
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

As of 26 August 2020, there have been over 19,142 confirmed COVID-19 cases, with 
17,651 recoveries and 411 deaths (fatality rate: 2.1%). Cases have been reported in all 
ten regions of the country though the majority remain in Central and Littoral regions. The 
peak was reached on the week of July 25, since the scaling up of testing, new detected 
cases are not increasing proportionally. However, vigilance and the respect of COVID-19 
barriers measure remain of high importance to avoid a second wave.   
 
UNICEF continues to assist the Government response as the sector co-lead for the Risk 
Communications and Community Engagement (RCCE) pillar, particularly addressing the 
growing stigma faced by infected persons.  
 
Since March 10, an estimated 19,295,393 persons have been sensitized on COVID-19 
and 3,884,000 persons engaged for sensitisation activities.  
 
Ahead of the beginning of the new academic year starting October 5, UNICEF provided 
technical and financial assistance to the Ministry of Basic Education for the development 
and operationalization of COVID-19 safe guidelines.  
 
On August 17, the Ministry of Secondary Education (MINESEC) prohibited the 
organization of summer classes in public and private school establishments.  
 

 
UNICEF’s COVID-19 response1 
 
Risk Communications and Community 
Engagement (RCCE), Social Research and 
C4D 
RCCE activities to promote the sustainable practice of 
COVID-19 barrier measures continued throughout the 
national territory. During this period, the major event 
was the celebration of the International Day of 
Autochthonous (indigenous) Populations on the theme 
“COVID-19 and the Resilience of Autochthonous 
Peoples”. On this occasion, the 65 C4D platforms of 
Bororo and Baka indigenous youth from the East, 
Adamawa, North and Far-North regions increased 
awareness for the practice of COVID-19 barriers 
measures in their communities. During the week 
dedicated to this event, more than 45,000 members of 
these indigenous communities were engaged by the 
2,600 youth. 
In Yaoundé, an advocacy meeting was held with high-
level religious leaders to engage their communities in 
the MoH’s new mobile and mass screening strategy. 
This advocacy meeting brought together 25 Christian 
and Muslim religious leaders engaged in the “Faith in 
Action COVID-19 Initiative” around the Secretary of 
State of Public Health in charge of epidemics. 
In the North-West and South-West regions, 
sensitization on COVID-19 prevention and key family 
practices including immunization continues. A total of 
9,437 households were reached out of which 1,677 
were displaced and 7,760 local and/or host populations.  
Activities included messaging on prevention and access 
to services including for mothers and new-born infants. 
The global online concert “Reimagine a better world for 
children” with the participation of UNICEF Goodwill  

 
1 The update is presented per UNICEF response within the 
national response framework, per pillar.  

Ambassadors and other celebrities was recorded and 
will be broadcast on August 29, 2020. With this 
campaign, UNICEF is calling on government, the public, 
donors, the private sector and influencers to urgently 
join efforts to achieve results expected from the 
implementation of COVID-19 national response plan. 
UNICEF completed rapid assessment data analysis to 
monitor behaviour changes in communities in 8 out of 
10 regions of Cameroon and is developing with MoH 
RCCE regional micro-plans based on the results of 
these rapid assessments.  
Since the activation of media monitoring to debunk 
COVID-19 fake news and rumours, 1,150 cases of 
media misrepresentation have been identified. 
Interestingly, the end of the pandemic in Cameroon was 
the most common subject of the rumours spread.  
 
Infection and Prevention Control (IPC) and 
critical medical and water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) supplies 
UNICEF NGO partner COMINSUD carried out 
sensitization on signs, symptoms and prevention of 
COVID-19 in strategic public areas such as markets, 
bus stations in 7 municipalities (Bamenda I, Bamenda 
II, Bamenda III, Santa, Bali, Tubah and Bafut).  A total 
of 225,916 people including 76 people with disabilities 
(58,272 men, 98,575 women, 42,690 girls and 26,379 
boys) were reached through this intervention. In Mezam 
division, 200 handwashing stations were installed in 
public places. UNICEF will conduct an assessment on 
the functionality of the innovative handwashing set in 
Douala by a private partner.  
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UNICEF has initiated interventions to improve access to 
safe drinking water through the construction, 
rehabilitation and transformation of more than 61 water 
points that will benefit about 40 000 people in East, 
Centre, Adamaoua, Far North and North regions. 
Under the CERF funded Cholera/COVID-19 response 
in Bakassi Health District in the South-West region, 
UNICEF partner EPDA distributed fliers and posters 
highlighting COVID-19 and cholera risks that reached 
26 communities. EPDA carried out sensitization on 
Cholera and COVID-19 reaching 10,407 people (3,770 
men, 3,219 women, 1,722 girls and 1,696 boys also 
including 484 people with disabilities).   
 

Support the provision of continued access 
to essential health and nutrition services 
for women, children and vulnerable 
communities, including case management 
UNICEF financially supported the training of 180 
trainers on the prevention of COVID-19 and mother-to-
child transmission of HIV, pediatric and adolescent’s 
HIV Care and treatment in the context of COVID-19 in 
6 Regions (Adamaoua, East, Far-North, North, West, 
and South). In each Region, 30 health professionals 
were trained by the central level staffs. The training has 
ended in the East, West and South Regions and is 
ongoing in the Adamaoua, North and Far-North 
Regions. In September, the trainers will train health staff 
from primary health care facilities and district hospitals 
in 55 health districts of the 6 Regions. 
 
