
                                                   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Epidemiological Overview1   

As of 15 August, Ethiopia has 28,894 confirmed COVID-19 cases, 
representing an increase of around 70 per cent over the 15,810 cases 
reported in the No.15 COVID-19 Sitrep published on 31 July. The rate of 
positive cases is 7.4 per cent as per the data released on 15 August by the 
Ethiopian Public Health Institute (EPHI). A total of 589,694 samples have 
been tested as of that date. The number of tests conducted per day varies 
but has continued to show an increasing trend compared to the situation 
of the previous reporting period.  
  

 
1 Please note that, the data sources are Minister of Health updates @lia_tadesse, and the EPHI Daily Sitrep No.200. 
 

Situation in Numbers 
 

28,894 confirmed 

cases  

 

199 in critical  

condition 
 

 

  509 deaths  

 

   12,037 recoveries 

      Highlights 
▪ The Community Based Actions and Testing (ComBAT) campaign was 

launched nationally on 7 August 2020, to determine the level of COVID-
19 infection within Ethiopia as well as understanding the current 
awareness on COVID-19 prevention measures among the population. 
The results are expected to inform the next stage of the government’s 
overall response strategy, including when to re-open schools. UNICEF 
has supported, both technically and financially, the production of five 
videos for children, youth and persons with disabilities about the 
campaign.  

 
▪ Since the onset of the COVID-19 response, UNICEF has provided a 

total of 2,056,120 people including 32,000 refugees and 2,370 
returnees with critical Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) supplies 
and services. 

 
▪ As part of its COVID-19 nutrition response, UNICEF has supported 

162,713 primary caregivers (of children 0-59 months) to receive Infant 
and Young Child Feeding (IYCF) counselling. 20,298 of the caregivers 
were refugees. In addition, approximately, 40,000 children aged 6 to 59 
months have been admitted for treatment of Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM), including 2,097 refugee children. 

ETHIOPIA 
Novel Coronavirus  

(COVID-19) 
 

Situation Report No. 16 
 

1-15 August 2020 

Funds received  
in 2020, 

$26,090,681
53%

Funding gap, 
$14,139,090

29%

Graph 1: Funding Status (in US$)

Reprogrammed
$8,856,497

18%

Reporting Period: 1-15 August 2020 

 

Sehinemariam Sisay (right) helping her young sisters FenoteLoza and Hanun while studying from 

home ©UNICEF Ethiopia/2020/Nahom Tesfaye 

https://www.unicef.org/appeals/files/UNICEF_Ethiopia_COVID19_Situation_Report_No_15__16_31_July_2020(1).pdf
https://twitter.com/lia_tadesse?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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As shown in Graph 2 on the right, the 
daily test trend in the period of 1-15 
August, ranges approximately from 
6,900 to 22,200 and the testing 
capacity has surpassed 10,000 tests 
per day on seven occasions, 
particularly since the onset of the 
ComBAT campaign. These tests are 
being conducted in 46 laboratory 
facilities with 59 laboratory machines 
across the country.  
 
As of 15 August, 12,037 people have 
recovered. The recovery rate was 
reported as being 41.7 per cent by 
EPHI. In addition, as of 15 August, a 
total of 509 deaths have been reported. 
According to EPHI’s 15 August data, the fatality rate was 1.8 per cent, indicative that the health authorities are 
responding well compared to what is seen in global trends. As of 15 August, 199 people were in critical condition. 
Meanwhile, 6,361 people (394 in Addis Ababa hotels, 270 at the Addis Ababa University and 5,045 across regions) 
were under mandatory quarantine at designated hotels and selected sites in the country. A total of 17,293 people, having 
completed the 14-day follow-up, have been discharged from quarantine.  

Funding Overview  
UNICEF Ethiopia’s COVID-19 response needs are US$ 49 million until the end of 2020, which includes US$ 8 million 
to respond to the needs of 300,000 refugees and 50,000 returnee migrants. The plan supports the government in health 
(procurement of essential supplies, including Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and essential drugs, and the overall 
primary health care system), Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) activities, and access to WASH 
awareness. Furthermore, it addresses the secondary impact of COVID-19 across sectors such as education (remote 
learning and preparations for a future reopening of schools), nutrition (prevention and treatment of acute malnutrition) 
and child protection (case management, psychosocial support and interim care/family tracing and reunifications). The 
plan also includes development of tools to strengthen accountability to affected populations and to ensure that 
beneficiaries are protected from Gender-Based Violence (GBV) and Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (SEA) through 
monitoring, strengthening professional capacity, and establishing complaints mechanisms.  
 
The plan currently has a 29 per cent funding gap, with nearly US$ 35 million of the required US$ 49 million mobilized 
as of 15 August. Eighteen per cent of the available funds (nearly US$ 8.9 million) have been reprogrammed from existing 
grants and the remaining amounts came from new awards (Refer to Annex B Funding Status Table on page 10 for more 
details).  
 

