioto being killer>; themselves.

Chaplcr II of the rqJOII then
talcs a historical I",,~,>cct;'·e. II
looks aI whal11M dUlIIglldin the lllo;t
SO YCa/li. The lhmld of violence
runS through\his 100. f"....vmmuni·
ties and children suffering the silenl
emergencies of pov..n.y lUI<! hWlgc,.
BUI there Ila,~ also been enormous

ach icvcmcol$.

Chi ld rmnaJjly nltes have falkn

by aboul SO per cent. aJld 100al
almual child dealhs have tlropped
dramat ic"~lly from 2S million III
12.5 milliDB.1 Since 19!5O. ba.<ic
;mmUnil.<llioo has saved tJw, li,-e.<
of aboul W miUioo ch;~n.l As

tbe r.coond pM IIf !be repOI1 points
lllt t, there: hn also been majo,
progr=; in the priority 3COOI'dcd 10
chi ldren . Officially .. leas~ govern
mclllS re:spect and ,'3J"" children as
llC\'U lief",,,. 1l'o<' Convention WI

the Righls oflhe Child cn terW inlo

fOltt in 1990 and had been ratified
by 179 coo ntrics as of the end of

Sqnembrr 1995.
If cttildrcn an:: Iovc<J and "allied,

...·hy an: they .<till !>tins usod as



l;aDD(lII-fod<ler'! A " 'Q/)' 1apOIl.'IC'

micht Ia,. !be: bIamt ... iaDatc
human alldl,. IIId dufllicily. A
C)'1lic .....,w,;I ., que IbII iJIcu..
_ IdM$iaq CVI'mlp' IIa d<.:
IilIlc Illttt lhUI _ our >mIibii

Iie5. and m. all COii .UIIiub and

liedaram ..iU ineoilably aun.,le
bdore \be blImi alalWl.

UNiCEf rakes a ditl"mIll .lew.11
bcrteves Ihal Ihi. ll"P belwe<:n
rlIelOric and IUl ily l'q'II'tSoen.. a hi..
lllric challenge. III .....punsc 10 50

lIlIldI desuuaioo and pam. tbcre
1Ia"c also ben lIIlJIn'CNc'DUd
df_ II pr:ac>l'INlciac IIId~
for~ viaimL n.:~ _ is

\Ill ...stI,.mhwrc ..., ........... 10

pmomI flRR: CXlIlfIil:ls aDd 10 limn
support .-icticM.

UNICEFIqIICS m. concall for
d1iklrro i$ one ol dloc meallS. We
believe !bat love .00 respect for
thiklrett an: key to humanJllUilll
lIl10J political pro8JC~' . Moor of
lOday', n10lIt inlnlCtable di.<p,llea.
for o.1l the dhnic or rdipow: ch3tav
ltr dley~. an: II hean mug_
ps ror _ IDd far surm'J1.
Tada,... p'Clblans of po:werty IDd
.ioblcl< will _ SlUi* .-.ss
we icwc:st .. tile pllysic:aI. -.I
IDd ell" """'. <be", I" 1M of ...,
Ik'J, I ,o...aioo.

C..cem for dlildrm ill abo •

....,. of Iddressina \Olli;y'• •iolcla.

........ an: .. .... 10 djYfp"2'"

~ buI we em II bot._
pIC ...... dfeas IDd enlUft ....

lbfy do IlOt t;;qet d1i1dml and
WQlIII:ll, To lI\aI c:ad.1bis TqIOIIllCU

OUI UNICfF. AnD-....Apemll: •
series of 0IqlS I!UII wehe:tie-." to be
bach lUiiui<: and d'fea ....e mcIl11at
would dl1lmalically improve Ihe
... II ·brinl of chiJdc.,n ;n . i1\11lioni
of cll1Inict. Vlul mcasuru he",

includt ",movlng c hild soldiers
Iium the balllefidds. and baM ilII
\be~of"CijJOidwdl.

axi·penoMd bnd-mincs .... ar
Id emu.. 8met iafamorion em
abo play a pre .... .- publiely
~ ad~ly clont
_ j<lI(lCick and~ of n 
tw'I: IDd tape to -.. pw:tIti.al

~ IbII "'" WOI1d i' 'to'UdI
i"l--dlll lhen: "'ill be no impunity,

Beyond defending children. .."
shouldalso use child prolCClIon 1.> .
ffiClII1S of upming up dia~, The
ideI ofchiJcnn 1$ 'I.one5 of p"_'
lias abady~ iIS -'II willi
k .........lII,. ~fiR:s10 allow chilo
dml ill__ 10 he: .....i • rJ,

or 10 1IlIow rood "'f'P'ie" 10~

dwoIIP-r Ia:s.
AI !he _ linE. ...., need 10

~ ldIabil i..uon. Mq chil·
drm ....... iInmodiIlc: IlCed< for food

or w iler. They also~ psy
cbasocial "'ppor!_ bdp lbcm

~ fnllll " .-"a1 ............
~-.~oodal

rdlabililllion. 1.1 maD)' <:L Joclay'.
c:hroDic di'P'.........u doai IIOt

~. it me",t,. .ub!o~ . u..
lIinc:d pm1ly by Ibc: pcni or
...~ tnd Ibc: p...'a miliwy
ethos. AvoidinJ futureCOI\nicl$ will
mjuilll nOi jus1 caring ror the
you.ngul victims of war, but ~1.'iO

cduaMi"l them for pella.
The Anli._ Agenda~ DOl \be

proposition IbalIllUdlfI \beInFdY
befallia& chikkm is p'..e ....
n.:nil....... Ibis1qIClIt ......

_ ee, after aU. clrivn by
Ilormaa bdlt¥iour. Chikkm _ suf
feriac Ili • dirttt and~
......"'q'......... of !be dccisioM rJI
adu.... lf......nicl--... UmeJ.1O
be ,,,,:=v,'a ble, lher'c i5 noIhinl
inevilllble aboul ehildml bearing
the bnm\ {II' iii ~~ucnc:n. Bro·
Ia1ity. violence, r;epe andl~
all WOlol1d 5lop Il)IDOfTOW if till: will
10 ssop l:bcm o:Uwd. or if tIM: R:SI <:L
lIStIevNd mcus 10compd lbcm III'"-1.1 so daiIrt- 1hc: ...nd would be

Iiviac lip 10 tIM: " ..' ..' pII"'
pll5e fI\be U.ned NIlioM Cbarter:
-_ .10 Ave flM"""'dinc r:a....1lioib
fn)QI lbc: SCOU/'F or_.~

"





Children in war

The cSlablishmem of the
United Nalw after World
War 11 raised hopes of a

new rnI of peace. This was """r·
optimistic. Bt1wlXn 1945and 1992.
the'" were 149 major wan<. killing
~ than 2_~ million prople. On llIl
" =ic yearly bali'.lhe number of
wa, dealhs in Ihis period w.... """"
rhon doubk: the dcalhs in the 19th
cemury. and SCVC1l times greeter
than in the 18th cenmry.J

War IIJId political upheaval have
~n rearingwholeCOUIIM apan
from Bosnia and Hcrzcgl>Vina to

Cambodia lORwanda . And this vor·
leJ: of violence is socking in cver·
lalger numbers mchildren. Entin:
genentioos have grown up in the:
midst of brutal armed conflicts. AI
tbc: end of 1995. confl ictshave bc:c1I
running inAntola fot ""et 30ycarll.
in Afghanistan for 17 yea... in Sri
Lanka for Il )'elI1S ami in Somalia
for 7 yean;.

Child",n ha,·c. of COIl'"". oJ""lys
11<....... caught up in warf"", . T1Iey
usually have linle choi"" but 10
c~pcricnre. at minimum. the same
1>omIrs as !bei. parenls- as casual
lies or even combatants. And chil
dren have always been particularly
cxjXlSOd. Wbcn food supplies have
ron shon, it is children who have

_ ·O"',,/ ....ri'*",,/,_U.. ""
-"",....--.~.... rlIw·
"". ......~ ... _ " f",-_
"""'''N.Ii-,. """ ",,/'0" 01_ </rill.

be<:n han!e51 hil, sincetheir growing
bodies need Sleady supplics of
essential nUlnenlS .When Wille, sup
plies have been contaminated. it is
chik\rl:n who have had the lea$l
m<istanee 10 the dangers or disease.
And the lrau"", of CXpCl5UIe 10 viol.
lenro and brutal dc.alh has emulioo·
oJly affecled generalions or young
people for the res! or their lives .
Recent dc_c1opmenlS in wmare
have signirornnlly hdglucncd the
dlulgcrs (orchildren. During tbc: !<lsI
decade. it is esnmared (and I1leic
figures. whilespeciflc•• re necessar·
ily orders or "",gn;ludcj W I chikJ
viCli.m 1Ia.'c indudOO:

~ 2 milli"" killed;
~ 4·S milli"" dj""blrd ;
~ 12 mi//ioo l,jr hom,I,:u;
~ morr IIIDn I milli"" IJI'phaMd

""se"",,,'rd from ,l1I'i' parrms;
~~ 10 mi/ll"" p.)clItJIog jcall)'

lrillmwlizcll.·
lbe increasing number of child

_ictims ;" primarily cxplained b)'
the hi,.hcr """"",ion o f civiliM
dcalh5 in m:cnt conffirts. In the
wars <If the 181h, 19lh :u><I early
20th tenlPoo. ooly aboul hair the
victims wen: civllians.

In the lalcr dcC<Ides or lhis ten·
WI)' the prop::.rtion of civilian vic·
tims has been rising sleadily: in
World War II il was two lbird., and
by the end of the 1980s il was
almosl 90 per tenl.'

This is panly I tuncnon of
lechnolugy. A"'ial I>omhardmenl

Entin generations have
grown up in the midst 0/
brutlJl anned conflicts.At
the end 0/ / 995, conflicts
have been running in

Angola/or over 30 years,
in A/ghani$tlJn/or t7 years,
in Sri Lanka/ or JJ years
and in Somalia/or 7 years.

u



Recently, in 25 countries,
thousands ofchildren
under the Qge of I6 have

fought in wan . In 1988
dione, they numbered as
many as 200,()()().

"

ha.' exlended Ihe poxtmilll hanle
zooe 10 entire national leI1ilOOe<.
World War [] saw a musi'"
;rocn:"", in ;ndiscrimina~ killing$.
wilh lh(, bombing~ of Co''''n lJ)'and
Dresden. for example, and lhe
lllmnk bombs that ""." dropped on
Hiroshima and Nag2~aki And Ihi.
pllitern was repealed in Ibc VICI

N= WM. which ;< .,<tinl3l«l It>

ha_e ro.<l 2.~ million uves.
A f~r ~anse of lhe rising

dealh ll>ll for civilians is lhal JOOSI

comcmpon.ry conflicls are nol
be".'ttn S\2Ie<. hut wilhin lhem..
Ralher than being >el.p~ battle!;

between conlending llrnIles. Ihe>e
nre much """" complex alTaifll
strIlggles belween !be miliUlr)' and
civilians. or belween conlending
groups of armed civil i""s.ll!ey nre
as likely 10 be fOlJghl in village< and
suburban s~1S ... anywhere else.
In Ihi. cas<:, !he .,,,,,my nmp is all
arounJ. anoJ di"illtlions belW,""",
rombaWIl and rt(ln-(Onl b.1WIl mell
away in the su.<picioo, and confu·
sions of daily strife. In 1994. lhe
UN Dtpanmcn! of HUnlllllilmlUl
AfJ3inI lqlUfIod IhaI IJ countrie.s
hlld ongoing "complCl< emergen·
ei<$- of lhis type, DIId il classified
met 20 million people as ·....ulnera·
ble-, il al<u liSled 16 0100 countries
wilh polential emerxenci....

Fami liesandchildren lire OOIjUSl
gcll;ngcaughl in In. cms<llre.!hey
nre al'" likely III be specific ll<lJ:ClS.
This is breau'" many comemporary
snuggl.. arebe1~n diff.,rem eth·
nie groups in Ihesame rounu)' or in
former StaleS. WhenCIhak loyalties
pm'ail , a pc:rilOIls logic clicks in.
~ escalation fcum ethnic ~pc:ri .

,....ill' 10 .,lhnk cleal1'i;ng In gm<>
cide. as we have _no CIll become
III imsiSlibie JlIUCCSl'. Killing adullS
is lhen 001 enoogh; fUlwe g<:ncnI
linns uf the enemy-lhcir chilo
dren-m<l51 elso be diminalcd. As
line polilical commcnlalor ex
pm;sed il ia a 19'14 radio broadca.<l
be:r~ viclcece crupled in Rwanda.

""To kill Ihe big ralS. you have 10 1011
!he mue I'lll,,"l

In Ibcsc dmunSI3rk.= cl~ify·

;ng ~uch pm<'Cssc< as 'complu
emergencies' i~ incomplete. Tosay
!heyare conlpleJ< is 1nIC enoogh.bul
lhis would rover lIlO!'l forms of
human ..."l.iv;ly. It al<o ob.;cures lhe:
fao:! WI uesc are fundamtmaJ ly
pIllilkaJ di<pUl""_E>'en III S1>l' lhat
lheyarc 'cmergcncies' isopdmislic.
~uggesting ll1at wy will soon be
o_er. Ralher. the'" are chronic
forms of soci:ll conniet whose vio
lent repercussion~ in lhe fomt of
' lQIai war' rould be: fdl for l'e-,lTS or

""'''''' ......
Children as soldiers

MOSI child casnalrie.< are civili."".
8u I one of lhc ~ deplorable
de\..,lopnlCfllS in "",...1 years ha<
been Ihc ir>cn:a-;ing II«' of l'OlJng
children lIS soldiers. In one ,",11SC.

tltil; is II<~ ~a11y new. Fur centuries
children have been involved in mil.
i1llr)' C8ll1pa;gn_ child mtings
00 warships. Of as drummer boys 00

Ihe hallldieids nf Eumre. lodetd
Ih.\ -' ·infll'b)". fur focHoldit:n.
can also mean a group of yoong
pet>ple.. Whal i' frightening nowa·
t1al'~ i. Ihe escalallon in Ihe u'"' 01
children as fighten;. Recemll'. in:25
countrics. thousands of children
under ilie ~>e of 16 !la,,, foughl in
" 'ars.1 In 1988 alone. lItel' num·
bered'" many as :!OO.fXXl.

One reason for lhi. is lhe prulif
enll;OO ollighl weapon.. In uepa<l.
children were 001 parliClllarly enee
nve a.<r"'[II·lill!: fighlerS sir>cc IIK)S\

of !he lelhal hardware w.. 100

heavy and CIlmbel....."'e for !hem 10
manipu lale, A child mighl ha''''
been able In wield a ''',>nl ur a
machete IN! was "" m:llch for a
similarly armed adulL

H""'twer. a child wilh an assauil
rine. a Suvie'l-madc AK-47 or an
American />1 · 16, is a feM~me

nl3.lCh for anyone. 'ree se weapons



I dream of peace: The words of
children in former Yugoslavia
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A teenage soldier's story
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we "ery simple: 1(> use. The AK47
can be snipped and reas$Cmbled by
Rchikl of 10. The rifles ha,l' also
becom.: much <:be3Jl"l" and ~
widely"""ilohlo-ha,'ing few [1\0\'.

ing JXlIU they ilIl' el< lremelydurolble:
and ha,.., steadily acetlmulalCd in
WllJ lOIIe>I.

Since their inlroduetioo in 19J7,
afll'lIId 55 million AK-47s have
been sold; in 00l: African cuunlry.
for cump!e, theycost 00 more than
USSii each.9 The: M·16 is jUlt
as ubiquitous, and ha.< been lie·
lCrib,:d by one mililaly historian as
the "t",nsistor ",dio of modem
w..ram:' t"

Besides I>:ing ablc ll> usc lethal
""""J>OllS. children ha'-e 0Iber aJ·
vantages as soldiers. 'They oreeasief
W intimidate a.nd theydoas they arc
lold. ""'y = also 1"". likely than
<>dull' to run away and they do no!

demand $.ilIarie..
In long-dra"'n-OUl cooflicls chil·

""'" also become I '0I1ucd 1'CIiOUm:.
Many CUm:nl disputeS have lasled a
gttlCrJlion or tIlOl'e-half of those
under way in 199.1 h:uI ~n going
(>II for more then a decade.Children
wOO fl,,,'C grown upsumlluKled by
viol.""" ."'" this as I pcnnancnt
W'~y of lifc.Alone, orphaned fright.
ened.~ and frustroled, they will
oftcn final ly clKKlllc: tn fight. In the
Philiflll ine._, ",hich has r.ufferetl fill"
decides from a "'7Ir of in$U~ncy.

many chiklren have become sol
dien a' SOOIl as ,hey enter their
!;Co.<. When "d......'ls;lfl!! eklsed and
famll~ frogmcnted. uere an: few
,nil"""""" that can oomJIC!e with a
warrior's Iife. lI

lndud. in~ drctl"'-<talK:CS. a
military unit Can be something of a
refuge-------1lerviDg as a kind of surro
gate family. In Uga.nda in 1986, the
National Res;sl.1JlCe Anny had an
estimat. d 3,000 children, many
under 16, including son girl.. moM

of ,,'bom had been oqIhaned and
who look"" on the Army as a
I"O"JlI"""ment for their I"""nlS.tl

At a n>oR: ba.<il: 1~1. joining an
army may also be. the only .....y In

survive. Many children jlli"",,
armrd grtJUl'S in Cambodia in the
19l1Os as thobest" ';\y U' secure fuod
and proo:<:tion. Similarly, in Liberia
in 1990, chiklre1l as young :lS SC\'Cn
were seen in rumbat bocauS!:,
acconIing to the Director nf the
Liberian Red C"",.. 'lhose " 'ith
guns could wrvi'l'." In Myanmar,
I"""nl< volunteer their childn:n for
the ",1>:1 KlIR:n army be<:auS!: the
guerrillas provide c101hes and 1"'0
Slj= meals a day: in 1990.an e<li
mated 900 of the 5,OOO-s1t<Jng
KMcn Army wen: u"""r the age
of 15, IJ

Vtnally, cmldren may also ha"e
lICIi,'C re:>SOOS 10 waallO fighl.like
adults, they too may see themselves
fi&Jttillg (or <odal jU_'1ke---<ts was
oflcn thecase in Cenlt:lll America or
Sooth Africa--or they may want 1lI
fight for their religious I>:lids or
cultural i~ntity. In more pcrsooal
t<:mlS, they may also be: ...,king
n:'",uCC for the deaths of their par.
<':Its, brothers or siSleTS.

Many children, themore, wanl til
become soklim; and offer them
selves for ",rvic". Oth"", are "" IiI>
crately =rIli""'_This was lJUC iu
u\>Ori. , " 'hort a qUllrttr of thorom·
balanlli in the ,"arillWl fighting fae
t,,"'S "'ere chikirell-W/llO. 20.000
in all. Indeed. the National f'atriolic
Front of ubc:ri. had its own 'small
boy. lIJ1il ', /1IJIging In all" from 6 to
20 (Pantl 2),

AI"TTI<1l graul'S will oft.n aim
their propaganda srec ifically ~l

yoongJlCOIlIe.. In Sri LaIlk.a. the u l>
e"'tion Tigers of Tamil Eclam
(LITE) have bc:.n panicularly
lICIi"e in the school system. ind<>e·
lrinali ng child",n.

In ttese drcuntstaores, childn:n
can be upected to join up. But """n
if theydo noI volunt.... theymay I>:
re<':Nitod forci bly. Ovu (he past
decade. go' 'e-rnJTlC'nt (orces in F.J
SaI,'Ddof. Ethiopia, Guatemala and

Children who have

grown up surrounded
by violence see Ihis as a
pt nnant nt way oflife,
Alone,orphaned,fright
ened, oortd and f rustro1td,
they will often finally
(hoose In fight,

"



Myanmar. among <>Ihtrs. have nil
conscripled chiWrnn. 10 the 1980s.
the &hi<>pi." army " 'OIIld kidnap
bnys of IS Of younger frum the vii·
!;Iges and the [l' NlfeSl quartersof !he
eil;es, as well as from schools."
Opposition mo"cmcnu in many
countries h:!ve alw seized chil
IRD-ali in Mg<llil. Mwambiqlll:,
Sri Lanka and !be Sudan.

11le Rcnamo forces in Mozam_
bique, rn panicuJar. s)'Slcmalically
practised foreed ft'C"';lmcnl.
Rcnamo had at leas! 10.000 boysol·
dfers. some a~ young lIS foi~ yean;
old. Similarly. in Angola. a 19'B

J survey foulld lIIal 36 per C",l! of
', children h;od accompanied or

-.,._-.,.-.,.--' snpflOllcd soldirn. and 7 per cem
-:- of Angolan chiklrnn had r.~ al

17><fi~ .. /Io.uio-.I I/ , ,=,>,"';";' lid> ",,, ...body. l!

... 'I'<'..,j 1M t4iW-. ",~ """".. Once ~itetL child"'" undecgo
""' . ",lJ ..""" .............- \'al'ying o:Icgreoi of indocIrin:tlion.

oflen ""rg;ng OIIlM bruL:lI. While in
tile carll' 1980s rebel groups in EI
Sal\.. dor oITcrW primary schQvl
insuuctiQtl, usuaUy the l"'ining
offered is Ic... beneo.nlem. loo;l>e
I1ClU5 childR:n in Peru. who have
been fOl'tUl IOjoin. guenilla bands.
hn"" Or.dergOllC 1",,& periods of
forced political illdoctrin:uiun. And
0Ihcrs have ""ff"red particularly
brutal forms of in<lllction. Sorroe
n!:bd groups in C~rnbudia and
MflZamb;quc lUmeoJ ~bildm1 into
fie"'" warriors by subjecl;ng them
to a brief period of lerror and phys·
ical abuse--'socializing" !bern imo
v;ol.""",. Much tI>t- same lhill$ has
been happening ll\Of(! n.,«nlly in
Sierra Leone. where in 1995 lbe
Revnlul;onary UnilM Fronl 1>1$

been raiding vHlages lO caplu",
children inlO i'" flUIb and rom:
them 10 wilJleS.~ or lake pan in me
lO~ and e'~Ulioo of llteir own
relalives. Thu.' ""dawed and bnnal
i7.ed. and often fed cr.lCk or 0Iher
drup. 1bc children ba,.. been led lO
nei&"bouring villag~ to repeal !he
eJ<ereil<e.16

Cbildrrn'~ aaual ccues in war-

"

fan: CO\'er !be ""hole = ge of mill_
1aJ)' acli.ilies. Al relatively qlliet
limes in camp l/li.< may be liule
mo", lban cooking or cltl)'ing
waler. Being small and iocoo§.picu
IJUS. children als" bave p3r1icular
,.. luc 1$ ~ngersor "" ~pi... In
Uganda in 1986.!beNalional Resi..
uece Army scnt dlilw.:n inw !be
capital 10 sl"" lhe gO\'cmmem forti·
ficalinns and when lite sbelling
SClJIrd. 1bc children mingled with
Ole fleei:lg crowds and l/lrew band·
grenades al lrI><:ks full of go,-ern ·
menl ,;oI<.licn;.Il

And wbile child"'n migln be
Ibougbl W be lite people deserving
grealeSl protc<.1~ "', .. soI<Jin> they
are uflen consillcred The moSl
e.-<pendable. During lbe lron·111lQ
.......... child soldiers, for example,
were scnt 001 nhead in W"J''CS OWr
mineflelds.1t

Torture end rape

Many cbildren suffer appalling vio
lence as soldiers. !luI evcn lhuse
who remain 'civili:ms' ean be sub
jcc1cd 10horrific e.-<pt:ricr>c's. Any_
thing lbal ~-.... be done IU lIdul""
however monIDouS, can also be . is·
ilCd 0Cl cbilw.:a. CbildreTl lla,'C been
lorTured "-~ pan <If cnllC<:1i\'e pun;!JI·
n""nlSfor whole communities. Dr as
a me<UlS of e.-<lno..1ing information
aOOul peers or P"""'t~. lky bave
also been Tortured 1$ a w~y of pU'"
ishing their parent' , or in ."me
CllS<" .,imply for enlenainmenl .
Orce ;m~ in l/lis savage em'i·
moment. dilTcrer>ces of age SOlin
.eem inclcV3Jlt.

nus aL<o means lhal c'hildren are
as likely as alIullS 10 be ~aPI1IrI:d

aDd imprisoned. The lrealmenl
of cbild prisoners is a maUer of
increasing cu"cem-panicularly
in Rw:tnd:i waere. for lITe firstume
in bi' lory. ebild"'n b,"c bttn
imprisor>ed and an! facing lJial for
gCll<X'ide.

In ~se violent cin:umslan«S.



,,'omen IUldgirl>;n panladar ~ffer
Lhe oddrd U'IIun.. of ."", lIIl abuse
and rape. ..'hleh p.ycholl1Ki,u;
Mklllify I!i Ihc mosl intrusi~ or
lra umalic evcnl.<. Wi!huul hdp,
g;rl> will cany lhe IonJ-~rm

effects of SIIdI~ illlo lheir
8dull li\'C$.

Saw yiolo:Jloe ;. particularly
«lfI\I!lI:Nl in ethroil: roafJic\,;. In
fighQnc In 80wlilI and tkr.qoyiDl
.... em.ua. it .... bfctI ddibcnlc:
policy Jo rape IeftI>CC' pm IIllI
fom: thc:m La beao ' l!lc \"I'ICIII)"" .
child. A Ea....... Con1muIIIry faa,f....ue ll:am~ IhIt _

dmI 2O.lXl) MlISIim wornaI ~

been nped ill Bc....u. iinao fi&hti..""*" ... ill Apil lm."
In R..-andi. rape .... bom sys

lmY'iAtIy avd e I .apoa of
dllIlic claMiac III de:!.tru» COInIftIl
my lies. III _ rIIilk. YimlelIy
~ ldel 'Ill girl wbo Md
.. IIIEk by !he IDilirilo ......
quenIIy nprd. Mal)' of Ibooie who
IlecInlI: pee- weft' lheol ClOoIn
riud bylbcir famillo IIIdc_ _

nily: """" r.. t m£ir bahoc>..
""'= t:OalaIiued JIIicidc.. la tile'
R=Imo camps ill Mozambiqlle.
Y""'l& boys, . '110 1hem:lchu had
bom InP>Mi4d by wi f_
qao:tII1y iIIf1icIaIll£Jl1III >ioIece 1M
)'001", p I:< ",,-",;og lO kill or
sarw I!ImI if Ilw:y~.

EY£:II .- and Pb .ilo.,
Dol pIlysic:aUy form! 10 tw.'£ su.
may sUDbe Dblip 10 uw;Ic ....lIIl
ta."OIm for food. wltct or physiAl
prolOCtion for 1bemwl''I!S or lbrir

"'......
n." rise of 5Qwolly Inn$IlIiucd

di«ut' Illd partiadarIy of HI VI
AIDS, is lhmfOl'£ ilk'vlllbk. One
faclor conuibuling 10 l!ll' bleb rile
of AIDS it! Upndo COIIkl be 1lIat
M;lQl£ WOOII:II IlllIl It) lllltle sex fir
sc<:urily durinl Lhe <'<lU1Ilr)'.' ciyU
...... A. 11£l<tI11.lhe lICIt~

is :II an even IJUlef dlsad\':UI~,

1$ mon: chl ld~n "'" born w' lh
AIDS or are orpI\alw:d

Uprooted children

1lle W;t\'I!S of yiolc:nce \hat h,m,
)wrpt ICTOS5 lhe .....-Id in RUllI

years ha\'£ up<OOlOO clIOrmOUS
nwnlxt1 0( ptopIe---« Ieut half of
",'bumat'£dlildJm. SOme lR clal>.";"
rocd as 'l/isplKIecI·.Iwvi", I1cd 1brir
homes 10 lnO\'e e'--ben: wilhin
llw:ir ""'" coulIUy; lllbmi :lI£

'lCfu;cn' ..tlo 111\'£ CfllIUc:d bor
den ;11&0~ <'<lU1IIries.

1lle IOlIl ........... ol..,..ooled peo.
pic is CUR£nIly""'" ~) rnillm
0lIII' OUI of~II~ poopIe DO anh
,.. bee.- form! inw fJ i&lLz, SiDcc

line quanm of ref'uFeI ba\'e I1cd
fn;m _ lk\'dopill&~' 10

1DOlho:1', dPJ pAns .. CMJi_

MJ1lin, CIll COUlIIries Iha aIn:ady~
I"'oI*n...... fu Ib:ir O'foll popu
"'""-

WhcII rorad ..... squalor aad
dtprMIio»-lbe~ IXlIt

~ofl£fuF~

....~ mt.. One <If che
_ sma.. I"'ubla•• it ..I ' . 

IioL Ia 1992. I£fUltt poplbcjops ia
Somalia Iilad mnnallly ,..,. ......,.
muda IJi&la Ihan 6atri1ll pesee.
~ Iw.'£ becD ...ilbpud 01;1I

breab of mim:JnuIIient c!j

SIdl • Jewry. beri-.bai... pr....
pa.12 "-l ia Aaaob. l..ibcria ara:l
che Sudan, che pm"'" of .....
inc .... _ thaa 40 ..,.. 1:eIIl. In

!he Goma rcfup ear.., in eas&mI

laUe in 1990&. I dlIllcn cpidemic
t illed so.ooo propk in just 0Clt--MOIl. I£flllll'C and di.placed chil_
Iftn ....d wiIh !heir familits. BUI
IIIlln)' 10M wi.- pam>I.<. 'Unaccom
ptnitd llIillln' ryp;eaJly _ r..
up10 ~ prI" o;m\ 01 1 mup popu.
lalioa. and oI\m " ...e as childrm
IIr£ Iw. ~oo or P)lh:tncd in
Lhe panic: of fiiaJltP In RW11IIda ill
me cnd ur 1\1'9.1. an esl imaled
J 14.000 d tikln:n hal been ....,..
raloo from lhc:lr f;milies':' In
AnlQl .. a 1 99~ UNICEF sul\'C)'
roond lIIal 20 per cenl ur children

CW_._~_II4#»-,....---,....J-iIi.n ..."._ft;lJ!«U



In Somalw, during
1992, halfor more ofall
the children under jive

on I January were dead
by 31 Duember.

had been sel'ar:ued al 110"'" ti"",
fR)l1\ their parcms and ",Iativcs.~

AJlOOSt all scpanllions arc acciden
tal. but sollle arc dcljber:ue. Hai
lians and VielJW11ese. for example,
Ita,·c somcIimcs scnt childrenahead
in boats in lite hope that lite wbuk
family will lind il CUlt!" 10 gain
asylum.

