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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  

COVID-19:  

• As of 22 September, out of the 19,343 confirmed COVID-19 cases, 58% are male 
and 42% female, 18,682 people (97.2%) have recovered, and 120 people (0.62%) 
have died.  

Polio:  

• The first round of polio vaccination with mOPV2 took place from 18 to 21 
September in 113 health districts. Côte d’Ivoire is the first country to conduct this 
type of campaign at national level. The second round of polio immunisation is 
scheduled for 9-12 October 2020. 

• Preliminary results reviewed by the Campaign Coordinating Committee indicate 
a satisfactory vaccination coverage of 95%.  

Upcoming Presidential elections (31 October 2020) 

• UNICEF trained 50 social workers and NGOs on emergency preparedness and 
response. The training covered standards and principles of child protection in 
emergencies, risk analysis and planning of response interventions. Following the 
training, a child protection emergency plan – based on the national emergency 
plan and the United Nations System Interagency Contingency Plan (IACP) – will 
be developed with a view to upcoming elections and other risks, including the 
spillover risk of the Central Sahel crisis. 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 Response  

Health  

The Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) Task Force 

is preparing the strengthening of IPC capacity of 32 

additional hospital structures across the country.  

UNICEF supported the distribution of 20,000 report 

cards for the monitoring of community activities 

(COVID-19 and routine activities) carried out by the 

1,960 community health workers in the 24 districts. This 

tool was validated in August under the leadership of the 

Ministry of Health and is currently being integrated into 

the national health information system. 

 

Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 

In partnership with Caritas, ASAPSU and the Ivorian 

Red Cross, the distribution of essential hygiene 

products continues to reach the most at-risk households. 

Over 500 additional people from 351 households 

covered by UNICEF’s zone office in Man received 

handwashing devices and disinfection products. 

UNICEF also resupplied 8,483 vulnerable households – 

who previously received handwashing devices in the 

North and the West of the country – with hygiene 

products.  

Over the last two weeks, UNICEF raised the awareness 

of over 100,000 people (49,661 women and 53,157 

men) on measures aiming to curb the spread of COVID-

19 and waterborne diseases. The distribution of 

handwashing devices and hygiene products was 

extended to schools: over 9,250 students from 37 

preschools and primary schools in the West of the 

country received handwashing devices and hygiene 

products.  

In partnership with the Ministry of Education, UNICEF’s 

zone offices in Man and Korhogo organised trainings of 

trainers on the implementation of the health and safely 

protocol in school and its integration with UNICEF’s 

Three Star Approach for WASH in schools. 38 trainers 

from 16 Regional Directorates of Education now have 

an increased capacity to support and supervise 

managers, teachers, students, and their parents. 

Thanks to these training sessions, over 330,000 

students from 1,100 school will learn in environment 

compliant with health standards. 

UNICEF began installing foot-operated handwashing 

stations (adapted to the COVID-19 context) at the 

entrance of healthcare facilities in Abidjan. 23 health 

centres from the two health districts most affected by 

COVID-19 received the first handwashing stations.  

 

RCCE/C4D 

UNICEF achieved a cumulative reach of over 

352 million hits, including a reach of 9,496,518 on social 

media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn), and 

over 3,126,840 consultations of the U-Report 

coronavirus information centre. In addition, UNICEF’s 

implementing partners (Red Cross, Caritas and 

ASAPSU) reached over 287,672 people through face-

to-face community outreach activities.     

So far, UNICEF’s campaign has generated a cumulative 

total of 1,088,876 engagements (likes, comments, 
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shares) on UNICEF and U-Report’s social media 

platforms. To date, a total of 629,935 people engaged in 

COVID-19 related actions. This includes young 

reporters, young bloggers, Voix des jeunes (Voices of 

Youth), journalists, U-Report communities, religious 

leaders and people giving their opinion through U-

Report polls and community mobilisation.  

 

Education  

Refresher courses started on 14 September to allow 

students to make up for lost time and will continue until 

mid-November. Committees were set up in every school 

to monitor the implementation of COVID-19 prevention 

measures. UNICEF advocated for schools to follow 

WHO’s recommendations relative to masks in schools. 