Situation Overview 

UNICEF Ethiopia and partners move forward on plans for the safe re-opening of schools  
UNICEF has been working with the Ministry of Education (MOE) and other partners in preparation for the safe re-opening 
of schools. The four guidelines that have been drafted focus on four pillars: (1) safe school operation; (2) teachers and 
school leadership; (3) psychosocial support; and (4) communication and advocacy.  These guidelines have taken into 
account global school re-opening frameworks and guides including those developed by UN agencies and UNICEF. An 
agreement has been reached to combine the four pillars into one concise guideline that could be used as a reference 
for regions and schools for their further adaptation to their local contexts. Once the national plan takes shape, regions 
will be consulted for their inputs before its roll-out at the regional level2. Currently, there is no date announced for the 
return of children to school. However, the results of the ComBAT campaign will inform the overall government response 
strategy and actions regarding the pandemic including the decision on the timing of school re-opening. 
 

 
2 In the meantime, regions are undertaking some level of preparedness activity for school re-opening. For instance, in Oromia, the Regional Education Bureau (REB) is 
constructing an additional 30,000 classrooms through its own budget. The additional classrooms are intended to reduce class size and facilitate social distancing and is 
one of the strategies to mitigate the risk of the spread of COVID-19 among students and school workers once schools re-open. In Amhara, a strategy to re-open schools 
has been drafted and presented to regional officials, which will be followed by a presentation to the Regional Cabinet in the third week of August for comments and 
endorsement. Based on the national guidelines, the draft strategy encompasses student registration (how and when)’ promotion policy; catch-up classes focusing on core 
competencies and skills as well as national examination preparedness activities (for grades 8 and 12); and anticipated challenges and solutions. In Southern Nations, 
Nationalities, and Peoples (SNNP), a training has been organized on safe school re-opening and psychosocial support, by the REB for 260 participants comprising 
education experts from various woredas and zones, which will help to build their capacity so that they are able to identify children with the psychosocial support needs, 
support them and link them to referral pathways. The region is set to closely work with other bureaus, communities, the private sector and development partners for 
planning and resource mobilization of the school re-opening.  
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UNICEF is the lead in the communication and advocacy pillar and a member of the other three pillars, contributing to 
the development of the guidelines. The communication guidelines empower teachers, school administrators and staff, 
caregivers/parents, students, and the communities to adopt COVID-19 preventive behaviours in and out of school 
settings. Messages will be tailored and disseminated using multiple channels, including both electronic and print media. 
Similarly, influencers within the community and through community platforms will be engaged to take ownership of the 
national response for the safe re-opening of schools. There are various community platforms including religious 
institutions, and community-based associations such as Idirs3, that will be involved in this process. Lastly, a multi-
sectoral approach to RCCE interventions will aid these efforts, by raising awareness, supporting the delivery of relevant 
supplies and services, strengthening community participation for sustainability, ownership and self-reliance. In addition, 
UNICEF will support technically and financially a quick survey, which has the objective of gathering evidence from 
communities, teachers, students and families on their attitudes towards school re-opening.  
 

Preparedness and response actions 
Health 
In the reporting period4, the health response to COVID-19 has focused on the provision of coordination support to the 
Emergency Operation Centre (EOC), the provision of PPE to frontline heath care staff and capacity building activities.   
 
UNICEF has continued to support the national and sub national EOC platforms for the COVID-19 response through 
dedicated support. There are currently, UNICEF staff, four health emergency consultants and 15 RCCE Technical 
Assistants (TAs) with UNICEF financial support working with EOCs at the national, sub-regional levels and within city 
administrations. With respect to PPE and supply provision support, during this reporting period, UNICEF has facilitated 
the distribution of PPE to the Gambella region to address critical needs. The PPE included 960 coveralls; 1,000 
disposable gowns; 600 boxes of surgical masks; 500 n95 masks; and 100 eye goggles. UNICEF has also supported 
the training of 264 health workers, of whom 164 deliver services in refugee camps, with the skills and knowledge to 
prevent infection and manage positive COVID-19 cases. The trained health care workers were from Somali, Gambella 
and Benishangul-Gumuz regions.   

 
Communication for Development (C4D) 
During this reporting period, UNICEF has provided dedicated support to the development of communication messages, 
to support the national ComBAT campaign starting from 7 August. The campaign has different objectives5, one of which 
is reducing human to human transmission through the detection of the status of COVID-19 infection amongst the general 
population. As part of this objective, the main deliverables are the testing of 200,000 people within two weeks, which 
will be conducted in over 80 per cent of all woredas, nationwide. The campaign as a whole aims to reach 17.5 million 
households (or 60 million people) as well as aiming to reach more than 1,000 congregate settings (camps, shelters, 
prisons/detention centres etc.)6. In addition, to the testing, frontline workers will also create awareness among the 
population to be visited and monitor the delivery of essential services – by checking vaccination needs and primary 
healthcare access. UNICEF has provided technical and financial support for the production of five videos to be used for 
the launch of the campaign with key messages for children, youth and people with disabilities. UNICEF will continue to 
support additional vital RCCE material to enable the successful implementation of the campaign. 
 