One nf the mosl diswro;ng cases
of I",! child",n h"-< emerged ;n !he
civil ....ar in $OlIlhcm Sudan. Apart
from the main govern"",nt and
"Pl""'ition groups. there are alw
various militias thatSP«'oolC1I'(H" by
pillaging vill:lt;e. and killing lJ<

""i,ing !heir inhal>itants. Fearing
caplure or death. at Ie...' l 20.000
Sudanese young people. IIloslly
boy, br t....« n the ages of 7 and 17.
hnve /lNJ tllt-ir barnes..Thousands of
girls h....c alS(l been killed or
abducted by the: raidcts. but few
have run away from the:ir villages
since it is IJ"o(R difflCUll for girl\ IO
en,is;I~", life oot<idc the:,r families.
These '105l boy" of the Sudanha.'e
been trrkking enormou, dis18.lIttS
ove.-" vast unforgiving wi lde"""",.
sedin! refugc from the Iightil\&;.
Hungry. frightened and "'cakened
by sleeplessness and ctseese, tllcy
ha.'e crossed from the Sudan into
Ethiopia and hock. M:my h'''~ diW
OIl lite jow"ney: most w rviVOl" at!

now in camps in tbc pan;hcd 1>lJ<\h.
Weslem plain.<of Kenya(Panel3).16

NO! all ""'t children will ",IIlain
on their O"-'n for long. Many who
have paned from lIteir parents are
sut.<cqklCntly taken ,n by "",mbol'$

t,f their e.<ten&<! f.unily or ronmw·
nil)'. In Mnzambi4"'" a large num·
ber of lhe estimated 200.000
orphaned and unaa:ompanicd clUl
dnm ha"e been absorbed by ex
tended fam;lies, or by members of
former commun,ties or clhnic
groups.:nOIhcrs are likely 10 end up
in the: cil'es. A 1991." OOy in Liberia
(oond thai0\"C1" 90 per ""nt of """"
clUldrcn wrvcyro who wen: living
or working on the .= had been

thcrc only ,i ll«' lite war. and over
half nf them said they wcre then:
bccllllSC tbey had been scpar.ued
from their families.;'lI

Famine and disease
Whether they are on their 0'olo11 or
wilh their parents.~I of the chil_
dren woo die in "'llf1ime have I>CJI

been IUt by bombs or bullct:< but
Ila... mumbed 10 star.'lItion or
sickness. In African w.us, lack of
Food and medical services. com
bined with lhe stress offtighL have
killed about 2{1 times """'" people
lh:m Ita"e nnnamems. One 1980
SlOOy in a war Zone io Uganda
attributed only 2 per cent of lhe
deaths to violcncc-w"""'"" 20 ptr
cent we", cnu<ed by di."",,-.. and 7S
per""nt b)' hllOger.Z'J And when "....
i. combined withdrought the W lh
toll can be enunnous: in Somalia.
during 1992. halfor IJ"o(R of all the
clUldn:n unJer five on I January
wen: dead by ]J Doccmber-mcl
around 90 per cent of thes" died
fmm the inlcl"llCliOll of malnutrition
and di""",<c.lO

Most such death. an"" f,om dis
ruplion of the nnrmal prodUl1ion
anddiSlribution of food.The manip
ulation of food supplies h.1s always
been a signiflCanl laC1ic nf " .... bul
has been u«'d palticularly ruth
le>..'\Jy of lme. For e~"'I1ple. in the
early 1980s. the: Elhiopillll Gffim>
ment used >;COrC1lcd~ l8.IC1icli io

destroy hundn:ds of thousands of
ac",S of food- producing land in
Tigr~y.l! And inAngnbt theUNlTA
forttS sowed IIlJl:C lIR'3S of IllII<1
with llIlti_pef5OIIIICl mines to ham

perfood prodllC1iOl> ingovmnt_
controlled areas. wbile mobiliring
and relocating ilS o."n supporters to
create food prodklCtion base,. In
many countries. grain storeS Itavc
alw been SUbjc<:1 to a\lad by rcl>cl
and government forttS.

War asc hinders the dislribulion
of food relief. Go'''''''''''''nl' oftcn



The lost boys of the Sudan
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Sanctions: Children hard
hit in Haiti
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rml their :lrTlIic.'l rIM, di>lributing
10 Iho: ~i\'ili;lQ popubliom OIlIy Iho:
food~ mnains. I. SornaIi:a in tbt
19l1Ot. cee ewimMe.wa:esled dllII
""I)' 12 per <:ellI nf some lOod m
WpalmlS rach<d Iho: pnlpk r...
wbl1tley w= _nded.~

No! <>DIy cIoes .... inlnTupllht
dislrillulioll nf food.. huI iI aI.so alb
....... ~, 0( _ , wiclI~

ri:>b ill dlic:>. n.: kIIlf: -.I dl:r.ts
um. .... IJI I ...... t.1 • oay
~ rI'ka na Iho: quauy -.I
qIWiIy of *illtiJl& "'WI". 0. 19!1O
SlYdy found lU 66 ptr tall of
\1ft.__ "'U<' <'QIlUmi-

UIC'd aad \IqI llOIC IhiJd of .......
l;OQIIJJIlIlitin ...= U$ia& M'fX"""
for _. dioposal,Jl \\ 'mr can
abo be • ""capJG 0( ,.... ... ~.

jevo. "''11ef ' ylolclm hi,'I: ddiber
alely been desllU)'~ 10 isolare and
bmU: oo..'n residclliial neighbour·
1Ioods: chlrinSI1le course or the " '31",

)() per Cl'nl or !be pumping ~y~l~m

:r.nd 60 p:r ~nl or the wale'" m:I.;ns·
l'ipinSha'·" h«n ....in""'} ·

Communil;<\!! al war also inevi·
CIbIy see llIIaCla , In thd r health
infr.btrUC1tm:. In Motambi".... be
l" 'm! 1982:Lnd 19lI6. O\~ 40 per
CC1I1 or beallh "nun ,..."., tit-
5UU)lld.~ Ht<1lth pu....."'1 arc abo
ofinI~ or llUly In>'i: ee
-..y. 111 Upada bc.'I..'ftII 1m
uU 19lI5, 1lalr!be dDcIors 11K! 110
~~ 01 !be plIarraarnt< .......
doni:d lb:~ ill -m of ba,
Ier uppurlWliiia. e~"""'-

tlx: Iact «food. deaoI_-'
......,... beahb eft ill "'31"~

l:la'U a1ll'lribk lOll 011 doiJdmo. Fa
coo ....... iI if; ....i' ~ WI. ill !be
pcno4 « cantlict r""" 1980 10
1981,Aa&ola bl: 3JOJXJJ dJiIr.I=
.... Mournbique 4'JOJllD 10 ...........~.

Sam;tlonl

Many p' oblcli~ or nutnl!Oll and
hWth can IlriIC IlOI jusl from mili
I3fy bill also from MlIlOOlic war-

tare- 1bc oulWe WIlOId trio l(I

pill pmlIUr¢ on e......l rqimG.
While !be Unil~ Nalioas fincb il
",ir nrinl for ..y.tonl 00llII00IIi
tics, lbe Security COIIIlCil is
iJnllO'inl~ sanroo. dllII
neaIe I11III)' of the _ poblenl<
for !he p:IOl" -.1 "du.....ll= D ·
ilI& Ibe: real UOJIIU viruWIy __

1IM:hr:d. n.e~ of
lbt lIaiIed~ Ililbsdf m::clI'"
..m..1his~ III Jtaw. 1995, be
dc5cribed oucti<.u. IS a blwII
imuWilUll. -rlley raise 1lle edIicIl
qIII'SlMla - he said.. -of ...-Ioedoer
~erillt in/1icle<d .. vuInenbIe
pOllpll in the WJel eouIIlJy if; a
Icpti_ IIUIlIi of~ pru
§U.., 011 poli!kal leaden ..huoe
bmroiwr if; unlitcly 10be Il'l"caed
by tb= pli&lll or tlltir~-n

Tbc: bllanee ~h«1 of ",,'o:raJ
y...us of WIClions a,ainSl Iraq
~ul~ aminimumof politicaldivi
dends .. alla;nsla hiih hunlllll priC'l:
paid priINrily by women :md ~hi l_

dl'tn. 1lII' r"",1Oll'oning ~Y'I"nl

provide'l bs \han 60per r;enl of lJ..,

""luiml l1ai ly calorie intuke. It.:
water and un.illliorl Sy WClllS an: in
a itIle or collapse, and lhere i~

a C'rilical lIborta&e or !i f...smn,
drup.JI In Haili. -. aanc<"- .-e
1loougbl 10 bro.... eo;! 1he 1ivu of
~ofdlildrl:n (P:inet 4~

The ".aume of war

Eoay onatIia rc..x:s ebiltkal 10

1M IIIruuP """"" bribII: aperi.
eaee... b>deecl. miltioa< of dlilclrtn
ba,.... beeo pn:wnt • ~ rw
beynad 1he wonl ,.;~ of
_ _Its. In Sar'ljew>. ...-h=
alnmI 0IIl: dliId ill rour .... bcl:n
-ud ill Ih= conIlia. lJ1'>'ICS'
~ a ........., 01 IJQS dIit
dml ill lhe llImmcr of 1993. II
found tbal 91 per cenI oflhe chiI+
dTen had nperieDCe<l wUin,
nearby. -n per cmt fell 'unbtlOlble
sormw' . and 20 poTeenl had lmity
in, dreams. Some S, per ccnl had

I t is n tilMltd '/wi, in 'he
p«iod ofcotifUctf rom

198010 1988, AngollJ lost
330,000 chi1dn n lind
McrJll'lbiqlle 490,000 10
_-ar-n/QItd causu,
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been shol al by sniperi'. and 66 flU
eem had been in a 5ituallllQ w~

they thou8ht they woold die.J'I
AnoIh~r surwy in 1995 in

Angola found lIlal 66 per IXnl of
ehildll:n had secn people being
mlll1len:d. 91 per .;enl had s«n
dead hodie>;. and 67 per .;ent had
secn pwpk: being u.xtured. bealen
or hun. In ~i1 . IIIOI'e I"",, lWi> lhirds
of children had li'-.:<I throughe'"ents
in which they had defied dwh."O

This IYJlC of aperienc:e can pr0

ducea range "fsymplOll1s.AnCf ue
genocic\c in Rw:mda in 1994. Dr.
Alben NarnOOje, c1ink.ol l"'ycbolo
gi'l al lhe National Trauma RCC<>\'
cry Ccn~, reponed: - Among !he
symplOm5 manifeslCd by dli ldren
are nightmares. diffirulty in ronl..,n_
l!'lIling. dcJlfl'.<.<ion and a ,.,n,<e of
hopelCSSllt'SS abouc!he fUltll'e.'· The
LJ N CommiSliion on HumlUl Rights'
SJlCCial Rapponeur on fom..".
Yugoslavia . imilarly rcport> on
interviews with childmJ: ~Mcmo

rio nfthc event ", rnain with lhem...
c~usinll C.w"me nighunarcs. daily
inuusive flashbacks of the uaumark
events. fo....., in>«Urily and biller·
lIaS.''''

h is uni\'m.ally lnle thai honifll:
""pcricO<:al ate SO deeply disturb
ing. so o\'etwbelming. thal a child
"",11 tl)' to . uppress bad memori~s

rather than confront them. But
many trlluml n:scarchon bolic""
lhal it is Ibo rcpI'CSSioo of memories
and feelings thai is al !he bean of
Ir.lUl\13 >o ffering in both !he sbon
and IOIlg leon.

Time docs nut heal lnull'''', A
child must be helped 10<:JIp"'SIi suf
fering and to confronl bad memo
ries. with !be support llIId guidan....,
of an empalhctic aDd infonm,d
aduh. The: very acl of talking or
wricing abouc. Of even ocling 0111,
l1'aumatic events is a "1ly for a child
to begin bealing and .wi on the
f\lIId t" recovery.

E,'CrY CUlllll'C hasits own way of
dealing wllb trllurTllllic experiellCCS.

In Sooth.F.asI. Ao;ia. studiesof Cam
bodian. Lao and V",tr1lIInC$C people
shuW lmot each !Ia.. ,'cry different
ronccplions of psychosocial dis·
tress. And muchatso depmls 00 the
fnmily ci",um:;!lInCCS of lho chil_
dren, as well .. 0fI lhoir agc and Ibo

","nrc of lheir ""1""'"'' 10 uanmalic
eve,,".

In all eu1curcs. one of the II\OSI

important factorS is the eohosioo of
the family and community. and lhe
dcgrtt of nurture and suwon thai
children~ lOOttd.. one of the
mo<l ~gnllicant "...... lr.1tJ.m.a' of all.
partiC1llarly for younger children, i.
simply sefl3l3lion (rom parents-
ofto:n """" disl/"C!;Sing lhan the war
activities lhemselves.· 1

Adol""""".. al,;o face pmticular
pmblems. They arc al a lime of life
"'hen l/Iey HrI' undergoing many
phylical and emotiooaI cbang... In
"""'" way,;. they lII1: ",..,n moo:
vul""""b1e lhan younger children
since they rerugniu heucr Lhe sig
nificance: of the ",..,nlS unfoJdillj
arooDd them. Aid work(n in Bo<nia
llIId Herzegovina have heCOl encccn
1C1in1l adolescents wllo have '''''''p"
ing cri."",'. ,,'110 anompl .uicide:.
" 'M are in a state of depressionarod
wllo 00,,,, in<,..a<cl \e,..,1.< of ag_
J:fI"'siOfl and dclinqu'''lCy.·J

Military expe nd iture
the opportunity cost

Even if they h;J,"C neverseen a gun.
1l1il1ions or children S\lffcr from
wars. as resecrecs lIlat could have
been invested in C\C...dopmtll1 Me

diwned inco a.nnarncnlS. llldcod.
one of the. II\OSI disU<:...,ing ",ali ti..
of our time i. that """'C "..... have
been f""&hl in pn:ciselyuese coon
eses thai could Ie$!. afford them.
In 1993. l~ we", 42 cou"tri..
willi major COJIfliclS and ;moihcr
37 that Were suffori ng fmm """'"
kind of political violence. Of~
79 countries. 65 "..,re in thedevelop
ing world." And mililal)' s(X"nding



poo.uyift 199)"lI5CllimMdIO bc:
USS19lI biIIioa. d: ..1lidl USS121
billioa .... $pall UI ~kJpiDl-II ....... clear Iha l'O'\'<Iy 0llIIl
lxk of dc-oclopiam fuel~ Illd
rsal:ue bo§lililics. and th;Il
impl'O"cmenu in ilUCb arc.. ..
nutrilion. hcallh. tducalion.. _cr,
qnil.lion Md family plann.ing
wll\Il~ 11(> far 10 m1uce lhc underly·
Inll ClWICS of SO many WW'$, Tl>c
year2000 goal. for chilfJn,... wbidl
call for aa lSli.IUI! oa po>Vty
and "'..s..dc:.dop..... dwup »
_ ...1Il in Ihcse _ could be

acbinw for USS30 Ilillioa 10
USSlO lIillioa • '10' _ Ib-. is

~y..~,:.:....,..............
~'e. tllis _ I rclllivcly
~ sum of money. C........ lbc
dtclillC in military apc1ldil","",
from 198710 1994: CllIIIUIaliw: .....
inp of lICariy I trilli"" dollan..'"
This>hoold h.>l' _ :till. lrnnsfcr of
silrable sums of money 10 social.
llCOIlOI1lic and cnvironnvmttl pro
If'i\IIV1ICS. lnslead. il oppr.ar.I thai
>"nllllly all d: \ha;c ....inp havt
JOIIC 10 1uI;t1 dtflcil mnimc
lad _de.cJopa:IIl npcndillRs.
nbs ........ "'" utre:lIlCly ohoo
5i&hilld policy.

Al !he same Iimc. dc:opilt lbc

IMraII JIabM dcdinc." . i....S

d: KarDI: ,.....a:s coeIinulo 10 be:
lkvoled 10 ~I$. Ik1...CCll
1960aJld 1991.1Ola1 ann.w mili1ary
c~pmdil\m,. by dcvclopinl coun
1ries: rose from USS27 billion 10
USS12 1 billion.... Sll<lly . _ah.
_ of lhe sl«,pc>! incrc:a.<es
oeeurm:l in !he ptl(nSI countries.
ADIOla. Edtiopia. Mo bi'l"".
M,-nar. SomaIiaaad Y have
for .....y )UrS spcnII _ docir
military tban lhcy U>'c c. Illcir
pcopk', educalioa and heallll.
Mollcy lpeIIl c. .... coUd tRw:
IIftn pili 10 much beuer use. The
Uailcd Nalx- Dc.c1op...... I'ftl
~(UNDP)_~ Iha

rt>dlm:Iinc juat 0fIC quncr of de..
>'dopirIc ......its· lllliliury upen
dirwc cou ld ha>"C pnwickd lhe
iIIIiIiiboallI mo..ttS II) imJ4:uw".
_ d: dlc yea" 2000 pl"JOl .......

primary ItcaIdt .... fur .... i ·
rtilaIioa of all childmt, diminm...
or.sevmo nulIIutririort, pnwisKln of
aat. drinkin, ..-eer for al~ uni¥ers;r;1
prirrwy cdUC'lion, 1'I'duclion of
illi'e......)'. and family plannlnll.·1

In ft'«nl y.ars, hovo'C\I<:r, lhere

hal beat, u rtoIU!. IOI'IlC limilcd
illlpl'lWClllCll in boIh tk>'dopinl
and iDdawiaIi=I ............ As •
~Il., . 1InOI;I 1Ias Wk:lprd w.o.....
• eIobaI drop ill military Gpmdi
~ and . .... ilt lOcial spcad
illI (flc\Rl 2. )). Erilra.~
MozamlIiquc. Upncb ud Zim_
bIIra"C _ r' Impks of~

t:OUIlCnCS ilia M>'C Il1lNIcd Ill""
Ioc3Ie 1llrirh"'v'S

Yet. di~ prioritirs remain
and lhe indll'llriali/cd counlries
mU$I sltan: nosponsibiliry ~i....., lhey
m lhe donrinanl ann~ ~upplien .

Thr Iup fi,l' apor1crlllO developing
"""-"tlricl .... 1hc fi>., pcrmmcnl
mcnolle.. of the UDiled N.....
SccuriIy Council. Wjlll lbr Clld or
Ihc cold .... lbr ......... .,..
Iriesill dlc ricII camaics _ la'lm

IIiiQa ror ...,.. makrts .buha'
Ihry can find ihem---oftm wi... lbr
radlu.<iallic IUpI01 of 1llrir politi·

"' .......W!lilc anm Aks lIa>~ diopprd
siptifltllllly in rhe bsI f~ )'taB.
sale. lU dcvrloping counuia in
1994 $11 11 ll/llounled 10 US$2S.4
billion. all or which I, m()IlCy klSllO

de>'rlopmenl cffuns . Thr Ill1'1"$1
s;i1lJlr lUPI'lier has normally hem
1M US, l!Iougb in 19!M Prsece
a<qUiAllI ilia di........~:

ito iIlc:I..- fmm USSJ.8 1lillion ia
199) II USSIJ.41li11ioa in I~••

Wbilr ....... AIc5 _ Iarp:Iy or
~~ bad••• IadI • ~

. sopli " ~A..>oo_ .IDInlllS Uf~UI • • " '-_' aq-.
o;raft. much of Ihc damat;e is ......
donr by ~&hI .-r;>p:JDl and lmlIJcr

\
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Tboy mnaia Ktiv<' for ,•• Me' Ai
OIIC Khmer Iblup:~ pi: .. a
bnc1 'I. iu prrfOlCl....xr.-F._
nlUfaI"'OUs. KVC:r . Iccps. _....-

l'bc::R are Nsioally (Wti l)'J"$"
land-mines: allli-lank and anli,~·

l'OIl n<l. l'hc most dmgorou.l wehll.
drm "'" 1M anli-rcnon",,1 mines
thai c.q>Iodo "",n Wldor lilt JCnllo
Ift'ISIft 01 a ehild's band or fooL
'Ih:sc I:UIEk' ill II be\lilderi"l "'Y
01 >hIpcs llIld~ :so- loot
IikIo -. 0Illcrs liU pi ".
BuI all CIII loCrnI III iI:Ilc'mlinIlJis..
~ ror • nriDm dlikI. Oao: 01
the _ inf........ is the 'bunoriIy'

mine. desipll'll ltl f\oaI U1l11l! IfUIlI"l
flUlIl helKt'J'l"l1i wilhoule:<ploding.
bul wilh a !ihape and roklU' Ihal also
make il a deadly 10)',

Vinually 1111 rombalants use
land-milleS. Durin& lhoo P<niaa Gulf
...., !be USand ils allio$ IlIIid ......
I milliua IIIiDcI aIM, !be traq.
K..-iI border IJld around "'" Itaqi
cify 01 Bwa. Mel some 3 milliool
hr." hooa I:aid ill Iht CUIliMrin&
Balbn ""I Solnc: 01 lhc \ar;e>l
nurnbm Ii<: in ,,'ail in Africa and
A~i... Tbc countries ITIOJ( <levu
tared by IWld_millOS an. probably
AfglL;oniSW\. Angula and CIIIlbu
dia. Aflhan~ has an~im;alod

1l).1S million mines ill plaR'." 11
is clc2 lbII lJWI)' 01 IbI::sc: ~
..... laodow/J KMkJ ed in in/lIb:
iRd _Iftci!cly lOamc cniliaa
QUI''':''' IJld ImOritc ee pllpIlI
tica.~

Adulu nugIIo ill the bIISl '" an
anli,pmonnd mine olUn~
with lllcalmcnl . dluugh lhcy w.ually
jose a lim'" OIildn:tl "'" Ie., H...,ly
10 survive hoc.usc their 00d~ an:
$Q V\Ilno:nbk.~ ",110 do live
",ill be ...ricMly injuml. A duld
may Iooc ..... or bolh lop or __
-' SII:IUin~ injl>ric:s 10 lhc.
,.muts _ abdorrlnI, SlInpDd
may also _ h1iJo1111na and

~ AD 0I1hil 1wppu1s
ia counbie:5 lhII h,",,, ditronally

'The legllcy of Iand-minu

Of all 1bI:.. I Wd !Nt IlO<1l-

_ tmt:1 ........~ '" few 1ft-
IIIlft pci ' I and lIllIrC kIbaI 10

cbikmlltlan ....'1Ilillo:>.- H""llrwk
'" 1housands 01 dli\dmI. hcniinc
..imah. pIanIi"l l"'lpi or jusI pll:y.
in, . have betn killod or maimed by
eese dclll.lly dcvK'C:l.

Since 1 97~ . land, min• • have
exploded under IlIOO'C lhan I million
pc:opIc and an! aan'tnlIy dluuctxw
be killinJ llOO pcopIe ~ IIIOIldI.
1'bcre __ littIc pIIl5llC'Q 01 ..,.

ftld. 10 IbI:~ III 64~

around"'" world,~ "'" .. o;:sU.
mMaliiO millD~ 5lill
Iod;."d in Ihi: 1f"'I"d--..UinJ.-

...... RrllrMly 1mJc: is t-Il
aboIn l!lc i ..mIarioPJ Indr i.
waaII _ ..iIidI oI\l:Il Ojlb~

Ihruup Iho infOlTllal __ -'
J'O"'Cl'fill m~~ II is
d o.... !hal in ...... .,.,.,.. weapons
""," bon! ICCUmulaling ....". lle
ClIlJe1. The arms on sale in (he
ba7.uno of Afghani!;(an, POO'lhtm
lndi;l .,.;l Paki>un, for aample, an:
~ Iep::y of Ihe Soviol: imsioD 01
Afgbani!Un in 1979 and of lbo US
.....Iiw o(..... IO::hI: Mp. II'"""
riIb poupI- Simibrly. Ihe _
.... ill S<maliI's mil .... bid
b<e1I ..pp1iod 10 lllc 1ft''1OllS
~"'" by lbo US and !he SM'ioI
Unilln. ADd _ ~y. ib<anM

uJfti by l!lc G<Mrnmonl 0( Bosni>
aM Herr. , oviu includ. li,hl
wupon~ kft U'o'CI' from the I.c:ba·
lItSC civil ""M."

II is Ibm:fOft WOP- 10 fer

poaI a uap:auy _lbemo ill
UNICEf JqlOI1S011 II.-~ 0( IIlc
worId's dIikna: it cYCII a rraaoo.
"' '''"~~ 10 brildj,...
miliwy ...,cily o;Ullcl be ci\u1al
10 Kh~'in& tm.ic 0e0.,.1<lpcM1l1
p o. we ......1d 1000 he li.ina; in a
world with fewer social and .nvi ,
ronmcnll.1 problems aM far rewe
lUId Io:s5 deSln>cl;'" WliB.
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Combating land-mines
in El Salvador

In....-...vl992._tI<IOOIdo-.
Ihf SIt,. Jg \W, AmlId FortIIIIIld b
_ M..r ,...,.,. lJJenlIon

"""""1FMlHI..-.lod12__cl bOof <:MI
_ , Il\II ....... IlIe 9U"f had boon
1ilIncC,"'__JOiM

"""*'u InN ~ ord~ pid<hg
up i __Vlc...cl"i1 <lbjoalI c:<lI'IIlnI.-l
1O~_ol_

UNICEf lJn)ughl II-. !WI> pam.
\OgIIlI'III" ..... trIClf'IIhs .... III I<*l
_ ....ltliJ~_Ono
01 k pr\DrQw; ol ".. MiJ-.~.- _ ,PrQjoQ-
1Il11y III_lI>o IIal!l _ pro.

WIld ....... IIld WIlNlIWO ITIOf'IIiw; G
" .. F'lollod .... _ ....... poi*:

.._~Ewn 00.""'-"ol""'"'"01"'__"'-""""_

llod~ """" by "'" ond Indopao>
.... FMUI ..... 1Iad loId """"- b.t ....
~.....

Thrt "'-. ..... pqo-

.........Tho_1Ild ltIe FMI.N p-cMdod

.......,,_...... .-.1 l.NCEF pro
ll-'I!IO' doof_thoo:__

lrb.aBd_...._. 01'-<"""*'
_ lnIIruaIono .., _ I*IIllIIhould

do.v-.r __ ...... "'...,
oct. Ii......' doYioe: "llan'I1IIUCh.
Mtrt<!/'IepIQ. n.r.~1IfICI!IIve!he___ToIIhf-....-.·

ThrtpooWl_ '.""twlby..edl>-
_ rd IlUI* ."• • _ ,
Ihr\lllgh lht 1"& "'....... or1d .....
Bu;~~ • ...:lod nfIooicl
"'-'AlNmol~~......m..-.g PfO"'IOl--
__NGO OIIIll.n-~__., ....._._lOlhoot~
......'~ . ..... n.nI """""
........... gMoIg ....~ by !lip_.....~_ ...
1ImiIy. _ 0Ct0bt< 1992 ....

!laa,';" 1993, .... 3,.tOJ~
""'*" 10 3(l:l,lm l "'lll "
'..._ """'dlho__

In lIo;h-lllk-.
n- "'""",,,.~ bR>IJVhl

hrr C _o..~1Iad

., 1IIlII ""'-" __ ..........tng IhlI

"... ...,M"09'Il_ rt.t""""""

ilIt1neeclId IIle lind 10gnM lhlIir aopa.
0lIw.m'" """'ldwl'"on-'
lho..._~.,buid~
DI' _ ..~ A!fII., •••" ...........,..........,.--
~n.orIv ""' .
do IholltlefMnon..__ 10 ..

.....- ..The.,... .....Qjj I_.~"'1ho pro-

joa-~ ........ - ...
PQOIli>Io. Thrt Sat " eo, av..."•••
lind • IloIgion ......~ <lInl; 19!13
endfIlIfIV 1990l <lDIlai,dItXl • 101oIof1I.!i11
.- The _ IIIoa _ 2.tID

....-..:l .,.". ....m. _ 240 FMl/II

n_'lb&alnmire-at..
1'4 .......... .....-"'_
~ 10 IIld-<TlO.. .-.I _ a><l»

Ihwhll,,*-,~, In1992, It.e
__519~1n1993.... Wlll:l!l8,of

-.OI'Iv""*_-........ lon(l.

"*- e.-. ...-....y l!JM n M"I'
,.__not.1IIVI "'IIOIlId IIlCI--...~.~n.._
'-.......... fJonlUOIl P1G:IolII'Odl----.---A....-..! p'-dh"'<ov.,.,.lonaN
-..iIIg I*lPlocl".""-

Tho.... ·1 .....ao,.' hMIlId
"""'U klcoI __ The Goo¥o",••
htiI '-' ....,,'~ Ie> Ihoo ,,<va,.,,"
_ hM baoflI IIlI ........ of ....

.....= moo. tt.... USS<l.8 mlIion.
Tho ..' ' hM ..... lellfted fJonl •
Qn:MIng cI __,-._ - ..."""""" ......
_ 01 -.I> _ . Thio • 'ui

",ev." '"""'""'" .... 'ibii«l__·
.........." _ .._1dMlIeI n
edi.o:IliooI. ~_ •• modal
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offerins Ille siml'lesI medicines or
pain-killers.. lei alone anificial
limb$. InEl Salvadllf. fewer than 20
pcr cenlofchild victims """,ive any
killd of ",medial therapy; the I'e$I

lla\1: had 10 fend for 1Ilcmscl\"C$ as
besl lhey can--<>fton bc:gging or
stealing10 survi".,.

LaJld·millCll cause cnornlOllli pain
and suffering but tbcy alsobringlin·
geringcwnomicand socialcosll.ln
addition III Ille l'XJI"I1'C of medical
lfCallllCm. and \be 00Sl III families
of c"""g for injured ",Iali""". !hey
al.'O hindeJ the Row of g"""" and
people, and pul huge areas of agri.
<:IIllUral land 0111 of produetioo. In
addition. the availahility of land·
mines conlribul~ lO lIleptrmanelIl
'militarizalion' of daily life. So
common = lhey in Cambodia !hal
!hey = now 1I.\Cd for fishing. or as
propeny securilydevices, or t"\"Cn to

seure domestic dispules.
lAnd-mines Can bede~1

only Iahorioosly and al cnonnous
c.pense. lronic:aUy. these weapons
lhal can ro5l less !han US$3 eadI
10 manufaclure can COSI up 10

USSUOO cach 10 dear. Trained
workcrs ha\"C 10 =wl their way
al'mg. probing W ~l ahead. ineh
by ineh. One pel1iOO can ckar only
20 10.50 "'IIW"C "..,1= per day.

The international rommunll)' is
slowly reaJi~ing llic implications of
a .."QI'ld SlI><IthI with hInd_mines.
Unfonunaldy, il has IlOl been suffi
ciently shocked 10 lake e!fecl'vc
;M;1;00. In 1993, il alloo;aled only
US$70 million for mine clear.m<:c
in COIlnuies slICh as Argh.:mi<Wl.
Bosnia and Herteg(lYina, Camoo
dill. eroolia aJld M01.ambiquc. In
lhe. ",me year. hnwever, a funller
2 million milleS........, laid-leaving
a 'Ik_mining Ikficil' of 1.9 million
mines. and adding some USSl. 4 bil·
Ii"" 10 llic ful"", oosl of clearaJ><e.

Apan from the Ikmand formines
from rombaWllS. one of \be major
probkrrL'l is lha1. doren, of ronlpa
nics around the world. many of

them household names, an: ..ill
ronletll 10 manufachue and sdl
Ih~", dt.<In>elivc cleviecs. An
increasing I"C\'wsion al this Inlde i.•
~llC(JIU:lging a numberof organiza·
tions 10 refu.'Ie lQ do business wilh
cQmpanics invoh·e<J in lhe sale
or producli,," Qf SlIch weapons.
Among United N.:uioos exgani1.:l.'
lions. UNICEF ha.< joinedthe OffIlX:
<If the Unilcd Nalions High Coo>
mi ~iooer for Refugees (UNHCRj
in SlIpponing ,ueh a boyCQlI.

Al the lime Qf the8I\l1QUnccmcnl
Qf the ooywll. Sa<!.kQ Og'''''
UnilCd Nalioos High Commis,!;ioner
for R~fugees. deal! wilh land·mines
squ:ueJy: "!'or my pan, I see lillie
di!fm:llOO between lhose who use
them and I""'" who produce
them...,Wha!('Vtr tile pm.enl legal
ily Qf manufac1uring I>lICh wc3jlOO!i.
the 1ll11!hey take on innocenl civil
ian>: """lIIn!! 10 a erime ..,o inSl
hum3JWnd."SJ

A continuum 01
violence

It is shocJ;jng elKlUgh thaI child",n
"'" blown up by~ figllting on
the frum liDeS, or falling victim 10
famine 01" diSCil.'IC in refugee camps.
B UI open wlUfarc is only pan of a
much broader pkmre or vi<lkncc
again.<l dtildr"Cn.

