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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs  
East Asia and Pacific has surpassed one million COVID-19 cases, with the Philippines (336,926 cases) and Indonesia 
(328,952 cases) being the most affected. To date, 1,010,512 positive COVID-19 cases have been confirmed in the 
region, with 26,690 deaths. While containment measures have been eased in many countries, some countries have 
reintroduced containment measures as new community transmission is detected. Restrictions on border crossings and 
flight operations remain in effect throughout the region. 

Most countries in the region have reopened their schools. However, the new school year records a significant decline 
in enrolment compared to the previous year. As of 16 October, 2.9 million children who were enrolled in the previous 
school year have not yet re-enrolled for the current school year. The International Day of the Girl Child on 11 
October underscored the importance to protect hard-earned gains in girls’ education in East Asia and Pacific, which are 
being threatened by COVID-19 as an estimated 1.2 million girls are at risk of dropping out of school as a result of the 
pandemic. Schools resumed in the Philippines on 5 October through distance learning only as face-to-face classes are 
still not allowed. Meanwhile, schools in Myanmar remain closed nation-wide (without a planned date for reopening) 
following the emergence and increase of community transmission in the country. Learning opportunities for children are 
still limited during these school closures. Due to increasing cases, local lockdowns including school closures were also 
instituted in two states in Malaysia (Selangor and Sabah) affecting access to education for 1.7 million children.  

With the extension and reintroduction of containment measures, ensuring the continuation of child protection services 
remains critical. The economic impacts on families continue to adversely affect the wellbeing of children and young 
people, including an increased risk of school dropout, violence, sexual and gender-based violence, exploitation, abuse 
and neglect. The Socio-Economic Impact Assessment of COVID-19 in Fiji concluded there was an increase of both 
gender-based violence and violence against children during COVID-19 in Fiji, and that the containment measures of the 
virus and ensuing economic impacts would likely increase child labour and exploitation of children. Furthermore, Save 
the Children’s Global Girlhood Report 2020 reveals that the socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 have put an 
estimated 500,000 girls globally at risk of being forced into child marriage. Within East Asia and Pacific, the report found 
that 61,000 additional girls are at risk of child marriage and 118,000 girls are at risk of adolescent pregnancy in the next 
year; 305,000 girls are at risk of child marriage in the next five years. Meanwhile, a report on COVID-19: Community 
Insights from the Asia Pacific Region by IFRC, WHO and OCHA revealed that nearly half of all respondents believed 
that a specific group is at fault for the spread of COVID-19, suggesting that stigma and discrimination is a significant 
issue that must be addressed at the community level, particularly to prevent further discrimination of already 
marginalized groups such as migrants. 

Furthermore, the pandemic, including its social economic consequences on families, is increasing children’s vulnerability 
to existing humanitarian emergencies across the region, including flooding in Cambodia and Viet Nam, cyclones in the 
Philippines and Viet Nam, and displaced populations in Myanmar. In Myanmar, the occurrence of COVID-19 cases in 
Rakhine State and subsequent containment measures by the Government of Myanmar have impacted UNICEF’s and 
partners’ ability to provide humanitarian assistance to conflict-affected and internally displaced people in camps and 
displacement sites. Continued efforts are needed to ensure that the number of new cases do not flare up again and to 
support health systems, communities and families to mitigate the impacts of the pandemic. UNICEF is working with 
governments and partners across the region in order to meet these challenges.  

Humanitarian Strategy 
The UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Response Strategy focuses both on addressing immediate needs, including 
enhancing preventive and preparedness measures to contain, mitigate and respond to the health and socio-economic 
impacts as well as on medium to longer term interventions through sectoral responses. The response strategy’s first 
strategic priority is the public health response to reduce novel coronavirus transmission and mortality. This includes 
ensuring that children, their caregivers and the general population receive targeted and accurate lifesaving information 
on COVID-19 and how they can protect themselves; improving infection prevention and control (IPC) and providing 
critical medical and WASH supplies; and ensuring access to adequate WASH services. The second strategic priority 
focuses on addressing the socio-economic impact of the COVID-19 crisis, including supporting the continuity of health, 
nutrition, education, social protection and child protection including gender-based violence services.  

In addition, East Asia and Pacific Regional Office is enhancing knowledge management within the region and 
contributing lessons learned globally. While documentation of good practices is ongoing, sectoral and issue-based 
learning sessions are being organized together with country offices and external partners to exchange lessons, highlight 
issues and explore innovative ways of working in the current COVID-19 pandemic crisis.  