In the reporting period, UNICEF sensitized 2,820 influencers including 170 in refugee settings on COVID-19 prevention 
and control measures. This brings the total to date to 16,103, including 670 influencers operating in refugee settings. 
UNICEF continues to support RCCE implementation at the national and regional levels. The RCCE actions involve 
reaching people through local/regional mass media, religious sermons, and interpersonal communication during 
surveillance activities. These activities have reached over 16 million7 people in the past two weeks. These RCCE 
activities are delivered together with partners including the Ethiopian Red Cross Society (ERCS) and the International 
Rescue Committee (IRC). The number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE interventions thus far has 
reached 6,012,5098. 
 

 
3 Idirs are a kind of grass-roots life insurance associations which primarily help Ethiopian neighbors organize funerals for relatives and provide support during the grieving 
process. 
4 Please note that, the ‘reporting period’ of all the results described in this Situational Report is 20-31 July 2020, unless otherwise specified in apposite footnotes. 
5 The five strategic objectives of the ComBAT campaign are: (1) reducing human to human transmission through a detection strategy composed of surveillance, isolation, 
testing; (2) caring for those affected through a protection strategy (the protection from death as well as the protection of front line workers and the poor); (3) monitoring the 
continuity of essential services; (4) solidarity strategy for a heightened whole of government, who of business and whole of society approach; and (5) normalization strategy 
with COVID-19 responsive as the new norm. 
6 Per WHO's recommendation of 140 tests per a million, a woreda needs to do 15 tests/day= about 210 tests in 2 weeks (70 per cent in urban & 30 per cent in rural areas). 
However, regions have the flexibility to set targets based on this indicative target with a higher target as needed, depending on their local context.   
7 Please note that in the results table Annex A on page 8, the cumulative result of 35,902,575 includes 1,677,636 only and not the whole 16 million mentioned above, 
because it is expected that there might be double-counting and hence, those reached through mass-media have not been included in the results table, even though RCCE 
activities through mass-media have taken place in the reporting period and will continue to take place. 
8 This number includes a cumulative result for people engaged in WASH RCCE activities i.e. 1,636,838 (inclusive of Oromia 330,756 and 11,277 people engaged in Tigray 
in the reporting period alone) and a cumulative result for people engaged in C4D-led RCCE activities i.e. 4,375,671 (inclusive of 1,382,491 people as well as 18,082 
refugees engaged in the reporting period alone). 
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Since March, 80,474 people have used regional hotlines in Oromia and SNNP regions, requesting information on 
COVID-19 and available support services. Feedback and questions asked have been used as feedback on RCCE 
campaigns and informed new materials.   
 

Water Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
In the reporting period, WASH activities in response to the COVID-19 outbreak have focused on the provision of WASH 
Non-food items (NFIs) to vulnerable people as well as health care facilities; the installation of water storage facilities in 
isolation centres; and RCCE activities9.   
 
Accordingly, in the reporting period, water storage installation has been completed in isolation centres established in 
West Guji and Bule Hora University in the Oromia region. To date, 92 facilities (treatment and isolation quarantine sites) 
have received access to sufficient quantities of safe water for drinking, cooking and personal hygiene through 
emergency water trucking and roto tank installations to promote handwashing and prevent COVID-19 infections.  This 
complements the provision of WASH NFIs to 70,145 vulnerable people (16,121 women, 16,847 men and 37,177 
children) in Oromia (North Shoa, West Shoa, West Guji, Bale, Harerghe, Borena and Arsi). This brings the cumulative 
total number of people who have received WASH NFIs to 2,056,120 including 32,000 refugees and 2,370 returnees. 
Similarly, in Tigray region, nine health care facilities have been provided with WASH NFIs to improve infection prevention 
which include PPE, soaps and hand sanitizers. The WASH NFIs will benefit an estimated 5,300 people. The cumulative 
number of health care facilities with improved sanitation is now 247, with 11 serving refugees and six serving returnees.  
 
Training on COVID-19 and cholera prevention has been conducted for three days for 47 health experts from 47 woredas 
in Adigrat town, Tigray. Through a partner agreement with REST NGO, 56 social mobilizers/volunteers were selected 
and equipped to lead and support participatory community engagement activities for COVID-19 prevention. They will 
roll-out prevention activities in these same 47 woredas. 
 

Child Protection 
In this reporting period, there has been a focus on case management, reunification services, and Mental Health and 
Psychosocial Support (MHPSS) to children and their caregivers affected by COVID-19; integrated messaging on 
COVID-19 and GBV; provision of dignity kits and distribution of PPE to social workers along with COVID-19 preventative  
messaging.   
 