Million. "r.1lher children snug
gle 10 SlIrvi\"e in elose'lO-balli<:fJeld
condiliO<\.. 0<1 lbe stn:cls of the
woOd's cilies-from Lo5 An~ks

(Q SkI Paulo IQ Manila. Guns and
knives and figlll.< are chilling pam
of daily life. In llic US. gang vio
lence. oflendrug-related. is drawing
in evcr-younger dtiWren. In urban
lltU< around the ,,'Ofld, children
s",,1Id their days begging or e\tan·
ing C8l" windows--<lumbiug wir
pain by inhaling ehemical solvents
or glue. And in some: Lain Ameri 
can coonuies. busineMmcn have
paid oIf-duly policemen. secwily
guanl.<. or professional killen; (Q



e1i minale~ chiJdmI tbcy roo
sidor I nuismce.

Mill ion< IJfocher ~h.i1dlal IlUffer

from !hecoIl~ of ptbIil: lm'ic'es..
The JO"l'll'ImentS IJfmaay~Iop

in&: munoriel, in !he (iI«\ 01" dcqlcn.
ing o:wnomic crise; .nd under
~ of WUt11Onl1 Idjw."""'l.
....Ye CUI bcltIlII IIld rd ·...... _ .

Yioes and n:ducal food ~""idies
Wbik Ibctt ~ bI: Ioap__
bmri"1lS 10 elemmt>o Q/ odjllsunent.
tho _ 10 ~y'. rlllllilWs and
childrnl u." bfen im........c.

lbil viokDl CrMl'OIImcll ftOl
0GIy Uk 10 ........ iUlfc:m,. bul
met CUlIaiftI !be~ of~
<UIfIit"t. All of " • .., •
'., .... CAIl:l , • • Imw: lbrir
roou dcqI ill lona... . & ....a.L
pntitical and cu ahcs. E_
Ihaoc <mp.!lCI "I'Pf*"_ sur·
pri$iD& '-c ('\Qr ..........\m. The
oudwt::al:i of .ioIcwt ill oq.. ia
~kU:o ia 199<4 aIIIC .,~ of a
aurprisc 10' lboIc ..tal IMd thcno
.. t- of !he abarp divide
bt1wc<u w ilwli:e- pcopk of
Chi..... -' !he I'CII of lbc COUllCl"y.
1bcir IIIIC pnl'licb 0IlC lillh of !he
aM8J'. ck<:lriril, and 0lIC thinl of
itoootrce.)'CI chc M.,- popII-.
thcno Iha cbc 10cbtilw.-.'"

Sodl~~ buil 1Ip0W8"

.'.......... lluI dlc~ iI clnrly

...,..,.. iMD a mud! -.. fluid en
in ...hidl walcrlyia&~ ..,
nupliD& 10 dle SlIl1ace..

Thecol~ofCOllUlUlllilm.lbc

end fllbc cold and lbc C>.tClI-

Pun of libonl « 11 1...' hI'o'C all
rombined 10 tn:aIC I """'h man:
~ ailUllioa U pcopk~
in ditrcrml poIi6ca1 fonnarioaa.
~ is also ptalet ec_ ,lk

uoccnaincy. The $leady &JelbIli...
lioa 01" inlCmUional finllllCC """
trade llUy be ~rr~ina wcaltlt r...
some. hill f....million< urOlllm ~ is
1cadilll to rondilions of lIIarJinal 
iZ21lion and social disinlCgnIlion.
And indU>UialilCd counuics hi'"
been incrcuinlly relucWll lO meel

lite financial Wtorifalls with aid.
Dc:...: lopmcnl assistance K lually
(ell in 1993for lite fusllimc in~

eral yean. This is I particularly
..,riOOI dc...:lopmcnl for Af""...
,,'lUch filllk i' dilYIculi10 alIJ3C1 pli_
Y»le fundli.

Poilllin& OUllhc chronic 1Wun: of
lIWl)'of~ crises iI aol a CUllJlSCI
of despair. Whal it docs. in fact.
IU"", iltbal unIcIa IhcK undcfly
iDa iuuc:o .., addrcoscd. fil l"'"
~ of dUlrm WI Ii¥c in
a aAUlIIll SIIIC of -. The re
IfIOllJC hal 10 like pIKIC ;II many
Ie\'da limu/t_"'r- 1opI. c:co
ncmic: and politic:ll.

Inti m.tional
protechOft$

The ...:rid 5bnuId. iIIlbLo<:xy. IIIP .. I
$lrOaJCr poIirio- 10 $hic:Id d1ikn:a
iiIKll: dlepriIIciplca ofpnactina f<ll"
dtilcka ill wartime ha>'C been
.... U 'Uw! ilia iIIIa'Iba'" of .........
licwlllI Wi..._1..

A ICrie$ of Gc1lc\'I COll\-ntioas
atIcr Woo1d YoW I dcaII wiIh dlIfcr_
_ ~ ofchc 00lIICIl0a: vi .... by
wn~ • It ... DOl UIltiI I1\cr
1M Illoci!io of Worid \\ir D daaI
dlt~ .....'.1 pi')'~

ially~ _.awnbawtlll
_ procluo:ed in 1949 ...........~
of row C...uiboos. iht: IIsl of
which aollcd for dlr "' lion rtf
mi!im.< in bllX of (Fourth
GcDC"l CIIlt'"ClItion. rrrURd to
below • 4GC). In 1971. ..... _

~ by 1'tJO Additional
~ (m um;! lO IIIPIow &$ PI
and PIll whidl pn:witI<d chiklml
W;lll !lpleCial prtlCCCIion--deaJm,.
ror a amplc, fur tbc flDl time willi
lMir pIUIicipalioa as ooIdio:a. The
iIlIucs CO'I~Mi by thnc ~alics

ind ...sc:
~ cn~~rvl p'Iffr<:I'mt of eMI

.iaM--Civili3ns :Ire enlilled to lUI·
mtI proICC'Iioa qain.... lbc dangers
rl<)m military oper:W<lM. They w.>11
nell be lite objecl of indisc:rimillll/c

......-_ ..,~-------_.._~-_ ....
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~llaCk. lIC\II (If threats of violentt
(PI, anicko 51) ,

~S~pplies for elrUd" n Md ",mh·
trl-!Combalams should) allow
I"'" fn:e passage of mcdiclIl sup
plie:<. food and clolhing for chil·
dml, CXpccWll rnoliIer.;, ","temil)'
cases and nur.;ing rroeers (4GC•
articles 23 and 5S).

~ S,,,rl'tJ,i,,,, af c;\';/i,,,,.o-It is
pro/Iibited to attack. demny. Il'
llI(IVC or mKkr useless f<J\ldstufl"••
crops, livc<t<>ek . drin king water
inslallattoos and supplies and irriga·
tion worb . etc . (pIT.article 14).

. MXUIJ/ up/oi,m,on-Children
>hall be the object of specia lll'SJl'Xl
and shall be pro!r<.1ed agRiIl" any
f"nn of indccl:nt assault (PI. arti·
c1e 77).

. U""ccomp<mied childrm-The
parties III the c"nfliet:lha.ll endc:av
our to ensull' ""'t childn:n who have
bun separated from their families
arc 001 left to thdr own resources
(4GC. anicko 24).

In 1989. a major new human
rights i"",rument was introduced:
the Conventioo on the Right,; of !be
Child. Thi. provides for m""h more
complete pmleclion of the child--
lIefining stanl1anb of bow child=l
should and $/loold n<lt be tll'aled.
Indeed. the rnincirks. the pn\\'i ·
slons and the procedures of the
Convention ere particularly relcvont
al time of war when all the rigllts of
the child on: at risk.

Articles nf the Con\'Cmion thai
:rn: e>pe<:ially imronam in wmime
inclode ,11 those ",laled to survival
and 10 family suppon. as well lIS
those """""med with ed""ati"".
health con: and adequate nutrition.
OIlier righlS th:lI are panicularly al
risk ioclude rightS to,

~prolc<:fion agajll.'l up/oila/ion
,/lid ,'101.."",;

~prot,cllon agG;1I.l1 tonvre, or
an)" ",h .., c",.I. inh,,,,,,,n iff dtw"·
ding lrealm.nt iff punisn",.nt:

~f"mily rtlunijkil/ion ;
~ " ""me lInd ""tj"""lily.

The COnl'Clllion alsa makes spe.
cifIC mention of children in war.
Article J a calls on Stales Panics
(i.e. g<»'.mmeo\$) to upply the rules
of internalional humani lalian IDw
that are rele,'ant tlllhe child. and 10

take ,,"cry feas ibl. measure '"10
cosw-e prtJIedion and can:: of ~hil ·

dre:n who :rn: . ffected by lInTICd
cunfliet .M

Allkle J R .ls" urges gowm
menlS to lal;c all f....'ible measures
to .nsure that childl'C'1l under IS
have no din:<:t pan in !he hosiillties.
Specifically with ll:Spel.1 to child
.«>ldieno. it SIlItes:

SIUI... P"n'''~ .•10011 " froin fron,
, ..cr ll jl ing any ptrS<H1 "'Iul IoaJ "01

ull,,;nrd Ih" aK. "'fiftee" )~",s ;" 111
1M" "rmtd~"I. I" r«.~iti"l1

"m"ng Inos. p",~o... ,,·ho hill'.
ana;nrd Ih.- "Ie of fiftetn )'t llrs "'"
,,·1Jo M,·. '101 olloi" .d 1M DJ:. '1
.iglr'nn J"<V~' Sratr~ P"ni.1 .Iulll
tnd<'fll'Oor III 1I;l'e prioril)' 10 111<..."
.../W a", 0 1d...1.

T1Icre wa., so me con tro ' ·""y
over Ihis articl e in the drafting
JII"<X'C». MD/lY flllII·gt>vemmcntal
organiz.alion. (NGOs).;n p;lrticuw.
felt that the 'l!.'C Umit was ..,t too
low. Howe ver. thi. debate /la, ~"tIJ!""

rinued. and u United Nations .."Ork
iog gnlUl' has been e>t.abiishcd to
drult an Option.al ProIocoI to the
Conv. ntion whkh woold han re
cruiting anyooc below theage of 18.

Alliele 39 of the Convention also
covers childre:n io armed wnflic~<.

It Il'fers 10 the need for phy>ical and
psycholog.ical ",,:overy and suei.1
Il'lnlegl'lllioo of child vlctlms.

Giveo the extent to which these
principlc> have bocn flooted. it i.
easy to deride lhe ' listing body of
int<'l11alional iaw. Bm theseCOO''Cn
tions are genuine landmark.<.N Ial.
as WoOd War II . ' ·en the idea of
e~tending any form of poecuoe io
enemy civilians ",as n:tti'ed ..ith
int'Olllprehen-,i"" . And the con,'<:n_
tion. do !Ia'·e sorne prdCtical
impact . While they may nolprevent
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achie''C national n:cooci1i;Mivo. But
p-atltilll immunity r..- "'w mfllal
COInOlI~ close 10 <:oG-

doniJIc diem.AIon& ...ilh aimes
!ben: ;, abo the ...., of " .""...
for aboQQ ~rr....... for c:nron::o:d
pmotiuaion 01 pr$lamI or for 1llc
pb)'5ic::aI dImI&e wlfm:d IS a n=II:
of Sll"l)';'" chclDiocal. MIdI as

-"'-
The power of
inform_tion

Today !be: ..-arid bcrdiu from
.winer .... deMcr ftCfWonu. of
lXImFPU,4· _*4 matitla iI much
more dilfIl:\llt 10c:oIU lip abu:I:es. At
pmomI 1hcn: ore tome 14S c0m

mercial ronum"ticliOOm NIlCltileS

canyilli millm 0(ro'l"~
lb.. .lrC3JM and ""...., reportS
.......... lhc ,klbo." While in Ihc
Biafran ...... in 1967 il lOol IwO
days for film abuut the ....Dr lU trlIvel
from Africa to Weslern tdevi.;.....
K-m:n•. nowtday. _ l'eJlO'lCl"lias 10
do lillie lnon: l!I3n use a computer
10 -.l ""...., and pictIIm back to

ba.w r..- ilUWlt on....:&fd lnnalnis
aiorl uound tbc ....orId.~

Yn lbc floW ofillfOfm!ion isr.
from p:rl"ca. The media Ire very
.teleaivc abouI ....hen: Ihcy inYOl
lbrir time -' lllODC)'. -' eecult
of -;n"a"·l"i.y' lIIaI l«hnoIoIY
encounce> call fIano:rI informarioll
inIo I~ stlUlIl 0/ ,....
.... imaF> -' imlanI anaIyaia.
Nor Q; __ .e......... iadtpo:.....
01 die cvau -a abocrvaUoL
Wws ba\"e ...." ilIV'll1ftd .....
pIlb otl"emha olonpick militafy
onco.. M lldl mlliIary<ll'WJ)' _

days io dinlc:fftl toQIds~
.. jt.ost ICl"riIory bul bcmm.c..

Aid 1Cf''''~ abo an CIllIp lip
in the nledia pme, .. g",.,.lio Ibe
flnl~ 01 _ n:panm Ullf..
milW with die e'au ...... to i>vr

~icw """"""" aid IIl'Urten<. Apan
from often alvin, I IlIlWidcd pic
ture, i. raisn lbe po.o;ihilily that

military abuses. 1llcy achie',e >OlllC

~ of rewaiJIt. Pulilici:ul< ...'110
bow lhat there arc ,lantbrds
a,aillSl wbicb they can ~
lfIIC'Illy bejadp...,~ lildy I<)

cODSidcr IIlaloc -.Jank ill Ibcir
aIoo.....

CIurl)' . 'Ila i:i 1Idlnc. _"C'o"tt,

.., the~ -' \lie ...iIl
kIr COlfuI",..-. In __ .-ay5., (01

fuw__ bettJalo IIllln: diffi..

alit .. Ia:cat yean;.. III ..... days
....... IUQ)I CIDlII'lial. .~ JllU'y
wan. illlCl'UlilllW ICf .! AIdl ti
lbc IMmuuonaI Cmwninrc 0( &he
Red Crou (ICRC) C'OIIlld make
~ .. jldl to Ibe wmbIt,
_ but alto 10 Mol;row or Was/t.
iJI&II.-. to"", IhaI \bo$c a1ipuncms
hi,,,di~ it is .......,difrlCUlI

LO IIJlllly tXlmLIl I'fI'$SUR'. TIl.
issuei, flintierl:\WI1f'licated because
lhe OOfI'~linn~ llppIy III 'Swe.
P3I1ics ' . III lUday', anro:d cooflicts.
lllilIly of lllo: olTcndi:~ arc lIOI States
al all bIltl1lttler.10<"", colh:c1iOll or
_,ubnallun~1 ,'oup'. ci.ilian and
military. and In ~""in illSWlCt'!i
'non _SL:lIO Pani",, ' h<lvc allluedI'" they an: .... bound by lhe pro
vi....... of~h alI\l·emiorr&.

Ne~ many of Ihc wor5l.

olTendcD IfC ptmmcn.... and
w-kl be held Ul account. When
poIiticia/u; -' OIilitary bdcrs
know Ihat rccribuld is .. only
pDl&llIk t. Ibo ~tdy. thl:\l the
illhu_ IIIld u......noaal dfalx of
......Il·."....._........idt arrics
....._~,ij km

F.,.,.....m, compliaoKc willi
~ law roqu;iles r= M-r IIbu:!o:s _~ __

iIun:d 1IIIl1hll c>icba is cuAmed.
I t aUo~ a~1O

poJCl:\Ile o/feMlml. J~ IICcd!I
10 be '" m""i>bod if ordinary pee
ple _ 10 hI~~ ill thcit
I'l'COIlSlil\lloed iOcicty. Thil; if obvi
~y diffICUlt lO do lIurinC the hI:aI
of conflict. And iI n oI'Ica ........
mon: dilflC\lll ...·ben the c:onfIia is
u,'cr and l.'l>UIIlrieI In: dcsplnk lU

"



How Sri Lanka educates
children for peace

S~ LMa "'" ......., !rum a eM'
_""...... '1--.TNoio.
....--.._.-,. I .......

dlho _-.arv, inttoldonglN"""-

lion~ ""* MI """".....
9*llib'Ig lInpgI lrlOCIpt for •

.......~-
To '*P -.., lNm 1'On.......

__ d ,...MillI __ ....~

ITWll. willi l.HCEF'lI ....._.~
......,. c.IId~ b ConllQ
_ .....' lEO!I.l'>uIIV.' 0Cfe lJ'IUIId-----_ ......
NobanoI ~tllfdo"""'" _01
... ..... IDrn-. d c<lr1IIIQ ..........
~.- .. _ 0\U1trI0L ThtV .....

~~t.-"'dro'. '
_ QO'o'Il .. ..-I........""'.. " Sri
~ l\I~ lJ1IininlI
....,... llimlId .Ill Il'.~ -'*........---puPIo.
AlIha<'IJh_oIlM~ _

_ ........ 01 ....... d.....nia_____ InSri

!.:IIo'Dl"""'Fm~Iho_

"'~-""'__.I )I'

"

..-.l1li'llllMlY""'" ......... -.cl_
11"II11'*.~ fI'lIdck_io . ..
.-.~ """ ol u.. mojo<
f'IIIgionIln Sri I6a, • vwy _ In

~v.O!l>l!liI:-'1OO,'''d . lht
....-d~1ho_pollI._

Sri Ln.n '"'* i'- ~
--.cl (Ill _ prO.........

- IN _ Il.W""l _.-t..
bOhMIu;_.men.~oI~'*"*'~ old ............. ,.."
~""'__ Tho _

_ ......... , .,..;-ri"""~wilhlN

....nnI.-M.......... In UlIwith

~-SomIIo<Iy, IiOlduIJm llo.>dIIIilm
..- _is/I.e ... 01 0' ~,. ........._.,_.1I'a.lgtl nell

fctlllllQloul_ aolm, _,.'"
...._ tt.n*'dIO~ •
_ of _ A lypiaII-.n Iof

pnmary od ilId""" lor ..........
__ with " ........... om"""
~_ou::tl.~_

<;Onlict__~ .. ., 1fT>.

jlORIft J*\oflte.....ood ..on:! <:!lIQwl

..~ 10 __ .,.,..".

Itw~--._Ind pocy.
Tho b:.oI poi<o: b ni'lo:lg In

_ tdpIoo10 Iho"".". CoIogo d
fdo .-.....~ ..... la

........ end """""'" of IXII'tIict
~...., .........__for .....

pIo,. toOIIlluChI-.rright """-- (IllIw>w need 10 _

qoItw for •~ '" h.ndIon.
WiIhin hl -.... __ would be

'"""""""'" 10 .", out • lIodidona1 *"y
wiIIl.lherneol__.........''''
cno IIICh iIllrY. __~ " boI

Iliodo f\IJI '- '-' <:oplLn<l by • boy
wih ...... 'M>oo lhoboy _ """- ..
hi. _ 1n..tW;h .. pullho ...... .....,

twirwwith ..........._dtl*ll_ ..... ....,..... ""* Ii> do. l/wI .....
blfd ••; ". mI'jtle. "-It """" tr_,It>Iv...................ThlooH
dren!hen lIep!heW_likebirtIllln IlIgI'Il
_Mt ......... _ _urd
-.01.10__ IIldol>Ms

IhI II .. of !heir JIlt-__ hIIlp 1I'*'l III _ pnlWs

-'''*''_1t>Ilr""",_
In 199:l·19901,'' EallJl\lilla Il'MlICl

3.500 ......... !iOO ..-- __
3.OlXI .....".. _ 7,!iOO-.. ........
....m in 11Im t- _ .....w,.
QO,OOO of $Ii~~ mIIon tdIIlolo.....

EallollOllllNledto~ .........·__ ·;~.Io_

~lnIo..._....-.m. J'b ....
ECR .. ccn'inId III_In 1995, ECR
bogM •..-~ .._
_ Ill ......... _101hI """"","",..-
-..¥- """"*-> ..- ........
__ Io~o(... . . " ••
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Children tholt1sdvc.~ uf ccersc
hal'e an im~t crllltribulioo to
mal:c-in trying tt> av<rid lhe mi..
tal.. of their parents. Sebocts can
fO!ller these ideals through roursc~

thalllliow children to cxpl""" way~

of n:suiving dispUlCS between indi
,';,junls and.'OI11munitle.< Illatdo nol

n:ly nn violenee, ·t'.docalioo for
po:a<~' L' mien thooglu of as. Form
of rccuncilialinn after war is O'W,
hut il al50 has poIenlial for prcl'en_
tiOll (Panel 6).

Many pans uf the world :m:
already in :m unsLable situation
"'lten: violence 1'CCn1S a likely OUt
C<K1I< , In~ cireu,",lanccS, the
intcmalilllW romm~nily needs er
F<lCtiI'c carly waming sy>!crru; to
Jl'I'l""i\ speedy mcdiali<lIl. A number
of int=atiunal NGOs. JlCIl<Ihly the
human righls organizalions. per_
form U1'31uahlo service. How. , 'er.
receiving lwarningand actingon it
are twodifforcm maners.

As. Unitl'd Nations Secrclal')'
Gcncrnl Bnutrn:< Buutrus-Ghali has
obsened: -me whole idea of pee
vcntive diplomacy is somclhlng
new and thus not readily acccpled.
It is like the introduction many
yean; 4'0 of i""uranee for your car.
People wen: al fif\l nOl ready 10
spend money on an accident thai
might neverhappcn:~

Afler Rwanda, where .<criO\l~

obstrvcrs SliIl rear n renewed out
bR:ak of gClIIXidal strife, the .'OlI
tiguou. counuy al high risk is
Burundi. where the Uniled N.tions
cum:nlly has people on the ground
moniloring the situnt;"n. Thus Far.
llle pre.,;cnec of the: Secretary.
Gc""r:I1's Special envoy and the
deploymem of human righl< moni 
tors. aloog with a mi.<ioo from tlte
o.ganiallion of African Unity, may
have bclpcd redocc the loll from
elhI\ic fighting. Evcn ;n mis case.
oo..'C,"'.lhe UN Cen"" for Hunl30
Rigilis has Found it dirr\Cllltto mise
SII fficient fu nds 1(> pay For the moo·
itors il needs.

ageocicsmay """ pul>li~ily QppOI'1w·
niti..,; for fwlld-raisi ng JII'I'1l'<l'CS.

I:le>pile lhc: """""ations., modem
moo!a have cenainly """ned up
channel< thaI do allow both l,,~.l

people and imemational Igcncies
ue opponunity to gel the infonna
lionout and looch the w" rld-s coo·
ocicll<:C_

The possibilit ies for
prevention
l1lC' underlying leIlsion.< lhlIl even
tually ""'pi in vi<llc""e an: often
easy enough to ilkntify. A< l'I.1eT
H~nsen, United Nalions Under
Se<:n:lary.(i<:ncral fQf HunJall ilariilll
A[fairs. """,mly nolod. "(;;"cn 001
awareness of the: ci",urru;tanccs and
ronoJition.< which gt:llCT41e~in.

alil.aliun and vulnerabililY. cxploit
ditTcre",..." andu accrt>.:ltc t"""looS.
01'" n<>:d nol bean Eiosl<:i n to detl'\'
mine thal t:K:kling roo! can,"", is the
only ;mS"'ct if we're serioo.< about
preventing coollict"'/

An obvi<)Uj; way_ then,to pn:vent
cnnniel is III t""-'llll'e lensions. 11
c...... ld he: nrgucd that tlte n:..<on
many C(luntric, have n01 fallen
viclim to widespread violence is
p=isd y because they ha"" pur.
sued polici~ of more rquitable
<.Ie"elopmcnt and e[fOXliv. slxial
inlegr:ltion.

M. laysia. for cumple. is ethni·
cally divme. The majorily are 1hc
indigenous tlumipotr:l POPUlalioo.
but 30 per cent arc Cbinese and
anolher g per cem Indian. Follow
ing rIM:e rioes ia 1969,lhe G<!1'cm_
lIJ<:nt introduced c1e.r policies
to d;"tribute the benefits of CCQ

oomic gmwm mon: equiLably and
thus r«luce l!lc poICmial for .<uci. l
ten..ion..I$

An errecuve way of reducing
tension i< 10 en<u"""'lnalof'Ponuni
lir:s for all children. Mccting their
ucctk and inl'esling in their healthy
development ;" tho F......ndalion For
moo: SllIbIc snciClles.



In the 1980s,theidea

emerg~d of chifdrell as

a 'conflict-free wne' 

Ihol ch ildren should be

protecled from horm and

prol'ided willI Ihe essen/iol

services to ensure their

survi~'t11 and well-being.

Children as lOlles
of peace

This repol1 bas (UCu.«'lj on tbe in
tnasingl~ damaging i mpa~l of
warfare "" chilllrell--OO children
as victims and romllalants. on 1hc
wa~s in "" hich internatilmal con
ventions have """'n nouted, and on
tbe JII'O"pects ()I" (lUther deteriora_
tion as more and lnOI'<' Slat'" dis
solve inti)sites of chronie violeoo;:.
Thi. is an area which will Ix: fun.hc:r
exp lored in the 'S tUd~ of the
Im(l3C1 of Atltled CoofliCl on Chll
dren' h~ a high·level commission
established by the UN Gener~1

Assembly and ehllired by Gralia
Machel. former f irst Lady of
Motarnbi'l"" (Panel 7).

1ltc aver3J!c vie"" er of the
nightly OC:"'S might 001 be too sur
prised III what Ls bopprning [0 chil.
dren. War ts ""kIom absent fromour
television screens. And tbe fact lh:u
all these things an: being vL.ited on
children might be secn as yel
another ",grctlahlc hut inevitable
aspect of h manity"s capcchy for
violence.

aUt there is also a sp<,,-~al ",aWOl
for focusing on children. MOSI
adol.. r""l a panku lar .hock and
outrngewhen they >itt the buoJi"" of
children slain in NlIle Of wasting
away in refugee camps. They
belie''C lhat children <hoold .«Ime
how be above the polil;"al divide.

This concern is of IIYlre than<en
ti"",nLaI value. It has frequently
a1""""ed ",tief 10 pcrtCUllle enemy
lines to rellCh starving cbildren
""..,.

Aflcr World War 1. Eglantyne
Jcbb. one of the foundo:rs of the
British Save the Children fund.
whoo had organized food ()I" ~y

children <lII bolh sides or the ron
mel. was ~h"'ioo in the United
Kingdom with having given aid and
XII"""'" to the CflCmy. "My Lmd:'
she i~ said to have responded. "I
ha"c 00 enemies below the ~~~ of

II." She wa, ""'luitted.60 Similarly
during World War II. the CSlablish
ment of whal is !lOW O~fam was
ba...w 011 t1eflml<'C of official oppu
Silion to aiding civlhans in Hclgium
and Greece "'Ito "'ere xuffering
from lhe Allied blockade.

UNICEF, too. as Ch.:iplcr lJ of
this report c;<plaill>. has xil\<.'C l~
f""locntly usedil.s focuson children
ll' II m,,,,"-, of ...""'ing <In both sides
in civil wm-a., it did in the 1%Os
in HiafnL and buer in the 1970s in
whal was lhen Kwn l""'hea. How
ever, il was llOI until tile 1980s lllal
the iclen emerged of childn:n as a
·ennflict·fn:c ".OIl!:·-that ehill1ren
should be prole<:tcd from harm and
providc<j ...ilh the e:<lC:ntia l ser...lees
to en~ure their sW\'i.....ol and well
bein,. Thal """"-"Jll WIl.' fiN for·
mUlated in 19113 by Nils Thedin of
SWeden in a Jl"lIlOSlIl to UNICEF.
l( eyer an idea .<ecmcd quixolie. th"
was it

To CJlpcct the pcrpclnltors of
50"'" of the most xa<l iMic action' to
Slop and think about children ini·
rially made linle sense. Unlil it was
tried. Si""e Nil' Thedi"'s proposal.
a half-d"un eorridurs of peace.
days of tranquillily. bubble, of
pcaco---differcnt names for the
"""'" pbe"""",non----huvc actually
be.'n nrgoliated in the midst of a
number of hlondyeOll fl;w.

TIle first <":Cll',,>n was in III Sal
vador in 1985, An.,. mUl'h negot'a
11"" with thc Goyemment and the
rebels. the'" was finally agreement
that the carnagc should >lOJ' for
lhree 'da)'" of tr3lkluillity" .

On thn'" days in ron~U1i ve

months. thc Salyadorian conflict
p ''C" lly to a campaign in which a<
tIliln y as 20.000 health wcrkers
immullil:cd lSO,OOO small children
a,.insl polio, rn=;lr:s, diphtheria.
tel3nuS aad wbooping <'OIIgh. This
process wax ",peated e,'ery year
umil lhe end of the ,"'ar _<i~ ycars
later,

Similar principlo, have heen
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applied ;n OIl>e' di,putts. [n 19&6.
in !he war !:M:two:<:n the U; andan
G" \'cmmcm and thc Natiol1lll
Rcsist.:lnce Army, the warring par
ties agreed to allow \'3CciDes, per
sonnd and equipmcnt 10 t'lwel
:11001: a eOfridllf of peace. A few
monthS Iller in I..cllanon. in M= h
1987, ~tilitiC$ were S\I~~

fur tl1= day. 10 pcrmll all young
children 10 be vaccinated. Two
years late!" in AfglmniSWl, ;n 198&
1989, 'accinatioo team, PptllIlcd ;n
hoth go"cmmem' and mujahidin·
l'OflllUlled It'l'Iitorks and in some
arca. rai..,d nccinalion Icvel.
aoove 80 per cenL

Probahly the mosl sUSlaint<!
c,ample of humanilarian aid wm 
ing on hoth sides of a conflicl has
bttn in the Sutlan. The Sudan for
YC3r$ had beea /1ICked hy civil war.
bul during 1988 this had beencom
pounded by 3 di...unus drought
caosing the loss of 250,000 lives
and displacingnearly 3 miUioo pe<>
pie. By JanWlry 1989, it was clear
that 0 similar o-.lgtdy loy in. lOre for
the followilli year. The Secrelllry'
General asked UNICEF Exccmh'e
Din:ctor James P.Grant 10 mr:eI "'ith
the warring paniC$--8lld Opcr:ltion
LifelineSudan(OLS) Wa.\ the!'mill.
Through OLS the relief agencies
neg<>liated both wilh the Govern·
mem and tlw: ~l Sudan P«>ple'.
Liberation Army (SPW\), which
agreed 10 allow eight 'roni<lor<' of
relief 10 be Cfl'31ro.

[n the face of ellOJmOllS odds,
OLS achie"cd significant results.
By the end of September th:u year,
il had deliveml OVer 100,000
melrir tons of food and 4,000 lOOS
of medical sopplies.6t Al lbe saIl><'
time. vaccination cunrcs became
opcnlional in aU the gam""" IOW05
and reached 90.000 children in
SPW\ areas.

OLS also broughl aboot a
reduction in the fighting-at 1= 1
alooglhc ronidors of tranquillity. [I
allowed people 10 move abool the

munU)'Side. and allow all il ga\'e
fl"Ollle 1tofIc:. Evcn ener hoSlml~

" 'm: n:sumed, civilian despair "'as
",,\'er again to be "" witJr:spn:a<i or
intense. AsccoOO~ was IlC'glll;.
31W in Man:b 1990 and, witllin tlM:
limilS imposed by lhe fighting, has
been I\IMing cver since. In 1995.
the SPl..A became the rim rumba!
anI group in diSpt>lC with a n,''' 'll
nized g,,,"cm,,,ent 10 commil iL..1f
10 abide hy the pro"isioos vf lhe
Convention 00 the RiJ,h1$ of the
Child.

