
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

As of August 15, 2020, Togo has registered 1,147 confirmed cases of COVID-19. The 

reopening of the borders on August 1, 2020 was accompanied by preventive measures 

and monitoring of travellers in order to ensure a return to normalcy under adequate 

conditions. The number of cases cured was 843, a proportion of 73.5%, while the number 

of deaths reached 27, a case-fatality rate of 2.3%. There are 19 pregnant women among 

the confirmed cases since the beginning of the pandemic. The number of investigated 

contact cases is 11,907, of which 11,589 cases were self-isolated and followed up by the 

Ministry of Health services. The median age of confirmed cases is 32 years and people 

in the 25-34 age group remain the most affected by the virus. The sex ratio (male/female) 

is 1.8 (743/404). All health districts are now affected in the country, with the Lomé 

Commune and Maritime regions being the most affected. A total of 53,017 tests have 

been carried out ( i.e. 6.8 tests per 1,000 people) 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

UNICEF continues to support the coordination of the 

Response of the Ministry of Public Health and Hygiene 

for the health crisis response related to COVID-19, 

while supporting the continued provision of essential 

health services to children and mothers. In the area of 

immunization, 132,901 children aged 0 to 11 months 

received all three doses of pentavalent at the end of 

June 2020. As part of malaria treatment, 109,722 cases 

of simple and severe malaria in children under 5 years 

of age were treated in health facilities and at the 

community level in May 2020. In addition, 234,661 

women did at least one antenatal consultation (81% of 

the target) at the national level and 87,213 women who 

gave birth received advice on feeding infants and young 

children in health facilities at the end of May. In Kara 

and Savannah, 75,261 pregnant women had at least 

one antenatal consultation during the same period. 

 

WASH  

Thanks to the financial support of the Government of 

Japan, UNICEF and partners have begun the process 

of providing ten district health facilities  

affected by COVID-19 with boreholes for the supply of 

drinking water, septic tank latrines and showers. It is 

estimated that approximately 7,500 people, including 

3,825 women in the targeted health areas, will benefit 

from this intervention. In addition, supplies for Infection 

Prevention and Control (IPC) are being procured for 300 

health centers in the six health regions. 

The mobilization of 13 NGOs and community radios is 

being maintained for communication on the application 

of good hygiene practices in public places. More than 

2,389 markets in the Savanes, Kara, Plateaux and 

Lomé Commune regions have been reached by 

handwashing promotion campaigns, enabling 716,700 

people, including 365,717 women, to ensure 

compliance with the preventive measures. In addition, 

369 health facilities in the Savanes, Kara, and Plateaux 

regions benefited from the support of NGO facilitators, 

through the Global Fund for Sanitation, to strengthen 

compliance with prevention measures, including 

demonstration of good handwashing practices for those 

accompanying patients and people in consultation.  

Finally, the Hygiene and Sanitation Department 

received 2 fumigation devices for disinfection of 

premises and treatment rooms. 

Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement/C4D 

In addition to group awareness by megaphones, the 

deployment of Community Health Works (Agents de 

Sante Communautaire, ASC) on the ground during this 

period has allowed UNICEF and its partners to reach 

827,480 people (individually) in the five regions of the 

country. Technical support was provided to the Health 

Promotion Division of the Ministry of Public Health and 

Hygiene in updating the health emergency risk 

communication document during a workshop held from 

28 to 31 July 2020. 

Quarterly contracts with 26 community radio stations in 

the 5 regions and the 10 commercial radio stations in 

Lomé have been updated to ensure the continuity of 

awareness programming on COVID-19 and its impact 

on the entire territory.   At the same time, preparations 

are underway for community leaders' training sessions 

on community engagement against    COVID-19 in the 

five regions of the country. 

During the capacity building of 163 persons including 

health systems professionals and social sector actors 
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(35 women and 128 men) on Psychosocial Care of 

People affected by COVID 19, a module on 

communication was included.  

 

In light of the resurgence of new positive cases in two 

regions (Central and Kara regions), UNICEF deployed 

5 C4D experts to strengthen the Kara region in 

community interventions and surveillance. This support 

was made possible by the Government of Japan's 

emergency financial support for the fight against 

COVID-19. 
 

Education 

Following the reopening of the schools on 15 June 2020 

for the benefit of exam class learners, the Government 

has carried out a redesign of the school calendar. 

School exams have been scheduled and will run from 

July to September. Distance courses through the media 

continue on two television channels. As part of the 

reopening of schools, UNICEF has delivered a batch of 

hygiene and protection materials to teachers and 

students in public schools with the support of funding 

received from the Government of Japan. This material 

consists of 2,000 certified masks, 2,000 vials of 

hydroalcoholic gel and 100 hand washing devices. 

UNICEF and its partners continue to support continuity 

of learning and preparations for the next school year 

scheduled for October in safe sanitary conditions for all 

learners in the most vulnerable areas of the Plateaux, 

Central and Savannah regions. Support is planned for 

134,733 students, including 65,326 girls, in these in 

targeted areas. 
 

Child protection 

With funding from the Government of Japan, the 

Ministry of Social Action, in partnership with the Ministry 

of Health and UNICEF,  organized training sessions 

throughout the country on child protection and psycho-

social support for people affected by COVID-19, 

including patients and front-line health professionals. 

These training sessions brought together 163 (35 

women and 128 men) social actors and health system 

professionals: 70 doctors including paediatricians, 

psychologists, psychiatrists, logisticians) and child 

protection/social sectors  actors (93 social workers, 

sociologists, educators, responsible for vulnerable 

children's reception centres and those responsible for 

structures working with children in street and disability 

situations).   