The cumulative number of people reached through Child Protection / GBV services10 is 41,104 including 4,932 refugees. 
In the reporting period specifically, in Addis Ababa, integrated messages on HIV and COVID-19 were promoted in areas 
reporting high transmission rates for COVID-19 using mobile vans and sound systems. This activity was conducted in 
collaboration with the Association Network of People Living with HIV/AIDS (ANOPA), with UNICEF’s financial support.  
434 adolescents and youth and 1,085 families with a member living with HIV were reached. In addition, in Metekel zone 
in Benishangul-Gumuz 10,205 people, including 2,379 refugees and 7,826 host community members and Internally 
Displaced People (IDPs) have received key messages to prevent COVID-19 infection and how to access child protection 
and GBV services, if needed. In the Somali region, UNICEF supported social workers through the Bureau of Women, 
Children and Youth (BOWCY) to reach 8,457 key influential community members (4,754 men and 3,703 women) on key 
COVID-19 prevention messages, alongside GBV and violence against children (VAC) prevention and lifesaving 
messages. The community members were in the following sites for IDPs: Qoloji, Degahle,Bombas Qudhacmatan, 
Dakasufti, Bunda, Qaran Dango, Adadle and Horsed; and in the following quarantine sites: Jijiga University, and 
Dawanle. In Afar 7,000 people have likewise been reached with COVID-19 prevention messages and access to Child 
Protection/GBV services. 
 
In terms of the number of social workers supported with materials for self-care (face masks, sanitizers and gloves) and 
messages on lifesaving/behaviour change with respect to COVID-19, the cumulative result up to the reporting period is 
1,666 (477 reached in the reporting period) of whom 272 (148 reached in the reporting period) work with refugees. The 
reporting regions from which the 477 social workers were drawn include Oromia, Afar, Gambella and Benishangul-
Gumuz.  
 
The total number of child protection cases reported and referred has reached 2,28811 including 27 refugee and 276 
returnee children’s cases respectively since the onset of the COVID-19 response. In the reporting period specifically, 
117 children’s cases were reported in various regions including Tigray (11), SNNP (78), Afar (2), Oromia (17) and 

 
9 Please refer to the section on C4D and the associated footnote no.8 above. 
10 Please note that these are number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and access to child protection / GBV services; not those reached 
with actual GBV services. 
11 Please note that these are children impacted by COVID-19 mostly indirectly – some are returnees that were in quarantine centres, others are children that experienced 
sexual violence and other forms of violence (impacted by the school closure and movement restrictions which increases their vulnerability) and have subsequently received 
services. 
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Amhara (8), Benishangul-Gumuz (1); whereas four refugee children’s cases in Benishangul-Gumuz and 23 returnee 
children’s cases in Amhara (8), Oromia (11) as well as Addis Ababa (4) have been reached through health, psychosocial 
and legal services, as well as through the provision of recreational kits.  
 
Moreover, in the reporting period, the number of children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 
alternative care arrangements is 14712 (reaching a total of 1,613 children including three refugees and 306 returnees). 
Among the 147, nine (seven boys and two girls) unaccompanied and separated children were reunified with their families 
in Oromia. Alternative care was also arranged for three boys in SNNP region through UNICEF supported social workers 
and the BOWCY; whereas an additional 15 boys on the street were reunified with their families in SNNP. In Somali, 
UNICEF supported regional BOWCY social workers, profiled and registered a total of 120 unaccompanied asylum 
seeking children (UASC) of whom 111 are boys and nine are girls and provided them with psychosocial first aid support 
and reunified them with their families residing across Site and Fafan zones in the Somali region. 
 
2,962 women and girls of reproductive age (including 757 refugees and 880 returnees), have been provided with dignity 
kits since the onset of the COVID-19 response. The number of women and girls who received dignity kits in the reporting 
period is 692 of whom 22 are returnees (all women who had returned from Sudan and have been quarantined in Metema 
(20) and Bati (2) woredas of Amhara region), and 307 are refugees located in Benishangul-Gumuz.  
 
A total of 18,344 children, parents and primary caregivers including 3,397 refugees and 86 returnees have been provided 
with community based MHPSS since the start of the COVID-19 response. In the reporting period those supported with 
MHPSS are 2,459 of whom 261 are refugees. Among those who received such support in the reporting period 1,708, 
are children (875 girls, 830 boys and 3 sex not identified) while the rest are parents/caregivers. MHPSS activities that 
took place in the reporting period Gambella including Ngueyyiel, Pugnido refugee camp and Pagak reception centre; 
Benishanghul-Gumuz (refugee camps); SNNP; Oromia (Haramaya Universirt quarantine centre); Somali including the 
following IDP sites Qoloji, Degahle, Bombas Qudhacmatan, Dakasufti, Bunda-Qaran Dango, Adadle and Horsed as well 
as the following quarantine centres: Dawanle and Moyale. In Benishgul-Gumuz in particular these services were 
provided by IRC, Plan Ethiopia and BOWCY through UNICEF support. 
 