A new age of develop
ment uncertainty

The cxpcrielll:e In thc Sudan iIIliS'
lr.Il.. a pallcm that is comnlly
being replicated in JIWIy ~"vntries

In Africa, thc Middle Ea.<1. the
Balkan.' and Ccntr:ll A,ia . In !be
past. ~ivil wars usually ended witll
oulright victory by one si.... Nnwa·
day., bcwever, the conclusion is
less clear cuL War and~~ havc
an uneasy coex;Slcnce' figbting
may Slop in one place blll linger
.<pOl'lIdically e1scwbcro. And even
afierpeace is do..'Cl3fW. flghring n\:IY
flare up again ill any time,

This blurring of the di' linction
bel" 'cen War and peace i. malcbed
by a romsponding ambiguity in the
prognlIlUlIC5 of aid agenc:ies--tln 
certoin abou1 whether they slluuld
be aiming for shorH crm rolier or
Ioog-Ierm de\doprncnl. Mcsragen
cies 1I.;...e long agoni. cd about
seeing thcir Iong-Ierm objectivos
int=llplcd by demands that tMy
m;pond immcdi3lely In cmergen
ci~ The... chronic cOll flict' are
adding ncw dimen.ions 10 this
cooundnJm.

At fnl &I"""". il does look as
thouJ,h the "",wcr has simply been
10 increase relief. Al the global
level. 1M proportion of offi~ial

devclopment assiSlanCC deVOlCd to
emergencies has ct:rt.ainly been
rising, And while in the early



197tls. mucll of tIlis as.~ i _\limCI: ...-..<
on a gcvcrnmera-ro-govemrnem
ba.,is, an increa.<i ng proportion of
emergl'flCy aid le recent years tw
beenpassing through i"lGOs and lhc
United N. till!lS agoncits. UNlCEF.<
expendilUre un emergcncics be
tWeen 1'JtI7 and 1993 rose from
7 per cem to 28 per cenl. befon:
dcdinin , s~ghlly in 19'J4.Q

l1ICliC seusncs are based un a
""l'J"'I""dly e\cardi$li....' iOll Ixt...'ffn
cmcrgell<'" relief and l\("'clopmem
Did. HowevCT. uese cDlegorics are
ofIen I>lulT«l. h is 001 cl<:".... tIlill
immuni ling a child in a ",fugec
camp COIlnlS as relief mhcr tllan
llcvclopmcl1L And a borehole sunk
IIClU"a refugee nmp cutlldlaler be
u..w by lbe local c"mmunit~

lhus be seen as Inveserent in rur:IJ
WIler supplies.

In tbc C3M: of chronic c",," iclS
lher< i, I furth<T rcIlSOJI In >'Cl .weh
categories asi<k-and rejccl lhe
lIUlion of relief fi~ developmc:nc
lalcr. When the ctn<:1"gCn<:y is I di
malic disas1Cr. rel ief 3llCTICies wo.-k
on !be aso;umplion !hal normal gnv_
ernmenl .<ervi"", will lalcr be
re>"Umed 10 long·$CInIling.cooOiet
",IDled erne.-gencics lhis a."",mption
lnaks down beelll-'" • ccnU31 de_
menl of !becri, is is chal many forttlS
of gov<n..n~ have 100ally col
lapsed. tn developing counln""
whore lhc Sl:ICC is already weak.
ersnese yean of strife ha\'e lHlly
"'...·cd 10 funl\<,r undermillC already
frail public services.

In eese eireumslanCes. il i.. vital
chal relief docs IlOI inhibil rccuvery.
Mas>ive flo..... of cme~ellCY aid
rontmlled by outside agencies may
be theonlywayof fceding people in
time. This form of a.<sisl:Incc could
disp l~ already weakened govern
ment services and furtherrompoullod
tl\<, crisis. Relief and devCIopmc-nl
;oc'*iti"" ideally shoold be pursllt'd
simullilllCO...l}l-llnd buth should
be _ n as opportunil ies lO build
long-ICmI Capxily.

In politically compteJ[ and
ambiguow cireulIl!-WlCCs, lhis is
difficullto achievc but by no means
im~iblc . h dOC!:. howev...... me""
carefully assessing lite Strength,
and weakocsscs of existing in51ilU
liOll> and making the besl usc of
lbem. In Haiti, UN agcncies and
NGO< ...-ereabIc to make someCQIl _

tribution to developnYnL bUl nol in
ally way !hal woold S1Kngtbcn the
illegal regime. Obliged 10 bypass
tbe Government. lhey " 'ere ",,'·cr·
thelcss able 10 amltIge for consider
able lmoonlS of food, fud , Waltf
and medical supplies to be directly
managed andcontrollc<l by CO<t1mu·
nilie>. and cburcbes. This susurncd
capacity al the community level
helped pull Haiti lhroogh ill; inilial
period after lhe tl'SlOralilln of
dem"c,,,.,...

War rtllief for ehildren

Healing the wounds of ,,·.N om
_ ielies is a lung and difflcull un·
tlcltaking. The immediate demand
is to ensure !hal people. and c<pe
cially children. ore adequately fed.
have lICC:CSS 10 safe W~ and are
p"lICCled against disease. BUI re
cent cxpcricnce has underlined tbc
importanCl: of live oIhcr tasks: car_
ing for unaccompanied children:
demobili1.iUg childsoldicn: healing
lhc menial wounds of war, n:stan
ing schools: and embarking 01\ edu
eatioo for pc:tce.

~ Ul1lXo""fN'lJ it'd childn~

of the mosl UtE"nl to,ks i. Olte-nding
La ce needs of IIl\llCC0111panied chil
dren.ln 1994. :11\ e<timaled 114.1)))
Rwandcse chiklral wetc IOSI. aban
doned.. OfJIhancd or Olherwi>e sepa·
rated from lheir parents. Some
70.1))) were di.placed wilhin
Rwanda. while most of thr. remain_
der crossed the border into Tanza
nia ocZDin:. Many of l~eh i ldrcn

w= W:CIl in by oIhcr fami lics
sUllie fWl1il ie:s tool; lip to 9 lit' 10
children.Some children endedup in

Relief and de~'efopment

aetivilief idea/l)' ffrould be
pursued simultaneoufi)' 

and both fhould be seen

as opportunities to build

fong-term capacily.

n
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makeshift cenlteSOf formerOI'phan
ages. oeers ended up in special
centres ~l aside for una«:ompanicd
ehil.mn in ~ru~ camps. On<: of
the risks of off.nog sprcifl<' facili.
lies for such Children. ho"''C'o'cr, is
IMIllleir parentSmay he lCmpledIII
deliberately .bandon their child~n

in Tbe hope: lhal they will be bene,
caml for by 0Ih<1x.

The ultimate ai,". of course.
should be to reunite children with
tho;r familie<. In Rwanda, Sav. tile
Chikln:n. UNICE!': UNHCR and
OIhcr partners have amlnged willl
lCRe to..cmdardiu!he pr<X'CS< of
dtlta roll~;on and ,radng. Thi. has
i,.dOOeJ woodng with the Kodak
company to cmcr p/>OIo:'< ur!he chil.
dren aloog with their <leLail& imo
ctHT11".nm; and di stributing print
ou ts tllroogbool the reregee camps.
Thi$ lind of attivity (:llJl be supple
mt1ItM with information broadcast
by radio. JCRe and till! British
Broadcasting COf]lOOIlil,ln have
laullChod thi, IYJl" <If tracing pr0

gramme in Utanda. And theorgaru·
'''lion DocIOl'S Without BonIcn lw
a .;milar progrnmme with Radio
Aga1>l<'hya in Zairc. If the pare"",
'"11"><11 be found. 1M" members of
the extel>dcd family arc SOUghl.
F~;ling this. 311cmplS arc made 10

lIIT~nge. for fllStenng or adopIion by
families from lhe same cultura l
gfOllp. Pbc ing ~ child in lIJl orp/wI.
age shouW QIlly be a la.'l rt:<OI1.

. lHmobiliziTlJ/ chilJ w lJierf_
Child suldiers may lind il panicu·
larly hanllO cmerge from war and
build a nCW life. Many will hu>'e
lOS! their families or have been
rorcetl III lffTOriu: lh<ir own <;OITl.

munilies. makinG il imp<lS'i ble 10
rctIIm home.~y may al"l find il
diffICult to live withoul tho power
lhal wielding a gun can bring. an<!
will be lCmplCd 10 drifl inlll vio
lence and crime, However. efforts
an: being IfIilde to dcmobili,,,, child
soldiers in a number of countries.
iDeluding Liberia. Mll1.ambiquc: will

Rwanda. Somc children arc held
fillol in lmnsit camps to help them
adju:;l to peace before returning to
their communities and perh:\JI" to
school. Olbm ~ bring offered
lrnining SO lhey will have a more
ruli.<t;c chance of emp~ll'menl.

. /IeolinK Ihe ""'0101 ,,_""_
Many child soldiers will have
undtrgonc: horrific e~periel~ lhal
will !lve with them for tho I'e'I or
lhe;r lives. for these. and nl3I1y
"Iher childR:n. one of lhe most
importanl a.<pe<:lt of posIwar dc\'el·
opmem is psychological rebuilding.

Gh'cn the numbers of people
alfeclal this ta.tk may seem d:!unl'
ing. BUI in rtttnl yean.. much m<lR

ha'i bo:n learned aboul whal can be
achicved C\'en with limited reo
SOUn."Cll. [n the p:>sl. Il'ro1JnCnl has
concen1t:lled lin Wc..-1l'rn modelS
lIS;ng largc numbers of hishly paid
surr 10coon.",l individual children.
While Ihis may have belpcd a few
child!"". il hss pnwed far icc slow
and e>pcn.i"" a process to deal
" 'ith tho sc-. le of the problem. II
also has the drawback thaI Weslern
,.,h'isers may know lillie aboul tho
luca! culture.

A better altemative L< 10 lOIin
local people " 'ho can dc\...I"" rom
munilY-~ approaches. Th ... in
Rwanda in 19')4..1995. more than
2,000 Rwaodese were lmined as
l'OllllSrllors and c:oregi\..,.,. A_ a
",,,,It of lIIi, wor1<. around 70.lXXJ
people ha\'l! p.micip.1led so far in
·u pft'.«ion act;\'il;e" . such as
singing. d:!ncing. drama. drawing
:til<! ",riling.10 caSe lhe painuf lheir
memories. S;milarly in Bosnia and
Hcr/.cgovlna and Croalia. 1ocaJ pro.
r...ionals ha\'e been trained 10
screen childrctJ and idenlify syrnp
lomS of post-tr.wmallc 0\n:M..

The IQIlg.<frawn-oot insurgency
war in lhe PhiliPJIines ha.t also been
a tra"maIk upericnce for many
childrm. The"", il hal; been found
lhat adult< often avoid talking
aboul viul"nl inciden\$ willi their

•



children bccaltSC they filld il lUO
pain(ul, They also lend 10 undcl'C$'
lima'" the <lounaje <lone 10;> dlildn:n.
In this esse. too. il hili been (0Wld
!hal children have 10 be"llCOUIllp
10 0 1"bO' lbrir paill in lhr ....y~
...jlb ",hicb they all' IIIOSI romrOll·
able~gt1 an or dr1.IlllI or sen
llecon.......aion.oJ

~ Rr~ltJninl ""oloooJ_AIXItIlet
loa. (orchia-m clurinc nnime ~

lbe roIlap>r: <'If lilt edualiool ' )"I

tan. III Mo;Qmbiq.-.. damI&e 10
lilt m.1<:IIinn infr-smocture Iell lwo
Ihink 0( !he 2 millial prilNfJ
sdIooI .., childn:n 1IIilhIIuI~
10 .............

A puI 'til)' ~~ chil
dial', hu 10 ....... >IembIanoI: <'If
MJu<IIOn: IftCl IOUUlle " 10 _
m.wxion lIS 500II • plMible. TIIlI
does _ roquirr flllmal buildinp
...~: rduocalion cee be
~ "'"eft ill rd"up caDlf¥. 111
Rw-xla. !em nl rtolWllb or dIiI
dn:oI '-en: able 10 IUrt pm..y
clIssa- .itbiII IWtl -.hi; of lhr
mel~hlKUlftieollllmup 'JdlDol ill
a hm'. a colm- of bDic: oap
plica and -ws for 1eatlIiq.

111 Basnia _ ~iIla-'

C/o;nia. inl......u-al a!"1KieJ
!la,'., made pal dl'_ 10 hdp
Ioxal autborttie> INpfII~

C\'C1I ill !be ....1lI"iI sm..~ III
~ cluri", 1lle~. i.Ii~ido

ual~ ICKbcn eoari....,J

classes in llIei' IIIlrDts. ill ~
....,nl$. or i. Olh« saf., pIacts. UIlriI
schools were officially rtSIaRCd in
M:nlI 1993. InCIlot Mor.lar. "' hen:
dim: IIa:i bcm 110 ekctricily, d lil
ckm hm : bttn loWdyin, by~
lilbl wilb OIIly 11>1' ~ Nsk
malni.als."

Aucndift, CWofl.. ill ...-!IaI.,...".
surrou....iIlIS. can belp cbilduo
stan lilt proce.u o( l'KO\'try. heal,
iftg and reconcillation. III addilion
10 conventiOllal ~hooJ lessons,
m.y caJI be IaUg/I1 simple .urvival
lechniques. ce danlCn of mine
ncl<h, and confli Cl n:Jl<lIUlion.

In Liberia. rudmj~sioo 10 local
IcllOOl~ I~ al the hub 0( a dcrnobi
lialion ~l1lC' For child !!O1
dim:. "'"hkh dra""J llfl communily
~~ ",lIIbill1l1ion inl liall ,·eo.
vocational uaininZ a:nln:l. drop.-ift
ccnIn:!; and half"'ay homes.

~ Hdllnlliofr for pNn'-Wbcn
scbooll an: fUDClioniaz !hen: is .....
1lle opponunily 10 make a Ioqcr
lam rontribulioo 1hmu1b 'educa
tion for peace' .......Iowi.., cbi\llm)
10 <Ie\..,.... muNIIII~
III ~"C diffrITf1<"9 without
RCQUfK: to '.'la: and 10 $b(lW
how Ilu_ divCBIty CIII bI: <:m

Inced l'IIlla-lh.l bc:cOfliC!he basis
for _baic bdu'iour..

In I I .. 1m . US ICEf
~ "'ilh a .....nl lJ'lllCd
~ 10~ chiknn rrom
diffcn:m ,..,li,...... and nalwral
bIo:kpcunds 10 a uwo·..'e<i _

... camp. 1lIn;IazlI1pOl'U. cn:Mi>'e

.....mhop and OlIo cvitQ. till:
dIiklmr """"' iIniaed 10 'I .......
lhcir va.t.cs. bdid, and biases
..'hik~ c:mfIic:l: n:mb«ion
WJh. SlfIDI: lb:ol. IilOR' IhaD 240
NCiOII< .......~ ""'............
far peM't IClhiries. lind 1be LebI
_CG.a '_'lICUlllas indudaI par:r
.,........ ill 1be ...... cwlic.....

F.ducat....... ror peace Ita. abo
bml tXm lip in Dtllcr COUDI:ria. III
Lo"bnia. a Ooildn:n'II'cavI~
..... bml lWfiIl& sillce 1992.. pro
fllIlIilll unity and ~1i3tion. In
Moumiliquc. a I'nI:t Cirn&s -.
an. cbda: and ohraIrt 10 drmoo
_ lbIIIdilTcmoca do not III"" 10

be5dlkd II dill poIll1 of II JW1.
Th<JUp 1M uoder1yUo& """""'"

of an of u-:~ i. the
samc.lhcy lII~c 10 be ool:lopcd by
people in atr«1l'd communilies 10
nwe:h particular cullllnll ........ and
cirro~ Many of dill sarno:
princi~ Itt Ilso bei~ applied in
>dlc~~.• in I number of other cou....
nics III CUIIf1Ier racism and ani""","
ity l"IO'llfIl.. immigranl5 and to rll:llCr
lbe ...due 'If llller.ll1/X.

~--- .............-......---_.---.-\ ,..~ ..
_ ! _1-__- .--.--\-
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Anti-war Agenda

be plip of children in _-time
C'OIIlr.Il!ic:u not just e,Yl')' nonnaI
humanconc:cm for their wdfa.re but
aha the profes..<.N beliefs and legal
obIigaIions of those It:$ponsible. It

might be easy to dismiss this COIIlradiction as
callous hypocrisy. UNICEF sees it rather as a
challenge. We believe lhlll insisting un the rights
of chilcfno:n isoneof the best ways of reasserting
core humanhalian values. In !he wurds ofG~
Mad~J. "Despite the inberent bnll.alily of COII
Ilicl. PQ~ GIl possibly belkve it is C".'U per
mi~ible 10 llU.IJ'llcr. rape. torture or enslave
chikirell .- Nor is it pamiw1»e to~ by and
allow ;110 happen.

We do not :argue IbaI our Anti -war Agenda is

some graodi05e initiati'l: 10 bring peace ill our
time. We do argue. 1lcIweYer. that i1 is • \'ilal
beginning. And wbat gi\u ;1 panicular Jcgili
IIIal;)' is the ex.istencc of the Conventioo on the
Rights of the Child.

Tbe Conve ntion is the guiding f~ of the
Anti-war Agendn and we lin: determined mal
warring piUties in any conflict be aware of. and
be obliged 10 app ly. the peoecrloes for children
thai the Convention P'Ovidcs. We will strive to

ensure lha1 the principles of international human
rights law arcobserved 10 the full when the lh'CS
of dtik!ml are al stake-whalevn is I!CcOed, be
il uainilll of the military in various eoun~
lflIining for UN pex:e-kecpen or tr.Iining for
international NGOs.

UNICEF bclieva-aloog with many coI
~1ltS rrom p"ClIlll1ClllS. humanitarian agcucic:s
and NGOs---Wnlhe rollooNing agenda is vital:

•

Prevention
Tht world mll'it no Ioager wail ror the oulbfak
or hoI;tilitiei berore it pays~ Muctl _
dclibenlle cffort should be made 10 address the
undcrlyillg causes ofviolcncc lind to invest more
resources in mediation and connio:t rt,'iOlulion.

Girls and women
In the midst or conm~l. specific community
based measure)' arc necessary 10 monitor lhe sit
uation and needs or girls and 'NOmc:n and
especially 10 CIl5UTC wir S«'UIily because or the
lerrible lhmI l tbc:y race of SoeJiual violcnct- and

rape. TI'IlImati7.cd girls and WO'Ile1I wxently
nte:d education and counsdlins. Becaw;c in
lima of oonflicl 'lVOmaI'St'UJllomic bunkns arc
greaIer, ICttSS to skills tmninr,. cn:dil and other
n!SOUm:S mtW be secured. F..ducatioo. vromen's

righlS Iegislalion and actions to Sln:nglhcn
women's decision-making roles in their ramilies
and communitics arc all needed, both beron: lind
arter oonOieu.

Child aoldiera
UNICEF believes thaI the rrummcrn age or
recruamem into w military should be. 18 years.
AI presenl_under the Corn-cntion on the Rights
or lbc: Child. it i5 15 years. The clwl8e could be
achje,,'ed through Ihe adoption of an 0pIi0naI
ProIocolIO IheCorn'\"l1Don, Beyond !hal.~ is

• greaI nte:d 10 COIlCCflU3k' 011 rdJabilitatingchild
JOldimi 10 preon'DlIhem rrom drift ing into a Me
of rurthcr violence. crime: and hopele«ncss



Land·mines

No international law spcciflcally bans the pro
duetion, usc. stockpiling, sale and export of ami
personnel mines. It is now time for such a law.
UNICEF joins many utlter organizations in con
cluding that this is the only way 10 stop !he end
less suffering of children and other civilians.
UNICEF will nor deal with companies manufac
turing or selling land-mines.

War crimes
Recera years have seen the most barbaric a<:L~ of
violence. against children and other civilians.
"These mUSI be denounced as they are revealed.
International war crimes tribunals must have
both the support and the resourc es [0 bring per
petrctors to justice.

Childran as 1:0"e8 of peace
This idea should be pursued more vigorously.
The gains from est.:lblishing such zones may be
fragile and lcmpor.u)'. Ncvcrthelc.:;s, zones of
peace have become an imponant part of interne
lional dlplomacy-ccapable of prising open vital
areas of humanitarian space in even the darkest
conflicts. As such. UNICEF imends 10 pursue the
possibility thaI zones of peacebe raised [0 a tenet
uf international humanitarian law.

Sanctions
Economic saoclions are imposed OIl lhc assump
tion that the long-term benefits of pressure on
errant regimes outweigh the immediate cost 10
children. This may not be lhc case. There should
be a 'child impact assessment' at the point at

which any set of sanctions is applied. and con
stant moniloring Ihereafter [0 gauge impact.

Emargency relief
In situations of long-term conflict, aid should be
seen as part of a process to help rebuild a sccl
e[y's capacity and promote developmenl,

Rehabilitation
A much more deliberate eITOt1 needs 10 be made
to demobilize boIh adult and child soldiers and
rebuild communities so a.s lO offer not j ust respire
bul also reconciliation. An important pan of
rehabilitation must be lO address the psychoso
cial damage that children suffer.

Education for peace
Disputes may be inevitable. but violence is not.

To prevent continued cycles of conflict. educa
tion 10 1,1 , [ seek to promote peace and tolerance,
not fuel hatred WK1 suspic-ion.

UNICEF is commiued 10 mobilizing whatever
resources arc necessary in pursuit of these goals
wherever ccnfficts break OIl!. II is the singular
charecterisric of warfare in our time that children
suffer most But thaI only makes lhe task morc
urgent. Without minimizing [he difficulty. wc arc
confident that children's needs can be met even
in the midst of [he infcrno of war. However
dreadfulthe armed conflict, the death and suffer
ing of ehildren cannot be tolerated.

Children need be the victims of war only if
there is no willto prevent it. Experiences in do7.
ensof conflictsconfirm thai extr'JOI'dina1)' actions
have been taken and can be taken to protect and
provide for children. Out Anti-war Agenda is
intended 10 expand the scale and scope of those
efforts, and we will direct much of UNICEFs
futureactivities 10 this a1l-irnportanl cnd.

"





Fifty years for
children

The c",.l.iOft of Ihe United
Nation._ in 1'J4.'i """"",nled
the roming or age of "" ideal

of inlo:mationa/ roopmtiun. lIS im·
malial" "flUr ,,-as the dcl;troction
cau<ed by World Waf II bul behind
mi. lay alonger.lenn desire IQ pro
m<lIe v.ttId peace.. 'The", " -as, how_
ever. no idea of ,clli ng up ",illlin !be
""". lcllalion of new instituti"", a
~~ial org;II1i7.al;0lI for chil~D.

'The = ",i<lll in 1\146 of llle Uniled
Nati()l\.$ Intemalion, 1 ClIildre".~

f..mergcncy Fund wes an aocidcnl of
early co ld war poli ties.

1110 prospect. ;n Europe were
grim. The "..iDler of 1946- 11J47 was
parti<1llarly biller. Millions of pe<>"
pic were >!ill withool propersheller.
fuel. d oming .. food. Children cs.
pccially weresu!Jering: in SOltle af
fectM ""'as. half of all babies were
dying hefore Wi, fil'Sl binhday.
The Alii.., antkipll!ing wide>-prrad
dc'-as.lalion at Lhc "lid of !he war,
had c.L:Iblishcd !he UniLed Nation..
Rclid and R.habilita!;on Admini...
Ir.ltiun (UNRRA) in 1943 III pr0

vide generalassi5lao£e. But thelron
Cunain descen&:d. and lhe United
StalesGo''l:lllmcnl refuscd 10 goon
IL,ing UNRRA ... a !"lid channr!l
brout.'Ie it wa< aiding OO\ln!ries in
boIh Western and Ea$t=I EuI'lJP".

_ , CItiU- </1;-.. UNICU ..... '"

"" '" -... "'" _ """" 'ON<b <j, 1OUOIm<
_J-i,.. _ .......... <jf'_ 1Io

",.~ <j \ll..lo' 11\0.11.

J....'I as Ut"RRA _ about III be
woond up. hlIw",,,,.. voices w"""
raised aI its fmal meeting in Gc........
til proIesl !hi: fale m Europe'~ chil.
dren. The delegale from PlIland.
Ludwik Rajchrnan. "'-olS panirular1y
vocal. and the~ling aa:epted !hi:
proposal thal UNRRA's ~idual re
S<lIIf<:C:S .tIoold be JIllt to ",<IIi: rOC"
children Ihrough a UN Inltmatillnal
ClIildren·. EmergelK:Y Fund-lln
·leEF. Rajchman was regarded.
lherefore. as the fllunder lIf
UNICEF. The Execulive Dinxtor
designalC. Maurice Pate, made it a
ronditillfl lIf his "",,·ice "," t there
were nocaveatsaboo1 where \he aid
(mostly dried milk) might go. inshl·
ing Iha1. UNICEF SlIl'JKII1 e<jually
children in WlKlui.hed as wd l as
vic1orious rounlrics. Subsequenl.ly.
00 11 Dro:llIbcf l~. I m;o)utioo
lIr the UN Gc::nernl Assc:mbly
number ~1(l)-broollht UNICEF
into being. Forw itOllSly, lberef"""
the Children 's Fund b<camc: part
lIf 1h:It continuin& experiment in
;nternatillnal cooperntion thaI has
since coostituted !hi: United Na·
tions systcm.

Coincidenlally and altnOl'tunoo
t~ the internalionaJ CQmII1uni ty
had also cmbraced the new c<:ntral
prind[lle: that children w""' al""",,
the po~ti<:al divide.

This was quickl)" pII t til the: rest.
Some of the: """1 important early
progr..mmcs supporlct1 by UNICfr'
wen:~l<hed in East European

The winler of 1946-1947
lI'as porticillarly bitter.
Millions ofpeople wert
still wi/hout proper shelter,
fue~ clothing or food.

Children especially were
suffering: ill some areas,
half ofall babies were
dying bef ore theirfirst
birthday.



f_*~ U"ICU''''Iw~

fnd '-t;~rlUU_"""'...... ..,.....
"'I'J""Iiqo 0/1~ >qlIIl//1.

CO<I nnies-Pt>llIIld. Romani~ and
Yugoslavia--45 ....ell as Germany.
Andin tho: lale 1940s. UNICF.F pro-
vid<'d ", I~f assi&!"""" on bo!lI J idc!;

of thc civil ....1In in (1Iin, and
Grecc<:. 11 al:;o KIll aid lQ childeen
in the Middle East uprooIeIi by the
creationof Israel.

UNiCEf \lIlIS esWllished to hdp
children dam/lgod by ,,·ar. 1M it
Ma~ in e~ iSlentt tn lake OIl •
mllCh broado:f rete. While UN
Member States had lIOl intended l<I

prolong UNICEF s life beyOl>d the
po:;twar emergency. they did in.
cluck in its foooding resolution the
phra.'<e ~r<Jf child heldth JlWll<~

generally;' and thiJ was to off.r
ue Cbi ldren'~ Fund a pcnnancnt
niche in the large-scale rontrol and
prevention of di"ealies affeeting
children.

When the time came in 19SO for
the UN 10 close o:Iovo... its ' ICEF, a
~sful lobby was mounted to
seve it.This lime:. il ....as the new na
ti""" of the ·dt-\"Cloping' Wlrltl lha l
spoke up_How, a<W lho: delegate
from PakiSWI. could the taSk of in·
lernationalII<:oon for children be re·
gankd IS romplele when SCI many
millinns of children in Africa, A.<ia
and u lin Ammca lllllgui~ in
sickness and hlln~r. no! because of
war, hul because or the age-old
problem or flOV<'ny?Again. the pica
did nol go unhean:l. ThiJ "'as the
first tuming'point in UNICEFs his
lory. In 1953. theGetlCl'al Assembly
CQIlflffilCd the children's 0I'&3I1i'",
tion IS a fi~ture in the UN sy.\I. m.

UNICEF at this time: dn>PJlCd
' International" and 'Emergcncy'
from its titlc----beooming ,imply the
United Nati"". Children's Fum!
(although retaining its acronym).
But ill1l'\"ef abandoned thechildren
t>f criJis-tl>t\<e affe<1cd by war.
",,,,nict, drooght, fami/loC or .any
Olhcr cmc~ncy, However. its mis-
si,m expanded as the posI-wlonial
Clll pRSenled it with a new chal_

k"".

In the l.te 1950..MIl.arly 1%Os,
Ille wind'i of change were 10 blow
away most of the remaining colo
nilll nrdcr in At"". and the C:uib
bean. And31 the United NwioM. US
President lOOn F. Kennedy u'led an
end to the """my in the newly
independcnl COIlntrie, of the devd ·
oping world. UNtCEf l"ok up tlw
challenge on behalf or children.
This "...' 1llc s«ood major turni ng·
point in UNtO'.F5 hi'IOf)'.

"The 'dc\"Clnpmcnt' era n:<lcfincd
!he chiidren's "..use. Children~vi.

oody had been """n all "hjc<1s or
purely humanitarian ;mel wdf:uist
COl'IC<:fJ'I--t 'children indi,tr=;' or
as 'c hild",n in po"e"y'-\o be
taken intocan' Ill" glven supplemen·
tary support. Lire refu1,'ttS, the d·
dcrly '" the disabled. chi!<Jn,n wen
~gankd ISa spt'cial gruup, But ec
CQrding to the OI;:W de\"elopmcnl
pefSpeetivc, dJildrcn wcre nol an·
OIlier cause. They were pari of
every cause.Among thehungry, the
sick. lhc iII .fed. the poorly d Ollied.
tho: oomeles<. lhe jobless. the illit
<."r1ltc and the ccsuunc. there were
always children. And uniess !hey
were orphaned or abandoned, chil
dren could n""e; be lr"Caled in isola·
tion from theirparenlll and families,
and especially n<>1 fro<>1 their

""""'".From lhis pcISpxli\"l:, I m;..., ion
00 behalf or childrt:n " 11$ IlO longer
neat and sclr·coll1ained. Helping na
tiOM 10 help Lhcir children de
manded cngagcmenl in ma:ty areas
t>f hllr\1lll1 acti"ilY. It certainly in·
vol.cd crealing ...rvices lo hell'
childl'Cl\ dim;tJy. such as maternal
and child health. early dJiklhood
care and primary cduwioo. But il
also dctnaJl(\ed others lh:tl were nol

spcd fic kl children, """,h as "'''leT
supplies and Wlil;ltion. slum MIl
shanty town rel'oeW3l. and ert:dil fa·
cifides for WOOlen cnlrepr;ncurs.

TIIc samebreadthof <:oncern also
cx1C1ldcd to policy. Any issllC thal
affected whole communitic>!; aho



atJeatd lheirchlldrca-qricul(wc.
indusnialltMion. population puvo'lb..
............. ri,chlJ;. Nvironmemll de-
pleIioJn _ lIrtlanizalioa. The list
P'" ucacI~)'_bItr _1"lfuIc debl.
.IINClUnl8d~ -' \he post_
coIcI "' Ina>iuoa. And always
~ \Of wairina: .. \he wiBp wm:
doe IIIIlIIiplc ..cdicau...... u em
lOr ...0IllIIlin.

The IT"\{IO"'SC 110 Ihcp ,b u
dbldrool ...~ <II ...m.:t:
u ee .,-.., poot ' !Ici.
~. u dc\ ......... lCIll.Md~ 'fIrSI.
110 endicaII! pll"'Cfl,. W"lIhia w.
broider punuic.~. OJ.lm
aIJUftllbal drilclral /lid III be m..
clcd lIUt ........" ... Ihcy !IUll"aa1 \he
_ 1CUl~1y flQRl pll"'Cfl),. M <II ....

sult.lhey w= abo poomy"~ lO0OI:

ll'llSitivc~.