Partnerships and Coordination 
At the regional and country levels, UNICEF is coordinating efforts to reduce transmission and mitigate the impacts of 
COVID-19 with national authorities, UN and partners, including WHO, IFRC, national Centres for Diseases Control, 
NGOs, community-based organisations, and the private sector. To assess the socio-economic impacts of COVID-19 on 
children and women, UNICEF is coordinating with multiple agencies at the regional and national level. With the support 
of UNICEF’s East Asia and Pacific Regional Office, Country Offices developed a regional response plan aligned with 
the WHO COVID-19 Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan, the UN Global Humanitarian Response Plan as well 

https://www.unicef.org/eap/stories/building-back-equal-girls-education
https://www.unicef.org/eap/stories/building-back-equal-girls-education
https://www.pacific.undp.org/content/pacific/en/home/library/socio-economic-impact-assessment-of-covid-19-in-fiji.html
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/node/18201/pdf/global_girlhood_report_2020_africa_version_2.pdf
https://reliefweb.int/report/indonesia/covid-19-community-insights-asia-pacific-region-indonesia-malaysia-myanmar-and
https://reliefweb.int/report/indonesia/covid-19-community-insights-asia-pacific-region-indonesia-malaysia-myanmar-and
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as the UN Framework for the Immediate Socio-economic response to COVID-19. UNICEF is actively contributing to the 
joint UN socio-economic assessment for COVID-19 as part of the joint UN Task Force. 

Summary of UNICEF’s Response Actions in the Region: 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) 
UNICEF’s risk communication and community engagement focuses on how to prevent transmission of the virus and 
particularly how to protect children, pregnant women and other vulnerable groups. Particular attention is given to reach 
urban populations, including slum dwellers, and other vulnerable populations such as migrants, people living in remote 
areas and the poor, where the risk of transmission is particularly high. In the region, UNICEF continues providing 
public information through social media and traditional media to over 793 million people since the beginning of the 
crisis, targeted audio-visual messages have also been produced and disseminated to reach children and people with 
disabilities.  

• In Indonesia, UNICEF’s Communication Team is embedded in the Government’s COVID-19 Task Force and 
provides direct support to national authorities on all aspects of RCCE. Since March 2020, UNICEF has facilitated 
more than 400 daily national press briefings with 500 experts and responded to daily inquiries from international 
media. UNICEF continues to provide technical and content creation support for the Government’s COVID-19 
website which has reached more than 25.1 million users, with 79.7 million pageviews. UNICEF also supports the 
design of SMS messages reaching 200 million people with COVID-19 messages every two weeks through an 
agreement with Mobile Network Operators. Meanwhile, in partnerships with the country’s two largest faith-based 
organizations and three community-based organizations, messages have reached 480,000 people in 94 districts 
with awareness and behavioural change interventions, through mobile vehicles ("COVID-19 cars") disseminating 
messages through inter-personal communication in public places and communities, installation of simple hand 
washing facility and community meetings. 

• In Cambodia, during the reporting period, 515 health promotion and education sessions were conducted at 
community level in the five north-eastern provinces reaching approximately 16,134 villagers with precautionary 
measures as advised by the Ministry of Health. In each session, messages on promoting personal hygiene and 
sanitation, and how to prevent the spread of COVID-19 disease were shared with communities either through face 
to face (small group) or mobile loudspeakers. Of these, 285 sessions were delivered through integrated outreach 
activities of immunization, reaching approximately 9,339 community people.   

• In China, in partnership with the Communist Youth League of China, UNICEF launched the third and fourth episode, 
completing a four-part series podcast targeting adolescents. The episodes, which were developed by UNICEF and 
experts from Yale University in the United States, focused on peer support and coping with anxiety. To date, 
approximately 340,000 people (primarily adolescents and youth) have listened to the podcast series broadcasted 
via the Communist Youth League’s WeChat account. 

• In Thailand, as of end of September, 179,469 migrants and vulnerable people were reached through community 
level RCCE activities. RCCE activities focused on providing migrant workers and their children with behaviour-
focused messages on COVID-19 to better address their special needs and mitigate specific risks they face.   

Critical Supply and Logistics and WASH services 
UNICEF supports frontline health workers and service providers to have capacity to manage IPC and to have access to 
IPC equipment in critical facilities. It also looks at children and their families having access to safe and affordable water 
and WASH, including handwashing with soap and essential personal hygiene practices and menstrual supplies for 
women and girls. While UNICEF provided personal protective equipment (PPE) for an additional 66,228 health 
workers during the reporting period across the region, reaching 392,880 health workers since the beginning of the 
crisis, an additional 3 million people were reached with WASH supplies and services for a total of over 10.6 million 
people being reached since January. As in many countries in the East Asia and Pacific region, PPE and other health 
supplies cannot or can no longer be sourced locally and UNICEF’s support is critical to fill supply gaps.  
 
PPE and Health Supplies  

• In the Philippines, UNICEF delivered PPE to health facilities and local government units, reaching 81,010 health 
and community workers. UNICEF also provided 200 isolation tents to the Department of Health Treatment and 
Rehabilitation Facility Bicutan to enable the facility to function as a community-based isolation centre.  

• In Papua New Guinea, UNICEF delivered 10 ventilators and 20 Oxygen concentrators to the National Department 
of Health as part of on-going support for the country’s COVID-19 response.  

WASH Supplies and Services 

• In Malaysia, as of October 13, 66,000 people (children and their families) from undocumented communities in 
Sabah, detainees in Immigration Detention Centre, and refugee schools in Klang valley, and low-cost flats in Kuala 
Lumpur have received essential hygiene kits and health education sessions. To date, 237,000 face masks, 36,334 
soaps, 2,150 hand sanitizers (500ml), 233 contactless thermometers, and 500 clothes distributed across the country 
and 7 handwashing station installed at alternative learning centres in Sabah. 