These trainings aimed to strengthen child protection 

work through a multidisciplinary and multi-sector 

approach. During 3 days of training, several topics were 

discussed, including the basics of psychosocial support 

in emergency situations; key principles for 

multidisciplinary child protection interventions and 

psychosocial support in emergency settings. 

Participants were also trained on the Prevention of 

Sexual Exploitation and Abuse (PEAS) and the United 

Nations Zero Tolerance Policy. Emphasis was placed 

on the importance of avoiding behavior contrary to the 

policy and importance of denouncing any act of sexual 

exploitation and abuse.  

Regional psychosocial cells (government, civil society, 

community leaders) were created - one per region - to 

ensure the necessary identification and assistance for 

vulnerable children and families affected by the 

pandemic at the regional level. A second round of 

training is planned for professionals in public safety, 

justice and education system in August.  

 

Social Protection 

A second phase of the Universal Solidarity Income 

program (called Novissi) has started. It aims to provide 

volunteer teachers with monthly financial support. 

With funding from the Japanese fund, resources were 

made available to the Regional Directorate of Planning, 

Development and Planning of the Savannah Region to 

train, support and monitor the progress of 30 young 

people and women from Kpendjal prefectures on 

entrepreneurship. This training helps to strengthen the 

economic inclusion of young people and teenagers in 

Kpendjal who are enlisted by armed groups operating in 

Burkina Faso. 

Communication 

The Lomé office continues to participate in the 

communication efforts of the United Nations System in 

Togo. Thus, the Representative had the opportunity to 

participate in a panel discussion on "the world of 

tomorrow" which took place on 27th  July as part of the 

first consultation with the media as part of the "UN75" 

initiative on the occasion of the 75th  anniversary of the 

United Nations. This approach aims to foster dialogue 

between governments, development actors and civil 

society in order to reflect together on the challenges of 

tomorrow.  

On the digital front, UNICEF continues to communicate 

the motivational messages of young people and parents 

and to raise awareness of respect for preventive 

measures. These messages also relate to the 

Local Executive Awareness Session on response to  COVID-19 



interventions implemented by the authorities in 

collaboration with UNICEF. These include handing 

other protective items to vulnerable children and 

interventions related to child survival in rural areas, 

which are more disadvantaged. The publications also 

aim to ensure the visibility of donor contributions such 

as the Global Sanitation Fund and the Japanese 

Government. Advocacy messages are also picked up 

and disseminated on the pages of our social networks.

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF in Togo has received some contributions from partners since the 

beginning of the pandemic. The education sector received $70,000 from the Global 

Partnership for Education to support the overall coordination of the education 

sector response. The Global Sanitation Fund has agreed to allocate US$90,968 

from the 2020 budget to the response to COVID-19. More recently, the 

Government of Japan provided financial assistance to the UNICEF Office in Togo 

by providing a contribution of $1,622,673 to combat the COVID-19 pandemic  

External Media 

Press releases 

 

Publication on Social Media: 

1. Facebook: 

UNICEF Togo Officiel 

 

 2. Twitter 

UNICEF Togo Twitter Account 

 

3. Instagram 

UNICEF Togo Instagram Account 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information contact:   

Dr Hadja Aissata BA SIDIBE 

Representative  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: asidibe@unicef.org  

Mrs Fosca GUILIDORI 

Deputy Representative  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: fgiulidori@unicef.org 

Dr Marie-Thérèse GUIGUI 

Chief Child Survival  

UNICEF Togo 

Tel: +228 22 23 15 40 

Email: mguigui@unicef.org 

UNICEF Togo COVID-19 Response Plan  

Funding needs: 
$ 10,961,136 

 

81%

19%

https://www.facebook.com/pg/uniceftogofficiel/posts/
https://twitter.com/Unicef_Togo/status/1248178860958588928?s=08
https://www.instagram.com/uniceftogo/


Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results1 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 

and access to services. 
3,898,070 2,856,200 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 12,520 11,534 

.WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services 
2,000,000 820,000 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers provided 

with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
1,900 16,250 

Health   

Number of children & women receiving essential healthcare services, 

including immunization, prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV* care in UNICEF 

supported facilities 

735,090 
Penta 3: 132,901 

CPN1: 234,661 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in 

infection prevention and control (IPC) 
8,360 5,920 

Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and appropriate 

management of COVID-19 cases 
7,624 

7 624  

(1,456 Health 

personnel and 

6,168 health 

workers) 

Nutrition   

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received 

IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms 
58,984 87,213 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 738,330 238,168 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control 
3,740 0 

Child Protection   

Number of children without parental of family care provided with appropriate 

alternative care arrangements* 
3,000 3,297 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community based mental health and psychosocial support 
4,000 1,400 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on 

GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 
200 194 

The target for "Number of children without parental or family care provided with alternative care arrangements" has been revised to reflect the 

results of surveys by UNICEF and its partners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1 The results of the Social Protection Sector have been removed from our table of indicators, the actions of economic support of vulnerable 
populations being under the lead of UNHCR and UNDP. UNICEF continues to advocate with partners and stakeholders in the sector. 



 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

Sector2 Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 347,200 187,200 160,000 46% 

WASH & IPC 1,770,000 1,040,968 729,032 41% 

Nutrition  65,000                55,000  10,000 15% 

Health and HIV/AIDS 100,000 166,300 -66,300 -66% 

Child Protection 165,000                90,000  75,000 45% 

Education 5,702,000 70,000 5,632,000 99% 

Operations 2,000,000 300,475 1,699,525 85% 

Total 10,149,200 1,909,943 8,239,257 81% 

 

 

 
2 Social Protection interventions are not included in UNICEF’s original COVID-19 Response Plan. 