Pre-school children aged 3 to 5 will no longer need to 

wear a mask, but other COVID-19 prevention measures, 

such as social distancing and handwashing, will 

continue to be applied.  

Restarting in-person classes is a priority for the 

Government of Côte d’Ivoire. Based on the lessons it 

learned during the COVID-19 crisis, the Government 

decided to maintain its distance-learning programme as 

a learning method that will complement students’ in-

person learning experience.  

 

Nutrition 
UNICEF continues to support the nutrition response to 

COVID-19 through its partnerships with ASAPSU, 

Caritas and the Ivorian Red Cross in Abidjan and in the 

North and West of the country. Specifically, UNICEF is 

raising communities’ awareness on optimal 

breastfeeding and Infant and Young Child Feeding 

(IYCF) practices, nutrition services in health centres and 

community screening for acute malnutrition.    

The Ivorian Red Cross coached 500 volunteers from 15 

localities of Abidjan on COVID-19 and good health and 

nutrition practices. In the North and West of the country, 

it also organised 14,210 outreach sessions on IYCF and 

910 on breastfeeding. A cumulative total of 17,165 

children were screened for acute malnutrition, of which 

551 were referred to health facilities and admitted for 

treatment.  

Since the beginning of the COVID-19 crisis in Côte 

d’Ivoire, 9,091 children affected by severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM) were admitted for treatment in health 

structures, of which 47% were boys and 53% were girls. 

Performance indicators are in line with SPHERE 

reference indicators with 82% recovered children. 

Additionally, 569,377 caregivers of children aged 0 to 

23 months and 505,928 pregnant women have received 

IYCF counselling through health facilities and 

community platforms, according to the District Health 

Information System. 

 

Child Protection  

UNICEF trained 50 social workers and NGOs on 

emergency preparedness and response. The training 

covered standards and principles of child protection in 

emergencies, risk analysis and planning for 

emergencies. As a result of the training, a specific child 

protection contingency plan based on the national 

contingency plan and the UN interagency contingency 

plan (IACP), is being  developed to prepare for the 

upcoming elections and other potential emergencies 

that may arise, including crises related to the Central 

Sahel. 

Thanks to UNICEF’s financial support, social services 

provided care for 3,106 children. UNICEF’s cash 

transfers allow social workers to react quickly and 

address all forms of violence, abuse and exploitation 

against children. In addition, 30,368 people received 

psychosocial support. 

During the reporting period, UNICEF provided financial 

support to 522 women-headed vulnerable households 

that have lost income due to COVID-19. 

 

Social Protection  

UNICEF supported the Ministry of Labour and Social 

Protection in organizing a national workshop on the 

impact of COVID-19 on Universal Health Care 

enrolment. The event gathered UNICEF, all social 

protection regional directors, and representatives from 

the Ministry of Health and the National Health Insurance 

Fund. They shared their lessons learnt relative to the 

Universal Health Coverage enrolment during the 

COVID-19 pandemic. The workshop helped reveal the 

existence of bottlenecks at national, regional, and local 

levels.  

After a pilot phase, Universal Health Care was launched 

in 2019 in Côte d’Ivoire. Over the last few months, 

despite COVID-19, more than 2.6 million Ivorians 

enrolled to the Universal Health Care programme and 

1.8 million of them have received their beneficiary cards. 

SNEDAI, the private company responsible for the 

enrolment and printing of cards, has been having 

operational issues, including a low field presence due to 

COVID-19. Additionally, part of the population is 

reluctant to go to social or health centres for fear of 

becoming infected with COVID-19.  

Participants proposed several activities to be carried out 

at national and local levels, included in an action plan to 
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speed up the enrolment, deliver the cards and provide 

quality health services for the populations, focusing on 

the most vulnerable. This UNICEF-led joint UN project 

was funded by the UN Multi-Partner Trust Fund through 

its UN COVID-19 Response and Recovery Fund.  