• In Papua New Guinea, UNICEF provided access to handwashing facilities in schools for an estimated 1,600 school 
children in Goroka. Hygiene kits were also distributed to 1,189 vulnerable families and an estimated 3,945 students 
and 1,390 community members were reached through a targeted COVID-19 prevention/response campaign. 
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• In Myanmar, 7,330 handwashing stations have been constructed to date reaching an estimated 1,851,381 people 
across 196 townships through partnerships, contracts and government counterparts. In addition, 30,284 posters 
and other IEC materials have been distributed to date reaching an estimated 1,514,100 people across 14 
States/Regions through government counterparts (specific to WASH programmes). A total of 8,515 hygiene kits 
have also been distributed to IDP Camps and Quarantine centres; 100,969 soaps have been distributed to health 
workers, IDP Camps and Quarantine centres; and 4,312 water containers and 33 water treatment items were 
distributed in Rakhine and Chin state.  

• In Cambodia, UNICEF procured critical hygiene, cleaning supplies and learning materials for all community 
preschools, primary schools and secondary schools nationwide. Distribution started on 22 September and is 
scheduled to be completed by 6 November. As of 8 October, distribution has been completed to nine provinces, 
covering 4,298 schools across all sub-sectors and 1,148,210 students. Among the distributed supplies are 201,295 
bars of soaps, 14,701 buckets with taps to use for handwashing and 84,688 bottles of surface disinfectant. 
Development of a handbook is underway for school principals and teachers to guide them for safe school operation 
and creating a protective and caring learning environment during COVID-19. 

Supplies and Logistics Challenges 
Where PPE supplies are available on local markets, quality certification according to international standards is 
sometimes challenging. Regional export restrictions of PPE and WASH supplies as well as border closures and regular 
flight operation have made it significantly more difficult to source such supplies regionally and ensure their transportation 
into affected countries. Furthermore, due to the closure of regular flight operations and border closure the options of 
using chartered flight has heavily increased the operation cost.  

Provision of Healthcare and Nutrition Services 
UNICEF, in close coordination with partners and health authorities, is supporting countries’ health systems in the region 
to respond to and prepare for COVID-19 outbreaks. UNICEF has strengthened health system capacities by supporting 
the training of an additional 13,565 health workers during the reporting period, having so far reached over 576,273 
health workers in total on the detection, management and referral of suspected COVID-19 cases while at the same 
time supporting the continued provision of adequate health care, including nutritional services, for children, pregnant 
women and vulnerable communities. So far, over 24 million people have been reached with nutrition messages 
and over 4.7 million children have been provided with access to essential nutrition services. The focus in the 
region is now on re-establishing the delivery of routine nutrition services.  

 
• In Myanmar, despite the increasing cases and Rakhine lockdown, nutrition partners in Rakhine (Action Contre la 

Faim (ACF), Myanmar Health Assistant Association (MHAA) and Save the Children (SCI)) have managed to 
maintain monthly essential nutrition services through local communities, camp staffs and volunteers while 
implementing COVID-19 infection prevention and control measures. During the reporting period, 3,069 pregnant 
and breastfeeding women and 3,219 children 6-59 months were provided with preventive nutrition services and 94 
children with SAM were treated by UNICEF partners. 

• In Mongolia, essential nutrition supplies including therapeutic milks, therapeutic foods, antibiotics, and 
anthropometric measurement equipment have been distributed to 227 primary and 15 secondary health facilities in 
six districts of Ulaanbaatar city, Bayankhongor, Gobi-Altai, Zavkhan,Khuvsgul as well as to the National Centre for 
Maternal and Child Health. Approximately 120,170 children under five will benefit from these essential supplies. In 
addition, with UNICEF support, primary health care workers provided counselling service on infant and young child 
feeding to 41,806 children (20,828 girls; 20,978 boys) in five provinces and six districts in September. 

• In Cambodia, an additional 66 health staff from referral hospitals and health centres were trained during this period 
by the provincial team from provincial health departments and provincial hospitals, with UNICEF financial and 
technical support. The training focused on improving the skills of frontline health service providers on triage 
management and flow of patients, referral of patients suspected of COVID-19, nursing care for COVID-19 patients 
and safe management of dead bodies. So far, a total of 884 health staff in the five north-eastern provinces have 
been trained to effectively manage COVID-19 patients and suspected cases.  

• In DPRK, provision of both preventive and curative healthcare and nutrition services continue to be delivered to 
targeted populations. 

• In Papua New Guinea, 704 front line health workers (272 females; 432 males) in 12 provinces were trained on IPC 
clinical management of COVID-19 cases, surveillance and contact tracing, and risk communication. As of 12 
October, 30 batches of trainings have been successfully completed in 48 districts by UNICEF and partners. 

