
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

As of 23 June 2020, Togo has registered 583 confirmed cases of COVID-19, ie 86 new 

cases since the SitRep of 07 June 2020. Sixteen children under 5 years of age (5 girls 

and 11 boys) are among the confirmed cases. The number of cases healed stands at 392, 

a proportion of 67.2%, while 14 deaths (including 6 women) have been recorded since 

the start of the epidemic, representing a fatality rate of 2.4%. The number of contacts 

investigated was 7,616 on the same date. The median age of confirmed cases is 32, and 

people in the 25-34 age bracket remain the most affected by the virus. The sex ratio (male 

/ female) is 2.25 (404/179). All health districts are affected except the Haho health district 

in the Plateaux region. The Lomé Commune and Maritime regions are the most affected. 

A total of 28,687 tests were carried out, i.e. 3.7 tests per 1,000 inhabitants. 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

UNICEF continues its actions for the continuity of 

essential services to children in the context of the health 

crisis. The updated number of children who received the 

three doses of pentavalent at the end of May 2020 

amounted to 109,499 (81%), compared to 120,839 (92%) 

during the same period in 2019. This difference confirms 

the decrease in Penta3 coverage observed since 

February 2020, which could be linked to the COVID-19 

crisis. 

According to data updated at the national level, 202,045 

women made at least one prenatal consultation (70% of 

the target) and 71,437 women who gave birth benefited 

from advice on infant and young child feeding in health 

facilities at the end of May. In the two regions (Kara and 

Savanes) which benefit most from UNICEF support, 

61,277 pregnant women (82%) made at least one 

antenatal consultation during the same period. 

Nutrition 

Support for the promotion and protection of Infant and 

Young Child Feeding (IYCF) in the context of COVID-19 

continues. Thus, following the orientation of the 

management teams in the 6 regions, the nutrition focal 

points were oriented remotely via Microsoft Teams in the 

Maritime, Kara and part of Lomé Commune regions, so 

that they ensure the briefing of managers of health 

facilities and help with radio broadcasts on this topic. 

WASH  

Communication on barrier measures was relaunched in 

more than 1,654 schools, when schools reopened for 

classes with exams at the end of the year. This 

intervention enables 56,317 children, including 27,595 

girls, to adopt COVID 19 prevention measures in their 

school environment. 

More than 19,000 locally made masks were distributed to 

Community Health Workers and other community relays 

in all 6 health regions. 

Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement/C4D 

Three months after the notification of the first positive 

case of COVID-19 in Togo followed by response actions, 

it was essential to review the various plans implemented. 

To this end, UNICEF has provided technical support to 

the Ministry of Health for the revision of the Risk 

Communication and Community Engagement plan 

(CREC). Particular importance was given to community 

engagement strategies and actions that should be 

prioritized in all health regions. 

During this period, community awareness and 

surveillance activities by Community Health Workers 

(CHWs) and Community Relays (CRs) continued 

throughout the territory. Radio broadcasts are also 

continuing and address the subjects relating to barrier 

measures and the negative impacts of COVID-19 on the 

decline such as the decreasing attendance at maternal 

and child health centers, the level of student learning and 

child protection issues. 

Education 

In order to support the Ministry of Primary and Secondary 

Education for the reopening of schools after 3 months of 

closure due to the COVID-19 pandemic, UNICEF has 

delivered a batch of hygiene and protection materials for 

the benefit of teachers and students of public 

establishments. This equipment consists of 2,000 masks, 

2,000 bottles of hydroalcoholic gel and 100 handwashing 

devices. The official handover ceremony for this 

equipment took place on Friday 12 June 2020 in the 

presence of the authorities of the ministries in charge of 

education and the media. 
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Following the delivery of these donations, the schools 

reopened for a period of 4 to 6 weeks from Monday 15 

June 2020 for students with exams this year. At the same 

time, the digital learning initiative to support students on 

two television channels: the national television and a 

private television channel, with the aim of reaching the 

greatest number of children possible. 