 

HIV & Adolescents  

NGO CASES, UNICEF’s implementing partner, raised 

the awareness of 4,252 adolescents and youth on HIV 

and COVID-19 through WhatsApp. 

UNICEF continues to support the Ministry of Youth to 

provide life skills training. For the reporting period, 985 

adolescents and young people from Abidjan, 

Bondoukou, Bouaflé, Boundiali, Daoukro and San-

Pédro benefitted from life skills training, which included 

a health component aimed at curbing the spread of 

COVID-19.  

 

UNICEF’s Response to Polio  

The first round of polio vaccination with mOPV2 took place from 18 to 21 September in 113 health districts. This 

campaign aims to vaccinate 5,276,820 children aged 0 to 59 months. The planning of this campaign considered the 

COVID-19 context and implemented all the recommend IPC measures to ensure the safety of staff in the field. In addition, 

a C4D team was deployed to monitor fake news and fight misinformation to avoid confusion between the polio and 

COVID-19 vaccines. 

UNICEF support has made it possible to provide more than 6 million doses of mOPV2 vaccine and 17,372 vaccinators, 

6,711 social mobilisers, 2,005 proximity supervisors and 2,368 vial monitors were mobilised for this campaign. Using 

mobile money, UNICEF successfully paid the campaign actors on time to ensure the campaign’s success. Côte d’Ivoire 

is the first country to conduct this type of campaign at national level. 

Partial data reviewed by the Campaign Coordinating Committee showed a vaccination coverage of 95%, with an 

expected report completeness rate of 92% at district level and a national vaccine wastage rate of 2.70%. In addition, 76 

Acute Flaccid Paralysis cases were detected, and 4,853 cases of refusal were recorded. Despite the COVID-19 context, 

the refusal rate is not higher than usual refusal rates. 

Under the leadership of the Ministry of Health, UNICEF and all stakeholders will meet on 28 September to draw lessons 

from the first round with a view of improving the second round. The second round of polio vaccination is scheduled for 

9-12 October 2020. 

To sustainably tackle the resurgence of epidemics related to vaccine-preventable diseases, strengthening routine 

immunisation is a top priority for UNICEF. As a result of UNICEF’s advocacy efforts, the Government of Côte d’Ivoire 

released 2.3 million euros for UNICEF’s Supply Division. The funds will be used to purchase routine vaccines for children. 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships  

The US$14.8 million programmatic budget required for 

UNICEF's multi-sectoral response plan for COVID-19 has been 

fully funded with a positive net balance of USD$7.1 for a total of 

US$21.9 million (+48%) resources mobilised. The amount is a 

combination of reprogrammed funds (15.6%) and new 

funding (82.6%) received from governments and private donors. 

 

Following its mid-year review, UNICEF will be integrating 

COVID-19 response into its Country Programme Document and 

regular resource mobilization efforts. 

 

External Media 

Floods response photo album: https://weshare.unicef.org/Folder/2AM408PRHWTU.  

All graphic design content is available here: https://bit.ly/39eynLd. 

All photos and videos are available here: https://weshare.unicef.org/Folder/2AM408X0E416. 

 

Funding status

New funds $18.5M (82.6%)

Reprogrammed funds $3.5M (15.6%)

https://weshare.unicef.org/Folder/2AM408PRHWTU
https://bit.ly/39eynLd
https://weshare.unicef.org/Folder/2AM408X0E416


4 

For more information, contact: 

Marc VINCENT 

Representative 

 

UNICEF Côte d'Ivoire 

(+225) 04 80 89 44 

Email: mvincent@unicef.org  

Sophie LEONARD 

Deputy Representative and 

Emergency Coordinator 

UNICEF Côte d'Ivoire 

(+225) 04 27 83 94 

Email: sleonard@unicef.org  

Bruno AHOLOUKPE 

COVID-19 Team Lead 

 

UNICEF Côte d'Ivoire 

(+225) 04 13 83 16 

Email: baholoukpe@unicef.org 

mailto:mvincent@unicef.org
mailto:sleonard@unicef.org
mailto:baholoukpe@unicef.org
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Annex A 
Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)   

RCCE 1: Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and access 

to services. 

