
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

Senegal reported its first confirmed COVID-19 case on March 2. As of May 29, 

there were 3429 cases, 1738 fully recovered and 41 deceased persons with a 

significant increase in cases in the last weeks. 39 out of 79 health districts are now 

affected. The Senegalese government is leading the response and prevention work 

with support of key partners including UNICEF. Many preventive measures are in 

place including a state of emergency, school closure, night curfew and closed 

borders. The government has however recently lifted some restrictions, such as the 

partial re-opening of schools, markets and restaurants. 

 

The government has also 

recently shifted its treatment 

strategy of persons having 

tested positive to COVID-19. 

From treating all positive cases 

in hospitals, those with no or 

only light symptoms will now be 

treated in other centres (mainly 

hotels). UNICEF has provided 

technical support to the 

Ministry of Health in this 

process and the development 

of protocols. 

 

 

Recently a large delivery of personal protective equipment, thermometers and 

oxygen concentrators arrived in the country. These vital supplies will help enhance 

the management of COVID-19 cases. We are also working intensively with the 

Ministry of Education in the preparations of the partial re-opening of the schools in 

early June. Part of this effort has been the delivery of hygiene supplies and 

thermometers to be used in the schools.  

Our work in supporting the most vulnerable children, notably ‘talibés’ and street 

children without parental care continues. About 1500 of these children have during 

the period returned to their families, alternative care centers or have received 

psychosocial support.  

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Coordination 

UNICEF continues to play an important role in 

support to the national coordination of the  

response. Out of the 8 commissions, UNICEF is 

leading the one on Risk Communication and 

Community Engagement. Together with WHO, 

UNICEF co-leads the (1) Country-level 

Coordination,  (2) the Surveillance, Rapid-response 

and Close Investigation and (3) the Infection 

Prevention and Control commissions. In addition 

UNICEF co-leads with WFP the Operations support 

and Logistics, the sectorial working groups on 

Education (with UNESCO) and on Social 

Protection (with ILO). UNICEF also coordinates the 

group of partners in child protection. 
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3429 COVID-19 

confirmed cases 

41 deaths 

 

3,500,000 

children affected 

by COVID-19 

school closures 

 

Arrival of medical equipment at the airport 

Handing over of hygiene supplies for schools to 
the Ministry of education 



Health 

Regarding the management of cases, our focus is 

to  ensure the functionality of the treatment centers 

for children and to strengthen the capacity of health 

staff to manage covid-19 cases, while ensuring 

prevention and protection of medical staff.  

• UNICEF along with other key stakeholders 

supported the Ministry of Health in the  

development of protocols for the management of 

non-severe cases of COVID-19 in non-hospital 

sites (mainly pre-designated hotels). This  is 

done in order to liberate more space in hospitals 

for severe cases, in line with new national 

guidelines. It includes a close monitoring of the 

patients in the non-hospital settings by 

designated health care providers.  

• The UNICEF Kolda field office travelled to and 

worked closely with several departments to 

further strengthen prevention, control and  

community mobilization interventions. This 

includes a very promising approach for 

community response in Medina Yoro Foulah 

based on youth mobilization and installation of 

local water and handwashing stands- so called 

“tippy-taps”. Young volunteers were also active in 

the sensibilization of local communities on 

preventive measures for COVID-19 and support 

to community dialogue.  

 

WASH  

In this key area of work, UNICEF has supported 

handwashing campaigns and desinfection actions 

in health centres, public places, communities and 

schools. Thanks to support from UNICEF to the 14 

regional hygiene functions in Senegal, the following 

has been achieved: 

• 66 hygiene officers and 37 trainers in Dakar and 

Thiès were trained in Infection control and 

prevention (IPC). 

 

• 396 community health workers were trained on 

good hygiene practices and other prevention 

measures. 

• 379 handwashing stations were installed in health 

centers, isolation centers (for infected persons and 

family members) and other public places. 

• 1 264 hygiene kits were distributed to households 

with infected persons or contact cases. 

• 1 309 houses of persons infected have been 

disinfected 

along with 982 

treatment 

centers, 

isolation 

centers, 

markets and 

other public 

places. 

• 105 119 

persons have 

been informed 

on good 

hygiene 

practices.  