Dowa lhe~a<s.the: UNlCroF re·
spoIl$C to chik!ml's 1ICCd. 1UIder·
w~n, fTI;ltIy changes. In (he: 1%Os. it
involved ....., ""mj»igns agaia"
(lie ~alCC Qf~pidemic di:lelll'e: , 'I '

ben:u~is . yawl. """huma. leprosy
and malaria. In lIw: 19((ls.lhe ce
vclQpmcnl ....."'eIMa( ompha$4ed
ibe mnc!<:s to~ w",uglll by traJts.

fminl capil.al and1cduloloc from
rid! allUlIriQ to poor andby mVOl
;111 in bullWl Cllpilal. iDc:ludi.1
childml _ 'OUf IIlOIIl preciouo ....
JOIInZ·.l.IIlhe 1970s. doubIs aboUI.
~Iopo l"id njXiiuw:>:: P"'
pmm.........meI~ .....
ibe pursuil of e<<H1WIic puwtII
led 110 • ICadI for aIInnaIiw: ..
p«<:ks 1lIa -..: _ ptopl<-

mele<lftllIUliIy-a:llln:d.
The 19800 broIoPt funllc.o<~

.... _. Ibcc «<aIiuies ui
IlIaD)'~ ill Afriea _ Laia
Amnia. _ iMo prttipilllUS

decline and~ fomrd no bu6
FI"'Y C1IIl1 aDd n:od~. t....
deed . for many p>rU or Ihc world
m. 19I1Ol; ha.~ tw:ca bbellm.·1001
dtcade· - I!lnup in !be cme ofdlil·
d= Ibc 19l1Os an at... Io, ilim:llely
"" dl:Kribcd u lIM: tkcadc ill which
Ihl:irca..... _ ",· (ouOO.

The rcdiscoVCl')' fA children as •
,""'p i. thc:ir O"I'a riJ:ht was
~ fmm lWO di~iouJ loi
mull_I)I,. The rim was \be
cllild survi.-al rew>lution. wbkh
"lIS .....a~ "" child~val
-S ~Iopo...... I. 1912. IUlIiQ"
ibe nIClgCiic IcacImiIap or EMat
liyc Din:clOr Jarnca P. Gn.m.
m.1C£F.. 10:4. ilWaci..., ""
n:dlou P"C~ dtild dcIihs
frootl "·lC!i,. I Jodo • dianI!ota
-' II Ies. whid! ill do: ... 2DIb

cmtury aup IlllI "" be hre.tlfts·cnmc.Ialftd,_ IS rillioa dli1
dial ........ ibe., alli..., wen: Rill
6ri"& evny ynr.1WO Ihinlo aI........
from 1l'lId~)' preY1:IltIble ame..
lames Gnnl calltd tOO dle ~oileal

emetil'ncy'" ....~ world
'"'~ XI". This 'am.Jvc found an
u ..-!;Dary deJM or JIabal =0

aaJICC and Ilclpcd "'K1lv.tc "'"
pe<lp1e-«n1rcd develOp_Ill~
and inrn:;L'C its polilil:al llppCal.

The hli h.wl lC'!" markof (00child
s~rvival llI'od dcvelopmo:nl ",volu
liuo was ibc 1990 World Summit
f<1r ClIildml ... ibe Ii.... lbc Wgcst·
ever sall.mlll fAHeodsalSl.ll/f: and
Gov..'mllIelll-inchodirl& 11 ~i·

dents and Prime MiniMcrs. la all.
ibc Icp ClO."1\OOwel. 0Ji IS9 1"""'"
IIICllU oommilled~I_ 10 •
;.in! DrdanIioa and Plan 01Anion
... behalf of dle W<!l1d'. dlikRn.
Far Ihe rnt 1im:.1he &IabaI com
lIUlil)' I&nxd apoa illImutionaI
pis-a ee hi,heJi polihal
It¥ri-to mM:e nIa olllllllflllily
-'difoeaIe.""-""OO' and ~liIer·

acy, Md "" lad! spcaf..: IaJU$ by
lbo 'leal 2OQ.

l1oI: lI:C'OIOd r- propcllial for·
.."aid ee dlildml) nux ora I re
pcmcd campaipl f« driIll """'.
This campaipl'" ill~ <liar.
iIlt witter World \1hz I . ..""" ibc
ri&hl or dlilMn 10 special puIeC_
lion was lin.! inlemMionally ac
bowkd&N. 1n 1924."'" I.caa"" or
Naliofu /lid llIoplcl • World Child
Welf= Chaner. AIlll W<:1. aIkr

/0 ,"" 1JJi/('U' -.....-_,...."Mft/.._lbllilll_..........

•



SUK-SA IIARAN AFIU(;A

• I'\'ogIeA b'dlih II AI!ll:lIIJiII
tIeeI'I ~.-.:I min _ dliIlI._-
• Risi01~ llefQ'11Il'l !... ~
still h9'1811hIn In Ifl'j oilier f8CPlII
~ lhIllIdona ...U5MA ham
2!'> PlI' c.Il .. l!iEl1lO 18P!I tenI ..

1!l!lJ Ill..- ....$,rt_m

IIJo'llIllC:nlUld "' IMlIl COWIlIlBS,

Il'ICbIrG~. ZanDlI arlll.......
• llIe~wl\Id'I~.. """
tn.rn V 10 51-" IIeIwelwI l!llll

Dl 1BI. nJl'I\8ln$ "'" kJNe$ln1lwl...
• In1lwIe.1r HIli$, (Jl/y20 1* 0l0Il
01 tIiIcnn Io1Ih1 ...WIn IIIWflU

l'WIlll!, III Il'$IliW\y l!l!ll5. IIDJl hall-• The~ 01 cMdl1ll io IIOW\'
Cool n&:I~ SIIU1!l6ll
The (Iirl5" 1Il"'''"lOl /8t(I1TIMl thM
lbilledhwl \8 III~ I'll" CllIlI be
_ 196ll1llldl9!IJ "Ie'>&d 111I.

lilly "'" 01'-~ se
IMllla:lIfl pm8'f IduJl,IAIlIha
ll"lIDlr !l<l!' _ wille

• llunng ItlIll!lllll. lIIll ••••OIoh'.~'
me..... lI~in8bol;rlhllU" ...
ilIlII'" l:cU\IJJlIL No od8 1IQOlIl!llS
Mrlll.lll'Jlllllllldll _-mel;
• MikIulmmhils I>liI dIcInd,
andDnI!Ihilll gf c!IddrIn 5""- '11Im......
• Dol MI3(lII, IIl8 rUlW IIIchIIdrlrI
IlIf mQthIr hal blrelyd&:lNl on
~ Il*S ~ 1111'10 1TOtI!h;wl 6, !Ill
119-1 af ~ <egIOM

•

WorldWar1/. """·lIovemmenlal Of·

ganizations (NGOs) lobbied lhe
newly formed United N~tiOlli to en·
lIor!.e this document. As a resull. in
1959. the UN General As.'<"mbly
~ a new "",,100 of the Child
Weir"", 0Ianer in lIM: form of a~
daratiOll of the Rights of !be Child.

During the following two de
cades. however, !be cause of dill·
lhn was progrcssi""ly drownedout
by tbc 110;';" fmm~ many CllIlcn
the environment. for eJlamp1e. and
worldhunger. Acc<JrdinJ;ly.in 311 ef
fon to bring dlildren back to the
public' . ~uentioo, the NGO chil
dfl,n's lubby pressed the UN to de
dm 1979 tile Intemalional Year (If
the Child uvc.

Rother than ~iCnting develop
ment as the main context ,....
addressing child....n·, needs. IYC
focused ins'ead simply 00 the child.
This WllS II<JI a reve"ion to the P"'"
";,11I.< welfariil lllll'fOC'C'h sine'" it
inVQ/~ airing many din-leu ll is
sues in uocompromisinl lerms !hat
went bcyood welfare and philan
thropy---{aking the wraps off such
scnsili,~ subjc!octs ;1$ child I~boor,

child abu.<e and ehild I'rostilUlion.
lYC .....3.' also to pave the way fOf II
major new adVllllCC for child
rigllts---t/ll: fI'J'Iaccment uf the 1959
De<" laration of the RigIJls of !be
Child wilh I mon: weighty inlCl1lI
Ijona/legal inSllUmen1.

In 1989. Ille UN Genenll Assem
bly passed the Con~mi(ln on the
Ri[lhts of the Child. This cnteml into
f(llre in the following )"Clf, and lIS

wit/'l the dlild survival and develop
ment reVQ/ution, it toecbed a higIJl y
respoosive chord. and foad fewer
obstacle.' to ranficarion than most
Olhcr human righls inSlnJmcms"

1111' year 1':190 w.... therefore, a
wlller<h<d for children. The: World
Summit and the passage inlo inter
nalional law of the COIl'"l'l1tion on
the Rights of the Child "TIC crown
inl moment.< of Iwineampaigns: for
children at the kading <:lJgc of hu-

man devcl<lfl1"l'n1. and for children
at tilecutting oogc of human rigllt<"

TIle", eampaigns may h3\'e crys
L.m~ during the 19lK1!\. I..n ,heir
uJlMSion b<':longs to the whole
COUrs<': <Jf llle posl-Wor\d W", 11
lUId post-colonial period. In the
decade: of !be 1lJ'XJs. m.se earn
paigrt<haveCOIl''Cfgedand begun to
take on each Olhcr's coIourinl and
pcrspccLivc.

In the uncert.1.intil.'S of the post
cold war era, the OIllSl81lding '1u"".
lion for u NICEF and <JI.hel ehampi.
OIlS of lhe chill1ren'~ cause i~

whether tho: momentum fur children
will """tinue to grow. Amid the
clamour gelll'rated by "",h i.<utSa<
envimnmenl>li >U.'tainabiJity, gen
lIcr e<jualily. ddll forgiveness and
tlhnlc sclf.<Jetennin~tion. ehildfl,n
may lum OIlt 10 bejOil anolhcr COIl"
cern whofc moment in the sun is
s"i flly eclipsed Altemali~ly, the
new priority for 'child survival and
development' and 'child rigllLS' may
a<1uaUy echo aprofOllndshiftnf hu
!lIlU1 val= and behaviour.

The following hislOrical n:v~w

commemorates UNICEF's 50lIl an 
niversary)"Clf and lr.ICeS dceadeby
dci:ad< IIow the cause of dlildren
intcrnationally has cvolved over
the "",,1 50 ycars. It ""pI"",, lhe
contributioo of UNICFJ' agaillSl. thl'
bill:kclot/'l of changing ideas in
social and economic affairs, and
Ilks 10 sec wl>cre lite ehikhn\
call1<': is beaded for the year 2(0)
and beyond.

Th", 19505; Ere of the
man disease campaign

The inclusion in UNICF.Fs found
ing resoluuoe of the phlllSe "for
child health purposes generally~

0(lCI'tll the way for UNICEF 10 re
ellmea pcnnan<m fi~IO'" in theUN
SySlcm. AJ><! it also pI,'ed the W"~y

for UNICEF in,·ol,·cmenr nOt only
inehild fceding wt in public health.

During World War U and i~,



aflerm;tlll. lli=>oc I'IlCS had wan:d
amonl ",.,3ktn<od popu131Klns. In
panicu'-_ forms of lU~n..u""'i_
the ·"'Ihile p1agur·-h,td r<cxbed
epiOOnic prosl<lftions. In Poland,
for eumple. the child dwh rare
hum TB hid mulliplied four 0_
dwilllthe .....

A' a IQU.II. ill 1947 Ibc: Scuo.Ii.
naviarl Red e-,;~ lOIl;lll

~ hum UNICEF for an in
..,.,...... tllbnnt~ ....1'1
llul aimed ID ilElJDlUli« all lIllin·
f«lold Europem cbiknft. This "''a'

10 ee bolb m. a.p oaa:illllian
campaip ever UIlCIcnaka:I -.I aho
tbf:, fust _ 10 _Ihe BC(J ,'ECinO

!>UI.'idc: doc evatrolkd cirru..
5CiIICCS of Ibo clinic.

"T1II= -..: some: quabm: dill
UNICEF ..wid be~ 011 1bc
I=iIory 01 1M fledt;Ji., ""arid
HtaldI <>pm....... ('IVHOI. tu: II
.... arped 1U: UNICEF ..'\lllkl
"II,....... N WHO-. IIldulical IilM.
g;,ry 10k: Nan IIlnlid otra- _ _
iaI $"flPO"I ill _ !:I •ax:
s)'rin;c:'i and >dlicb.

"The ...."'• ••" n ClIImJ'IIIlI
.... Ibo~ for UNICEF", ....."01>1>
_ in Ileahb an. lwyuad alIIII"'

FDq drild f«ditc. iJld«d. ......
l~ P"f ...7ft» 1Ile 195Oll. l1li:
~""';fia~

pcdllio; br:alltI ....ipiips pcnIJy
..... Ibo JllUQIe 10 COIlIf'Ol or cndi
COle ~pd:_ di..-- 1llcf,e cam
palps ~ mlOIlI Ibc: fiBl. and
oeraiBIy l1li: """" ~Iar. ell ·
.......... of ..........-v·m-dinlmla·
tiolmI~ And Itley l"llO\o'fd
far br:)'ond Eun:!pe. LO AfrQ, AsiII
and l...aIin A""""'a. They abo
ch:lnrcd UNICEf", prioriOo.-a
IaldiIlJ its prosramme~
colly to COUIllric:s in !he Middle
Ea<l. dw lIIdi.oan Sllbo.'QI\Iinenl and
Ibc: F;ar East. IIli well ~ shifllns ~
focus from mIC'fIC1'CY fIN. aid for
childn:n LQ Ion. _tcrm pR'V(:nti,,,
hc.1llh care.

Thb altack QlI ill h\:.hh W\IiI
promploo bOIh by dl:nwul and

supply. The dcJ1lillld ~ame from the:
heavy ea.e.1oad 1If infectious dis·
ease to he found arnQ<I, populalion,
in lhe po"flty.suickJ:o ·UIl<Iertr."'I_
~- warid. "The A1pply came from
lhe bfcUlhrou,tls ill mcdiClll lCIl."b
IlCIk>IY of the pmious half-«nlUry.
New dru., and '~nQ w= be
romin& ,.,.",. . hupft and. fof !he
fUll time ill hi>l"'Y_ oft"l'n'd • ern
.ine~ 1M t;C"Qkl !C'OlIIp
could be J'A"qll_-.y ..ilbnut ..."&it•
in,; for1b< >pad cldocI<n. 1I05pi
lak and heal1b <allr'IS. Used 0Jl
a _ sale. and fol.....ift,: • 'Y""
II:matic popapbiul plaa and
timcublc, 1M ...,.. lCdmiques
~eticaIly '-en: a spc
ci6< discaolc 10 rdiDquish its hold
ova-a "'.. P"4"'w;"

"The diseaIC IlIaI.~ nr·
liest raid _ dl.,N6<:aIly 10 1h<
__ campaip ""25 r-s. TIIio
painful conditioll. spread by a
~ cudd lad lOaal
~liIy. It ... found ill lr<lJIOaI.
poor and mnoIIe nnI_ aacI ......
COilD~ IlwtIup brolca stilL III

lk carIy 19SOl.. 1b<n:....,.., t'-clII
10 be ....... 20 ",ill;" nsc:s
...1lfIdo&ide. Cl''a" Ialf!:I ..'1ad> ..~
.. A:<\I. The in•."...... cl paUcillin
lIWnformtd lk pI'<l!SpO"IU cl COR..

0-: Jhnt cleared lk u&lYpink ~
sioDs. and a kw _ tlcan:d 1llc
di;ca.<c ...... Ihc hody.

The atnpaip apiI>lt yaw$ ..·iIll
wbi<:b lINlCEF ""25 nul do:6dy
inoohl:d ..... ill l ia M<>bile
IQmS of by heal ......ten Iocalcd
ee cues. and Iltalth~
Ilnlcd lhcm. By 19S5. lbcsc IanU

....= 1mIli", O\'a" 100,000 yaws

....". a .....,lb, Similarly in Thai·
land. -'y I milJioo cees lJiId
Men CIIm1 and full <13dication
in Asia ...... tJ.,romi"l • disli.....
pcuibiJily.

"The oJ........ tn;l:ICuklU-< .rr.,... or
they~w~ CUi'll also a<1l.'\l as a $pUr 10
0I1ltr ~ampail'l'. One WllJ tubm:u
M.i,; by 1b< mid·19SOJ• .l.S million
child"'n worldwi<lc ..... '" ""ing

.....----....... ......,..,. ..., ',..._. , .
~ ..""",.... . .....---

"



1*"_...._,'" _ ',JM,rr"
~-,...._-...
,....,.nU........ ,. JIOO>,~ ....

-.,..",--"""""-~ ..
*~.

•

ttSlW for TO e'I'ery 1ll<lI1th :tnd 0\'tT
1 milli\l'll """",inated. Tr.t<boma 100
was under wtack . Thi, .J. inf..,..
tiOfL which tben alTCCICd up 10 4/JO
million people wllfldwide. Wft.<

u..ated 00 a n",-o;,; !<Cal. wilh an an
tibiolic oinllnCnl. Malaria was an-
olhcr priorily. Al !he mid.poinl of
lhe ceruury. lhis di",asc had lhe
higbesl illCidencc in !he world-
200 million victil1'l!i llIIIIually. The
malarial froolie, was rolled back by
mITspraying uf p.opl,", borne5.

fi nally. leprosy sufTe..::n eoold
be offered a reprieve. As tbe li~

cll"ecti", rrearment, for !hi. <eigma
tiziog condilion..me;Olll use. lhey
100 were illCCJtllOl';lled imo~ dis
ease campaign mochi....ry.

lbi. enthusiasm for dealing wilh
di,..a.<e lhroogh ledmica1 im.....'.,...
lions even eXlended III malnutritioe.
When in !he carly 1950sin,,, ,;tiga_

I liollS among ehiJdren on !he African
.. eootinenl re\'ealed widespread mal·
i'! nuLrilioo.iniernal,o",,1 puhlic heallh

v.pert.< "..,re "" alluned10 !he hem·
i<:s DfdiseaseconqllCSl thatlhey be·
havcd lIS if malnuuili\l'll. 100. was en
epidemic infectiOfl . They gaY(: il
medical label<-kwa.<.hiorl.:or and
marasmus-and lhc medic i.., lh<.')'

prescribed " "" proI('in.
0 "" of lhe mO'1 con'·enieal

fonns of prolein was milk. The
uk hcmy Wl lh;s panicuiar!mnd of
animal fal and prolein could p"', .

form on child health was almost as
sacm;aocI a principle of nunun: &,

molherhood. UNICEF " ·as ' lill
""" ,'ily engaged " ith child feeding,
and for l!lc first lWO decades of its
e. isLCncc ee hem of iii effOl1S 00
behalf of child nurrilion WaS !he
proviSiOl1 of mil k.

This was gn:w y "'''' ''led by u reo
hable ""Wly. In lbc carly 1950s. the
US hod accumulaled a V3.S1 re.... r·
voi, of skim milk ",hkh. due 10 ad
vances in dniryproduclion. coold be
dried. preserved and later reccestl
luted. In 1954. the US Congress
passed Public l;.lw 480, lhroogb

which the US ofTemI aid ,,'W'niu
UOfIli surplllS farm produce fn.'C of
charxe. UNICEF ....",\ an imflOlWll
n:cipicnl; in 1957. il used lhis a.'
JW1 uf it' progrnmmc \(I provide
,,,ilk via sehool. and htal lh facm·
tie:o 10 4..5 million c1Ii ldrtn and lu
J""gnanl and nur<ing~, In
some rounLrics, UNICI-'.J' at", sup-
purled Iropical dairyi ng. fn lime,
"",""",,", il was 10 n."I""" milk·
based inLC......~nliOO5 wilh SI1SIainable
""ulions such &' home·gllWoll ,-eg
erables. fmil, and p'l\I lu)'.

"Jb., nt.lS.~ dfscasc campaign~ cer
lainl)' sl>C<:CC<lod in reducing tilt
\e>,'ds of infection fCO" botlI children
And adullS: in Ct ylun, fur ¢)l3mplc .
« IWecn 1 94~ and 1960 !he lkath
"Ue fmm mal.ri. dropped from
1.300 pe, million 10 ",ro. In f:lCl, '"

sccccssrur were !he campaigns thaI
during !he """-I de<:ado: tIley were
bl3lned fur ign;ling a population
e.tpln:sion. Bul. lIS e.tptri~ _<
beginning 10 show. nne c,-erything
ahoot !he campaigns wllS quilt 3.'
pcrfecl as lbei r puhlic ;mage sug
",,,,,.

"Jb., campaigns had bttn 0011·
ctived as inlerim $lI1Ulion~

means of holding some f\ll'lIli of iJJ
hc. lth 01 bay umil suehlime as "'S.
01 ... heal th ,,""ice> C<lUld be ."CI up.
Hnwe''tT, it was precisely this lack
of a health , uppon DtI ,....,k lhJl
made !he opcnuioo VOl)' diiflCUll
and tXptll,i", 10 1lIOUnl and.uSlain.
In plllt.-e.< wbeTe tnLined ht"l lh pro
fes" iorulls .....", few. adminiSlnuiOl1
"'-cal<., communic~li,,"! poor and
trun.'fll '" inlerminenl, Lbe rJtarp and
de.:isive SlTU~ lbe di",a..;e Cam
paign wa.~ mean, 10 deli"" rould
di ilve ink' a long, ....JI!'liti,.., and
i vocl usivc cmerprisc.

'The campaign manage'" had un
derestimaled Ihc lIpCl1uional diffi·
CUl lies and lhe: human oomplexitics.
In Lbe 19.IDs and 1961Js, conltmpo
t'IlJ)I adulalion for lC<:bnoIogy and
tht 'quick fix· cnromaged !he Cn_
Ihu,ia."~ of inlcmotional public
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he.:LIlh III bd~,~ th~l. wnh cooup
rescorces. bcrter cpidcmiolo&ic:a1
MIlVCilll10Ce ~nd U lra ~r:ol<:,ic re
IincmmlS. lhey "'wid filllllly R:ldl
tbrir looJ . lJ ke wir OI)UnlCtJ*U in
Olber di!cipli !he public helhh
optciaIisu "11: new 10 lhe clW-
knll't' or . "clupnwlll. Thor ,,-ere
bound10 mac mim·...

For di~ like ya"- when
peopk fOllllll painful~ 1IL~

pariI'« as if by ..,.p:. dlcy ..'~

happy 10 ....."...ah:. A.od lhm: -..:
llthrr lICIUIX~ of . 'hidl
lhe Faot "'"M Ilk ~'aIIlIaI er.li
aDaa ol sa>al1poo.. BuI fa udler
cfisraw=s pcopIo could ... a/-a.-a)'ll
1« ee aart woR III directly nl
'fI'ttl': 1Iwm_ a likely 10~
Ibcir tdlarioar. 0. of Ilw: _
fJiffiwlt~ ... 1IlaIaria.

'Tk maWwc maJaria tal......

buDchc:d ill l ')jj by WHO ond
lINK»" fllll1ly biled b«ausc its
chid.d " IH~ "p 110: will
iapc:s5 of bodl"""'- and ......
iaI ..............., 10 Iioo~ at. W«p'"
fClICnIIr bdu,"!'~ 10 !Cd)..
llicIl Mftt"'l··. E•........uy, Ibc:
mabriI ..-.ric;Q ~ II> K>

cqlllba ..ilhouI a t.k $ef'riec: ID
bK:t. and cabOt... dlrir pills.
i1 aimDA V1lpOS5I"blo 10 "mIf'llIi'li'
heallhom I p"p'dMioe ..,. it _
1Wil.,il...lly~
furo.arllpIe. in • !didQIIlP.

The _ inIpoItaaI~ 10 ee
IeJmtd r""" Ihepn!ClVlIIlJ:'$ ofw
19S0s ..... ..... Ihc pcuplc 01Afiica.
Asia and Ulia Anoc:ria _ 1'10I •

blank shea of paper 011 ...1liCII ea
pens l'rom Ihc induslrialiuod ",\rid
auld ".,.;~ lbeir 0\\11~ of
I""'£=S-~. IOlllIhcr lIc:aIcIo
1Il Iea\l; ..-as 10 pess before lhis jes

sm "''lIS fully~.

The 1960s : DeceM of
development

InJa,"Wy l\l61 . lhe Unill:d N.,ioos
,..,solved WI lhc: d«:ldl: uf 11K
1~ would be 1M Docade of

lkYC~nl. I'R:sident Kcnno.:dy
u,unchtd the lle<:ade a1 the UN in
l'kw yen. Earlitr. in his inaugur:al
:tddn:u U I'm.idenl. III! had sig
nalled • DCW ~n~ of J'W'llO"e in in·
_ional afTairs. He d«1ared: ""To
those pe<lpIes ill the hlllS and vil
...... 01 hllf lhe gIDh:: suuuJinS 10
Inat 1Mbond:'< 01..-.~. """
pled,e ...... beoI cffllN 10 "oIp m.m
help~h~M

The rap;dIy dC'oololIilinl -utd
dllacmbIrtcd ona_.or~

IIel'dIip. la Ihii view. 10 tu\"e one
pIl"l 01 bullllllity live ..dl ..'bile the
Olher Iivl!d .. pc-r _ llllnUy
~. Boat dIcK" wm: also
~,,=' .'...... In Ib:idro
IasiQI canCmncaIioa bcn<caI £.all

and WI$.~ p .."'" 01 pll'>'CfIy II
IcviaUoll .". a~ III be de
pIoyat iIIlbc bllildill;J or alliucu.

AJ _ ~ tIe/led III r-
doni IlO fe'l,er 1tIIll 17 fomlCl"
".. . ill Africa .......cd iadc.
p ~' h ,_ , ia 19l'j(1....-tbo dima: ...
eee 01 cu-'-_ and bcpe.. Tho
__ liIIb bcilIl rOlJ:l'd ..-mm. lIE
aJnIrrUIity 01 -....d 10

opal up • _ en 01 inIl:maiouI
pca::e ad prosperity. Thc COUllIrits
0I1Itc "third. wo;rid ' . baWl& au <If
their rolooIiai iPlU:l. _ :abo
aeeded10 CllSIoff lbcW llO"C"Iy. B UI

r.. 1hi> lbcy neededaid iII lbefona
of r..... and "-"-bow f..... Ibcir
ri<hI:r III<'i&bboun.. Thus _ bon

dlc pM fordtvf, .......... a roncqJl
.. hidI alona willi ....., _ _

lioN! ..00. or .....oomic in\'$_

meN abo~a~ of

monIlIIId humanil:lri.... fCl"'lJllL
DuritI& Lhc laic 19S0s.. Lhc U.ncd

Na6<nl had begun 10 adapc 'IS iaW
IlIlions I(l Lake on lilt; devclopmall
chaUc• . II abeady had lllChnicII
C-\penillC wilhin il> specialized
lienc:ies but ir a1!lO neededa meclJ·
ani.m 10 rlwlllCl [i1W>C;a1 re_
SOUfCff, In 1<,157. lherefore. il
establislltd a Special I'wIcl 10 sap
pan!he V'lwlh nf infra' m><1ure and
induslrialiutiun. Thi~ wu Ialcr 10

' 1l00U : EAST A1\!)
NORTH AFNICA

•
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_One~~ 1lIl1llll c/liidll:l1 III
~world 1,,,,, ... $ouIhAAiIlolll<ta
01 b<IQerWlg IJ(W:IY, .... surmIII
lI'ospetU _ iItQ'lMIlIronsIdII

IIbtt (Ml llla p;a:lIlI\IlltlliIl:lIllBJ: III

1915(1. I oil • ctiIIhn dolO Dy.. ~.

'" 199] 1m 1UItJeI_ I Il 8
_ Ilia 8JI:lIIt\IrW:I' lit bnh reatmm
3!l1ll1iJ 'f$ItJ biItwiIn ISIiI end
19!1l. tsd _do ODI "1"fo;an!~
1IUd"'" mill. D 1IW;do Il all JIII1eI-• ThI gi<\!' IlI\ l"'8Y1(;OOoI1IMlI-
nln IatJl) i (II 1I Inwn Z9 per ttrn

'" 1961l1ll 62 per tenlll 19!1l &II

ma llIIfOlIt !lIIP '" edouIiDIl -...
_ • gtfI .. 2lI1111' .... _ loI..ty

III~l1lIM PIlIIII'I 5tIo:Jlll.-. 1 bay

l>M!~ oJ~ "'*'0lil_ 1".......
~ II>i 1hII...rIv 1911i;. 211 per IIIll 01

tflildr8ll_ 1IlIIIUll1llll8lP"l5l
~d<-= tol'lht
-'Y 19!Os,~ ilIlnlIrmIlIlfI 1118
~ lIlral$t tr(IIId 1ll1151'Jl1 t8lIl h
llqllilllsll ClMIl3gt JOlnd _

Illl/4 Pllf<tII1!U~ !lIII!l8Os
~~dupon t"" per !.lS1 Actild

\ItI1l111 Sn l8rU l3IIUI*llll~
n...... ana born III~ SO...
~ M,jl/alln!ll;ln~!lllper alIIl

III ctoIdrIn. bY IIIII'e h90esl >3\11'n_

•

be lr1lnsf"nned im" lhe Unil"" Na·
lions Develcpmem Programme
(UNDP).

Al firs! bllL'h. UNICEF wilh ill;
mO<,\rsl humaniUrian pmgralllITK'
did IlOl. appear III beloog 1111hc rK:W

'<lc"e1opmcm' club. But Ill> organi·
zation in tbe UN CQIIJmunily could
remaln immune ltl the new cum:nlS
of lbinl: ing. During lbe early 1%Os.
UNICEF med 10 . ,,"orb lhe lOm:1l1

of ideas and chari tu Own pa1h
wilhin lhom. Thil qUOSl ".a.~ c~sen·

linlly guided by Dick HeywanJ ,
UNICEF's senior Dcl"Jty F.lICCUlivc
Direclor and inlellecrual p"wer
boose from 1949 III 1981. In !he
process. UNICEF Undc"',C111 the
!.bird imponam !nUl,formali"n in ilS
hillory.