In Addis Ababa, 1,850 Information Education Communication/Behaviour Change Communication (IEC/BCC) 
materials/brochures were printed in Brail for adolescents who are visually impaired inclusive of integrated messages on 
HIV and COVID-19 and were distributed to the target groups through the National Association of People with Disabilities 
with technical and financial support from UNICEF.  

 

Education 
During the reporting period, Regional Education Bureaus (REB) in Addis Ababa, Amhara, Benishangul-Gumuz, Dire 
Dawa, Gambella, Oromia, SNNP, Somali and Tigray regions, have continued broadcasting radio and TV lessons for 
children that are at home with UNICEF and other partner’s support. Over 5.23 million primary and secondary school 
children (46 per cent girls) are estimated to have been reached through this initiative. 
 
Regions that started broadcasting lessons in early April are now completing set lessons, missed due to school closure. 
Afar, the only region that has not yet broadcast distance learning has recently developed lessons that will be utilized by 
children who will be provided with solar powered radios. 20,000 solar powered radios have now been distributed to nine 
regions for both on-line (direct broadcast from a radio station/ centre) and off-line listenership for children in refugee 
camps and sites for IDP and host communities. The radio sets are distributed with USBs, with radio lessons for the 
children to listen to. The use of solar powered radios for distance learning, is new to Ethiopia and is expected to bring 
critical COVID-19 prevention messages and education content to children and their families that may not have otherwise 
been reached.    
 
In Oromia, the REB has begun broadcasting a condensed summer radio education programme for grades 1-8 and 
recently completed an assessment on the level of listenership of ongoing radio and TV programs and reported that 
approximately 2.47 million primary school children (1.36 million girls) and 552,678 secondary school students (249,661 
girls) have interacted with the distance learning modality13,  
 
Through support from UNICEF, the Gambella REB has continued implementing home-based distance learning through 
radio, to benefit primary school children. A total of 53 episodes from grades 1-7 are being broadcast in four languages 
(Nuer, Agnewak, Majang and English) and are estimated to be reaching 34,800 children (44 per cent girls) including 
25,000 refugee children. In Amhara, radio lessons are being broadcast for children in grades 7-8 focusing on three core 
subjects (Physics, Chemistry and Biology). Broadcasting of the lessons will be completed in the middle of August after 

 
12 Please note that unaccompanied children include children who are refugees or returnees, as well as those living on the streets and as such might face an increased 
vulnerability to COVID-19 related impacts.   
13 The distance learning consisted of radio programs for grades 1-8, featuring 160 episodes, which have been broadcast every week, for 15-20-minutes and repeated three 
times per week. Hence, since April 2020 a total of 2,560 radio programs had been broadcasted.   
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covering all the portions missed due to school closure and benefiting an estimated 254,000 children (58 per cent girls). 
Radio lessons broadcast for students in grades 1-6 was finalized in mid-July after 1,020 radio lesson episodes were 
broadcast for 15 weeks since April 2020. The estimated number of children reached through these radio lessons is 
1,001,260 (474,213 girls).  
 
In Tigray, the radio lessons for grades 1-4 have continued for one hour per day for three subjects (Environmental 
Science, Tigrigna and English). Over 140,000 children including 67,200 girls are estimated to be benefiting from these 
radio broadcasts. In Somali, broadcasting of radio lessons has been happening since the last week of May for grades 
1-6, focusing on four subjects: Somali Language, Civics, Integrated Science and Environmental Science.  An estimated 
200,000 (32 per cent girls) are benefiting from the broadcast. Content development and recording of lessons for grades 
7-8 and 12 was finalized in July but had been on-hold since it couldn’t be uploaded for broadcast due to internet cut-off. 
However, now that the internet is back on, broadcast through the rented TV channel based outside the country is going 
to start from the third week of August.  

 
Nutrition 
In the reporting period, routine nutrition treatment of children with the adoption of COVID-19 precautionary measures 
have continued, and distribution of supplies has also been undertaken to avoid gaps in supplies. Furthermore, 
counselling of caregivers in the community and health facilities has been ongoing.   
 
Accordingly, 858 staff (12 working in refugee settings in Benishangul-Gumuz) have been equipped to deliver IYCF, SAM 
treatment and nutrition for COVID-19 patients. A total of 162,713 (20,298 in refugee settings) primary caregivers of 
children aged 0-59 months have received IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms. Among these, 
19,461 (47 in refugee settings in Benishangul-Gumuz) have received such counselling in the reporting period. The 
cumulative number of children 6 to 59 months affected by SAM who have been admitted for treatment is 39,906 including 
2,097 refugee children. Among these children, 2,084 (18 refugee children in Benishangul-Gumuz) have been admitted 
for SAM treatment during the reporting period.  
 