Support access to continuous education, 
social protection, child protection and 
gender-based violence (GBV) services 
Ahead of the beginning of the new academic year 
starting October 5, UNICEF provided technical and 

financial assistance to the Ministry of Basic Education 
for the development of COVID-19 safe guidelines. Once 
validated, these guidelines will be disseminated to all 
regions and divisions while teachers and inspectors will 
receive training to ensure their full operationalization.  
Since 7 August,  21,039 children including 8,831 girls in 
the Far-North and North regions benefited from 
sanitized environment with reduced-risk of COVID-19 
contamination during their examinations and during the 
reporting period, UNICEF partners disinfected 52 
schools (11 primary schools, 41 secondary schools).   
With UNICEF support, the Ministry of Secondary 
Education will broadcast psycho-social support (PSS) 
vocal messages (English and French) addressed to 
secondary school teachers and PSS video cartoon for 
secondary school students during examinations.  
In the North-West region, UNICEF partner LUKMEF 
sensitized 1,921 persons (826 men, 1,095 women out 
of which 14 are living with disabilities) on COVID-19 
symptoms, risk mitigation and the prevention of violence 
against children.   
In the Far-North and North regions, UNICEF partner 
Local Youth Corner (LOYOC) carried out an itinerant 
COVID-19 sensitization campaign in 27 localities (20 in 
the Far-North and 7 in the North region). The campaign 
was carried out through agents on motorbikes using 
pre-registered messages on megaphones. In addition 
to French, the messages were translated in local 
languages (Fufuldé, Guiziga, Mousgoum, Toupouri, 
Massa, Moudang, Haoussa, Laka, Mboum, Guidar, 
Dwayo and Dii). As such, 2,917 people in Far North, 759 
in North and 564 in the East regions were sensitized. 
. 
 
 
 
 

 
Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 
Since January, UNICEF has prepared and implemented a comprehensive C4D approach to stem community 
transmissions and mitigate both the virus and containment burden alongside the promotion of Infection Prevention and 
Control (IPC), case management, disease surveillance, appropriate feeding, the provision of supplies and logistics, as 
well as the provision of mental health, psychological and psychosocial support and e-learning tools to support affected 
children and families. UNICEF co-leads the RCCE national platforms (Government, UN agencies and other key actors), 
and contribute to the coordination of RCCE plans implementation at central and decentralized levels. UNICEF also 
supports the national WASH response through coordination, preparedness, prevention and rapid response.  In all areas, 
COVID-19 interventions have been adapted to ongoing UNICEF programs.   
 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 
UNICEF has adjusted its 2020 humanitarian funding requirements, reflected in the updated inter-agency Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP), launched on 7 May. The revised HRP includes COVID-19 response requirements in addition to 
those for conflict-affected and forced-displaced children.  Specific UNICEF COVID-19 activities are also included in 
UNICEF’s global COVID-19 HAC appeal, launched on 11 May.  As of 27 August, UNICEF has received a total of 
US$ 10,517,253 for COVID-19 response.   Discussions are presently taking place with donors to redeploy funding and 
find complementary approaches to UNICEF existing humanitarian and development programmes. UNICEF expresses 
its sincere gratitude to all public and private donors for their continuous support.  
 
External Media 
UNICEF Press Release: https://www.unicef.org/press-releases/covid-19-children-heightened-risk-abuse-
neglectexploitation-and-violence-amidst UNICEF action with CRC  https://www.cameroon-
tribune.cm/article.html/32303/fr.html/douala-red-cross-volunteers-serve-people-save 
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Pillar 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   
Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 
and access to services 
 

21,000,000 
 

19,295,393  

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 
 

6,000,000 
 

3,884,750* 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications 
for available support services to address their needs through established 
feedback mechanisms 
 

2,000,000* 953,212* 

Improve Infection and Prevention Control (IPC) and provide critical 
medical and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) supplies 

  

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 
items) and services. 
 

             850,000*  
 

464,503 

 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in 
Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 
 

                 3,000*  
 

2,620 

 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers provided 
with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
 

                 5,000  
 

2,060 
 

Support the provision of continued access to essential health and 
nutrition services for women, children and vulnerable communities, 
including case management 

  

Number of children & women receiving essential healthcare services, 
including immunization, prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV* care in UNICEF 
supported facilities 
 

127,875 31,058 
 

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received 
IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms 
 

              400,000  
  

Support access to continuous education, social protection, child 
protection and gender-based violence (GBV) services 

  

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning. 
           2,000,000  

 
          189,293  

 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 prevention 
and control) 

                10,000*  
 

                     7,887  
 

Number of children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 
alternative care arrangements 

                    200  
 

88 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community 
based mental health and psychosocial support 

                   10,000  
 

                     9,853  
 

Social Protection   

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-
sector cash grant for basic needs 
 

1,000 
  

*As of 27 August, programme targets have been revised against the funds received and UNICEF implementing capacity. For RCCE results, the 
data collection methodology has also been revised.   

 

 



 

Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

Sector 
Funding requirements 

USD 
Funds available 

USD 
Funding gap USD Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 4,200,000   991 567       3,208,433 76% 
WASH & IPC 4,000,000 2,170,614  1,829,386 46% 
Nutrition  1,000,000 121,822 878,178 88% 
Health 3,500,000    764,000 2,736,000 78% 
Child Protection 3,807,500        427,993  3,379,507 89% 
Education 4,000,000      2,205,887  1,794,113 40% 
HIV/AIDS 1,000,000 1,380,392 -380,392 138% 
Social Inclusion  500,000 320,000 180,000 36% 
Monitoring & Evaluation  150,000 0 150,000 100% 
Partnership, Advocacy & 
Communication  

250,000 205,000 45,000 18% 

Operations support  1,600,000 1,104,000 496,000 31% 
Total Allocated     $ 8,699,708*   
Total US$24,007,500 $10,517,253 $13,490,247 56% 
*As of 27 August, $1,817,545 is being allocated.  
 
 


