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Situation Overview  
On 21 March, the Ministry of Health of Angola announced its first two confirmed cases of COVID-19 in the country. As of 
20 September, Angola has reported a total of 3,991 confirmed cases of COVID-19 (2,394 active) with 1,445 recovered and 
152 deaths, a 3.8% case fatality rate. Children under 10 years of age represent 3.9% of all confirmed cases (155) and those 
from 10 to 19 years of age represent 4.7% of the cases (186 cases). With 91.5% of all cases (3,652), Luanda province 
remains the epicentre of the pandemic in Angola. Slowly moving to other provinces, 16 out of the 18 provinces have 
reported confirmed cases of COVID-19. The Government declared a state of emergency on 27 March, resulting in a two-
week lockdown up to 11 April along with other restrictive measures. Furthermore, based on the continuing evolution of 
the epidemiological situation of the coronavirus in Angola, the state of emergency has been revised and extended multiple 
times and is currently in effect. 
 
UNICEF Response  
UNICEF Angola has developed and is implementing a response plan that is aligned with the 2020 WHO Global Strategic 
Humanitarian Response Plan (SRP), Country Preparedness and Response Plans, and the 2020 UNICEF COVID-19 
Humanitarian Action for Children appeal. UNICEF Angola’s response interventions to COVID-19 are focusing on (i) 
coordination; (ii) risk communication and community engagement—RCCE; (iii) infection prevention and control—WASH 
and Health; (iv) continuity of health and nutrition care; (v) continuous access to services (education and child protection); 
and (vi) social protection (cash transfer and social services referral). The plan is targeting 713,1331 people to benefit from 
infection prevention and control, continuity of healthcare service delivery, including nutrition, access to continuous 
education and child protection and social protection (cash transfer and social services referral).  
 

 
1This number is based on the combined targets of education (560,000), nutrition (42,000 children under 5 and 20,000 caregivers), WASH (90,000), Health (833) and 
Social Protection (300) – see results table at the end of the report for details. 
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A woman receives her benefits from the Emergency Cash Transfer pilot 
implemented in Luanda as part of COVID-19 response. 
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In addition, the RCCE component is targeting up to 27% of the country’s entire population2 of Angola or 8 million people. 
In the last fortnight, UNICEF Angola engaged in the following COVID-19 interventions:  
 
Health  

 UNICEF continues to provide technical support to National Directorate of Public Health (DNSP) and Provincial 
Cabinet of Health Luanda (GPSL) to conduct the supervision of SRMNIA routine services, to monitor availability and 
access to essential health care services, infection prevention control measures and use of Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) due to COVID-19. 

 UNICEF has successfully advocated for a stronger coordination of the emergency response in the Province of 
Luanda that resulted in an ongoing rapid assessment of the first six months to inform collaboration and division of 
labour among partners supporting the Provincial Health Office. 

 UNICEF has produced information, education and communication 
materials targeting adolescents and people living with HIV that are 
being distributed electronically. 

 UNICEF has mobilized additional resources from the Embassy of 
Canada and regular resources to build on an emergency social cash 
transfer (CT) programme to support the adherence of 
approximately 825 exposed children and children living with HIV to 
life-saving treatment during the COVID-19 pandemic.  The CT to be 
initiated in Quarter 4 will be complemented with a package of 
essential services in Luanda Province.  

 
Nutrition  

 445 frontline health workers (health staff and community 
health workers) from UNICEF-supported provinces of 
Luanda, Huila, Cunene, Namibe, Cuando Cubango and Bie 
received remote and on-the-job training from UNICEF 
staff and partners in the implementation of simplified 
severe acute malnutrition treatment, IYCF and vitamin A 
supplementation protocols as part of MoH recommended 
guidance for nutrition programme adaptation during 
COVID-19 pandemic.  

 UNICEF Angola is leading implementation of mother-led 
MUAC measurements to enhance the coverage of screening and increase early identification of acute 
malnutrition, reducing late presentation, complications and death. Training manual for Community Health 
Workers and caregivers were developed and training targeting 40 workers will be conducted from 21 to 23 
September covering key messages to raise awareness and increase mothers’ and families’ capacity to recognize 
signs of acute malnutrition and to inform about the importance of exclusive breastfeeding, food diversification 
and key family practices to prevent malnutrition.  