In collaboration with the Federal Ministry of Health (FMOH) and other partners, UNICEF has developed and is already 
broadcasting TV and Radio messages on healthy diets and safe IYCF practices in the context of COVID -19, in Amharic, 
through EBC ETV, Fana TV and on Sheger FM and Fana Radio. The coverage is national, and the estimated population 
to be reached is approximately 30 million people. The broadcast started in the first week of August and will continue for 
the next 12 weeks. In support of the continuation of essential SAM treatment, third quarter supplies have been initiated14. 
 

Communication, Advocacy and Partnerships (CAP) 
UNICEF’s advocacy and communication efforts in the reporting period resulted in the finalization of communication 
products on the impact of lack of vaccinations in communities and on the measles vaccination campaign in 
particular, which have been shared on the website15, YouTube16 and social media platforms. In addition, recent social 
media efforts have focused on reinforcing messages on COVID-19 prevention the need to continue birth registration 
services17 and how to help children cope at this time.  
 
In the lead up to the World Breastfeeding Week (1-7 August), content on promoting safe breastfeeding during COVID-
19 jointly developed with UNICEF’s C4D team, has been published in English and Amharic. An Op-Ed by UNICEF 
Ethiopia Representative was published on balancing the needs for child health during COVID-1918, which was also 
shared with donors and NGO partners. In addition, UNICEF Ethiopia is also supporting the World Mask Week (7-14 
August) launched globally by WHO with regular posts on calls to wear mask in public19. International Youth Day was 
also marked with a call for young people20 to take action to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  
 
On 12 August, a press release was published following the release of the Education Cannot Wait (ECW) Annual Results 
Report. According to the press release, in partnership with Save the Children and the ECW COVID-19 response grant 
provided to Ethiopia specifically, over 4 million primary school children (1.9 million girls) have been reached with distance 
learning through Television and Radio broadcasts including refugees, IDPs and other most vulnerable children. 
 
 

 
14 To date, 93,631 cartons of Ready to Use Therapeutic Food (RUTF) have been dispatched out of a total allocation of 154,128 cartons for the third quarter of 2020. 
Additionally,1,200 SC kits were dispatched for the third quarter requirements including F100 (160 cartons); F75 (723 cartons); Resomal (184 cartons) and routine 
medications – amoxicillin (21,475 packs); and mebendazole (5,011 packs).  
15 This story was published on 4 August. 
16 This video was published on 3 August. 
17 This post was published on 10 August. 
18 This story was published on 4 August. 
19 This post was published on 8 August. 
20 This post was published on 12 August. 

 

https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/preventing-measles-outbreak-times-covid-19-pandemic-ethiopia
https://youtu.be/lepnGC8Xuig
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1285828191899262976
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1286239766351159297
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFETH/photos/a.439016859511842/3201557403257760/
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFETH/photos/a.439016859511842/3201557403257760/
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1286179356264615938
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1287708132655992834
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1288066947259736068
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/stories/balancing-needs-child-health-during-covid-19
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1292075653144039424
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1293472452551598082
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/press-releases/stronger-together-crises-education-cannot-wait-reaches-35-million-children-and-youth
https://www.unicef.org/ethiopia/press-releases/stronger-together-crises-education-cannot-wait-reaches-35-million-children-and-youth
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Other highlights from UNICEF Ethiopia social media platforms include: 
 

• Post on Young Coder Bethelhem Dessie including from UNICEF’s Executive Director Henrietta Fore21  

• Preventing misinformation 

• Short video on Health worker providing essential health services during COVID-19 
 
In the reporting period, 377,300 impressions on social media (Facebook and Twitter) for COVID-19 stories have been 
recorded with a cumulative result of 3,387,270 impressions. In addition, 8,015 social media engagements have been 
recorded, with a cumulative result of 101,838 since the beginning of the COVID-19 response.  
 

Social Policy and Evidence for Social Inclusion (SPESI) 
As part of the social protection response, in the reporting period 200 litres of sanitizers, 200 boxes of masks and 450 
boxes of soap have been distributed to 250 Permanent Direct Support (PDS) and Temporary Direct Support (TDS) 
households within the Productive Safety Net Programme (PSNP) in Afar region reaching a total of 1,425 beneficiaries 
(54 per cent female and 46 per cent male or 770 female and 655 male).  Similarly, a total of 1,175 PDS and TDS 
households have been reached with hygienic kits and necessities (soap, oil and rice/flour) in the Integrated Safety Net 
Programme (ISNP)22 targeted woredas (Dawa Chefa, Libo and Enebsie Sarmider) of the Amhara regional state. Among 
the total beneficiaries reached, 562 are children under the age of 18 years (283 female and 279 male). In Amhara region 
all of the PDS and TDS households who have been supported, have also received COVID-19 messages from 
community level social workers.  