14,000,0001 14,000,000 

RCCE 2: Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions. 1,000,0002 632,483 

RCCE 3: Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for 

available support services to address their needs through established feedback mechanisms. 
2,500,0003 2,111,654 

Provision of critical medical and water, sanitation, and hygiene (WASH) 

supplies and improving Infection and Prevention Control (IPC) 
  

IPC 1: Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and 

services. 

100,000 81,6024 

 

IPC 2: Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities provided with 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). 

7,119  

(4,013 HF staff + 

3,106 CHWs) 

4,508 

(2,598 HF staff + 

1,910 CHWs) 
IPC 3: Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in Infection 

Prevention and Control (IPC). 

13,106 

(10,000 HF staff + 

3,106 CHWs) 

11,643 

(9,733 HF staff + 

1,910 CHWs) 

Continuity of care for women and children   

Continuity of Health Care 1: Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral, and 

appropriate management of COVID-19 cases. 

12,123 HF staff 9,733 HF staff 

Continuity of Health Care 2: Number of children and women receiving essential healthcare, 

including prenatal, delivery and postnatal care, essential new-born care, immunization, treatment 

of childhood illnesses and HIV care through UNICEF supported community health workers and 

health facilities. 

389,050  

Children: 325,617 + 

Women: 63,456 

97,2635 

Continuity of Health Care 3: Number of caregivers of children aged 0-23 months reached with 

messages aiming to protect breastfeeding in the context of COVID-19 through national 

communication campaigns. 

1,200,000  

 

569,377 

Continuity of Health Care 4: Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe 

acute malnutrition (SAM).  

33,000 9,0916  

Access to continuous education, child protection and GBV services   

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 1: Number of children supported with 

distance/home-based learning. 

1,247,097 839,9357 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 2: Number of schools implementing safe school 

protocols.  

1,000 0 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 3: Number of children without parental or family 

care provided with appropriate alternative care arrangements. 

1,381 

 

1,3028 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV S. 4: Number of children, parents and primary caregivers 

provided with community based mental health and psychosocial support. 

100,000 

 

101,841 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 5: Number of UNICEF personnel & partners that 

have completed training on GBV risk mitigation & referrals for survivors, including for PSEA. 

80  729 

Social Protection   

Social Protection 1: Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-

sector cash grant for basic needs. 

2,000 1322 

Social Protection 2: Number of households benefitting from new or additional social assistance 

measures provided by governments to respond to COVID-19 with UNICEF support. 

177,000 69,396 

   

 
1: Target and results have been revised with HQ. The results indicate the number of people reached by SMS. 

2: Based on the good results of the proximity communications campaign, this indicator has been revised from 500,000 people to 1 million.  
3: Based on the good results of the proximity communications campaign, this indicator has been revised from 2 million to 2.5 million. 
4: 20,313 boys, 18,489 girls, 20,673 adult women and 22,128 adult men. 
5: The Health Information Department updates this indicator during the first quarter of every year.  
6: 4,282 boys and 4,809 girls. 
7: 0 children in pre-primary school, 391,022 in primary school and 448,913 in secondary school. 
8: 705 boys and 597 girls.  
9: Among the partners trained, 19 were women. 
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Annex B 

Funding Status   
 

Sector Funding requirements ($) Funds available ($) Funding gap ($) Gap (%) 

C4D / RCCE 741,000 1,178,972 -437,972 0% 

WASH & IPC 3,556,800 3,342,038 214,762 6% 

Nutrition  594,700 1,178,250 -583,550 0% 

Health 8,445,500 2,324,120 6,121,380 72% 

Child Protection 483,800 965,000 -481,200 0% 

Education10 538,000 11,642,000 -11,104,000 0% 

HIV/AIDS  0 603,000 -603,000 0% 

Social Protection 460,200 200000 260,200 57% 

Coordination 0 511,350 -511,350 0% 

Total   14,820,000       21,944,730        0 0% 

 

 
10: The funds raised for Education cover implementation until June 2021, whereas UNICEF’s COVID-19 response plan is for 2020. 