 MUAC tapes were procured and are currently being distributed to 15,525 mothers and caregivers in Huila, 
Cunene, Bie and Luanda provinces to quick start MUAC screenings by mothers. 

 
2Government of Angola National Contingency Plan for the control of the Coronavirus epidemic (2019-NcoV) was developed no cases have been reported. 
Government of Angola, February 2020. 
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 A national campaign was rolled out in August by 
UNICEF and partners, as part of the celebration of 
World’s Breastfeeding Day including dissemination 
of media cards, IYCF pamphlets, Radio spots and TV 
shows reaching 13,260 people (42 per cent female) 
about safe breastfeeding practices during COVID-19. 

 Infant and Young Child Feeding counselling cards for 
suspected or confirmed cases of COVID-19 were 
developed by UNICEF and Ministry of Health and 
10,000 booklet cards are being printed to be 
distributed to 49 health posts of 5 COVID-19 most-
affected municipalities of Luanda province. 

 
WASH 

 UNICEF continues to provide technical support to the Ministry of Education (MoE) and the Ministry of Energy and 
Water (MoEW) to undertake COVID-19 WASH audits/diagnostics in schools and relevant facilities across Angola 
as per government request. Moreover, UNICEF continues to support the Ministry of Education to develop clear 
WASH guidelines and Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) for school reopening including best cleaning and 
disinfection practices.  

 A total of 113 Community Led Total Sanitation (CLTS) target villages have benefited from a COVID-19 prevention 
training including IEC material distribution. Through its ongoing CLTS programme UNICEF and partners have 
developed trainings on the local production of soap and reusable menstrual pads for school-age girls. UNICEF has 
concluded the pre-positioning of essential WASH supplies in drought affected areas of Angola as part of ongoing 
COVID-19 response in Bié, Cunene, Huíla, Cuando Cubango and Namibe. 

 
Education  

 Since 2 April, the Ministry of Education is providing distance learning support to students through a variety of 
platforms. Daily TV classes from iniciação (Year 0) to grade 9 have been offered on the main national TV and Radio 
channels. Although the Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Communications have not been able to provide 
detailed figures on the viewing audiences for the TV and radio classes, UNICEF Angola estimates that 
approximately 395,600 are benefitting from the distance lessons. In Angola, 51% of households have access to 
television and radio, but there is currently no data available on their audiences, so estimating the exact progress 
on this indicator remains a challenge. 

 UNICEF has prepositioned 5,000 leaner kits in Huila province and 5,300 kits in Cunene province to distribute to 
students from remote communities to support their return to school in October 2020. 

 An additional 30,000 kits are in transit, to be distributed in the provinces of Huila, Cunene, Namibe and Cuando 
Cubango. 

 
Risk Communication  

 Through social media, UNICEF Angola COVID-19 related posts reached 465,300 and engaged 1,400 people. The 
post with more engagement was the one about the life story of a student from a vulnerable community in Luanda 
and his efforts to keep learning while the schools are closed. 

 30 police and representatives in Huila province have been trained on violence against children (VAC) in the COVID-
19 context. An advocacy meeting with 12 delegates from target provinces to approach VAC and communication 
in the COVID-19 context has also been conducted. 
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 As part of the polio campaign conducted in July (report available now and not reported in the Sitrep #5) that 
integrated COVID-19 key messages, 4,300 social mobilizers have been recruited and trained locally in 5 provinces 
(Huila, Huambo, Cunene, Namibe, Cuando Cubango), and 2,379,923 parents were reached through social 
mobilizers with integrated polio/COVID-19 preventive messages. 

 To mitigate the impact of COVID-19 on access to essential social services and promote the adoption of positive 
practices and as part of the drought response in Cunene and Huila provinces, 3,774 caregivers of children aged 0 
to 59 months received lifesaving messages on IYCF counselling through community platforms. 

     
Child Protection  

 UNICEF continued to support the National Institute for Children (INAC) for implementation of the national hotline 
for reporting violence against children, SOS Criança line.  