The: luming·puim '. ..as a special
survey inm !lle needs lIf children.
Thi< survey, inilinted by UNICEF in
1960. lool< a lcar 10 CQIIJplcl<:, and
was ll<OOOlIIpanied hy 'Jil:I.le of 1be
an· repcns frl)m lhe speciali, ""
agenc ie.' . These illCluded: WHO.
for lhe hcahh ....-edsof child"",: lhe
Food and AgricultUR O!Janillltloo
(r AO) and WHO. forlhe numtional
needs of chillln:tl: !he Ullired N;o.
lioo., Educalional, Sciemific :wd
Cuh\ll"~1 OJganilalioo (UNESCO).
for the educali0031 rlOOi~ of chil
d"'n: !he UN Bureau of Social Af
failS. for!.be soeial wdfare needs of
children: and Ihc lnlcmnlional
Loobi..... Dfgani<ation (ILO), rill" !he
work an<! livelihood reeds of chil.
dren. The final repon. Child,,~ <1
I I,~ IH\~I(lf'j"g Coo,"rri~., Rpa
seraed a w"lt rUed in n"tlOlls' OUI
look 0/1 hQy,' 10 help !heir mosl
''\Ilncrahlc cilizens_

The reptlf\ inl<l"\<·",'e _ ';OJ a"d
C\.'QlllIIIlic S1randS fooccming chil
dren', wcll·being in a f= h and in·
novalive "'ay anll prc",nled I

theory LSf de,...loprrcru lhal under
line<J lhe imJlOf1"OCC of :lali.fying
human rleeIt< during variou~ pha<c.<
"f childhood and p"' ·adullhood. In
partjcu lar. il argued IOOL ~hildren's

need, should to. built im" nali"""l
development plans.Childrenshould
r>ot be Irca!ed as if lhcy wcrc lhe or_
phans of!lle develop'"cm J'f""CC.'.~

or ~ly its ;lcridental bauage:
theyshouldbea focus of all policiel;
dinlCloo al building up a coonuy·.
·human capital'. Jus! as over the
course of ee 2O!.b century, Lhc
mono 'children [i",!, h;>d gained
c-um-ncy during lime< of war llOd
sud<Jen ClI\ll'tmphe. SO a new vcr
sion of lhe same III<lIl" hall been
aniculalCd in lhe comCo>.I of devel·-"'Thi' had major implic;IDoo. f"r
!he progr.unme' UNICEF sup
ported. They ,wid 1\<> Ioog.... he
confmcd 10 Ihose run by 'ub
departmcnlS of Ministrie.. LSf H""llIl
and SocialWelfare. If ehiklrenwcre
a coonuy'... !110'>1 p.-ecious rcscercc.
lhcn lheir inlcn:sl~ wc", n<M merely
!IOI1lClIlinlll" he~ at limes
of dislrc:SS. RiIlhcr. lheir ..ell·being
should beaspecif", largel of Invest
mem and indeed of !he " 'holt: de
""lopmenl elfon. The Situ:llion of
childrenwould nave 10 bediscussed
wilhin M;niS!ries of N:uional Plan ·
ning, Ill> Icss. And because chil·
lIren' ... CUI'K."ffIl.' wnuld It",'e trl he
,"OOtempt.led by ,.";e",,,h ;INitutcs
and willlin naliOO3I sun..,ying and
planning c..cll:iscs.. uese wcrc all
:lClivilics thaI UNICEf "'ould
hellt'Cfnrtlt be Willing In "f'POII.
The importan«o UNICEF alla<.-hcd
to 'planning for children ' was con·
firmed in ilS~ial 1%2 ded ""'·
lion of policy for lhc [)c..-.:lopmcnl
Decade. cndol'scd thai )..,ar by lhe
UN ('",nernJ A.,--.emhly.

TIle <>1M major change wa:; 10

abandon lhc companmcntali/-"Iion
"f child",n's needs. In the fUlU",.
UNICI!t' would cooside, 100 n<Xds
of childrenalong wilh 1hosc of lhci,
parents and nurturers. and would
lake ;nlr> """"""I the 'whok· child_
Instced of trealing!he child as a sel
of p.1IIS of which lhe <lilly ones
of c~m '«"' !hose relaled 10



ph~ well·hein,. UNICEfshould
be " 'illinl n' ~~ 1M cbild',
bImder iniellc<:lll<ll llDd I"'ycbooc,.
cial needs.1'bci~ 0IlIl.'0rIle
" '30 ~ clwl;c or !,,,Ii<')' ..iIetI:hy
UNICF.F l'cr W (Jnl 1i--.l1O
!he .aioJactJoo <Jl w coulllrio$ <Jl
!he dc\"l:kJI!Uli ..uJd-",~ "'illing
10 pm.'idt f"""" fOf rOO11W AIId
""".formal rdI>cali<1lI.

lJb' many od'e' "lCl!IllaJ of 1M
inlCnlal;"'· 1humaniurian commu·
nil)". UNlCEF liCt 0IIl OYer Ik IlGI
few~ 10 $bow rhIIl!le fi<,1ds In

wllidl iI " lIli eapted '-Y • lh<-'
bean <Jl dc>"I:"'./IUL n.:.c ..u..
lllIdiliooW an:.- such .... rood
and nutrilion. and lIlMmW and
child baIlh carr.. Rill thc:y abo ill
cIudod ...... _l5UdI.~
,-'s iwa. ...... Qlpplil's aOO
"""...... fa~ --. UJl,,1CEF
roald pm.ide INleriaI-'- III

I!If: l'crlll<Jl~ cIrua:I- >d.
eb .. a ' . 1 lotipnldr.. Ia "aJ
plXlI" ...m-..-.I<doi....w.;a.
"'31 t.ik "itIIuur I!le ,,~imaI
"I'll: i: inlo dl"m.

Beau.., !be~ ClIp

.., ...... ,,-. a .h'ly fidd ori 
enIed. thc:y karnr:d llIi$ ""- r_
l!WI __ Olhor • ..."., b:usI",
_ .._ ....,* dr>'eIopil". t.1

bml 1"1:1); ", Iqriy .. !hi: fonaala
of teebnical xyicc and cheap
cmlit. T1U _ • woefully il\ado:..
quae~ to P'J'"I:flY __ 0
COIIIpIr1 " ttl <Jl pIllilic;d. JUcial.
c:ulunl and "'-'Wcdi~

The humanl~~ (101

l!lc other hand, wanUd ordinary
families 10 ll.'CciYc tan:ibk: bctw:lil$,
Thor ,,= /101 inlCmolCd in~
tical models~ fn>m WCSlCl1l
-.only in lI)'inllO nmz 1lliq'l
""ppm 011 tIw: """"'" Thrir y;"ion
rL dro."l:1opmtnl ..... 0Ik in ",'hich
pM< of p1:l<l> ",-TIl III ItIc -.Is of
ll>e 1'""..-1111<1 in tho: cilSC of
UNICEF, lhe IICC\h ofpl<ll"children,

Rue by lhe middk ) 'l:W$ of !he
decade 000 run.hcr ~'llI."iidcl1ll i"n

w:>s Ioomin. O"el" !he h"ri1<>ll. The

def11<l&l1lllhm Illld <liSl.'U\'tml \hal
""""nl docli1lCll ill W de:1Ih "'II: UII_
accomplUlk<! by tnldChilll declines
in 1lle birth nIt ..-= p1ayinllLa\w
IO'itll lll:Ye1opi1lJ coontrie:s' """"Ia·
Ii<ln profiles. The tia<l rL increase
\lui had IIhn ~ centuries 10
IIiIppuI in Europe ""as winS p1at"I:
in par1.l or Africa. Mill and Lain
Ameriao ,,'ilhia SO 101j yano.

The te\IlltinJ: ·p"p.d_ ion~
1oiOII'~ to llIIdcrmilk all
11K Iwd·..-on pillS of human
prosress ud subjm 1M pI_'s
~lIbIe~ 10 0Yer

......Imin& sarai:l. It quidly b«:amc

.. inlc:mMional .-~ dial
all .,en!) fJf lk>..,.........nt ."(:1"1:

l'on:aIlO adoftoL The",..h.."k.ca1
ilblrv.- "lIli radily .....101 '

a1rlic:iaI~
Ik!l • • moctiIIJ ia Adclis Ababa

.. 1'lll6. 11K UNICEf~
lloMl for .... CO"ttpI 01 're-
'P'C'liNe u;Iu;4" . wtIOic pri-
m.-y ~i", .... 10 irapruft !be
.....M1• ...-cU.bcia& and cpali:y fJf
lik 01.... dlikl .... IIIOIIw:r __ ....
famiJy. II did .. __ ramily
p1_;,.. ... a<heiO'td: i: simply
_ tbat family plalamc .~

.!<left in .... two.kr~. of __

IOIaaI and child 1w:aIlh. .""""'...
iInprow....nbi in !hi: _ of
"'llI1lCII ( ... ll.rbinF of Ihc tonft:r.
CllCt:I ill Cairo and Bci.iinll. pro
Illll6ac liItncy.~.. tIw: • fJf
~ ... aYUidilll lIII"''allted....-

In 111M. lNlCEF ..........-..dI!d
11K Nobtl IT.!cL' l'TUr. t:.licr that
ye....M~~...110 had ltd tbI:
orpniarinn ",occ ils illCCJllion.
dio:d, His place .. u"....lli '" Dim:
101' \O'IS taken by Hmry I a....risse,
Under,,,, Clll'l'ful~p 11K
UN's orpoiuIion rOf children be
c:une snduaJly IOOl'C promilknl in
lhe~ of 1M<loy. Even """;1" "as

nul unlil 1972 lhallhc UN fannal!y
m:upiud I!wII UNICEF "'IS a de
"cJopmcnL ratbcr th:Ln a "..,lr= ,
OI'JIni'~;'>ll and bel?" lu "",jc,y ilS

T....._ ) • '___..,..,.-----.-...,' I . _ . _ .. _

-~---

"
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Village water supplies

I"lI>O ............. of 1957, ..........

~..-.l"""i"'''ItOp''nb'lI..-.........---~..... t...., In~_ ••: 5 _
$la'Nd. l""*I of~_
__ .. lot 10 ltIiI ~ IIwo.igh<d
AJra.__Ulin-.

iIn>.n:l 70~ cell. of h:io is IepO
'-'&am,.. _ .... b\r.deep Jtdc
ohioIcl, _ ......... b:tlor>~ ...... reIv
on .. id&..0UI'<l_ we _ •• .,. \'U;

..... II> dn:lu\JI'L ... l!l&~ ..... In

..... Guo..",,,,,. had idooci.., 153.000
~., ' : _ ...._a1llwn._-

In ",. 19lKl1,. "- _ • __ 01

~ ordln ................ cf I967Ih!t
.........~_in__~__........."'lho;~_
\ftlll~ ~ wouId'-"'"""........._
\tit Iho viIegon ICl.. rnt>I8 _1.IIIinlI
D........ melhodo,. _ .,.,. 250 vi
*- __ IIolld wiIh~ to

.-.--.LM:Ef .... n 11_
INlX: .-lIIhg .. cepebIo of boI'ong
1mIUIlII 1511 ... of n:dl In obQu IIiIIh

"

__ltIiI....gooocv had PI"IfId,
lI"oI rigs _ lnIII5l'Iln1o:l in

dItlughIOi'''''!IO'_. I ...
"""'__""-11I_

!hi Gowo i., • • aIIliwl UNea' lor ......
'*-ng~-. 'I91lI .,.j

15114, ur«:EI' otIippecl In 125 .......
"""'~ WIh In.Itb IB1!-
E.od< of _ • ..,.,.. <i'iII 1((1
bui......... _---el_ ~
_10 12.OX1~ _ tlbcM, .....b_
~~_.•_---

IU'1& _ of ..... twqunpo In lrdiA
._dme_~ ............
....."'~-~mgd.
ell ll'I/It Nd ....., 000l dilliyiied Iof
lariIy ... IU__ In Iho lIS

rri;rJl_ -..- bot.'""""""" 10m
iI'y _lIfW limes. <loy, _In lrdI
_.- ~ ...,. Wch __ oro:l
<Hlchn~ UP to _ ~_

lIOrn .-...n 11 Uk. Net"p""y,; .....
piJI1lPO~ bnJloo <J<->. 'Mlor1
UNCS'lId. _ of~ ....
_ .. 1\00 _ t Ioi.nI tI>Il7S Pl"

crol"' ...__ "'.....
0e00rIy; ..... .- "'IIII"'l

_ A 1m _ bot
l.JNKU; !tot \'tbrld HMIII>~
I'MlOl. !he~of"'"_\hO
_,.,••d~_..........alll

""' ...... 1Iimp/It......q, III III ...........
""""-I In .......,. _ ......

_ rd """*'II no """"... ....,..
_ IIWI _ ....... ....-fl. hew-

_ UNICEF_ alIlPIIr all _dOOl1

i;o'llw po,ompllWl .. ' »
~ _ .,. ShoIalu po,omp "'"'
'-lorigiNly -. delVe bV' III
leu\toI lndlM "«Noolco Thov maciliId
ltIiIlar_m- praducIion ond""""
-.•••,0IlCl" ......... 1.4.-.. 1 .....
~tln1918_1i71,

"'-~ of Iho lndIe Molt; •
_ ., 1t11.lf18. """" I!iIJ(I ........

It'Jl)IIh. ElY 19l1( ll!~_
procl.lOng lOO,OOO !IV 1987,
___~ IIKI _ 200.000

Wi:J,~ lO_tllIlI'lIIIS in .
_ ..... AIrioorod l-.AmoIrico, ~

do """"1__on II. _ 11>-'"
r.g ..__..... \ ~......_~ ' . ,..~

t. t.~ ....

"""" .-.friInd\I1ndiIMolt.
In ... II-. l>'>tI _ ....". _

1 niIIiorI 01 .. PI'>"

6.a!d...-dIl"Y'-"tprOl«! bcoh .....
rod .....- A 1511( """V8I\ .........._bIIUNJCD;__ _

in hk 11I1*"C8III_ """' .
.., """ e..., ~ __ liO.ooo
__ _in 1n<iI,..-d.,
eqo..eI runbot ..~__ Into

~ I!lRlughou .. do. '. ....-
"""",I></r_ •.•,.,..,_..p
_ ...<01><•• _
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__ =_oIliM'_ ..
..__ IVI·lmlao
_~ ...__oIIN1.._

... _ ,100-_.. AIra"I iloIIL _
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~ ollhc World Bri.. made
....". .....Mmas.~_
...... Gvo...."oc.. ill~
_ir:s. .. said. should ,tdt:si;p
1lleir poIicia so_ ...~ Ibc llICCds
oflhc JIOOI"C'l .II) per CC'll oflbcit
poopl .... n:1in~ dlrir JlO'1:I1y
din>;lJy. The commIOnC of lhe IlCW
dc\"'1oplncrI1 slJ"llIc&Y wa. ltlll'l III

""plidl . 11l1Ck UI\ 1lO''''"r-lbc;1
one liO !OO\InlCd ll'! noI 10 damage
"OOf>OmK: pro5ilCClS . lIS orooomic
~ ,,'ere: 'n:dis!ribulion with
1""""111 ' , and·meetinI buic 1lM1<'.

A$ poiif;)' IllObn htp LO f......
Ics!; OIl_o.lG and """" OIl pe0.
ple. \hey IQ/izuI lila lhoM: biI
pbym. lhe hunwtiwiaas. had
ICUlIIly lIld lhc __ criIcria r...
~ Ialbcr ..."ril Wllik IlM: ec0

nomic pbtInm had (orowd ...
........ and faaorics. lhe 1lwn3tli~

llIl< had roatSCd "" ibc villa&<', Iht
mrnmun,l)',lhc f:tmily lind lhcindi
vidulll. They appeared LO be1l\I11inil
;nKl effl!Cl 8rili~ coonombl E. f .
Sc:huDIIChcr'. """'-"'pi I.hal '$ .....U
i$ bl:auliful'_ PfOIIOl';liOll lIIar
.-.ned 10 cnapsulalc 1llo JIlinr of
lhc na. NGOs.. with thcU localiJed
_ ,.ojecu. aIn:ady en.ioYc'd ..
inrimaIo! IdaOOnship wiltIltlc poxr.
UNICEF bacl Atilo:1ar ..,. =I •
AllhlluP ~ ""OI'I;ed M .- oacc .....
IIlIJ¥Cd. itli UAWUtit:e ...illl 0(lID

""·iricJ __ f;CfUIillly mucbdoocr
ItWI \hgoc of Mi'f adoc:r playa-bl lhe
UNh~, Wilhin !be de\"dop
........1 d ub, lhc p<Opammn ~
ponl/lJ by lhc hwnaoiwianJ. inc:lu_
din, UNICEF, began 1(> enjoy I ll<':W

legilimoKy,
TIle culy 1970. saw II"U C\"a11$

of pon iallor RJllitiancc (llr iilk'r
naIlonoI dcvdt 'I'OCCII ODe \Il-.s lbc
0Pl:C oil 5ln:1. ..1Iicb ..- piccs
-on, Illd coded 1Ilc tnI 01 dlcap
CIlelD' &lid cheap illchrnri.liu
.;, IIId tt... doe olebeapdcod
llf""t'll. The octx.- "'"&1 1be.~
food~ brouP abouIby lwo
~ ....-Id barVQIlI in 1m
and 19R The UN....,.....Jed 10 !he

lOUtIIIIIkr its.........0 ... .00 JOCilll
ndlIIf It-. I1umIIliuriall. lUdIiJI
ef)'. ADd iI. .... IU _I ..... still
lhallbe ide:I rJf inYdrul& inc:llilcfta
-ad_~ IVIrI from .- IlOlioa
rJf pbiLtimupy .... inID lhr devd
oprnmt maillStn'am.

The 1970, ; Ere of
a lte rna t ive,

By the urly 1970:<. lhe develop
menl """'<""''''1 was I'UMing oul of
loIUm. Tht idea Ilul lranSfen of
npiW '""" lect>Qitai kllOW-bow
WO<Ild quid:Iy dU;prmco: ...i lh pOiIS

plIl"t'ny t:.I ....,..m Illilooolt:eioW.
Dwiq Ibe~ decade. llIilI1..-.. . ...~-~__\ ClMIlnCS .......-.vu

hip rllCeS of c:coou... 1lV"'1ll---ia
~ of S per cali llr _ in
()NP--bJllinlo of "'" t.d 'uic:kkd
00...-..' 10 lhc pnllr. On !he coatraI)'.

lhcir DUm ber!; 19d $" 'Ol""'- bad
lhc pp bct"'re'I rkh ItIld Illn: JlCO'
pic, and bcI"~n rich :md P'~)f na
lions . The niles of popul31;on
&rowlh " 'ere panly 10 b1aJ1l1': hill
equ.lly imporuM wen: polid.,.
based 011 5implistic -..mpti<'mo.
ThiI IIlUd:l bad~ eleara- 10

dIl:~ ,,-l""Qicy 0(~Iop

.. maIym JWchod 10 lIIlioa>i
Da..JO"dm.....................
orpeizM" ThI:y Mil)' bcpa til
eli I .....il;M Dd ..... "'"'OIlJ ....
><C OUI OII lhe .....,.. rcr 1IIlCnlllli\u.

This led 10 • _ di~ of de
~< Iopmcnl lhinking. Sin<:<: ceo-
notnM;1"""111 did noI aulOmali<:ally
' '''« P pave" y . "''''y, developmcnl
anal )'$lS dcci.sro lh;ll lhe IittOOd
DcvckJpmcnl Decade mu~ abu in
c11l1lc mas.u~ dclibomllely l.af

JeIed M ee poor~ bdp lbna
...ct lheit ba<Oc ll«ds fllr food. ....,..
In, .......... hc:oIdllDd~

ltllhc pa5I. ......lIisb -' pt.l
IlCfII bid Iootcd.-Ibcsc~a
fomu of 'COl'SIllIlpCioD' 1lKOD·
~ 10 flCOlll>IIUc produanity.
Now IIo:ir lhinkina bcpn to m..,c..
In 1972. Roben MtN....... lhca
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WHO. into 'alternative""'tl!od' of
meeting baUc: hcalth need<' . f rom
lh<:ir cooclusinn., togctltcr with
l/Io.,,;e uf .anearlier i,lw y ;nto educa
tion, UNICEF~ own \/t'fSion of !he
oItcnwivcorder ...., "",idlyc"""l;
ing. 11 was to be known "-, lhc
'basic scrviccs ' approach.

Ac<'Ol'dillj\ 10 UNICEF, dc>"iop
menl Was failing to reach llUj,'" seg 
monts of'lhe ",xIf because uisling
~ices for hcallh. ctlUClllion and
agricullur.tl CJ<lclI<ion w= mod
clled .1ong indu.'<lrUIli,.cd-c<lW1try
lines. If lhc: poor had to wail for
their lives 10 be impro'"C'<! by "",h
«'r'\·icd. !hey would probably wail
fore'·cr. Existing "'.... iCCi rarely
n:acbcd as far as the village, and
",,'en ",'ben they did !hey were usu·
ally unconnected lO ca<h Olhcr.
Worse, lhcy were often uncca
l>I:'ctcd to llle ~i llagers' OWn pm:.-p
lion of' their n=:ls. As ... allerna_
Liw, UNICEF propo:sN a range "f
imograloo l>asic servic..'s !h;ll woold
be ncxible eoougb 10 be adnplcd by
an<l will1in lhc: c..mmunily.

"These ha.~ ic services woold also
be community dependent_ This
"l'I""""h was bomrv.-cd f">mllle in·
creas;ng number (If community
based~ in counuit:s a<
far apw1 a.' Guatcmala. I~a

and Tarvnnia, which had ;ncorpo
lOlLo:d ~ )jliril of VQlun\mislI1 along
with tradilional systems of mulual
""If·help. UNlCfJ' had I:lktn advan
tage of this by trolining and rooUV31.
ing l~y ""'mhers of 1!le cummunily
toperform simple ta.;ks such asbaby
wo.igbing, carty childhood Slimula
rion ond basic handflUmp mainte
nar>cc. ll1csc w lunl""'" L~", 1d thU$
ac:I ..., 'h:trefOOl' ","Ofk"n< delivering
1OL1lI .W" icl'$. The relmively few
highly trolined [NOfcssional' who ""
to then had been performing routine
ccu-tues were freed in.<1ead LO suo
pervise Ihe cadreii (If VQlunleerJ;, In
this way, scrvk..,,; could t>c. moo:
widely eJll~ wil/loul e"ll"biiMl
e!ltr~ OOSIS.

Illmn"phcll' of crisis "" ilh • seriesof
international COOfeTClICCS: 011 envi
ronment (SlOd bolm. 1972): I"'J'U
131;on (Buchare.<l , 1974); food
(Rome. 1914): wO",",n (Me~ ico

Ci ty. 1975): human sclllcmenlS
\Vlll1cou,'er, 1\116): employment
(Gent,"1l, 19761: water (Mar del
PI.,a. 1977): and ~e-scnifiuliQl\

(Nairobi, 1977). Meanwhile. the
roumries of the de"eloping lO<II"kl

wac lr<lwing in clJnfidcnce.
Encouraged by {he sUccesS of
the OPEC canel in 1974. lhey
demaDlled. IlI:W imcmeuonar eco
nomic unJer. • chang.: in ..la1;""·
\.hips among the nalioos lo:lllow the
up-and-roming members of.he in_
'em.lion.1 community to gain act
cess '0 ....",jd trade and linallCi. l
m:trl<clS.

In.sc .,,,nl! and !he currents llf
thinking they unleashed hlld impor_
lalll repcrcl.tSSiOO'i in UN1C£F. The
oil prke hike :LIsa meam higher
prices for r.nm~... :md all the
equipment Deeded to inc",,,,,", agri .
""l1uml produclion. And the workJ
fond shortage llad serious implica
lions for lI>e health IlId ",..,U-bc;ng
"f lI>e ~ million chillln:n ..'110
he<! in lhe coontries designaled
'roosl "";ously affected', In 1974.
!he: UNICEF El<c';uti,.., &an! made
a formal dcdnr.uion of lIJ1 'Emu
llcocy for ChikJron'. h was bclic'"cd
m.l c'..,n ""fore lhc crisis snuck,
some 10 million children world
wide _,ulfered severe diewy ~hon·

agc . As !he: price of food continued
lu me, child hunger ami malnutri·
lion were hound to iJICrea'le.

At !he prompling of Hcnry
Labuuisse alld his depuly, Dick
Heywanl, UNICEF was aI"" ur
genlly cunsidering whal kind or
program"'" strarcgy w""ld reach
chiklren more cosl..,fT",-~ively. In
197~, !he: UNICEf E1OC\lIi,'c lk>aJlJ
re,·icwed lhc: lilldinss of t"''O impor.
lam Sludics: one inlo the priorities
for child nU lrilion in lhcdc~loping
world and anolhcr, cooclllC1Cd with

••
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Sohor..Alr iaL

-~--_ .. ..._--' ,,- -""



Community-based health care:
Indonesia sets the pace

I"1m.. rdriIion~ b.n:ll!llll
fl'lDnl _ \W<I~ d ~tdoo ... 20

....... "**-' ....... ,.,."~ lIld
__~ lNQF Rille
_ I'Urri'lg _ I-.l -. ,..

~ poooIblo -_.... -.....
_______ 1rdI.dng It>II Mil>o

iIr7v g/ f4ooIl'l ........ NooionoI FomIv

.......,"""'''''''''''IIKKBN!lad IWOlliIi8(I~ 1M ~
1:1.,- __" ,•• .-- lot

C""l'~ ... lIllly _ I» ,.,.
_ V<llh bIltw IIldIl ...... Tho
~,__1ho<G""""""_
_ rIWiIl ld Iho rew ...

.-t.-1Ilno/ult .1d PUbk ....
IIoionr IIubItwn _ ~ n 511) W.

~ So lllO(8N, 1ho Miniolry01 ...."
RlUNICEF~wt\oIl_lO~
""" GIl IN ",_0",~

~Pi"""'."I""'1N\1101.
l.NCEf"'-IO~. rurIIianIl

1iM_ ..,... lor _ ~ ...

hhIIry d~ BIOOlN ..-.d
NIhe pi...,,""'" _oed lit ee.....
""'" __ Tho~ .... ........-a

.....,;ghing ....m _ .._ """*'"

.. """'" ........" Iheir !»biw' Il't""lII;...... '.., ,_IO~_·

maN; A -.:l iIon ,.a::
-~h<iugh_ ......

Thio1"""'.'''. bocIrno> -v """""•. MaI:hn Iluilt __ ......-.I
..... rnor1II'lII' lor _ ~
Tho' ""'1i"9 room_
for ....~u: ...........1rom

¥Ilage~ ...". .. 
atAlsl ... <:CI'J'II"U'Ill_ UNICE'_
00(Wl _ III jIf'IWido klts b .. -.

lIoonoI 1,500 .--. The aa..ii'.'
.-0 98W0lrUng ........ IOJllIIOfI- """""
lid SuhwJ wwliIoIlEd. f1IIiCIrIlII r.Jln-

"""~ """"",r-...,0IClIXIUf'Il
II>ILIPPDI\ fII.otI'b:n.

llIrtllllrdoo J"IOOI~_ Pt.n
119J'9.\9BoII. """"""Y rei .......
don "''''Mkwo _ _ '"

9l,tIXI """"'_0\1 pootllDo::llled", . 1.000--0Iw "" '", •• depob.......
I*\tIllI pM Tho MinlIW 01Agrir;uII.I'
IWIl """"""" 10 ..-...go 10 _

~"""""~-""_ ........ n. l\eIigiow At\oiII.~

iIlry reinbt>Id hMIIII. Jlt/lI'lIlorI ItId
'oopclie/llo ......1IlCd " ;eo _
1oIomio:~~"""'_
t>lInd rr__ 10 ......~ dIM>kllI........,-....-.d_

In 19l1II,.__ lI*--.80

ord !ill ... coni 01""""-l:..t1oghl thoit
W8ra 10viIIgo " AM l1I' 1!l1l.
kob r.t 20 cHlloen_
lllIed .. 25ll,OOO P09lll '*iooj~ sm·
up lor _ paolO '-vo<!-
USS2 USSA b-. ct>ad, _ """""
q 01_ 1JSSO.7& pol'...

To<tov, __ , mlIior>~ ...-...

.............. .-...Iclo d ....• __n.. ~l:>f

20,(0) _ .......... In:>m 5PIl_
_Amlnl!IGI"" .... (1(''' '
......... M Yl4Ihin__of pnrr.y
_ ..... Thilt-.c:orIthJIocllO..Im
~~.,_RIrto

_1ly ..... _oIl99O; ...............

."...,. IlglIinot ........ """-" 
""""".,III"....,-,t.s...-. m(Md
19I19._""'"... '1....~
loll~ ...... *XI,lXltI1U 5ll,l,lOO. Andt:.
-. 19l1OonI '9!13, Wane mcruIitv 1*
l,oo:1 ...._!011""'" 1:n1U71.

.. tho~ I*l<ld rAtho..-ou- .....

lIiDQn"COY."'" moIrUrllon r. t..l
I\aIIooecI.In tho..... """""" • """ ' r.
~greIt"""In..-.v~...
8IIDn IholIll"ObItJId; llIt1rtladXI1m
~.......oon. " _ ...,,'wiM d

I!wlYIloQoo .......'" '" """"*"'lod1Nl.1I
IlI:tt .... '-111hII~ ..........
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In 1 ~76. the UNICEF Elc«lllh'~

Board commiucd il.\Clf 10 the: b:o..k
.......'itts approoarh . By !hi. lill"ll'.
U~ICEf and WHO "" .:r¢ ll~ady

..."tn 011 ee ...-ay to ~lIJ on 1ft

alImlative~ III health are..
They IIad seen that !leallh care
SUUCl~ ;0 do.dopo, rolIIllM
had 1:\'GI."f:d mainly Po pile rae
Jimi~ rI tlwe hip.l«h dt!i'a)'
~ familiar in Ibl: IPMaial·
iJlOd ..uId. Gi..... !be bd< <JI _
-.lbis had dU&oncd pricJrilXs
afld IcxI 10 I disRp'd <JI 1be htiic
principkl <JI publio;: IahlI. Up 1lJ90
J1U"" of a c\r."dopiac 00UlllIy'1
hr:ahh t.l&el_kI be: ablorbxl to)'
I llbl2ful (Ii cily~ Kr\ial
Ibe "lile. while IIUI ill .... CUUIIlry+

sicIo,~ .."'" oDtipd 10 ,,1lIk
miks III Ibe _ rudimmlIry~

~.Thtpour""' '''''''''''''
ally m:ej•.., >',li to frum IDObiIc
Iea/llIl 01 SIIII1/pcIJt el rio M«I or
...-, wgian... bul~ Ihty
oqnIIy • • I _obly1llooM' for
-...aI -' doikl 1It·1:!: hoe
rard)' ..b1atIle.

AI.Iimr ..'bra han U pi....
-.I '" n I7U fcniIi1...__
nine die ..md. m jlljcw 01 peo.

pM>---Iop III """ quanom; rJI 1llc
I'''p"t.. ion in _ y~f\'

....., I/(yondIberadl of mOOen
health eee, M IImI\'CT. dlc lid·
.......,. dul: ofrIiaod dorm. or ""'"'
.....ur Ihdr dnJdmI. wee t:impIe
and obviouli. The poor om\" /lUffn
in. and dy,", from di:llrTbon.
rc'-.:n aDd~i..r~

MIlO \ongtt~.m. ill
Illc: il'ldu$lriali7.ed *tlIJd and indeed
""ere "ic",cd tllo:n: ill Ihc IlIU>I

pedesuiaa ImnI. They wen: dlc
di~ <JI1lO'U1)'. And they were
di'inlptinc. and in __ c-.s ".,.
~ Lhc l i~ 0/ hUndmls ol
millions of dli\dml and famil~.

In 1911. aI an inlCl1Wi<lIIal oon
fen:na: in AllDl AI:l in ,he then
USSR. Mini. 1m< of He.tllh from all
\1\'.,. Lhc de~d<lpinj; ..-urld avooJ
thai their he~lth dcli" ~ry s)'Stems

m~ be r.ldically rnlnICt ural La
pru·..idt: 'primuy health (VIO' (PHC)
fur all thcircitUcIU.. The critical_·
via: WU carl' for IJlOlber1; and dUl·
drm bef""" durin&Ilnd after binh.
Added La Ibis """." erncwncy fiJSI
aid. ~illanee of young dli ld
gro""Ih. disease romtol. fam;ly
pllIIlni".. tafe _ suppl~ and
m , ilQb,ltIlw _itaiOD. As ,,"i\h
~ic :leI'Vicc:s. ordill&l)' people
wuukI be m1iw:d in Ibtir pm.
vmliw: cant. TIm rdcaI , Itt

• arnIlitil.us pi. ·HtalIll r AD
by lilt Ya.- 2OlllT.

