
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

As of 5 June, the total number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 has reached 1,368 with 

153 patients who have recovered and 12 deaths, thus bringing the number of active cases 

to 1,203. Male continue to be more attained than female. The type of transmission is 

considered community transmission with most cases concentrated in the capital, Bissau. 

Two new regions have confirmed cases, Bafata (5 cases) and Gabu (2 cases), bringing 

the number of affected regions to 5, including Biombo (42 cases), Cacheu (22 cases) and 

the Sector Autonomous of Bissau (1,297 cases). 

 

The National Health Emergency Committee, under the Ministry of Health, continues to 
lead the response, supported by the UN system and other partners like IMVF, Red Cross 
and Médecins Sans Frontieres. In support of the National Contingency Plan, the UN has 
developed a UN joint COVID-19 Operational Support Plan. Within the support plan, 
UNICEF leads the UN interagency Task Force on risk communication and community 
engagement in support of the response and in close coordination with the National Health 
Emergency Committee. Meetings among donors are conducted weekly to ensure 
coordinated interventions and investment in urgent priorities. 

 
 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

In support to the National Contingency Plan for COVID-
19, UNICEF response strategy and interventions focus 
on the following:   
 
- Risk communication and community engagement 

and C4D 
- WASH and Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

measures;  
- Health – Continuous access to health services, 

capacity strengthening of medical personnel and 
provision of medical consumables, essential drugs 
and equipment; 

- Education: provision of distance education and 
support to education sector response and recovery 

- Child Protection: Psychosocial support and 
continuous access to child protection services;  

- Procurement and logistics 

Health  

UNICEF works with the Ministry of Health to ensure 

continued access to essential health and nutrition 

services for women, children and vulnerable 

communities, including immunization, prenatal and 

postnatal care, HIV care and nutritional services.  

To strengthen case management and the prevention of 

COVID-19 transmission, UNICEF continued to support 

COVID-19 response at the national and regional levels: 

UNICEF delivered equipment and supplies for the 

isolation ward at National Hospital Simao Mendes, the 

main hospital in Bissau, including 5 oxygen 

concentrators that will be of great help given the 

increasing number of complicated cases arriving in that 

hospital. 15 additional oxygen concentrators are yet to 

arrive. Since oxygen is the main and lifesaving need, 

UNICEF is finalizing on order for 100 oxygen bottles for 

the two private hospitals involved in the management of 

COVID-19 cases as part of the national response.    

WASH  

Prevention activities and distribution of WASH supplies 

continued in 6 out of the 9 regions targeted and started 

during the reporting period in the Bafata region. The 

distribution has so far covered 314 communities and 

reached 75,125 people of which 39,831 female and 

35,321 male individuals. Data desegregation also 

shows that the distribution reached 3,757 people aged 

70 years or more and 11,273 children under 5 years of 

age. 

UNICEF has also supported coordination meetings 

among WASH partners through the Group of Water and 

Sanitation (Grupo de Água de Saneamento – GAS in 

Portuguese). The meetings aim to ensure coordination 

on COVID-19 prevention and response activities, with a 

special focus for the situation of WASH infrastructures 

in health care facilities and schools.  

During the reporting period, UNICEF has supported the 

National Hospital Simão Mendes, which hosts the 

COVID-19 isolation ward, with calcium hypochlorite for 

water treatment. The delivered calcium hypochlorite will 

allow treating the hospital water reservoir that has a 

capacity for 60,000 liters. 

 

201 confirmed 

cases 

1 death 

 

US$ 2,48 M 

funding required  

 

Around 300,000 
Children affected 

by COVID-19 

school closures 

 

Situation in Numbers 

 
 

 
 

 

GUINEA-BISSAU: COVID-19 Situation Report – #09         

30 May- 5 June 2020 

1368 total cases 

 

12 deaths 

Around 300,000 

Children affected 

by COVID-19 

school closures 

 

US$ 2,48 M 

funding 

required  

 



RCCE/C4D 

UNICEF continued to partner with the National Red 

Cross to carry out door to door sensitization activities. 