 Support from UNICEF included training of frontline service providers and technical support to enhance coordination 
between national, provincial and municipal levels, in partnership with Child Helpline International (CHI). Refresher 
trainings for 30 SOS-Child Helpline Operators (operators/supervisors & Police representatives) have been provided 
to refresh knowledge and practices on the helpline approach and operation, including effective telephone service, 
adequate guidance and referral of reported cases of abuse, neglect, mistreatment of children and adolescents. 
Training on Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) has also been delivered to 30 frontline operators for them to be 
familiar with Minimum Quality Standards (MQS), operational procedures and suggested tools to be used, as well 
as to develop a plan of action and detailed timelines for the introduction and application of the newly acquired 
procedures. 

 UNICEF has been providing further technical support to INAC for the development of a comprehensive Child 
Protection in Emergency protocol (CPie protocol). The CPie protocol aims to enhance the existing referral system 
by introducing different emergency scenarios the country may face (including pandemic), detailing roles and 
responsibilities of actors involved in emergency response, and to ensure a child friendly and gender-sensitive 
approach, with focus on prevention of family separation and strengthening of mechanisms for family tracing and 
reunification. 

 Technical support to strengthen child protection networks was provided through two meetings. The first for the 
Provincial CP Network of Luanda (1 September), with 50 participants (INAC, Social Action, Coordinators of 
existing child protection networks, CSOs, Radio Stations, MASFIG, among others); the second meeting was 
nationwide (16 September) with 150 participants (INAC officers of all provinces, Provincial Social Action Offices, 
Police staff, among others). 

 UNICEF held a seminar on family tracing and reunification (September 10) with the participation of 60 professionals 
(INAC, Social action, justice), to present the manual with the steps to follow, considering the increased number of 
children placed in temporary shelters due the pandemic. Another meeting will follow (on September 25) focused 
on alternative care (extended family, substitute family, guardianship, adoption). 

 Delivered Training of Trainers (30 trainees) for national police on Child Protection as per request by Huila Vice 
Governor for the Social Sector in sequence to several cases of abuse of authority be national police in the 
application of the COVID-19 restrictions. The training was delivered on 15-16 September, and counted on 
technical support provided by the National Institute for Children – INAC (national level), National Directorate for 
the Administration of Justice – DNRN (Ministry of Justice and Human Rights) and UNICEF. 

 UNICEF provided technical support to INAC for the development of Standard Operating Procedures for Family 
Tracing and Reunification and Alternative Care/Foster Care.  

 
 
 
Social Protection  
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 Thanks to the generous contribution of the European Union (APROSOC), more than 4,000 families and over 
8,000 children up to five years old benefitted from the cash transfers in Bié province as part of the first cycle of 
payments implemented during the COVID-19 pandemic. Older children in these households also stood to 
(indirectly) benefit: 5,800 children aged 6 to 12 years, and 2,500 adolescents aged 13 to 18 years. The 
programme has supported the inclusion of vulnerable populations and collects disaggregated data as part of its 
M&E framework: 1% of beneficiaries in Bié had a disability, 1% were child-headed households and 26% were 
women-headed households.  

 Bié was the second province to benefit from the first cycle of payments in the COVID-19 context, following the 
successful payments in Moxico province, which benefited over 2,500 families. The first cycle of payments 
followed extensive remote capacity building efforts covering cash transfers in the context of COVID-19 for over 
300 CASIs staff, civil servants and CSOs personnel by ACO – MASFAMU. 

 Following the successful payment to almost 400 families, payments benefiting 700 children up to five years old 
under the emergency cash transfer programme in Luanda, preparatory work for the second cycle of payments 
got underway. This included verification of payment lists. The programme is being implemented thanks to the 
generous financial support of the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA), to mitigate 
the socio-economic challenges posed by COVID-19 on vulnerable families. 

 Some of the successes of the cash transfers programme in the new scenario include the efficient online 
engagement with partners, the boosting of digitalisation in operational and research processes, and the 
Integrated Social Action Centres (CASIs) becoming a key platform to support intersectoral training.  Some of the 
main challenges included: insufficient coordination to respond to COVID-19 by government counterparts; 
decision-making delays due to limitations for emergency response by the financial service providers; and the 
need for regular operational adjustments to the field operations as a result of an ever-changing COVID-19 
scenario. 

 
Funding Status: 

UNICEF Angola COVID-19 Response Plan requires US$7,100,000 and currently the plan is underfunded by 86 percent. 
 