 

 

 

 

Risk communication and community 

engagement/Communication for 

development 

A priority is the dissemination of information on 

prevention measures, hygiene and to encourage the 

use of health services for testing and seeking care. 

This is done through mass media, social media, peer-

to-peer communication and community meetings. 

• 3068 people are engaging at local level with 

interpersonal communication and social media. 

• 1700 youth volunteers are carrying out peer-to-

peer communication through for example 

WhatsApp groups. 

• 88 media professionals received training and are 

broadcasting messages and debates in private, 

public and community radio channels. 

• 1200 community leaders were mobilized and are 

carrying out peer-to-peer communication. 

 

 

 

 

Field visit by UNICEF staff based in Kolda to Vélingara 
health district to follow-up the continuity of basic health 

services 

Hygiene kits distributed to 
households 



Education 

We mainly support the continuation of learning for 

the 3,5 million students affected by the school 

closure, and ensuring the upgrade of WASH 

facilities. About 6,000 public primary schools out of 

a total of 15,422 learning institutions  currently have 

no adequate handwashing facilities. 

• Hygiene kits, including handwashing stands, 

and thermometers were procured and are being 

distributed to about 1,500 public primary and 

secondary schools as well as all teacher training 

institutions with UNICEF support. This is in 

preparation for the partial reopening of schools 

on June 2. 

• Safe school protocols were developed with 

health and education authorities, to supplement 

the education sector response and recovery 

plan formulated with support from UNICEF. 

• UNICEF provided technical support to the 

training of trainers on infection, prevention and 

control for the reopening of the schools.   

• The national distance learning initiative “Learn 

from Home” (Apprendre à la Maison) was 

launched by the Government with support from 

UNICEF. It is provided through platforms 

including national TV with the dedicated channel 

“Canal Education”. A digital platform has also 

been established through the Government 

website to facilitate access to learning materials 

and other resources online.  

• A radio-based learning programme is about to 

be aired, in partnership with the Government 

and with UNICEF’s support. The purpose is to 

extend learning opportunities to children without 

access to internet, digital devices and TV. The 

programme will be broadcasted in partnership 

with national radio channels and a network of 

120 community radios operating nationwide.      

 

 

Child protection 

Our main priority is to support psychosocial support 

to children affected and children in increased risks 

of deprivation, violence and abuse.  

• More than 1,331 talibés and street children have 

been identified in the regions of Dakar, Fatick and 

Kaffrine since the beginning of the operations. 

Out of these, 775 returned to their families and 

261 children were placed in protection centers. 

Another 358 children without parental care were 

provided with appropriate alternative care 

arrangements by local child protection services. 

• 1787 children having experienced sexual or 

physical violence were referred to local services 

and provided with appropriate care.  

• A practical guide for child protection actors on the 

ground has been developed. It outlines how to 

provide psychosocial support to children exposed to 

stress derived by COVID-19. 

• 415 children benefitted from community-based 

mental health and psychosocial support in 

UNICEFs priority regions. 

• UNICEF in collaboration with the Senegalese Red 

Cross and the National Direction of Social Work 

identified the targets and essential services to 

provide psychosocial support to children affected 

directly or indirectly by COVID-19.  

• A RapidPro Survey is being finalized to assess the 

impact of COVID19 on birth registration in the 40 

civil registration centers in the Kolda region. 

Social protection  

The economic consequences of the COVID-19 

crisis will push already vulnerable families into an 

even more precarious situation of poverty. Through 

specific targeting of affected households, we hope 

to ensure that social protection interventions will 

reach the most vulnerable population groups. 

UNICEF continues to advocate for the expansion 

of these social protection measures including cash 

transfers.  

 

  
Vital medical equipment and supplies having arrived 

in the country from UNICEF Supply warehouse 



Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

UNICEF along with the other UN agencies in the country has carried out a review of the joint Senegal UN annual 

work plan (UNDAF). This review enabled prioritizing and adapting interventions contributing to the COVID-19 
situation and response.  