0urillI lilt r_ """ ~'eq,

mmt rw.lcs UNm bad arptd
IbIl wukiag for d1iklml pan
of ... IIIlIdI IIrJer IiOC'iaI un.
IllImk _'ftIItfIl, Bill Ibis~
5i:Ii ClIl (\n'ek,..,·, . ... ce otblr
pea '"-s allllt <by bad ... on.
t.:IL h .- Iha. ItW:II ..ilbia lilt
.......... mm"*'>iry. Ibt .,.
Nl IIrcdsof rftilclbood aad of dis
.to : J dlild puup5 """' ..
dqa- of brina: wbu...tpi ADJ.
ilM 10 pro;ea dIiJlkaI bd iMo
Ibt 1imtJiabl. Ib<Gmn~ ta
Il' . ' ...' u.ioa for ChildWdf_
ilIIll otblr dliJd.tdad NG(k .......

aaro 10 ..... ....... iDt UN ..~
1979 1bo 1Iki,.acioaal Year al 1bo
0Ii1cl. Initially rclucwIl 10 allIllIIit
its u..,Pts III ... tckbiMofy ....
poMibly ""P""f1Cial aIT..... UNICEF
"'.. t\~ly pmlIlIdtd III ploy
... kIdilII role. IYCpro>w fill" from
~1ciaI . II "'.... ... mnarbbIc
liI .......' Tltr d1i1drn', cause bad
radwd onoUa:r ruminJ·poiDL

Th. 19ao.: Cam pailP'
fo r c hild , ufYival

/\,,, lilt 198Os--d'lc Ihinl Dcvc:klp
........ D«acJr..-<Iawned. 1ht coon·
Irie$ of ~ de'·elopin& wOOd '"l:R

tqiMinj La fc:c l the ehill of I IobaI
=u.~;"n . In tht ;l\Ihl<triaiittd
alUnlJits. g,uwt h bad slumped ond
UI1l:mp!oymtnt had risen La k>'elJ;
hitla:r th3n 1lI m y timt si""" tho

f,.....sr ,\SIA \ )\iD
TI lE r At me

~ II rlIPd'\o~ ..."-iIII,.__
Wlltb*ll ~~_ ..-.
o;fo_lIrdlMwl iH.fI
.......... 2llllll'''''
11I5.._. l!I!I]

• '*'r '- iIIO '_
~1 tI&1 In150-.

• MolIaIGlI-,""6lli1l1in11
.1B_lNMrIIllI,,2· ..........,1_..~

01 diiIdIIro ' .......... ,, __
.....,..XItiS tlliIa. ...

"",,*,~~.~..~ ...-a- -.
~__.c •
...Ial'ql;V I>:

~,.,.,-- ...at__CllIII' __

. 1h; .... ,.--, _
__ 5O.lI&lIII'___.,1. I1a

.... g;p I.- dIlBt

nq, 1M"'''''''''
.. "'"_ cMIa at I .IJI'
1."~ IIKI-trrdldilId
.&Il1'&.-l
• f'tGpat:1QIIlIIt ta
-...... I!1SO ..

d <MIoen llIInIlrcM....
....1Il.. IN 1L'lI'. Iv...

"



ORS: The medical advance
of the century

DW"'lI I'lI I9l!OI, UNICEf_
... \1*l ....... ancl~
.....~.o:am.._,o ..

...... on ""'" _ ".. d~
~ ..-. " ...
b 7 .......-.._ .."" ... , _._~-
_d ,_....dIt>l4aG'~
1JI<<Ioo.1
Tho~..-__nw~

... bot (ItS • " I ......., _".,..
-.,-

ft ..._~_ " ... _

~_5 -"_
Tho_ ."doI , r
lIJ"W'll_ d*I _10 00. lid ....-.-..~--..
"': _ ... _..".. .. boll>_lJrf" boItI' __ Tho...., _
_ ...-l..bI",'-N ;;
_ .-t-"O b<>clV
~ n- __
",__~"'a_

Mel '-*- ~ be ~,oit cd
bV ....,_ ..-..-.- iI. iI

•

""i' ',i..._ ..._....
d d*i__me.. """'".. (JIQotJId .... ""...,_d .......-nl99l.. d ••.,IIIo,,-,_
_. od".~~..
-_ P; ...._
III*l ... .".. ., be lNd fIIIlllgh
hi ~_So_~

""" ..." ..- ...
..._- b\'ctrilt'Il ...-O'",.... loap ...,.-
_do:nloot>r, ',_ 1000.".. ,,"~ ....,' ._of..__._0 '1tI_

__ '-9' -.01 ..
VOl OI'IS, _.

~--llao OidI dCl'lS ......
.-.. tftl "'"'"~"'.1 'dof>tdim. Tho ..........
lUll ,•• eo,,", 8'lAQ,

.... -...... -_ ...........880...-' _ .."*_ .._
" III cr-I dill""•._.

_...........,' ~--_..__ ~

P<''' __ ORS,_

""._10_",,1:, I_I_......10_..
(ItS-'-__.... ' ....

'""" UM:iF-.-t ill • CIr t III__ ~._lilIO

......._.,. - .._10
-"'...M:u1cl1Wl d" dooo" __ ..-...,.-_ ...
_ ""'" " .....do_' "*""'"lllRfl. OAS _

,...,.,._- _ ......
ThilliI. 1 PI'

.... lMIld 1ht bigIo•• IlI' Ill .....
I9l!OI, Boo: 1I-. 1qIlI'Il .-.:I .."*(lITmOIlI , ..

ONrd lho II_... ....-
' j __ "..,..x

ORS.1n lJrad s.-. b .... ~

_ 1O_• .....","_..
¥m' ~__>O.. ,",'"

~.l_"u'. ORS.~
til i • """""'l~ Drug_I"' "~_tot

..-..; _ ' T ' GrI/OI. _ 01--_....._------.......-a1,lllD~ .m....

....... ",",' ' ., ..______OM'

_.,, . -"..-
...... ..... ...."', ....." tWl



.. ..
- ../'_.

_ ... N

-_.-....
••

J \ "

•

•

_.
•

Tho_~ """'"'" _ po< ' JJXI _ ...
..,.. j, .., _ h ""...-!JoI ml
"""" ~fnco _ .. roll .. _ '"1' __ol_._., I!l9:I.

~-S_"1loclno\l ." .4._

.~.vr"',_ ..__ -__...

an instrument or de--clopmcnl.
In a tllmw-back lO the grc31 dis

ease eUnll"'igns of the 19SOS,
UNICt:r now pI'1'P'RtJ to vanquish
common il>fections of early child_
hood ...,ing simple mcdkal tech_
DOlogics. From the primouy he;alth
care package, it singled OU t rour
teclln iqucs. whkh coll<Cti\'e1y "'''Il'
,..,fe"",d to as 'GOBI", 'C' ror

gmv.1h monitorilli ttl leep a "'gular
checl 011 child ..."U-being: '0 · fur
oral ",hydr.l1ion therapy to ~at

bouts or cIIildltood diarrhoea; 'If
for ho:astfoedi ng as the perfecl
namli.......1~ in tife: mil 'l" for
immuniw ion .gailL<t 1M .ix vae
clnc-po:'"n l<1hle ehiltlbood killer.<:
tuberculosis, dipllthcria, whooping
COIIg/l, tetanus, polio and me"s"".
One of !he strenglhs of this po:.
scripli"n was thaI all !he lechniques
".~Il' low <""'.

lnilially. somt members of the
imemalional public health commu·
nity hail roerval ioru; UhoUl the
'child surviV"~1 and developmel>l
O:VOlution' .1'hey ....ere CI)Il(nTIC(I

aboUI its m.mlW emphasis on a few
primouy bealth can: ingn:dicnlS. B UI

the cause or clI ild survival found an
ealClUJl"diDaC)' deS"'" of world"ide
rcsonancc, gathering a wide rang<:
of allies--lUItional. il>lemOliol>ol,
bilateral. nOIl·governmelltal_lId
from all ',",uks of p"blic and pmfe......
sional lire,

This accumulation of popular
and political support ....as lIOl acci
denial. It w"" the ~ull of a """'is
ticated list of comrnunieatinns,
taking advantllge of two fundamen·
lal ue'·elopmem. Ove, previous
dcealb. First, the", Iuld~n a dr~·

malic exflllll"ioo W!lfW...itle of basic
OOoc31ion. Sorond. a mcd;a ,..,volu
li"" had brought milliQns morepe<>
pit! wilhil> rcacn of radio and
tclevisi"". Previous strnlejlies hod
been !IaJnr>=d by the dirr\CU!ly of
'im"",ing' health on unreceplive
populaliOllS, BUI at this poim, the
new communicali"" s ch'I>ocls

I'lJOs. This ~k",,·down was uans
milled 10 !he <k>l'l"l'ing (:UI.Inlrie<.
and on<: majoreon~~ w"-, an
im<=atlooal ddM cmi~
off in I'lS! when Mexiro SIl"l"'ndcd
inte=l paymctl~ on an lIoL"CUmulat
ing muunlain of dehl. As a ",suit.
m;uly African and Latin American
COIInlrics w= hit by recession and
diUClivcs th.>t they stnK:tlUlllly ad·
jusl !heir e,:onomics. The silllauOll
had se,'~re implicat i"n~ for the
pont. in ti""" prnmpling a call simi·
lar to thal uf the 'emergency for
child",n' in !he 1970s: 'adjll.<lment
witha hu""," ("",,'. The <'OOI.~ reo
sp"n'letl '" po:~i,'Cly to the ana·
ielY about whal was happening to
oulocmblc gJOlI"" in dc:o~ loping

"~",mrics that it quickly entered the
lexicon of international develop.
"""nl. In a '"Cry ",al "'11.<0:, it ,,,",rv..,]
to !.Oke UNICEf' into the main.
stream of ","'OI>omic and social pol.
icy·making, givingUNiCeF a oojce

and rn:dibility nol experienced be
fore in thcs.:: circles.

At the same ti""" th..'n: wen:
c""''li ng .igns 0( hope r... the chil
dren·, ea..<e. The e"olutiQll of !he
'b3.<ic services' and PHC ap
proachos had g"'"" !he f"""'1.iuone"
"f social and human developmcnt 3
DeW sellSC' or P"'I'''sc. And the soc·
CfiS of Lhc 1'l7'1 InlCrTIlItiooal Year
of thc Child implied IMt the time
wa., ripe fora new pu!ih "II behalfof
children. UNICEF . new Executive
DiI'CC\Ol", lames Pc Grant. was dele.-_
mined 10 eapicdi,c 01\ thcsc "l'P"'"
runil;"',

II> Oecemher 1982, in hi.. aJlnll:ll
S,",e ofti,e ""rid ', Child"n repon ,
James Con"'t 1:w1lChc:d an iniliOO,,,
mmm as the child ~urvi ''J.l revolu
tion. late, iocluding child de>-<:lop
mem. This campaign reversed
eonvenrloact wisdom. Rsres or in·
fanl and yoamg child mortalily had
prev'iOlL<ly ~n seen as 0ICllSU"'_
"...nlS of a CQUntry's d<=lopmenL
Now UNICEF SUggCSled a dit«t at
tack On infantand child monality as

•
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millCd !he""",I.,,", 10 !he W&Cl. orig_
inally $Cl in 19n-uni.'cn;a) child
immuni,.atiOIl (UCI) by 1990. Of
ce fOllJ GOBI c1C1'1\Cnl.<. the ex
pandcd prognIIlIlIIe OIl immuniza·
tion (EPI) had been taken up wi!h
the grtale<l eo!husiasm in !heI~
number of coontries. including the
rrII)Sl popolous 011 canh. Chil\ll and
India.

!'rom10 a,"er.IJ:e al Jbe beginning
or the decadeor 15 perCC'l11 immu
niatioo row:rag< , some developing
COIlnui"" had already~ thcir
raes to 60 per eem or~ A goal
!hal a few yean before l'«med
eomp1elcly unauainable was now
wi!hin suiking distance.

During the rest of the l'.lllOs,
"'Of'e$ of Ibeluping eoomtries CQ<l.

d[l(.'!Cd an all-OOl drive 10 reach a
coverageofsa peret'fIt child immu
nil.atioo or n""", (75 per celn in
Africa). llli' inlCm31iooal effon.
described as perhaps the ~alesl

mobililalion in peacetime hislo1)'.
. uc:c"tttk<! in ;pile of the l\1ll.jor CUI

backs in wcia! ",,,,iccs~."';talcd

by Jhc ecooomic recession and :!d_
jus"".nl crisis.

Some ''tllces We... raised against
the dL<propnniooate Marc of poblic
heal!h n:soora: . used for ehildho<,xl
immunization. BUI the energy be·
hind W campaign >Va.<..".h!hal in
practice it spilled OV<:r into almost
every area of mal.ma1 and child
" 'ell·bcing---arry ing in its wake a
much"'w range uf primary health
""'" :<crvices.

'Ibwards the end or the decade,
oplimlsm was warrnnlc<! on se>"t'I'Ill
fronl.!i, NuUitional progress was en
couraging eoough 10 permil the
World SummillO eslllhlish the goal
of halving the 1'.l9O rate of child
malnutrilion by theyear2lXXl. Many
COIlOtries in Utlin Ameri.. and !he
C:tribbean and in Asia arc iml"""
ing child nUUilioo. Indeed, during
the l'.lllOs, nulrilional SlalllS im

Jl"O"C<I in "'''cry region of the workI
(OIIly marginally ;n sub-Saharan

upenc:d up • diff=nl opIion-pcr_
JUasion.

During the 19l1Os. UNICEI' ec
~Ioped and line'luned I Slrnlegy or
social mobilization. NlII only did II
CnliSI the mWi~ lUId oo",ni.iog
industries. it also inviled partners
from every nook and cranny of soci
ely-from religiOUS Icalk,., 10

Goodwill Amhas.'<adors.. from Helll!.'
of SllIle 10 mUJIicipal mayor.;. from
spof\s pesooanues toparliamentar·
ians. from prof~ional3SSO<"ialions

10 trade uniQJlS--to join the child
sur.ival and dev~lopmem move
mem and spread ilS message.

Al the inlCmalional level. I Task
Force f,...Child Survival and De-"el
opment. itlCludiog all Jhebig-teague
plaYC"l;n inlCm3lional hcaJth-the
Rockefeller Fccndarlon, UNDP.
UNICEF. the World Bank :md
WHO---wu esJabli!Jled 10 """,I,..
lechnical i.<sUCl' as"ociatc:d wiih the
campaign and help build ilS m0

mentum. The: campaign thus be
came far bl'Olllkt lhlIn UNICEF
itself. which explains the usc of the
vivid phrase. 'a grand alliance for
ehild=J' .

DUI whatever the JlO'I'erof lIIc al
liance, much or ns success wa.< still
due 10 the e'traort!inaryellelEY thai
lame<Granl injeclCd inlO il PO"""'_
allyand wiih which he infected oth
C"I , His visits 10 SCI)fCS of pre.,ilkolS
and prime mini.len; did much lO
rai"'!he '·i,ibility of die children's
cause. and systematic lobbying
wi!hin ...gional bodies such as the
Association of Sooth·Ea.<l !\.<ian
Nalioos (ASEAN), the League of
Arab Stales (LAS), the OrganV.<l
lion of American Sillies (OAS).
the Organizalion of African Unily
(OAU), the Ortanil.aUon of the
Islamie Conference (OIC) and
lhe Soulh A.<ian A<SOCialioo for
Regional Cooperanon (SAARC)
helpedbuild political will.

In NOI·embtr 1985, at a special
=emooy 10 eDIlllllI:ltl<Jle tile UN'..
40th anniversary. nalioos reccm-
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UNICEF and the stars

Far mDII CJI iI:B 50 .-.. UNICEf hal

teo""""" lI"I'IItY /romIllUUI'"0'ld
.... ,.....dy- ...........

oam, K8w piorleeOO !he rule. Do
UNICEF't lIno. Ai"l I ~~ _1Ior\lIl. For

_ """" dIadoo. bo9'''''' "' 1961 ...
heIp8d ' ..._C UNICEf oM 1hI_
of <:Iti.-l in ll"e ...,....... ...,.,.......

rOtv.~ """""'"' .. -..d •
Gcloo)MI Ai,' h for UNCEF.!rom
198111fti1 ............... dd:h OJ .MJuIrv
1993,HordooPv...-lIPI'"lob....
lho v.tillo~ Ell1oopia, S<:>'rI*onl
"'" SudIIn _ be IoogJlliiOC

!,NCB' ....... hal rive GooawiI {1m.

~~.~..~~d
IIIe UNaF Execuf,oo~.""-
lnlIlIIOlt .....__1O_1I'lo JOb-
ic'Iaaartioo 10Ihe_al cIlilnn

e.-A,,' • •
• Sitl'l!WlJ!Ilioc,' C...................

_ b" <NfI/I ::l5 ..-.. he hoo """"

- "" ~ urOquoIy~lNCEf IlOdc ",..;00 _

.... b "I*ilI daI:u.......""""'....

lIDCln ofdtiIn Inan oro:! RI-. ..
' ...__ \JNIClEF In_1on.<T-.

• lJ,t L.-,• • ......or. d tho l'nI ......
IIiclIn 10 "'* .w..v-~ In~
~ ... \m. ......,~_
-.elan ., •~ _ "'
E!hioplo _ ..... _ ptiWjjO.....od
¥MiIh cH<hn _ in 1hI rrid-19IlO& Sho

~Iw~bd'>iknn.

• 'IlllslkI~-..
...... _ .,. Ioio" .... '*1\ _ hoi
_ ~man US$2O million"' ......

U\IIlIlllh ........ '.'.. 1IIlaUI h UJ«8'.
JUPllCI'I8d PfI>ioat""" hal ...-...s.

• HMty p , ....6 .. tlnIf'Ig~

..... for AfrIcI in l:OfDn~._

.... 1n ........ ~hohalmDII...
-.ttv~ lor 1hII chli<lrwl 01..-•LonJ_oto"""" B.' ......
... with l.INCEfi..-t .....,..~....
....Ganlh'1n IrdiI oro:l Oyf,6ddo in
Sc>I>:h AIrb: IlOlIl '--. .....-uI
bInofiI~ far UNICEF.

In IIddIion, a IlUITDlr 01 • _

_ -.__ on:! """"" fIgo.-

dol-. ItoIlI __ 10 _ lot eN

-. on _ of UNCEF . .......

Aop: .. Ii " , Ilduding:
• Ilc9<r Moooo • __

b cH<hn on....., _ lor hoar.
_1hI ........... ;' , I I iOOl lor ....
~~l0"",*-lo

_deI"....c ..dioadtn lIlOl.
• SirEtnndJ.~ HIIot-lgiwlo

__",-,lOlhe"'~I~

lMl 1<1~ cH<hn frcm IlD ... 1hI.......
• \"'-Reob3'~ __........

.-.I publio ••••_ b -.. ;, /or•

....y;. •... !IwtIlIgl'I . ....d_
In -.. .endHot~ ond Cn>aIio,
• _ . n l.or<Ion _ '- 'l\lrt<.

• Judy Coli.. PI :w'" \III/l8d .....
-. in VIIIIl NIom, hoo.....-."'__
Ior.-..In__~_

Ctoolil, ll.lIlP(lIliog !hi _ , -.. '"_..,Ihe__loocad ml-
dren. (See _ ISJ

. _ .-IiII ........
IiOno/ pn;AI ", aiclIIIl '" __ .-.

.-.I~ ,"'9."'" in II-.
~ PIIloiIIBrl. StIlaU ordllWlord.

• .-.. CllIw ""--Tho """'* 01
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M';ell). and in e""ry cmegory " f
maln"t';li"" except ~nacmi a.

MoretJ ~e ,. tx traonl inllJ)" im·
I"'O""mcnt< were made in ",a"'1< lU
m-e drinking "''liter. AC'CCJI'ding to
WHO's end..o f-docado re,·K:w.. be..
l"'""n 1981 and 1990. tho pc"p"r
tions of families with ""co;.<~, safe
drinking water rose from 38 lU 66
per cent in South·East Asia. from 66
to 79 por<",m in l :llinAmc';ca. and
from 321045 PC' cenl in Africa.

In l<>I:ll. dllring lho: Imem:llinnal
DrinkingW~tc.- Supply and 5""it a"
lion Decndc ( I~ l- l~). an addi..
tional 1.2 bimon people gained
nc:ccsslO ""re Wlll'f. and about no
million to adequate sanitatioo.. Thi,
has continued in the 199<h."., thal

by l~. a fu. hu 780 milli"n
g~int:d~ to " ':\Icr.

By the end <)f the <kcadc. lhe
child survival and de"d llf'lD"nt rev·
olution was estimated to 1Ia"""","Cd
1he li,'e, of 12 million childn'n.
H"""" ·er. it was ne~~ aiJll<'d exclu..
s;,,,,ly at ""ving children 's liv"" and
pmeming childhood d;~ and
dL<ilbility. The wider purposeof the
rewllution was to l'C'Iitali/.c the nag
ging cause of human-a:ntred OO"el
opmenl and 10 place ehildrtll "'Ilbe
leading edge.

000: "'-<\lIt wa' the inlCmalional
confl'1CD« held in 1990 un<l<" 1he
auspices of UNOI'. UNESCO.
UNICEF and tho World Bank in
Jom~en (Thailandl. which set the
targel of 'EdllClUioo fl.. All by the
Year 2000' . And in ,ub.;cquent
ye"",. the World Bank t,;pl<>:l ils
lending for h.1.<ic educationto USSI
billion.

Alw in 1990. UNDI' brooglnout
it> firs! annual HUllum Ik l't'I''1""clI/
RC(IOn.. which dcclarCli human be
ing.< to be b<>th the mcans ""d tho
~Ild, of de"elopmenl. Human.
r.nller tIIan ocooomic. prospects
.....re once again bcgillJling to lake
pride of pi""",.

The t1'l<ln'ICn\1lm behind human
centred dcwlopm<:nt w;I$ p3I1icu..

larty Sll'il:lincd by the lIC1i~i lics of
....omen. Intemaliooal llfg:lR italiOll.'
such as UNICEF began 10rccog.niC«'
that ....omen had an imponancc thal
~nl bo..'}'ond thoi, biQklgically or
socially determined matemlll roles:
that women wcre also t:OOnonlie
pnwidct1;. organi,as alld leaders. In
many parts of the o:k>'Cloping world.
women made up 0"" third "f he3ds
of hou"'holds.

Tht:< far. the tlc,'Clopmenl pr0

cess had pushed women 10themar·
gillS. Thi, 001 only e,c1l1lled them
frum social aDd OCOIlOmic p;I1ticipa.
lion mil it al"":lC1cd lIS a powcnul
Inke 011 de"e1opment in gene",J.
Future)l<Ogl'C<S w""ld mcan. the..,..
fore. thm inVNmcnl wooltl ha, 'l' 10
be affi,m:ui,..ly stru<:turtd in fa"our
of women: that de1...1opmcnt woold
have to be ·gcndertd·..

Thi' bad nwj..r implK:mions for
UNICEF. lIS child SW"l'ival and 00
\'e1opment Pft·\CTipiioo did ha\'e
twO clemenI' th~t direC1ly sup
p"lled t~ women', agenda-fe
male education and binh spacing.
But for the much lI1Of"( import;ult
GOBI ingredIent<. "",,men ....en:
caS!in "" =lu,i,'c1y nwemal ,,, Ie.
Throughout the 198Us. UNleEI' re.
.i,red becoming in~oh"Cd in tho
main'lream of the ............n·, .",ase
Toward$ the end <>f the- decade.
1KJv,......... il ",--e''lIh:atw irs polk)'
un women in de,..lopmcnt 10 lake
on the language and dynamic of
women'5 tighl<'with a spec:ial f""us
00 girls.

The mu\'cOlCnt in tile dirtC1ion of
worsen's right< ~1S<l Cl'incided willi
mounting I"""'ure for the ,;ghlS uf
children. ,,'hid. had bung fi", some
wllat in lbe years following tbe
1959 De.:lanuiuo uf the Rights of
the Qli ld buth:Id been "'kindled by
IYC- The NGO eo,nmun;ly work..
ing 00 behalf <)f clIikJ",n t"ok ad.
\'lIOtnge of thL, renewedeon.:em for
chiJdn:n 10 3fJ:1IC that special pr0

tection for children should be more
than a bi~ing JlIinciple; ;1
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pIoitali(ln........" .......m .... labour
ers. or III objQcU of CI>I1lIDOlrW
.0. ....1 ,..-ir",.,;on. In !be mid
191!Ol<.IJNICEf coined .. ""..... lcrm
10 oove, nil .helIe .~ieg"ries of
chiklhood di s.ad"lUllai~hi ldf.,1I

in~ially difflCU lldr<:U~'
(eeoc,

hi m~ pOOM. UNlcry be~~

10 arulyso: CEOC sil ua:liclns and
e"oh"c policy mpllIl"6. The i ll~'

/WioIgl dlildn:ll'~ NGO:<. 0lI Ibt
... Iw>d. w""' lIlIlI'I: , ...~"led

..itlI ad'lXKy and ~ion to
JlI"O'I.'CI eee dliklml ond bria,
lMir u ploilm '" llook.AM lYe.
dlry IlIll llclpal t'SlabIish. mw_
~ I"""P .-dcr 1bo __

pica 0( 1hc Uto' Om'" ;,-, a.
Hu=a RiJllb. ",bd lad bqu ...
draft • _,-"'- III~ lilt
1m Do:bnriool 0( Iht Ri&hls 0(

Ihe Child. T1It' NGOo' iJIpuI .....
rriIio:allO 1bI. ~..t IleIprd to
kftp il _ ill&-

In 19l17. m:opiliDl lhc polCIIIiaI
oon, tlift'd "" 1IlI!: dliId lU\;,'2l
and dI:.dopmcllt ~'Olulioa ..i !b
!he Ihru~ ftlr clli ldrm'~ ri&JIIs.
UNlct:f ,lire.. its ,""elgIn illlO
lhc child ri;hlS rinI. "Ilhough il!
....ppon ar,h c:d ft'la'i"dy late.

UNlCEFs capacity fur intrrnaOOnaJ
mobiliuUoP ..... liccisi'e.

I.. 19l19. tho UN GcncnI Msan'
bly -.qud Ibc Cmn nlion a. the
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forDe .~ _ Wdhia •
yea. iIIQft' dAn90_ie> hodr.Il.
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dlo: lOW ... 119. No ......... ripa
COIl~ bal: nw M1Mw1 well
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quidly.
AlmoIl <illllllh........ty, the121!1

pail" for dlild ....m.~ and dc\"d .
tJPlI't'll ruchccI • pea. On 30
S<pklOlOO 1990. 71 Heads of Swc
....~ II)(J/r; Ih9 !aU • a
World Summil for Cllikhn. no.
d imu of the oocasio.-. held lIlIdto"
the auspices of the UN in Nev.'
VOlt.. __ the p ili ~gning of •
Wor ld Ottlatalion . nd IQ-poinl
Plan of Aclion rom prisin, • stl of
chi ld·rt l~lcd hllm;lQ lk.'cl"llfIlCnl
gOlb For the ~.. 2000. These in·
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te-found.
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The 19908: A decade
for child ren 's rig hts

Within tl1rec yean< IIf I"" WI>I'kI
Summit [or Children. 105 indusui·
~ljzcd and de"cloping roontri".<.
c" ,'mng a tuW uf 88 ~r ,:enl of
ue WllI'Id'$ children. hod prepared
n~lional programmes of ecucn
INPAs) for """'ling the World
Sunvnit 8.,.1,. In many "">ell. ~v·

emmenLl ha~ used lbe. process to
bring [ogettler oJiffeRfll seclOl'S tlr
.wcietY- llovemmental and non
J:Owmmenlal-in I joint endeav
our. In """'" CQIlnlrics, Bra;rj l and
India for nomple. the """'" proce.<s
also too~ ploce al . tale and " ,..,"
municipallevel••

The Summiltmd =!ainly bem a
slar,sUldded and sptttxular ..vem.
BUI il ha.< 1\01 been allo"..cd 10 van
i"" inw!he pa>l as 3 one-<>/f lICCU..•

renee:. Inst.,.<id. il was ullCd es 3
launching pad for I widerprocess of
planning and commilllleni fur ehil
d"", . In the 19liCk. UNIG.1' had
found il diffieullio gain ~llUS 31·

lrnlion for such an idea. In lhc
I 0J'J0s. ~,'er. Hu d. of SUlle
have gi,,,,n il their imprinl3lur, and
made a strong rommilmelll 10 the
def..~ uf children M<l !\'Xhing
gools 01\ lhcir behalf--somc woOd
leaders even 'denlifying these
with their own po:rsonal polilical
plalfomrs.

Meanwhile. in a replay uf the
1<n0s. the 199O!; ha,-e bcoome a
decade in which ee response of !he
UN syslrm tc ee nagging d<:"eklp
meDIIllO\'Crn.enllw been 10 embark
On 3 seses of global eunfen:~

The UN COIIfertna on Environ_
menl and De"elupmcnl (Rio de
Janeiro, 1992) was (ollowed by
conferenee:s on nutrilion (Ru",.,.
199!): human righl' (Vienna.
1993): populalioo and developmenl
(Cairo. 1\194); social de,'eloprnenl
(Copenhagen. March 1 99~); and
wornen (lkijing, Sept<1l'lber 199.'i).
SlilllO come is tbe 'Cily Sumrnif

IIstanbul. Juoe 19%), During !he
prepar;!lUf}' Mage> for alllhe<;e <;00

f...,,,,,,,, and al lhe meelings !hem
""lvel', UNICEf hall done it< hcsi to
keep children's concerns prom;·
ncn~y in view, acIi~ ly promoting
the suo;ia) ogend:> encapsula'ed in
lhc Dc<'1ar:uiod of lIIe World Sum·
mil fur O\i ldren.

In addili"". a "'I uf mid-dc<:ade
goal. for r hildrcn has been est.:lb
li.tled. staning willi regional eeer
jngs in Africa and Soolll Mia. In
September 1993. on !he lIIird Sum·
mil annh'ersar)'. the Unill.'<I Nations
Secrelary-General con"rned a
round LabIe in New York called
Ku pi,,& Ih~ Promise ,0 Child"".
wruch reiterated !he comminr",nllo
!he Summil goals and end<ncd
mid-docade W&elS. The!;e illClude
universal ralifIC31ioo of lhe ccn
"""lion on lhe RighI< uf!he Child.
and progre.'i> IOWan!.< unlvcml pri
mary educalion. as wen as lWi~1.l

for !he o;onlJ'Ol or spceific di"'a<es
~nd "Ulnlion"l deficientirs. l:Iy
mid-deeade, the aim wu 10 havc
eradicated, or reth.HXd by a >[lcd
ficd amounl. neonalal lel"nu. ,
malnutrilion. polio. "i!llrnin A defi_
ciency, guioeaworm diseaseandi0
dine defld eocy di«>rders. lIS wellas
dianhocal and vllCCinc·pn:w nUlble
di~a.~ (Panel l~).

Tho: fuooing .str.Uegy for alwn·
ing lhese goab h.,; hccn described
a< 'ill<' 2fV2('l inilial i. e·, II rail ror
developing countries 10 direct at
Iea.>l 201"" cenl of !heir budget< lO
hR.<1e need... :uK! for indu.miali,.ed
l"llU ntries 10eannart. 20 per renl of
lheir de""luprnenl ..",istanee for !he
same purpose. The !CV20 iniliative
has also galhered imomalional
SIIPflO11.ln 199~ allhe Work! Sum
mil for Social Dev. lopmenl in
C<JIlCnhagen. UNDP, UNESCO, !he
United Nalions Populalion Fund
(UNFPA). UNICEF :uK! WHO all
backed il as 3 mcam; or gCner.llin~

sum eienl additional resources
(US$30 biliiOll'USS4Q billion per
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antIum ) 10 ensure thaI by 1M COO of
tho: ~ntllI)' e-.-esyone ...-QUld ha''''
access In ba~ic soc;.1 serviCd. A
number of nalional Ilovmnrs
have elldotwd cese principles and
commillOO themselves lu mn'''' in
the 20120 dirtClion.