The capital Bissau, worst-hit of the country, which 

currently registers about 90 per cent of cases at country 

level, continued to be the focus of all risk 

communication interventions. 10,677 people have been 

reached, including 4,041 children, 3,653 women and 

2,983 men. In complementarity, UNICEF pursued its 

support to the outreach sensitization activities, which 

have been extended on April 28 to two additional 

regions, which also register significant coronavirus 

cases (Biombo and Cacheu). Through these 

interventions, 6,162 people have been reached in 

Biombo region, including 2,532 children, 1,979 women 

and 1,651 men. In addition, 6,970 people have been 

reached in northern Cacheu region, including 2,936 

children, 2,209 women and 1,825 men. Overal, the 

COVID-19 door to door sensitization activities being 

carried out in the residences and main markets of the 

Autonomous Sector of Bissau, Cacheu and Biombo 

regions, have reached 284,070 people since 30th 

March 2020.  

Social media posts on COVID-19 have reached 

213,881 people during the reporting period, being 

Facebook the most used platform. 

Education 

The education section continued its efforts to develop 

content for television and radio broadcasting with focus 

on foundational learning following a play-based 

approach (storytelling/ health/protection); alongside the 

team is also developing key messages for parents 

integrated in the early years’ curriculum content. 

Discussions have started with the Ministry of Education 

aiming to operationalize the guide for reducing the 

curriculum content for catch-up programs in preparation 

of schools reopening, as well as on the analysis for the 

school calendar adjustments. 

Child protection 

To strengthen prevention of violence against children 

and gender-based violence as well as case 

management, UNICEF continues to support State 

institutions and CSOs capacities. During the reporting 

period, 15 high officials police officers, responsible for 

the security force groups in the capital Bissau, have 

increased their knowledge on human rights and 

prevention of violence against children and women in 

emergency, particularly in the current context of COVID-

19. In addition, from key information on national 

legislation and the role of police forces in protecting 

children and women, case management and improved 

coordination among police forces and child protection 

services was discussed. Participants were also 

informed on existing institutions and services providing 

protection and care for children and women in the 

capital Bissau. 

 

 

Social inclusion and cash transfers 

 

The socio-economic impact assessment of COVID-19 

in Guinea Bissau jointly developed by UNICEF and 

other UN agencies has been released. The assessment 

highlights the impact of COVID-19 on economics, 

health, children youth and education, nutrition, poverty, 

gender inequalities with a special attention for the 

vulnerable population. The pandemic hit Guinea-Bissau 

just weeks before the usual start of the marketing 

campaign for the country’s main export product, raw 

cashew nut, which represents more than 90% of total 

goods exports, 13% of Government revenues and 

employs 80% of the country’s labor force.  

 

The slowdown of the economy and confinement 

measures has hit poor families the hardest as most of 

them are involved in the cashew business or are 

employed in the informal sector without any social 

protection coverage. As many families see their 

economic activities being put on hold, vulnerable 

families might require child labor or to wed their 

daughters to better cope with the crisis. With mobility 

restrictions, closure of borders and markets the 

negative impact on women is disproportionate, as they 

are engaged largely in informal and daily wage activities 

such as selling fish, preparing food in small restaurants, 

or trading fruits and other foods through informal 

networks. 

 

Distance learning programmes, social assistances 

schemes and financial inclusion mechanisms have 

been identified among other as policy and measures for 

the response and recovery phase.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

UNICEF development programmes have been adapted to the COVID-19 context by reformulating some activities, by 

using programme resources to enhance COVID-19 interventions or by adding sensitization on COVID-19 prevention to 

our current programmes.  

 

• Community health programme: With the universal distribution of long-lasting insecticide treated nets in 

preparation, UNICEF proposed to include a COVID-19 component in the training of community health workers 
(CHWs). This will allow CHWs to give their contribution to COVID-19 response at community level in regions 
where CHWs have not yet been trained. 
 

• Nutrition: UNICEF is adapting its partnerships with nutrition partners to the COVID-19 context. Partners (VIDA 

and Caritas) are taking advantage of the nutrition screening to raise awareness and information about COVID-
19 in the villages; they are promoting the use of masks in nutritional recovery centers and mothers' waiting 
areas, and have reinforced COVID-19 hygiene measures. 
 