 
GBV Risk Mitigation in the COVID-19 Response 
On 29 July, two orientations were provided to 14 UNICEF staff (10 female), who have been equipped to integrate GBV 
Risk Mitigation in the COVID-19 response. The orientations were delivered online and included a review of actions from 
the IASC GBV Guidelines (2015) to create safer programmes and to reduce any harmful and unintended consequences. 
A review of guidance and tools from the GBV Pocket Guide (2019) on how to support survivors of GBV through safe 
referrals was also part of the two online sessions.  
 

Challenges  
People continue to gather in large masses, especially in markets, transport hubs and churches without taking the 
necessary precautions to prevent COVID-19 transmission. This in turn is indicative of the need for more rigorous work 
on lifestyle and behaviour change and stronger community-led mobilization efforts. It is expected that the new revitalized 
RCCE strategy, which is part of the larger ComBAT campaign will address some of these persistent challenges related 
to behaviour change.  

 

 
21 This post was published on 11 July. 
22 ISNP focuses on children and women living in ultra-poor and labor-constrained beneficiary households of UPSNP and RPSNP. The programme is leveraging the existing 
safety net platforms at both the regional and federal levels to strengthen the capacity of the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs (MoLSA) and the Bureaus of Labor and 
Social Affairs (BoLSAs) to provide social service linkages to these beneficiaries, while also strengthening the overall social protection system of the country.    
 
 

 
Who to contact for 
further information: 

 
Adele Khodr  
UNICEF Ethiopia 
Representative 
UNICEF Ethiopia 
Tel: +251 11 5184001 
Fax: +251 11 5511628 
Email: akhodr@unicef.org  
 
 

 
Michele Servadei 
Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Ethiopia  
Tel: +251 11 5184001  
Fax: +251 11 5511628 
Email: mservadei@unicef.org 

 
Trevor Clark 
Chief-Field Operations and 
Emergency 
UNICEF Ethiopia 
Tel: +251 11 5184082 
Fax: +251 11 5511628 
Email: tclark@unicef.org 
 
  

https://twitter.com/UNICEF/status/1287661512467910657
https://twitter.com/unicefchief/status/1281951656251449344?s=19
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1286547931718397952
https://twitter.com/UNICEFEthiopia/status/1285915325813448709
https://gbvguidelines.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/2015-IASC-Gender-based-Violence-Guidelines_lo-res.pdf
https://gbvguidelines.org/en/pocketguide/
mailto:akhodr@unicef.org
mailto:tclark@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results  
UNICEF and IPs 

Cluster/Sector 

Response 

Sector 
2020 

Target 

Total 

Results 

2020 

Refugee 

Target 

Total 

Refugee 

Results 

2020 

COVID-

19 Target 

Total 

Results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement including social science 

Health 

# of people trained/oriented to sensitize the 
community on COVID-19 prevention and 
control measures 

5,000 16,103 1,000 670   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 
through messaging on prevention and access 
to services23 

30,000,000 35,902,575 700,000 248,134   

C4D 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 
through RCCE actions24 

9,000,000 6,012,50925 300,000 50,542   

Communication, Advocacy and Partnerships 

Number of impressions on social media (Twitter 
and Facebook) for COVID-19 stories / 
prevention messages 26 

20,000,000 3,387,27027  -   

Number of social media engagements on 
COVID-19  

2,000,000 101,83828  -   

Child Protection 

Number of people reached on COVID-19 
through messaging on prevention and access 
to child protection / GBV services 

30,000 41,104 500 4,932 300,000  

Improve Infection and Prevention Control (IPC) and provide critical medical and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
supplies   

Health  

Number of healthcare facility staff and 
community health workers provided with PPE 
 

10,000 9,039 1,500 39   

WASH 

Number of facilities (treatment, isolation 
quarantine sites) accessing a sufficient quantity 
of safe water for drinking, cooking and personal 
hygiene through emergency water trucking, 
roto tanks to prevent COVID-19 transmission. 

200 92 15 - 42629  

Number of people reached with critical WASH 
supplies (including hygiene items) and services 

2,500,000 2,056,120 100,000 32,000 2,694,005  

Number of people with access to basic 
sanitation services 

500,000 131,724 200,000 45,000 2,694,005  

Number of health care facilities with improved 
sanitation 
 

200 
 
 

247 
 
 

15 
 
 

11 
 
 

326 
 
 

 

Support the provision of continued access to essential health and nutrition services for women, children and vulnerable 
communities, including case management 

Health 

Number of healthcare facility staff and 
community health workers trained in Infection 
Prevention and Control 

550 1,606 50 580   

Education  

Number of children supported with 
distance/home-based learning30  

6,079,349 5,236,987 29,542 653 6,200,000  

Number of households receiving a solar radio 
(with USB Capacity)31 

60,000 - 40,000  500,000  

Child Protection 

# of social workers supported with materials for 
self-care and messages on lifesaving / 
behaviour change messages on COVID-19 