Sector 
Requirements 
($) 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received 
Current3 Year 

Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  1,200,000 40,000 0 1,160,000 96.67% 
Health 250,000 95,000 0 155,000 62.00% 
WASH 1,000,000 165,000 0 835,000 83.50% 

Child Protection 400,000 130,000 0 270,000 67.50% 

Education 350,000 150,000 0 200,000 57.14% 
C4D  700,000 180,000 0 520,000 74.28% 

Social Protection 2,600,000 110,000 0 2,490,000 95.77% 

Coordination/Operations/PME 600,000 95,000 0 505,000 84.16% 

Total 7,100,000 $965,000 0 6,135,000 86.40% 

 
 
Results Summary 

 
3 It includes RR allocated to programmes to quick start COVID-19 response. 
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4 WASH has overachieved on this indicator due to government’s support with additional water hauling trucks for water distribution in targeted areas. UNICEF 
provided fuel through local arrangements. 
5 Efforts to procure PPEs locally proved unsuccessful and offshore procurement is in process (when do we anticipate them?). 
6 Efforts to procure PPEs locally proved unsuccessful and offshore procurement is in process (when do we anticipate them?). 
7 Cascade trainings to frontline health and nutrition workers on provision of nutrition services in Covid-19 context to be undertaken from 18 to 29 May 2020 and 
service delivery to be monitored after the trainings were conducted. 
8 Results surpassed targets set because more children were reached with vitamin A supplementation thanks to the nationwide polio, measles/rubeola and vitamin A 
vaccination campaign conducted in September 2020 by Ministry of health with UNICEF technical and financial support. 
9 This figure is arrived at by assuming that, based on the DHS figures, 51% of the 7,756,868 children enrolled in Years 0 -6 have access to TV and/or radio, and of these 
children, 10% will participate in the distance learning classes. This  

 

UNICEF & IPs COVID-19 
Targets 

Cluster/Sector 
Response 

2020 
Target 

Total Results  
2020 
Target 

Total  
Results 

1. Risk Communication and Community Engagement -RCCE   

1.1. C4D     
People reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and access 
to services. 

8,000,000 8,482,223    

People engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 138,250 138,739    

2. Infection Prevention and Control      

2.1. WASH     

People reached with critical medical and water, sanitation and hygiene 
(WASH) supplies and services. 

90,000 152,9634   

Healthcare facilities reached with critical WASH supplies and services. 14 14   
2.2. Health     
Healthcare and nutrition workers trained on IPC  833 103   
Healthcare facilities staff provided with Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) 

833 05   

3. Continuity of Health Care and Nutrition Services     

3.1. Health      

Healthcare and Nutrition service providers trained in continuous healthcare 
and Nutrition service delivery to children, pregnant and breastfeeding 
women and in detecting and referral for appropriate management of 
COVID-19 cases 

833 122   

Number of healthcare/Nutrition facilities and community health/Nutrition 
workers provided with Personal Protective Equipment 

833 06   

3.2. Nutrition7       

Primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received IYCF 
counselling through facilities and community platforms. 

20,000 14,432   

Children under 5 years old reached with nutrition services  42,000 57,7768   
Health workers providing nutrition services  700 445   
3.3. Education     
Children reached with access to education via distance/TV/Radio home-
based learning 

560,000 395,6009   

3.4. Child Protection & Gender Based Violence     

Women and children accessing gender-based violence response 
interventions 

600,000 12,480   
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UNICEF Angola contacts 
Ivan Yerovi    Tito Bonde   Atul Kumar 
Representative   Emergency Specialist  Chief of Communications 
iyerovi@unicef.org  tbonde@unicef.org   akumar@unicef.org 
 

Children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 
alternative care arrangements 

5,000 800   

System (including referral protocols) for alternative care for affected 
children/families established  

Yes Partially   

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 
community based MENTAL HEALTH AND PSYCHOSOCIAL SUPPORT and 
MESSAGING (overall and indirect) 

2,000,000 766,988   

Number of UNICEF personnel & partners that have completed TRAINING 
ON GBV RISK MITIGATION & REFERRALS FOR SURVIVORS, including for PSEA 

tbd 
(ongoing 
exercise) 

160   

3.5. Social Protection     

Children affected (economically) by COVID-19 receiving cash transfer 
services. 

30,000 13,745   

Public sector actors receiving information and guidelines on social 
protection under COVID19 context 

300 300   