Child protection 

Listening to children, adolescents and young people from 

the 5 regions of the country on the challenges linked to 

violence, including gender-based violence, the 

constraints linked to the functioning of child protection 

mechanisms / services and the difficulties of Access to 

justice for victims of violence was made through a webinar 

organized in collaboration with UNICEF and Plan 

International Togo. Adolescents spoke of fear, anxiety in 

society and in families, lack of dialogue with parents 

during this period when they are mostly at home due to 

the closing of schools. The issues of violence, whether 

they experience it, have been widely debated. These are 

most often unwanted pregnancies or vulnerability to 

sexual exploitation, especially of young girls who are 

sexually exploited by adults. The Resident 

Representatives of UNICEF and the NGO Plan 

International were the main speakers for children, 

adolescents and young people during this webinar. 

UNICEF is currently working with the government and 

other partners to strengthen existing mechanisms for 

reporting violence, such as the Allo 1011 hotline. This 

partnership includes the provision of psychosocial 

counseling / support services as well as improvement of 

collaboration between the police / gendarmerie, social 

and judicial services to ensure case management and 

care for victims. 

To date, 798 vulnerable children including those who are 

separated from their families living in the street and 3,241 

children in reception centers have benefited from material 

support and information to protect themselves from the 

pandemic through joint actions involving NGOs and 

Social Action delegations in the 6 regions of the country. 

A rapid diagnosis was made of the situation of homeless 

populations, in particular children and women living on the 

streets of the Gulf and Agoè-Nyivé prefectures (Greater 

Lomé). UNICEF supported the Ministry of Social Action 

and civil society actors involved in supporting these 

vulnerable groups in the organization of a workshop to 

discuss the results and recommendations, including the 

identification of Related emergency mitigation actions. 

The work plan updated by the NGOs includes the 

establishment of a monitoring committee. 

 

Social Protection 

The Universal Solidarity Income program (known as 

Novissi), which aims to provide the most vulnerable 

people with monthly financial support continues until 30 

June 2020. 

In the area of non-monetary social transfers, UNICEF has 

initiated contacts with the Ministry of Handicrafts and the 

Chamber of Trades with a view to producing quality 

masks intended for the most vulnerable social categories, 

in particular children. In addition to the study on the socio-

economic impact of COVID-19, the government has 

undertaken a study to measure the impact of this 

pandemic on the private sector. More than 92% of 

companies say they have experienced a decline in 

turnover. More than a quarter of employees have suffered 

the full force of this crisis. Small businesses are the ones 

that have laid off the most or have resorted to temporary 

cessation of activities. Resumption of activities is proving 

difficult for more than half of the companies. The elements 

of the methodology of the global study "Rapid 

assessment of social protection in the face of the COVID 

pandemic" were the subject of discussions between the 

Togo office, headquarters and the UNICEF regional 

office. 
 

Communication 

June 16 of each year is celebrated as the Day of the 

African Child. This year's theme was "Access to child 

friendly justice in Africa". However, unable to hide the 

coronavirus pandemic, the country office and Plan 

International Togo joined organizations of children and 

young people from the regions of the country (11 girls and 

2 boys) to organize a webinar on Zoom on 16 June 2020 

on the theme: “The challenges of children and young 

people in Togo facing COVID 19”. The webinar was 

broadcasted on the Facebook accounts of the two 

organizations and reached a total of 23,974 people on the 

two platforms with 116 shares, 7,225 views, 500 

interactions and 118 comments. 

 

With the support of a communications agency, the office 

also had to produce five Life Stories from children, 

parents / grandparents and young people. Two of these 

videos have already been posted on our social media. 

From 25 May to 21 June 2020, 146,549 people were 

directly reached by the 27 publications posted on 

Facebook. The number of subscribers has grown from 

46,863 two weeks ago to 47,819. Our Twitter posts have 

had 26,600 impressions in the last 28 days and a 24% 

increase in profile visits. The number of followers of the 

UNICEF Togo office has increased from 592 to 696 on 

our Instagram account, which has totaled 22 publications 

since 28 May.



Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF in Togo has received some contributions from resource partners since the 

start of the pandemic. The education sector received US $ 70,000 from the Global 

Partnership for Education to support the overall coordination of the education 

sector response. The Global Sanitation Fund has agreed to allocate US $ 90,968 

from the budget for 2020 towards the response to COVID-19. 

This represents 19% of the amount needed to provide a complete response to the 

pandemic. 