• In Indonesia, using the RapidPro platform, UNICEF is working closely with the Ministry of Health team for a national 
assessment of cold chain for COVID-19 vaccine distribution. UNICEF and Ministry of Health have also finalized 
guidance on resumption of routine services by hospitals. Furthermore, UNICEF has provided close technical 
assistance for malaria surveillance to monitor increase of malaria cases during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and Social Protection Services 

As students return to school across the region, UNICEF Country Offices are also including protection and nutrition 
considerations in the back to school campaigns (Indonesia, Viet Nam), including WASH supplies and campaigns (China, 
Myanmar, Papua New Guinea). In countries that are opting for distance learning (Philippines), UNICEF is supporting 
continuity of learning efforts as well as aiding governments’ decision making through awareness raising on the benefits 
of school returns for children’s learning, wellbeing and protection. 
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While several significant regional child protection issues have emerged and protection services has been disrupted over 
the past few months, UNICEF continues to work with governments and partners to ensure continuity of critical child 
protection services including case management. Furthermore, UNICEF is working with partners to ensure that children 
at risk of family separation and children and women at increased risk of violence, sexual and gender-based violence, 
exploitation, abuse and neglect, due to COVID-19, are protected through social and protection services in humanitarian 
and development contexts. Increasing, attention is also given to the heightened risk children and women face of 
experiencing violence in the home during the COVID-19 epidemic. To re-enforce the rights of children and women, 
UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office supported the Association of South East Nation (ASEAN) to issue a 
statement on mitigating the impacts of COVID-19 on vulnerable groups during the ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Social 
Welfare and Development (AMMSWD). The statement highlights not only the need to reach vulnerable groups of 
children, but also the role of social protection and social workers. This is particularly timely given the new World Bank 
report projecting regional growth to slow sharply in 2020, to 0.5 per cent, the lowest rate since 1967.  

By supporting social protection responses by governments in the region, UNICEF helps to ensure that vulnerable 
children and their families impacted by COVID-19 have financial access to goods and services essential to meet their 
basic needs. To date, UNICEF’s support to social protection services has resulted in 17.5 million households having 
been reached with cash assistance.  

Education 

• In Timor-Leste, relevant staff of the Ministry of Education and INFORDEPE (in-service training institute) were 
trained on the Learning Passport (a collaboration between UNICEF, Microsoft and The University of Cambridge to 
address the challenges faced by children and youth to access continued, quality education due to disruptions caused 
by crisis and displacement). An administrator guide on the Learning Passport has also been developed and an 
additional 22 children's story books on the Learning Passport platform have been converted into audio books 
benefiting children who may have a vision impairment. 

• In Thailand, in order to ensure that schools can implement procedures for COVID-19 prevention correctly, UNICEF 
is working with the Department of Disease Control (DDC) on a series of five animated videos on ‘New Normal’ 
practices to prevent COVID-19 in schools. One of the videos will also address the issue of when it is necessary for 
the classroom or school to close, in order to ensure that disease control can be effectively managed, and the 
provision of education is not unnecessarily interrupted. The videos will also communicate recommended practices 
on prevention to students and parents. 

• In Viet Nam, UNICEF supported the Ministry of Education and Training in the development and roll-out of a set of 
equity-focused ‘Safe Back to School’ criteria which were re-applied at all 43,966 schools as 21.2 million students 
returned after the summer holiday. 

• In Cambodia, UNICEF launched the Back to School Safe and Healthy campaign in collaboration with Ministry of 
Education, Youth and Sport (MoEYS), which aims to prepare children, parents and teachers for a safe return to 
school. A package of three TV and three radio spots (in Khmer and four indigenous languages), was developed and 
is currently airing in the four top national TV and Radio channels. A social media package was developed and 
posted on UNICEF an MoEYS platforms.  

• In the Philippines, UNICEF provided technical support for the drafting of the Safe Return to School Guidelines. As 
a result, the Department of Education has adjusted its Child Protection policy to account for increased risks to 
children through online learning and adjusted the reporting and referral system to the COVID-19 context. 

Child Protection  

• In Malaysia, in partnership with the National Early Childhood Intervention Council (NECIC) COVID-19 Humanitarian 
Programme, UNICEF supported 4,032 Teletherapy Sessions on and MHPSS for children with disabilities, including 
3,595 individual sessions and 437 group sessions. To date, 500 children (137 girls; 363 boys) received MHPSS, 
rehabilitation, educational and early intervention support. In addition, 493 parents/caregivers (396 females; 97 
males) received MHPSS and early intervention guidance. A gender analysis is currently being undertaken to unpack 
the reasons why there are higher numbers of mothers engaging in the programme than fathers, and also why higher 
numbers of boys are engaging in the services for children than girls. This analysis will be written up onto a short 
case study finalised by November 2020. 

• In Indonesia, during the reporting period, UNICEF and CSO/government partners reached an additional 56,309 
individuals (24,422 children including 9,269 girls) through various MHPSS activities, such as webinars and radio 
talk shows on parenting, mental health and psychosocial support, for a total of 1,156,395 individuals (394,652 
children) since the beginning of COVID-19 response. 