• Child Protection: Social assistants from the Woman and Child Institute continue to conduct weekly monitoring 
visits to children living in temporary shelters. During the reporting period, the team has worked with “Casa 
Amparo” shelter to jointly discuss the appropriate alternative care arrangements for the 140 girls that are 
currently living in this shelter. Most of the girls were survivors of child marriage and other forms of gender-based 
violence (including sexual violence). Protection programme is working together with WASH and education 
programmes to improve their knowledge on menstrual hygiene and GBV risk mitigation in times of confinement, 
as well as ensure that they have access to dignity kits and alternative education materials. 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

The Guinea-Bissau CO has contributed to the COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan with a request of USD 

2.48 million for preparedness and response needs. UNICEF Guinea-Bissau has redirected $US 270,000 of its own 

resources to the response. The office also received US$ 70,000 provided by the Education Sector Plan Development 

Grant (ESPDG) from GPE, US$ 60,000 from GAVI, US$ 100,000 from the Regional Office Emergency Fund, 

US$ 200,000 from the Thematic Humanitarian fund and US$ 100,000 from the MPTF COVID-19 Response and 

Recovery fund.  

          

                           

                                              

 

 

 

Current resource mobilization efforts include the submission of 

funding proposals to the GPE COVID-19 Accelerated Funding 

window (up to US$ 5,000,000), to the African Development Bank 

jointly with WHO (US$ 2,100,000) and the reallocation of GAVI 

Health System Strengthening funds (up to US$ 300,000).  
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External Media 

 

The Country Office has created a dedicated webpage for coronavirus content in Portuguese: 
https://www.unicef.org/guineabissau/pt/coronavirus-na-guine-bissau. The aim is to provide the local population with 
additional reliable sources of information, as well as, to create an additional platform to showcase UNICEF’s response 
to the coronavirus pandemic in the country.  
 
 
New video: UNICEF donation of essential medical drugs & supplies for #COVID19 response 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMOvEPEhE6c  
 
 

Videos produced by the young reporters’ network, supported by UNICEF: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVa6HU48w7Y 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTEWSnuyet8 

https://youtu.be/Mtgn1yQZ7ok   
https://youtu.be/I6sCpWWRYXQ   
 

UN COVID-19 sensitization video on the use of the mask: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62yazoG5Ygc   

 

National coronavirus song produced with support from the UN: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFZNw6yzhkw 

 

 

Folder for COVID-19 interventions’ pictures here  

 

 

Monitoring dashboard for COVID-19 WASH interventions: https://bit.ly/GNB_covid19_unicef_WASH  

 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau social media pages: 

Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and www.unicef.org/guineabissau      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 For more information contact:  

 

 

 

Nadine Perrault 

Representative  

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau 

Email: nperrault@unicef.org  

Ainhoa Jaureguibeitia 

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau 

Email:ajaureguibeitia@unicef.org  
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
 

 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

RCCE 1: Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on 
prevention and access to services 

 
1,600,000 

 
1,576,167 

RCCE 2:  Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 5,421 935 

WASH and IPC   

IPC 1: Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including 
hygiene items) and services 

239,000 

Total: 75,152 

Male:      35,321            

Female:  39,831 

IPC 2: Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities 
provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

4,338 - 

IPC 3: Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers 
trained in Infection Prevention and Control 

4,338 190 

Health   

Continuity of Health Care 1: Number of healthcare providers trained in 
detecting, referral and appropriate management of COVID-19 cases among 
children, pregnant and breastfeeding women 

440 159 

Continuity of Health Care 4: Number of children 6-59 months admitted for 
treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM)   

1547  194 

Child Protection and GBV    

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 

1: Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 

  

300,000 

Total: 319,176 (0-5 y) 

Male:  163,416 

Female: 155,760 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 

2: Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control)   

1500 0 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 3: 

Number of children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 

alternative care arrangements 

200 

Total: 45 

Male: 45      

Female:  0       

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 4: 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community based mental health and psychosocial support 

1,100 

 

182 

  

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 5: 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on 

GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 

150 130 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV Services 

6: Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible 

channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse   

2000 200 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

 

Sector
Funding 

requirements

Funds 

available

Funding 

gap $
Gap %

C4D / RCCE              50,000          74,000 -24,000 -

WASH & IPC            800,000          80,000 720,000 90%

Social Protection            800,000          86,000 714,000 89%

Health            310,000        383,000 -73,000 -

Child Protection            120,000          60,000 60,000 50%

Social Sciences Research              50,000                  -   50,000 100%

Operational and staff costs            100,000          47,000 53,000 53%

Education            250,000          70,000 180,000 72%

Total         2,480,000        800,000 1,680,000 68%