An important pillar of UNICEFs response is to ensure the continuity of vital health services for women and 

children, in particular maternal and infant care, immunization and nutrition services. With the current school 

closure, most of our education interventions are now focussing on proving alternative learning opportunites and 

WASH interventions for the partial reopening of the schools on June 2. In child protection, efforts prioritize 

violence prevention and response, as well as strengthening alternative care of affected children. 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF Senegal is one of the main partners supporting the government in its COVID-19 response, together with 

WHO and other international organizations. We have ongoing dialogue with key bilateral partners, national 

committees, foundations and companies. We have received valuable contributions from the governments of the 

US (USAID), Canada and the UK as well as from the Global Partnership for Education. We want to express our 

gratitude to all private and public partners who have expressed an interest in working with UNICEF to strengthen 

our work for the children in Senegal in these challenging times. 

 

New partnerships with several civil society organizations are currently being developed in key areas of the 

COVID-19 response. UNICEF also works in close collaboration with the other main UN agencies and 

development partners in the country. This is mainly done through the interagency and sectoral coordination 

groups in place already before the crisis.  

 

External Media 

UNICEF Senegal convoyed medical equipment 

consisting of personal protective equipment, 

thermometers and oxygen concentrators. This was 

handed over to the Ministry of Health together with 

hygiene products. We also handed over hygiene 

equipment and thermometers to the Minister of 

Education in preparation of the partial re-opening of the 

schools. 

 

The delivery of the equipment gave the UNICEF 

Representative Silvia Danailov the opportunity to deliver 

advocacy messages. The emphasis was on practical 

support to parents and caregivers on how to talk to 

children about the pandemic, how to manage their own and their families’ psycho-social well-being. The 

Representative stressed the importance of leaving no child behind in the national response plan. 

 

The arrival of this equipment at the airport and the delivery to the authorities was widely covered in social media 

channels as well as several national media such as APS.SN,  All Africa and by the national TV. The post on the 

delivery of equipment to the Minister of Health reached 839,000 persons on the UNICEF Senegal Facebook 

page. The video on the UNICEF Senegal warehouse manager got 82,000 views and reached more than 605,000 

persons. 

Words of thanks 

We want to express our gratitude to all private and public partners who have engaged with UNICEF with the joint 

objective of strengthening our work for the children in Senegal in these challenging times.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://aps.sn/actualites/societe/education/article/reouverture-des-classes-l-unicef-appuie-le-men-en-materiel-de-protection-et-d-hygiene
https://fr.allafrica.com/stories/202005260948.html
https://web.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/posts/2759519764170189?__tn__=-R
https://web.facebook.com/unicefsenegal/videos/vb.187171071405084/1117005752006619/?type=3&theater


Summary of Programme Results UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on 

prevention and access to services. 
1,200,000 600,000 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions. 5,000 4,468 

.WASH & IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including 

hygiene items) and services. 
400,000 421,893 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers 

provided with Personal Protective Equipment 
5400 0  

Number of health facilities and services provided with critical WASH 

items 
500 411 

Nutrition   

Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute 

malnutrition (SAM). 
28,320 6,571 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 1,000,000 N/A 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control). 
500 N/A 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of children without parental or family care provided with 

appropriate alternative care arrangements. 
30,000 1,689 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community based mental health and psychosocial support. 
200,000 415 

Number of UNICEF personnel & partners that have completed training on 

GBV risk mitigation & referrals for survivors, including for PSEA. 
150 N/A 

Social Protection   

Number of households receiving multi-sector cash grant for basic needs. 1,000,000 N/A 

 

Annex B Funding Status 

 

Sector 

Funding 

requireme

nts 

Funds 

available 
Funding gap $ 

Gap 

% 

C4D / RCCE 2,500,000 350,000 2,150,000 86 

WASH & IPC 4,000,000 
2,993,510 5,436,490 65 

Nutrition and health 4,430,000 

Child Protection 2,200,000 722,808 1,477,200 77 

Education 3,000,000 1,086,791 1,913,209 64 

Social protection 1,100,000 120,000 980,000 89 

Social science research 300,000 30,000 270,000 90 

Technical support and 

operational costs 
450,000 0 450,000 100 

 17,980,000 5,183,229 12,796,771 71 

 

For more information: 

Silvia Danailov 
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UNICEF Senegal 

Tel: +221-776386104 
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Tel: +221-775693526 

lbazzi@unicef.org 
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