• In Kiribati, UNICEF supported the delivery of MHPSS messaging via a two-week radio spot on AM1440. Messaging 
included protection of children, parenting tips and COVID-19, with call in time for questions. The calculated reach 
of these radio spots is approximately 35.5% of the population (39,089 people), with estimated 15,904 children (7,738 
girls; 8,166 boys) and 23,185 adults (11,876 females; 11,309 males). 

• In the Philippines, UNICEF continues to support the nationwide helpline of the Philippine Red Cross. As of 5 
October, 14,372 callers (6,404 females; 7,968 males) were provided with critical information on MHPSS and/or 
referred to appropriate line agencies for additional support. UNICEF is also supporting the Philippine National Police 
in finalizing the Child Protection Policy, to ensure the institutionalization of child-sensitive procedures in the 
intervention and investigation of child abuse and neglect cases and cases involving children in conflict with the law.  

https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/21/deped-boosts-child-protection-policy-for-online-learning/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=deped-boosts-child-protection-policy-for-online-learning
https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/22/deped-to-adjust-reporting-system-for-child-abuse-amid-covid-19-pandemic/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=deped-to-adjust-reporting-system-for-child-abuse-amid-covid-19-pandemic
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• In Viet Nam, UNICEF supported The Ministry of Labour, Invalids and Social Affairs (MOLISA) to organise training 
for 35 participants/social workers on MHPSS for children in emergencies/disasters from 28 September to 1 October. 
Participants increased their knowledge and skills relating to systematic understanding on disasters including 
COVID-19 and psychosocial impacts on children, guidelines and principles on MHPSS from Inter Agency Steering 
Committee, psychological first aid and basic trauma-focused psychological interventions for children in the aftermath 
of disasters. These participants now become resource persons for improving the workforce to support MHPSS for 
children during COVID-19. 

• In Lao PDR, UNICEF conducted a case management training for provincial and district officials in charge of social 
work in Attapue Province. Participants were able to have hands-on knowledge and skills on how to identify 
vulnerable children, how to assist them, how to trace families, how to provide care and protection, where to refer 
cases, etc. In addition, technical and financial support was provided to the Lao Women’s Union (LWU) and the Lao 
Youth Union (LYU) to analyse data received through Government hotline systems. In September, a total of 45 cases 
was admitted to LWU protection shelters, including cases of domestic violence, rape, and trafficking. In August-
September, a total of 411 people reached the service from LYU with issues includes related to COVID-19 stress, 
relationships, unemployed and domestic violence. 

• UNICEF East Asia and Pacific Regional Office published a blog highlighting the impact of COVID-19 on the 
mental health of children and adolescents and a Snap Shot of UNICEF’s Approach to Mental Health During COVID-
19 in East Asia and the Pacific – a joint initiative of health, adolescent development and participation, and child 
protection. 

Social Protection 

• In Indonesia, UNICEF is providing ongoing support to government in developing guidelines for increasing coverage 
and benefits of unconditional cash transfers of a poverty-focused child grant program during COVID-19 targeting 
8.2 million people. UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Village and Disadvantaged Region in designing a monitoring 
and evaluation system for social protection programs under village fund scheme called BLT (unconditional cash 
transfer) and Padat Karya Tunai Desa (cash for work program). Specifically, UNICEF advocates for the expansion 
of vulnerability criteria to include girls, women-headed household, elderly women, and pregnant women. 

• In Myanmar, the government expanded the existing Maternal and Child Cash Transfer programme providing an 
additional one-off/top up of 30,000 MMK ($20) to 238,410 women with young children. The key objective of the top-
up amount is to boost the purchasing power of families to buy nutritious foods. This “top up” is in addition to the 
45,000 MMK (~$30) provided to the MCCT beneficiaries every quarter. In addition, DSW/MSWRR has launched a 
temporary one-time cash transfer for pregnant women in the 9 states/regions where MCCT is not yet being 
implemented. The target beneficiaries are 457,000 women out of which 271,470 have received payments, while the 
rest are underway. UNICEF has been providing technical support in adaptation of the implementation procedures 
including social and behavioural change communication on key health and nutrition behaviours for these additional 
payments. 

• In Cambodia, The National Cash Transfer Programme for the poor and vulnerable households affected by COVID-
19 (COVID-19 cash transfer programme) launched on 25 June with UNICEF technical support has covered four 
rounds of payments.  A total of 621,796 households were covered as of 10 October. Additional households are 
being identified as eligible for the programme, increasing the target to 669,063 households, with the number of 
persons with disability gradually increasing. Preparations are underway for the 5 th round of payments in October. 

Cross-cutting areas: Adolescent and Youth engagement, Disability, Gender  

• In Vanuatu, UNICEF is supporting Wan Smolbag’s Rainbow Disability Theatre, which is made up solely of people 
living with a disability, to spread COVID-19 messages among communities. To date, the theatre group has reached 
2,255 people in Port Vila and Efate with Ministry of Health approved coronavirus songs on COVID-19. 