The eslablishmenl of mid-dc<:adc
goal! bas been. inpan. • manocuvn:
10 Sll.\wn the energy of lhe poM.

Summil process. In 1996. countries
an:duc 10 report formally al the UN
on tbcir pro~ towanJs till< goals
for the y.,... 2000_ In many in·

I SWICe:$ . \his willbe • rqlOIt of some
trium[lh: WHO reported un World

I
ii Health Doy in April 199~ thaI 146

countries have hadno ClISC$ of polio
for al least a year. MOSI "f Asia bas
already tlIa<l< ugnifieanl progresII

IOWan!< the gUllls. and many COUn
tries in Ea.'" and South·Eas1 Asia
ha\..,already .d'i ......cl mosl of them.

Many countries in L.a!in America
ha"e also made considcr..blc ad·
"m s. as ba'''' many in the Middle
East. albei l !J'lOR: selectively. In SIll>
Saharan Africa. the prospect> an:
lIOI good. though even lhc:re. w;lh
increased surveillance and Dalional
immunizalion campaigns. ""veral
eccnmes willshuwimprol-",menl in
al leas! balf the gools..

Bul"'"CO Wilb a re1\C\lo"Cd senseof
eommil.lnenl. il mUSI be admilted
t!lal il will be difflWlI for m ny
countries '0 bring abool the redcc
lions in child mon.alily. disease
rates and ilIitel1lC)' m wbich they
comm;lled lhem..:: lves io 1990.
Some Aftie"" counlrics arc in sneb
a Slale of 1urmoil and economic cri·
sis that for lhc:ir leaders 1M vi. ion of
tbc Summil gooJs has alrcady sunk
below \be horl;ron. UNICEF will.
rh=fon:. for the fC$1of thedec1lde
eootinuc to pul mucb of irs enc'ili~'$
iOlo helpiog coumries reaeh lheir
chifd-cceeed targets.

The eon""nlionOIl lhe Righls of
lite Child bas already pM 'ed to be
an effect;,'e frall1eVo-ork for ,merna·
tiooaI aclion. Wilh 179 countric;

having ratified il asof end-septem·
ee- 19!1~. uni' '''rsaI rati flCBlioo is
wilhin sighI_ and lite rcces I.
already shifting 10 implem<:nl-Blioo.
encoun.ging all countries 10 1,,'C up
lO their mosl basic commitments lU

dulctw. The CaM:rIiln """ et<lIval
from • scI of "'mole . SpiraliQnal
lIOITIlS rmo a practical W1Jrking in
strumenl.

The COII\'Cntion has established
socul and economic rights-1M
righl lO survi' -.J. early developnlf1l1.
cducasion. health c= and soci:tI
welfare .suppon. h ha.< also coven.-d
civil and p"lilieal righlS. These jn
c1ude the righl of lhe chikl 10 a
n""", and nationality. to freedom of
c.xpr=ion. 10 panicipation in dec;
siO/U. affCCling his or her well-be
ing. and to prute<:lion fmm
dismminarion 011 grounds of gen
der. race ur minorily SlalklS, as ""II
as pr'lllCClion fromsexual and other
forms of oxploiralion.

The key underlying advance "'
!he recognition of !he child es a
complete iOOividual. The Conven
tioneSlablishcs lhal. the cllild h3s an
identily dislinct frnm nose of par
CIIts or n[U\urers and thai the com
munily has • dUly 10 proICCI thaI
idemily and 10 enable lhe child 10

express il In mailers sneh as
guardianship or custody. In these
areas. the,werarehingconsider.lIi""
<boukl be Ihe beSI interesrs of
thc chikl."

In the early 198Os, lbe group of
right.1h.a1 UNICEF was mosl am
iow; 10 prnrnore---and upon who5<:
inclusion in the Convenlion ;1 had
iJLIiSled-wcre child righlli 10 sur
vival and rlet-",lopment. The Con
vCII' ionassertson behalfof children
\llal lheir Ilasic righrs 10 heallh and
odneali"" should ultimately be
guaranteed by !he Slate. When
UNICEFcould !lee those rigllls con
verging with !he campaign forchild
SI1r\'ival and de\",IOPIIlCIl~ il ga''''
the Com'ention roe'iletic . up,,""
brxh in 1llr: final drafli ng Slagt'S and



I
31m aner adoplion by lhc (kncral
A<5fmbly.

This happy l'Il-innin, of 1M pri.
IIl3I')' foro.. of UNIC!:'f willi ee
CfIICf!"IICI: of lhc Con_il>lI Iuo.<
c;'-en pral I""""'" III the JMl'UiI of
dUldren'. i.mla In 1hc 1991k Thrc
pI1:l I't'nWn II 1hc hem ur thr.
... m.y fk1w 10 tllpIlQ.Ily
from Ihc Con......ciol ilsf:J[ • ....

confer upoll IhcCOQ~ a .spe
cial ItJitimKy. And bcaIbc Ihc
,.....-wilhla. specifIC time
flWne, !he~ is Ilbied
""iIb all imr!!"'tiale awliI:abIliIy ....
!he li>-a dli\dtaI \e;Id .

UNICEf lias Klivdy punuod
uai~ I1llifiacio& .. idllhc~
pan of maD)' NGOs. .. !bI: pruccu..
USICEf bas ba:ou£ ........r idnl
rifIod orridJ. Itlo: ..,. of dlIld ri~

ia "'aY" lIaI '-': i~ iaIpli
aae- for il5 l'ut1R MIlt ill boIll
~"'dc>'dupq_

lIics. h ha$. for mmpIt.. J1Ci&hI.
eaed .. " ......., .. fu mildrnI ..
esprciau)' dill'"1CUll~
4 hhl~ diIdIw calIhl
... iII !b1: . ........ of ..... _
dIil<kl:Il. cbillmllUbjoa 10 I:pClCiaI
fcxms of abIlIe ... diKs in . ••
and c!lild ri<1ilm of baunioIa<
labour nI to.lIIl ~·"".iooI To
do>-eq, >a_cia 10 -at lID

IIlOSl. cnmac form of~
UNICEF .. l»+,.....de lbc fllSt
~ W«ld C<llI&"'>'" .. COIIllIII""
tial So:lIaI Er;ploiUlioa of Chil
dim (SKrlhoInt. AUSU'lI996).

"Thii _ alICnlioIl .... dIiIclron's

ncccb from • ricJlu; pctSp«Ii~

....am lhaI in iDduwWitai COUll'

~ a5 ..'ell a5 ill lIwe de'"C'1opma:
....nd, UNIOO' lias btwi."" mucll
lIlOl'C of all 1d\lOClllt: for d liklm1
injectin, a nt.., dimcmion inlO lIwe
'II<)<\< of iii NaUonal CammilleeJ,.
UNIQ-:F bu 1110 beea 5llJllIClt1-illl
the ,,-on. of thc Coouniucc on me,
Ri&hl< of lhe Child, 1110 body lh¥
....mil,.. "llfyiDI rounlri<:.< as IIcy
mo.e Ill'1l'lf'l1s futl impicmrntation
or theCon.enl;'''' .

The posl-Summi! proce:ss and !he:
Con\lalUoo 00 the Ri&hl< of the:
Child an: hclpinl CO rnalnmin the
IllllIlICnlUm I'IIl bel\3.If of <tU1drm.
E• .,.,o;u, in the: 1990s lhc pn:I6f'C'd5
fur 1llt lip.t apillSl JIO'"my aener·
alty apprarmilCd.As in m. case of
JlRlCrt$S lOWlI'J1ol lIwe yur :moo
pi$. SIIOU$S in ee SQ'IlUIc CO
uneliomc ee human <:OIldilion
varies pl:'aIiy beI" .."rt, and :omong
bcllh ftJiom: &lid f;'OlIlIlric:L "''bi le it
is Jf&lifyins '" m:opiz<: lht ....
5laIIfiaI pI'OIR:U ~ ill CIliIl&.
lnlb aDd lIWI)' Olbtt pansof Asia
(...1IidI. afterIII <:Oilcdi\ cty rqn
_ half lIlo: ....nfs cbildIw). it.
would be • mjpKc '" fail 10 1It

~kdp .... povcny is KtIIa1Jy
do:qlaIilIa in Olhrr~ of 1bc.-E.wty i11 1bc Ika<k. Iloc cupboria
SUl'fOIoQ!inl1llC JIL ;Ow eod of
tIx cold ..,. _ won: off.A ....td
f=d from 1bc licid;rin. rL 511pCf

1'O"'CI".e-kIll'"........ r.cal ..ilb
lhc ;mpklI..... ul 1bc USSR-' 1br:
pwiac m.ir:..,~ urr
moil. formrr Yupla\iro -' cbc-
when:. Earupr. ..,. ,_mp:<!
.,." ' of j(l years. ...
dpc ..-rielcappl in eeuaI

$iIioa fnlnl eenuaI panni'll '" ..
fmc -v. fowd ir. .. paiIlfuI ape
reece, 1k cold war that\' IIad
briefly AgCSICd """~ mip..
be .. 'p:aocdiviclcllof as~
I'IIl " upolIII .... s1loildled 10~l
opI'CQI. Bu! this idea van ished
a.lllIOII • SOllIl • iI had ....road.
a.rId cr:rtainly did DDt IaI.I SU!'>~,~

1bc~y bosIililie:s of 1bc Pl:ni:lll
Qu lf .....

... Africa.. the 19I1Os ha\"e ......
11M: eod of apmIleid inSouth Africa.
willl po&clllia! bcncfiu; for peat>: in
1Mentire sulftsion. and a ...... de
velO(lll1Cftt dynamism, Ho,,'e\'er.
the OfIlimi"'l !hi51w gcncraIl:d has
been COIUIlCrbalancro by deepening
cri_ cl~...hcnl, Already dl'l"ini
!hi: 198n<. !hi: ronrincnl hlId 5lIf.
rc~ from . IOCcmingly endless
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~ofemc~

eau.'lCd by. Qf usocilLed ..ilb.
drou&bL Africa', I'onunco Wft't tlr·
Ibn "'OllCllOCl 11)' I!lc ctlI'II1nuiac
rail ill Cl'lIl/lltIdil)' prices.. wbicII
__ it imposoiblc rQf !MIl COUll

lri6 '11 III>b much ccooomle
ptIlII't$I ar iIIW: atr lbc heavy ......
.. of ddlt. Worx ..... III fuIk>or ia
tIM: r_ 01politial bn:akdDonL III
!be 1990s. lbc nlfl"C 01 fr.li l~
1iocaI _ odmi _lIltS
bas poWd , ""mbtt or COI;ID

lJti-,ljbcria, Rn ad... Sian
Lecee and SclMalia--fowank lbc
ulti_ canditioa 01 poot-cobial
bn::Itoo..lI:!he 'failed StIle' .

In thcK eOiltilClICY __ !be
childml'~ agmda bas been dami
lI:OlI'd by Ibc combinzian ar .....
with llIIJOin' « IHlOOlic lIlId aM·
ronmcm.aI diO&'\lft". 1bio ha< dasl>od
lle>'eloplllen!;d pruo.poo;lS and rnIi·
I'l:dcd aucnlion l(IWlIfd~ specific
cbild rights~ in particular:
ohildrtn and land·mille!l. children
and ""klicrina, and ehildren loost ar
roro«llllfI« boxIusc: !If lighting. til
addition lU <:<;O]~ido1ina "'hal $Cr·
>'ica chik!n:1l neal UNiCEf ""-,
all'D barn involvOO in !he>UUggIc 10

ctUlC humaailariu .-p;ICCl'-' ZlJDI:S

or peace'-ln " 1licb OOIIIC- mini·
mum somioes • Iw:l an ~ detr.'·
CTalT"MIHpIIWIlIOII b<n .....
the dclritu!o 01 .... iI IDll>CIimes
.......... it lhf: hisaorical ..... ha<
_ruQ ciode.

Tow.rd. 2000
.nd beyond

III • .....w wllQ;f: JlO"l-robtial
~ laa bem radicaIly
~ lhf: lip~ "WW
1'O''mY ...... ICJn&er ~ viewed
"";funnly. GIol.I aDIIyxo; u:lOCial.
and ca.lOi,k phrollOi'lt'.. 3ppC8"

JimpIisI.ic IIlll often "'" 01dale.. """
on:ai.,ly rriUwd mnhods ar dala
f;l)llc'otioa, III well III amul ~w.
IKla an:>lysis. pmy'""""" pL:umins.
IIOId ",'I.IUItion, aU oII"cr one c!tar

ItlellSlle-Wl Lhe'" i, no .uch
lhi"l llli • dc\.,1oplnml rmnula.

lOlTectivc ,upuot>a 10~
of l'O'''''y bavc '" dai\., fnw ~
cionaL rwinoIal -' IncaI 1\!Olli....
The day> O("';...",.J P GO, iptnb
lin' Cl"Iil". The U)'llOk5 for dIE f..un:
will ~ bas<'d c. ,...opitwM of ofi..
vaW:)'-GOl adafllillJ ....-ps 10
IncaI nit. ' 2/IC'l'S IIllllkool'ia&
~.., "" 10 UApOHr
indi~ and n _Ut:L n.n
illlUlll ..ill '-'" • pnll..... dJc:a
IlIl rlltlft romll of inccnwJonlIl co-
."..,....

In IBM)' councrics. the puItIHial
of htUtllIXll!IolnIY to imp'ovelbc
~ of rlIildml " 'ilI brply b;r..,
bc:eII .wiled lief"", lbc mil ur lilt
a:nnuy. P<>lill ""' a1",ady been
climillillcd rrom l!lI: Amcrio;as and
CllII~ d ilfti!\Med d_ h=. Guinea
worm <li scas<' and i<ldi ne llcficimoy
di«ll'liclll llR' d...intlHng. T'he llJ'CIllCf
Usc "r (lI1lI rehydl1llioo sallS (ORS)
mc:anJ !hal dilfThoNl (lise eses JUCh
...' cbulont no longer "'"",sent tb<!
1I11ul Lhey cece did: Lhc lll"~Ler

aVlliJ....ili.y "rantibiIHks meansthal

I'I'SPiralory infoctlonJ= '''' Lhc run.
O!her thrcm-malarill llld AIDS
wit ",mai• • and 1M IiUI'Oh fllf pre
'o'Cflli."" and~ 1"0 ....

Bu. by ~ Y=' 2(lX). it ili ron·
cci>-ahIe dlal-in liIJ r... it is
teeh.....ially pncriablc Ibc
promise: gf 'Hcaldl far All' ....., t-\O
bcaI dcl i,·=d,. If 111M happml;
(lbI>uP it n:DW1I$ • tkmIkan
_ ), it will_.,~ 10 WIfO-'
lr.\1CEf.lIlld Ibc lllllbiIilq~
orl!ll: dlilclml',-.

BUI <ldltt pIIU g( ihc aaj.

P""<'rty qucs.I - - .c:wnpla_ lea~ 10 ILCIbliaI

inlC'rYCftl.... n.. ondlOli<>a. or
...rn $ylllflCCllll'of Jlll"-crty .. iItilcr·
."., c...-imnnlctlIaI~. fClIld
in>caariIy IIlll the~ ()f
dlildn:a in lIle wm:.,..,. an: chaI ·
Ienges n( a ditreretll ooicr. lbal
effon ....m bcnc:fil f"'lll lIle same
kind ()f 0l101D' lIIId rommi........ , as

1'1It~/lOln for /h t

fuJun willH bastd 0 11

ncogniJion of dirt/'JiIJ
011 tulaptiIIg sutUtgks 10

1«41 ci«,UtulimCn and
dnolrillg drc:ision-mu ing
so IU 10 IlmptJWllr indiridu·
ids and t ommunilk s,

•
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denial ofopccir", IopIly~

ricJu. Bul ramq ItIiknn ..ith
'basi<' 1Ift'ds' ....11 uda Ihc tamI

III the C"",_ <Ill Ihc RiJ:IM of
11M: 0i'd--tafJe' I vVtual!y~.......

Ii is ., ...... ido:aa' lhlI Ibo5c
c::IlUdrn IOday a:qorilaI _ bciac
..... vulnrnbk .... MlrieIy'J~
dIlioIIls ... Ihc dlildrao ill IlJ"l'IlIC"I
Ilf:QJ oJ. and ...·ido bsI KOI::§S 10,

~~hWth. educaion 1Illl50
d ol "",If1ft'..

Thooc ,,'Ioa an:dis",h'atl!"ioo by
unmet rig,hUi and lhol;c ",110 ;tnt dis
advontaged by Unl1l~lllC'.'d, are ulli_
rnmely the WI"If: ~hildtrn. Willtin
lhe: ne~ l rcw yellfS, lheoe two
Sll:II1ds of lliSlOll~ _m des
tinod 10 ......... And the implicalioo
.. thai.. ,,~ the dcY<:1opmI:ol.
QU£Sl IlfJrS, Ibe work! ",in soiU bo
IocJI<jq ill Ibe WKI_ <II dlildral
aoMllhcirf_ ,

().w Ihc pISl dtcadr, etlildrao'J
emu.......... I IDpic ~ puhlic _

polilial am,. 1lMs ben InOly
saikioa. ... 1M .... Ihc idea <II
nMrnnm Wins M I C'OIIkm1tt
ahk 10 dbroris Ihc " ."II-briDB of
chi ldren """,Id hr.." bt'c:n~
..i th IJOOVlmOmI If not lbisim.
Compared with lIM: "-";nSof "'US,
the IUaIgth of the dollar. the price
of oil. or the ~igo; oa of NAfTA. IX
Maa'lrioh15, lhI' 8uhj«1 of t hi ldren
was rcganl<:tJ IIj; trivial.

j pdttd, , lnltS ha,,, changed.
Mou m.ini~Ol'S aod I<:aders around
Ihc ..tt\d laR. the SlObjoct. of dlil
dmI seriously, Tuclay. Ihc puhlic
polio)' IIftIlIa rod Ihc nordia in
cbdopinc -.I iadooolriaIizaI_
Irios :olib: ""' cmMIcd ,,-iIh doiJ..
drnl·. is.1uea.

l'bo: 1\l\lO~ Summil for
CIoiIdrao aad Ihc pi,' II <II Ihc
a........ OIl !he Ripu ~ \be
Cbikl ~ ,yrnbolJ rJI tba: now
found~ rod hocb 112\."
5erved W (·olOSoh'..... Ihc p'mm
0(chikftn IIld )'OIlIII peopIe;npo
lllicallllCl oocial demle.

,,'as applied 10 Iloc child ballh
..,Dd:a. III \bar. <:Olllnt, UNICEF
his bcal . ywmao.ieally~
cadi <Il 1bo5e dlalJeaaa.. boll lbty
~ jIIM be mn:tIiloi~ly

' tiud'. Thry ..ill dL:i t oiplifi·
cwK doanp in 50riaIMtitudco and--To I\<Il1X UlaIt. the _ ;. InIr

even ill Iloc healtb -. All ..-,;
public heUh caonpaips. Jo<w,~

_ Ilocir lI:dInoIoIY. dr:pcD;l1O I

FaIn"or Iessc:r do:Fe on the t:olOp
~r.otiYe behaviourat hUJD;Ul bdnJO.
And even lhe: moot elJ«live health
edu~aliOl1 and infonnatill'l ~Iltll

Jl"i go~ teod 10 reacllllOl m<lO: !hana
~rt:li n prllIlOIfioo of !heir l4rf:et
pllpIlbIions. That proponioq may
be '"ftY hlgh ; 80 ..... a:nl. 90 per
l;ml. evm liS .....ttfll. for~ 'IX

em.ion~
In !he ca>e III ....... inf«OOuf;

.... tbio mlly be~p to re
duoe their pIftaltt ill I P"4"'b;jm
10 !he painl wbrn !he dioasc op»-

"~';"'!y dieo ..... III odoer CII!la. ..
wiU~

1bc: fillaI 10 per 00ll11l dlikkm
Clf ""vboIds soill 1IlI.'\'.ldlcd by
tl Ic;c Vkcinc. ClfOIlS~ Clf

W1illfy latrines, or bmic nulritioa.
may be II di"",,11 to reaoh IIj; lhc
fin;! \lO per l't'nt-..d 1150 w.c ..
klllg and C'05I tl$ muc;h,

This final pan of anycampaign Is
usually a bard and grinding siOll.
wilh linle of lbe: Illarnuur 0( Iloc
spc:c1ICUlu initial UIIC:k. ' Ikalth
fOr All' Clf ' Education for AU' can
not be a11owa1 10 stop shon II
htahh Clf...... wxim for Ihc lIlIjoriIy.
BDl ;1 does demand. I dill"cnoDl
ilK" • t otpl.ltiq till: _-mal
lit phi• • ,4 , .. ith _Ihat JPlX'i
lically idIealific:l; IllCI tIrJCClI the__hid.

".. is ..tlmc !he t..... __
_ DII bdoaIf <II~
t-aI <101 ' ri&bts-, lhe ocllcr on
' to<Qis'-<y«Ic:vr

The righl$ ...,. .....11 fol:uJel; on
I.hoiIc ...Ioa ;\I'<' <fuad,...t.ap.l by
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Social goals: 1995 and 2000

G , G f .. 'tN' 200

~ following pis wert lltCeploo l»' aJ1nOI'l1 all
f\;\(J0l\$ fill'" ect ncvemem b) ~ rod of 1995. Gre~t

pr<lgI'I'>!l bit> """'" 1l'I8<ie.

lnununmllion ag~jnsl the ,i~ llIajor '1lCC:llle
pruo,'<.'tlI;wI~ diseases of childhood ltl n::a<;h III
kil<il 80 pcr cemIn all CUUIllno_

., NNrmWIC1nnu" III be \ 'inually ehmlnercd.

J M"-1';~ de4111. IIIbe reduro.ll>y 9:'i perecru and
ltl<'uslcs cases by 'JO Il<.'f ~'c:nl (oompared wjlh
~immuniz:lliOll bod,).

J The eliminati<m of polio in selected roumric>.
and fq;i,m!. ras a '''~l'l lOWard., worldwi..w eliml
fl3l ion by (!xc year 20001,

S The cooing of tree or IoI" -c.U;[ disln bullOn of
bfl,nSlInill.. SUbst;lUl.... In lilt m;IIemlly units ;md

hospital.. and the achievement of 'lxIby
fric:n<Jly" SlalUS for all l1UJOl' 1IOlI1'l(31 ~.

6 The lIChil....-CI1lCfII of 80percentORT U~. a., part
of ue effort 10 C1;II'uo!(Ii~ di",;1§(:.

7 The \'in\llli elim;n:uion of vitamin A dC'f1C'CIICY.

8 The unrvc l1IlI1 iodi/.:uion of ,-,11 in rountn""
affened by IOdmc ddicicncy di<ordffi.

9 The virtual diminlllioo of ~uinea ",,,,'111 dista>e.
10 The uni\crs:LI mlirlC'~l ion uf tbe Convention 00

the RIght..of the Child.

"

The end-of-('f:n tul'l' 203I ... ll,1'ffil lo by aJlIlO>l nll tOO
w"rkl'. g\>Vc"l1lm<:nl~ rQlluwin~ lhe 1990 WorldSum
m;t ror Cbi ldren. may be 'U'lIIllanad under 10 prior
ily poillili .

A unc-thinl fl'tllk:tion in 19'1Q under-Ii\'e death
l"l\!c'> {or lu 70 per 1.000li,'e ttirth,. v.hlCbevef is
1=1.

1 A hall'in(: of 199U IlliIIcmal rooruhly 11I1eS,

3 A IIalvmg or 1m nlte, of m:l!nulril;QlI IU\"O.Jfl(:

~ w.;>rld-s un<kr-r~ (10 im:ludo the oIimino.
lion or micrenutnem o:Ic:liclCoo"", <;urJlO<t fot
hrca~trc't'din.l! by all maternily unus.lInd 11 rodllC ·
lion in the ioci<kOCl: or I"", t>inh ~iglll \l) 1m
Ih:m III pt:r<"Cnt ).

J 1llc achie''enlMt ef 90 pel cent Il1ImuniUltioo
"mooll under-onc.'l>. Lhe t'IlIdlc:llioo of poilU. tbe
elimimllioo of neonal:t1 tet:mus, a 9() per cent re
d lH.11(l11 in nl<':lSles ea."" . and 11 95 I"'r cent re
cucucn III mell,.les death. IC<lmpal"Cd with
pn;-immuni1.llliun IClelsJ.

5 A II:Il\'ing of child deaths ca_ '<! by di3rThoo:al
di=ses.

6 A one-third roductlon in dlild dealh.~ rrum acute
l1;<'ipitul"'} infl"Ctiorn..

7 Basic edoc:uioo for all cbiJdn.'lIl1oo rompJelloo
of primary edUCllliQrl by llt Iea.<;r 1lO per ceer-,

girls u,~ "''1:'11 "" hoy~.

8 Safe WlIICf IlIld '>lInuauOIl for eu rommunilie<_

9 Acccplance by all OOUIII~ of the ClMl\enlJOO
on I.he RittJ!l s of the Oldd. 1ll,:luding impn.l'oro
proIC<.'1i\ll1 fur ehil.m,n in csped'!!!}' difficull clr
CUIllSUlnCe.'.

10 UnivemJ :lCCt'" to IIigh-qualil)l family ~llnninl!

mfOl1natlon :md service:- ;0 onJer to fR''en1 prtg_
n:tOCi,,~ lhllt :l/'C 100 rorIy. 100 c lose ly~ 100
laiC or too m:my



The 'Illenti"", lllday~ If)

chil""' n is not jlL" btcau.'" they are
soc;cty', 'n lO<! ,'wno:rahle ci!ittn.<'
or h~manily's 'nlOSl jlfCCiou:s /C'

5OU1tt' , Nor is il jusl bc<:;w"" of
thei. , i, c as a demographic sub
group, This attention is being
~ to childrto in their own
right, Partly this L< a reflection of
Iong·term change.< in 5f\(.'ieOO; all
<>Va" the "..orId,

Decalles I>f modcrni,..~on and
utbani,atioo ho.... "hmged many at·
litude& As a result of this o:ntury's
vasl imJlfO"C'ments in child sul'\' i,-aI
and (levelorment. lX''''O lS ha,-e
gr\'ater hope< for WiTchildren. and
thc:y "-'pcct """" for Win And s0

ciety is ilWeSling much morein thl:ir
education oool mUning,

This is no accident, As w. cume
to the .nd of tho: decade, the educa·
tion of chikhn. e.<pc.'Ciallygirls.has
become 0IlC of the cenrre-pleces of
international ru,vel"l'"",nt, The
principle th.1t education bring.< ern ·
powcrm<'nt, and with il the oppor
tunity to transform life. has been
a!fumed. woogly, by the global
,:onfercnccs at Cairo, COfICnllagcn

and Beijing, Seldom has the inter
nalional lvrnmunity been so united
as il is on the priority for uni,'e~

primary edecauon,
That is precisely what makes the

fu""" for c!lildren a realm of opti.
mism ,....ther than a crucihle of de·
spair, for the complC!< of rea"",-'
spanning SO years. ll.\ set l>nt in this
report. it is now possible-in .<pite
of the wars and the I'O"cny-io be
li.,'e th:It. ultinwely. the world wHl
not obandon. """l:inaliu or depre.
tiale children,

It has been a long 5lnIgglc. to
have the li, -,," "f children lllken ..,ri·
oosly: il has COIlspmed half a CCD
tury to p" t chlJ""'n lII lhe centre of
the ;ntemational development and
human righll agcndo,

But tbcy an: thc:re, nnd nOlhing
will now dislodge them, It i ' there
fore possible 10 say. even amid the
horrors of ccento and depri'lltion.
lholt the 21.1cemury will belnng In

children. It thl:n remain, to shape
the polici~ and the programmes.
the principles and the resources to)

gi,-e meaning 1lI "'hat has hocn
achicved.

It i$ possible to say, e~·en

amid the horrors of
conflict alld depri~'atwn,

that the 21st century
will belollg to children.

"
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General note
on the data

ellplanation of
symbols

1hoi dall pn..,ded to lbe!8 lablei ill
lICCllIIlpllfII by dlllIIIloons, .aclllIQl! .-l
"""tions of s-,vobols Tables derMld
tn:m $!;I.....,. $DIJmlt-12 TIlajIll_

8/1 lostell 1/1 UlI pPlaf\a\lll"lllllllenlll
willl'leVl1lbly a;MlI a 'Mda Iil9l 01 diIliI
qu;alny Otti:lal~i".K da1iI r8Ct!lMlll
bylha UlspollSlblB liMed Nalllm ..,ey
hIM_1lRId v.iBIIMlI po6A*t In lha
mallY _ where \hlt<a ar8 no rallllbla
offieial r.uures. estlmates~ by the
resQl7i$lble Unrteel NitillflS agency I\I>'ll
_.mod Wntra such irltemilliooill1
ItarOBldllecl esl/lllillll del no! 811'11. lha
lilblBIlhw (In lIM_. paruculall1
dala receIVed hom Iba app'0pnlla
U~W filild oIfa 'M'erv posJotble.1IIIIY
0lllI'.pn.- or ~esttI_ ilI~

lW~ lliI¥e lleI!IlD8I1
lllIta q..~""" lil.8ly 10 btl iIltversety

atlkUId tor too.I'IlMS that hIM! _tty

Sira lha .... oIlhts Sl31Ista chaptaI "
tolll'lMla a tw..t poctUI1ll/ It'll~
Of (holoren .1111 wOmao worldw,de.
de!aoled dm quali/iQlIllWl$ aI'<llootrotes
a.. -,,,lII(Il8~iB lea i'dlsion
ebe"twll, Clr!II' twlIl'f'1lb:ib BIll UMlIll.....

suffale-d hom /II~n'madl or n.IQral
d,""efJ. TM \I PIIl'Ou~ ttl wlle<e
b.1"e wuml"j ,nlrlllJUCIUfa hal be.n
hagmlnied Or mila' Jl<Ipulal,an_........

Oata tor Irfa 1lllllClInCY. orudl! b-tn~

IIIIl death 1lI11l1. 'nllrll "","li,IY BIll,
ere. ala parI allM 'lllIula, wo,~ on
alimalel ¥rd~~ 1:rI'
lha UmiflCl Nat_ FWulallJl O..oltlJI

n- BNIlllher i~l,o~
1lSI<fMIBS 1I8 JlMBI peflClChcall,o, v.t,idl

e.:pIa>IlI~ am!! '" lha oata """ dills
ham lhota In""d on IIrher UNICEf--Data lur 0111 use all "ndergoinv
...lOW II WIlD and U~ICEI, $0-- ",un
fflW ~-{\f,ta~ 1/1 IIblt
3 01 "" Slare of~ WQ(ld s (;h,ldfl/fl
19!1i1lM~ fePNllId tln9 ......

I IlIlItiIla! llall INl refer III 'fllI'I or
penods aIte' than thcllIIll*<f1Ell III
!lID coh"'" heacllllQ, dllfllt ftorn t.ha
IllIOOard dufmllltin. or ,uler 10 lIIll,o
pan ofa c:ournrv

IiorB. Child IIVlaIrIYMIJmaW5 fir~ COUlIlMll In"'"*'4' d8IM1d /ram data
I&{JOf!f!d IJy rhII/hM1~f_ P!:pItarOl DmsuI .........~ tie. 8SlonatllS1M(

lillie< fn:rn rhe llresf 1liJ1OIII"'" klgeneraJ. dna tr!IImlldrinrJ ~I/IIMlIIy1hll

Jest)&' /116 IlIlf uraItPO'flW if!~~!5
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Table1 : Basic indicators
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Tabla 2: Nutrition
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Table 10: Regional summaries
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