750 1,666 500 272 1,000  

# of child protection cases reported and 
referred (by type of service) 

12,000 2,28832 500 27 2,500  

Number of children without parental or family 
care provided with appropriate alternative care 
arrangements 

9,000 1,61333 200 3 2,500  
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23 This is one directional communication that includes the Ethio-telecom initiative that replaces ringtones with COVID-19 prevention messages and broadcast of COVID-
19 prevention and control messages through local media channels (TVs and Radio). 
24 These refer to two-dimensional communication activities. 
25 This includes 342,033 people engaged in RCCE activities through the WASH programme in the reporting period, which has also reached a cumulative 1,770 returnees.  
26 This is a new indicator and replaces the previous indicator that measured the number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and access to 
services, with a focus on social media engagement. The previous indicator has been discontinued, noting the challenge of measuring unique individuals, by impressions.  
27 Reach: On Facebook and Twitter 377,300 impressions (for the period of 1-15 August 2020).  
28 Engagement: Facebook and Twitter- 8,015 engagements (for the period of 1-15 August 2020).   
29 This target is a combination of two indicators: water trucking and rehabilitation and maintenance of water schemes and pipe-line expansion as per the Humanitarian 
Response Plan (HRP), June 2020. 
30 The indicator targets primary and secondary school students aged 7-17 years. 
31 The solar radios have been procured and will be distributed starting in the middle of August to children affected by school closure and displacement (refugee / IDPs and 
host communities).   
32 In this reporting period, 117 children, as well four refugee children and 23 returnee children had their child protection cases reported and referred. 
33 In this reporting period, 45 returnee children without parental or family care were provided with appropriate alternative care arrangements. 
34 In the reporting period, 363 women and girls as well as 22 returnees and 307 refugee women and girls received dignity kits. 
35 In the reporting period, 2,198 children and their parents/caregivers as well as 261 refugee children and their parents/caregivers received MPHSS support. 
36 This includes 20,298 refugee children.  
37 All four indicators for Education will start being reported upon during back to learning campaign and after school re-opening. 
38 This activity is expected to start at the end of August 2020. 

Number of women and girls of reproductive age 
provided with dignity kits 

8,000 2,96234 2,000 757 70,000  

Number of children, parents and primary 
caregivers provided with community based 
mental health and psychosocial support 

40,000 18,34435 1,000 3,397 66,000  

Nutrition 

Number of staff trained or oriented on 
appropriate nutrition (IYCF, SAM treatment, 
nutrition for COVID-19 patients) in the context 
of COVID-19 

40,762 2,617 - 21 n/a  

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 
0-23 months and 24-59 months who received 
IYCF counselling through facilities and 
community platforms. 

73,260 162,71336 3,680 20,298 42,474  

 
Number of number children 6 to 59 months 
affected by SAM admitted for treatment. 
 

73,260 39,906 3,680 2,079 
 

36,630 
 

 

Support access to continuous education, social protection, child protection and gender-based violence (GBV) services 

Field Operation and Emergency 

Number of children and adults that have access 
to a safe and accessible channel to report 
sexual exploitation and abuse 

20 - - - n/a  

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners 
that have completed training on GBV risk 
mitigation and referrals for survivors  

100 34 - - n/a  

Education 

Number of boys and girls provided with learning 
materials for back to school / school reopening 
after COVID-19 (IDPs) 

 
60,000 - 40,000 - 355,000  

Number of pre-primary and primary schools 
equipped with handwashing and school 
cleaning supplies 

 
439 - 65 - n/a  

Number of schools implementing safe school 
protocols 
 

 
439 

 
- 65 - n/a  

Number of children accessing formal and non-
formal education with handwashing and school 
cleaning supplies37 

 
315,187 

 -       
 

140,655    653 500,000  

SPESI 

Number of beneficiaries (affected by COVID-
19) receiving cash transfers through existing 
safety nets38  

90,000 -  -   
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Annex B: Funding Status 
 

Sector Requirements 

Funds available Funding gap 

Received Current 
Year 

Reprogrammed $ % 

Nutrition 6,027,372 1,949,794 2,985,099 1,092,480 18% 

Health 14,318,065 9,018,489 1,341,360 3,958,216 28% 

Wash 11,737,062 7,796,033 741,914 3,199,116 27% 

Child Protection 3,256,939 1,040,873 1,888,441 327,625 10% 

Education 9,106,268 1,225,382 1,101,756 6,779,130 74% 

C4D 1,898,765 1,993,053 0 0 0% 

SPESI 2,678,832 3,031,887 797,928 0 0% 

CAP 34,344 35,170 0 0 0% 

Field Operations  28,620 0 0 28,620 100% 

Total 49,086,267 26,090,681 8,856,497 14,139,090 29% 

 