• In Papua New Guinea, between 9 September and 14 October, a total of 564 children, adolescents and adults 
(parents and caregivers) benefited from MHPSS and case management services through the UNICEF and 
ChildFund partnership that expands the 1-Tok Kaunselin Helpim Lain (Help Line) to provide accessible and remote 
MHPSS services to children and adolescents. The Help Line is a free, confidential phone counselling service, where 
callers can receive MHPSS services, counselling, case management, and service referrals. 

• In Lao PDR, UNICEF RCCE TV programmes on education, child protection, health and WASH were produced in 
sign language and with Lao subtitles for children and people with disabilities. UNICEF is re-running a “My Village” 
TV show on the Ministry of Education and Sport TV Channel which supports physical, cognitive, social and emotional 
development of all children, including children with disabilities. UNICEF and the Ministry of Information, Culture and 
Tourism 's TV/Radio programmes have tailored messages for adolescent girls and boys, specifically on gender-
based violence, MHPSS and online protection. 

Data Collection, Analysis and Research 
UNICEF generates data analyses and evidence on consequences and impacts of the pandemic to social services to 
advocate and inform social protection services and the wider response to the COVID-19 crisis. UNICEF in are working 
with partners on the secondary impact assessment. 

• In China, two papers were drafted based on data from the ongoing multi-centre longitudinal study being carried out 
in Wuhan City, Hubei Province. The first paper, ‘A study of breastfeeding practices, SARS-CoV-2 and its antibodies 
in the breast milk of mothers confirmed with COVID-19’, has been accepted by the Lancet Regional Health - Western 

https://www.unicef.org/eap/stories/world-mental-health-day
https://www.unicef.org/eap/media/6786/file/Mental%20health%20advocacy%20brief.pdf
https://www.unicef.org/eap/media/6786/file/Mental%20health%20advocacy%20brief.pdf
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Pacific for publication. The second paper, ‘A Multi-Center Survey on Postpartum Mental Health of Mothers with 
COVID-19 in Hubei Province of China’, is now under revision following the first round of peer review.  

• In Indonesia, UNICEF launched a real-time behavioural monitoring platform which reports rates of handwashing at 
37%, mask use at 74% and safe-distancing at 63% nationally. 

• In the Federated States of Micronesia, UNICEF supported the Chuuk WASH in Schools Technical Working Group 
in conducting a midline survey of 30 schools on the readiness of schools to reopen and on mapping WASH in 
schools. The survey used the AKVO Flow app to gather, consolidate and interpret data. Findings from the survey 
are being used in planning to ensure the availability of water supply to meet the demand for handwashing in schools. 

• In Lao PDR, a draft report of the UNICEF and UNFPA commissioned rapid assessment and the social and economic 
impact of COVID-19 on children, adolescent and women is under review. Following discussions with the 
Government and other stakeholders on the draft, comments and inputs are being incorporated by the assessment 
team. The policy briefs and report will be launched by the honourable vice Minister of Planning and investment in 
early November. 

• In Thailand, UNICEF is conducting research on the effectiveness of different types of helplines and hotlines during 
COVID-19, to improve the cross-referral of cases between different helplines and hotlines. 

• In Timor-Leste, The UN socio-economic impact assessment of COVID-19, led by UNDP and supported by UNICEF, 
has been released. 

Funding 
UNICEF revised its Global HAC for the COVID-19 response in July 2020 and is now seeking US$1.9 billion globally. As 
part of that appeal, the East Asia and Pacific regional response plan budget increased to US$162 million. So far, 
a total of US$106.2 million has been received for the region from different donors, including the Governments of Japan, 
the United States of America, the Republic of Korea, the United Kingdom, Canada, Ireland, Denmark, Sweden, 
Netherlands, Australia, New Zealand, the European Commission, China, the Asian Development Bank, the World Bank, 
CERF, WHO, UNDP, UNFPA, the Global Partnership for Education, GAVI, the Solidarity Fund, Global Fund COVID-19 
Response Mechanism (C-19 RM), several private donors and UNICEF committees in Australia, Denmark, China, 
Germany, Indonesia, Japan, Malaysia, Netherlands, New Zealand, Philippines, Sweden, Thailand, UK and USA. 
UNICEF is currently in discussion with several public and private donors to raise funding for the US$55.8 million shortfall 
for the East Asia and Pacific regional response. UNICEF acknowledges the generous contribution of donors including 
private sectors supporting this joint effort to respond and mitigate the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic in the East 
Asia and Pacific region. Please refer to Annex B for more detailed information on funding per functional area and country. 