External Media 

Press releases 

 

- UNICEF donation ceremony to the Ministry of Primary and Secondary 

Education in preparation for the reopening of schools 

- Webinar with children and young people on the occasion of the day of the African child 2020 in Togo 

 

UNICEF COVID Response 

 

https://www.djena.info/togo-reprise-des-classes-lunicef-soutient-le-gouvernement/ 

http://togoenlive.info/2020/06/13/reprise-des-classes-lunicef-appuie-le-gouvernement-avec-des-kits-dhygiene-et-de-

protection/ 

https://www.togoscoop.info/2020/06/lunicef-equipe-le-gouvernement-en-kits.html?m=1 

https://24heureinfo.com/education/reouverture-des-ecoles-au-togo-lunicef-fait-don-de-masques-et-gels-au-

gouvernement/  

 

 

Publication on Social Media: 

1. Facebook: 

UNICEF Togo Officiel 

 

 2. Twitter 

UNICEF Togo Twitter Account 

 

3. Instagram 

UNICEF Togo Instagram Account 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact:   

Dr Hadja Aissata BA SIDIBE 

Representative  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: asidibe@unicef.org  

Mrs Fosca GUILIDORI 

Deputy Representative  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: fgiulidori@unicef.org 

Dr Marie-Thérèse GUIGUI 

Chief Child Survival  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: mguigui@unicef.org 

UNICEF Togo COVID-19 Response Plan  

Funding needs: 
$ 10,961,136 

 

81%

19%

https://togo.un.org/fr/48354-lunicef-aux-cotes-du-gouvernement-togolais-contre-la-covid-19
https://www.djena.info/togo-reprise-des-classes-lunicef-soutient-le-gouvernement/
http://togoenlive.info/2020/06/13/reprise-des-classes-lunicef-appuie-le-gouvernement-avec-des-kits-dhygiene-et-de-protection/
http://togoenlive.info/2020/06/13/reprise-des-classes-lunicef-appuie-le-gouvernement-avec-des-kits-dhygiene-et-de-protection/
https://www.togoscoop.info/2020/06/lunicef-equipe-le-gouvernement-en-kits.html?m=1
https://24heureinfo.com/education/reouverture-des-ecoles-au-togo-lunicef-fait-don-de-masques-et-gels-au-gouvernement/
https://24heureinfo.com/education/reouverture-des-ecoles-au-togo-lunicef-fait-don-de-masques-et-gels-au-gouvernement/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/uniceftogofficiel/posts/
https://twitter.com/Unicef_Togo/status/1248178860958588928?s=08
https://www.instagram.com/uniceftogo/


 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 

and access to services. 
3,898,070 2,856,200 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 12,520 11, 534 

.WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services 
2,000,000 820,000 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers provided 

with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
1,900 16,250 

Health   

Number of children & women receiving essential healthcare services, 

including immunization, prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV* care in UNICEF 

supported facilities 

735,090 
Penta 3: 109,499 

CPN1: 61,277 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in 

infection prevention and control (IPC) 
8,360 5,920 

Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate 

management of COVID-19 cases 
450 0 

Nutrition   

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received 

IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms 
58,984 62,881 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 738,330 238,1681 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control 
3,740 02 

Child Protection   

Number of children without parental of family care provided with appropriate 

alternative care arrangements 
300 0 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community based mental health and psychosocial support 
4,000 0 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on 

GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 
200 0 

Social Inclusion   

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-

sector cash grant for basic needs 
46,111 854 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 The number of children benefiting from distance courses is estimated on the basis of the number of children targeted by distance education (pupils 
in examination classes) and the proportion of children aged 10-17 years living in a household not having any access to the following sources of 
information: radio, television, internet at home. According to the 2019 MODA analysis, 37% of children (38.3% boys and 35.7% girls) aged 10-17 
are deprived of these sources of information. 
2 Data not yet available. The collection methodology is being designed at the MoE level. 



 

Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 347,200 187,200 160,000 46% 

WASH & IPC 1,770,000 1,040,968 729,032 41% 

Nutrition  65,000                55,000  10,000 15% 

Health and HIV/AIDS 100,000 166,300 -66,300 -66% 

Child Protection 165,000                90,000  75,000 45% 

Education 5,702,000 70,000 5,632,000 99% 

Operations 2,000,000 300,475 1,699,525 85% 

Total 10,149,200 1,909,943 8,239,257 81% 

 

 