Internal and External Media 
• UNICEF, UNICEF launches its new Core Commitments for Children, 16 Oct 2020 

• UNICEF, Lack of handwashing with soap puts millions at increased risk to COVID-19 and other infectious 
diseases, 15 Oct 2020 

• DW, Papua's clever teachers keep schools going amid COVID-19 lockdown, 13 Oct 2020 

• The New York Times, Is Vietnam the Next ‘Asian Miracle’?, 13 Oct 2020 

• VOA, Pandemic Worsens Challenges Faced by Girls Globally, 11 Oct 2020 

• The Lancet, 2·5 million more child marriages due to COVID-19 pandemic, 10 Oct 2020 

• Reuters, COVID, climate and conflict conspire to push up poverty, 7 Oct 2020 

• FMT, Protecting our children in times of Covid-19, 7 Oct 2020 

• Bloomberg, Vietnam Says 31.8 Million Citizens Economically Hurt by Virus, 6 Oct 2020 

• The ASEAN Post, Harassment From The Streets To Social Media, 5 Oct 2020 

• VOA, 10% of World’s Population May Have Been Infected with Coronavirus, WHO Says, 5 Oct 2020 

• Manila Bulletin, Learning is for all: UNICEF lauds gov’t decision to start classes, 2 Oct 2020 

• Malay Mail, NGOs in Malaysia reveal the impact of Covid-19 on children’s mental health, 1 Oct 2020 

• The Straits Times, Covid-19 pandemic will push millions across East Asia and the Pacific into poverty this year, 
says World Bank, 29 Sept 2020 

• Khmer Times, Unicef lauds IDPoor scheme for protecting children amid pandemic, 29 Sept 2020 

• Manila Bulletin, 3 M students have yet to enroll for new school year, 28 Sept 2020 

• Al Jazeera, Yangon under strain as Myanmar coronavirus cases surge, 27 Sept 2020 

• ABC, How did Vietnam bring the spread of coronavirus to a halt — again?, 22 Sept 2020  

• Bloomberg, Girls Are Quitting School to Work in Virus-Battered Rural Asia, 19 Sept 2020  

Next Situation Report: 13 November 2020 

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Karin Hulshof 

Regional Director  

East Asia and Pacific Regional 

Office 

Tel:  +66 2 356 9401 

Email: khulshof@unicef.org 

Marc Rubin 

Regional Advisor, Emergency 

East Asia and Pacific Regional 

Office 

Tel:  +66 2 356 9277 

Email:  mrubin@unicef.org 

Andreas Wuestenberg 

Emergency Specialist 

East Asia and Pacific Regional 

Office 

Tel:  +66 (0) 23569235 

Email: awuestenberg@unicef.org 

https://dashboard3m.apps.datafordecisionmaking.com/
https://www.un.org.tl/en/component/jdownloads/download/17-covid-19/78-seia-final-report
https://wcmsprod.unicef.org/emergencies/core-commitments-children?auHash=djyY6PSDKELMlZVZFCFa3d4jlLAm7J3Rj2I5aQcT-Yc
https://www.unicef.org/eap/press-releases/lack-handwashing-soap-puts-millions-increased-risk-covid-19-and-other-infectious
https://www.unicef.org/eap/press-releases/lack-handwashing-soap-puts-millions-increased-risk-covid-19-and-other-infectious
https://www.dw.com/en/papuas-clever-teachers-keep-schools-going-amid-covid-19-lockdown/a-55254716
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/13/opinion/vietnam-economy.html
https://www.voanews.com/covid-19-pandemic/pandemic-worsens-challenges-faced-girls-globally
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(20)32112-7/fulltext
https://uk.reuters.com/article/us-health-coronavirus-poverty/covid-climate-and-conflict-conspire-to-push-up-poverty-idUSKBN26S2V3
https://www.freemalaysiatoday.com/category/highlight/2020/10/07/protecting-our-children-in-times-of-covid-19/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-10-06/vietnam-says-31-8-million-citizens-economically-hurt-by-virus
https://theaseanpost.com/article/harassment-streets-social-media
https://www.voanews.com/covid-19-pandemic/10-worlds-population-may-have-been-infected-coronavirus-who-says
https://mb.com.ph/2020/10/02/learning-is-for-all-unicef-lauds-govt-decision-to-start-classes/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=learning-is-for-all-unicef-lauds-govt-decision-to-start-classes
https://www.malaymail.com/news/life/2020/10/01/ngos-in-malaysia-reveal-the-impact-of-covid-19-on-childrens-mental-health/1908361
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/united-states/covid-19-pandemic-will-push-millions-across-east-asia-and-the-pacific-into
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/united-states/covid-19-pandemic-will-push-millions-across-east-asia-and-the-pacific-into
https://www.khmertimeskh.com/50767552/unicef-lauds-idpoor-scheme-for-protecting-children-amid-pandemic/
https://mb.com.ph/2020/09/28/3-m-students-have-yet-to-enroll-for-new-school-year/?utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=3-m-students-have-yet-to-enroll-for-new-school-year
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2020/9/27/yangon-under-strain-as-myanmar-coronavirus-cases-surge
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-09-23/how-did-vietnam-get-on-top-of-coronavirus-yet-again/12683008
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2020-09-19/girls-are-quitting-school-to-work-in-virus-battered-rural-asia


8 

 

Annex A: Summary of Selected Programme Results 
 

Areas of Response 2020 target 
Total UNICEF 

Results 
Increase from 

last SitRep 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement       

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through 
messaging on prevention and access to services* 

630,999,412 793,922,733                  -    

Number of children reached with targeted messages and 
information on COVID-19 on personal hygiene and 
improved sanitary practices (specific to schools and early 
childhood development centres (ECD) centres) 

300,651,407 108,979,485 ▲ 9,831 

Critical Supply and Logistics and WASH services       

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health 
workers provided with Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) 

283,493 392,880 ▲ 66,228 

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies 
(including hygiene items) and services 

12,286,701 10,675,542 ▲ 3,073,841 

Provision of Healthcare and Nutrition Services       

Number of health facilities staff and community health 
workers trained in detection, referral and management of 
suspected and confirmed COVID-19 cases 

534,808 576,273 ▲ 13,565 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health 
workers trained in Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

553,198 466,560 ▲ 5,979 

Number of women and children that have continued 
access to obstetric, neo- and postnatal and child health 
care including immunization services 

8,117,800 5,251,534 ▲ 501,316 

Number of people reached with nutrition messages in the 
context of COVID-19 

17,886,412 24,110,812 ▲ 2,396,223 

Number children that have access to essential nutrition 
services during the COVID-19 pandemic period 

4,813,046 4,751,731 ▲ 701,216 

Access to Continuous Education and Child Protection 
Services 

      

Number of children supported with distance/home-based 
learning 

80,720,967 70,615,871 ▲ 
          

1,694  

Number of children without parental or family care 
provided with appropriate alternative care arrangements 

283,022 364,701 ▲         102  

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers 
provided with mental health and psychosocial support** 

56,394,644 58,584,057 ▲ 2,944,112 

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving 
humanitarian multi-sector cash grant for basic needs 

22,523,432 17,580,394 ▲ 63,091 

 *As the same person might be reached through several channels more than once, targets and results have factored the possibility 
of double counting. 
** The activity includes all direct and indirect MHPSS interventions ranging from individual and group counselling to large scale 
MHPSS messaging.   
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Annex B: Funding Status 
 

Sector 
2020 

Requirements 
2020 Funds 

Received 

2020 Funding Gap 2021 Funds 
Received $ % 

Risk 
Communication 

 $         22,916,656   $         15,847,298   $           7,069,358  31%  $                          -    

Supplies and 
WASH Services 

 $         55,316,922   $         37,920,007   $         17,396,915  31%  $           3,189,867  

Health and 
Nutrition Services 

 $         34,014,727   $         25,964,025   $           8,050,702  24%  $                          -    

Continuation of 
Education, Child 
Protection and 
Social Protection 

 $         40,090,945   $         21,138,531   $         18,952,414  47%  $         14,024,531  

Data Collection 
and Analysis 

 $           7,055,011   $           3,682,220   $           3,372,791  48%  $                          -    

Regional 
Coordination and 
Support 

 $           2,600,000   $           1,613,886   $              986,114  38%  $                          -    

Total  $       161,994,261   $       106,165,967   $         55,828,294  34%  $         17,214,398  

 

Country 
2020 

Requirements 

2020 Funding Available 2020 Funding Gap 
2021 Funds 

Received Newly 
Received 

Reprogrammed $ % 

Cambodia  $      7,000,000  
 $              

5,074,108  
 $            21,500   $      1,904,392  27%  $                     -    

China  $      7,176,600  
 $              

3,701,493  
 $                      -     $      3,475,107  48%  $                     -    

DPRK  $      4,658,362  
 $              

2,138,738  
 $                      -     $      2,519,624  54%  $                     -    

Indonesia  $    26,377,728  
 $            

17,138,136  
 $                      -     $      9,239,592  35%  $                     -    

Lao DPR  $    10,461,610  
 $              

7,791,874  
 $                      -     $      2,669,736  26%  $      3,209,531  

Malaysia  $      2,484,000  
 $              

1,013,142  
 $          150,000   $      1,320,858  53%  $                     -    

Mongolia  $      8,000,000  
 $              

2,701,649  
 $          100,000   $      5,198,351  65%  $                     -    

Myanmar  $    24,482,374  
 $            

13,239,991  
 $          177,000   $    11,065,383  45%  $      5,270,000  

Pacific  $    19,749,680  
 $            

18,609,362  
 $          235,000   $         905,318  5%  $                     -    

Papua New 
Guinea 

 $    12,000,000  
 $            

11,301,677  
 $          719,000  $          -20,677 0%  $      7,129,867  

Philippines  $    18,215,685  
 $              

5,125,610  
 $       3,238,415   $      9,851,660  54%  $                     -    

Timor-Leste  $      8,200,000  
 $              

6,731,859  
 $          546,925   $         921,216  11%  $      1,605,000  

Thailand  $      3,476,780  
 $              

1,809,546  
 $                      -     $      1,667,234  48%  $                     -    

Viet Nam  $      7,111,442  
 $              

2,987,055  
 $                      -     $      4,124,387  58%  $                     -    

Regional Office 
 $              

2,600,000  
 $              

1,613,886  
 $                      -     $         986,114  38%  $                     -    

Total  $  161,994,261   $  100,978,127   $       5,187,840   $    55,828,294  34%  $    17,214,398  

 * Funds available for 2020 and 2021 are part of multi-year contributions. 

 

 

 


