
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

As of 6th August 2020, Guinea-Bissau recorded 2,052 confirmed cases, of these, 1842 (89.8%) in Bissau, the capital, 

followed by the Biombo region with 122 (5.9%) cases.  The death toll is 29 people, representing a fatality rate of 1.4 per 

cent. However, in an effort to improve the data on fatality rate, a Committee for the evaluation of COVID-19 related-

deaths has been set up and will soon started classifying and evaluating fatality cases. Among the confirmed cases, 268 

(14%) are healthcare workers (HCWs). The number of confirmed cases for children from 0 to 19 years old continues to 

rise and has now reached 177 cases. ( The country continues to have more cases in males – 1355 (66%) compared to 

females. The age group of 30-39 years remains the most affected by the virus with 654 confirmed cases 654 (31.9 %) 

followed by the 40-49 years age group with 487 (23.7%) cases, and the 20-29 years group with 293 (14.3%) cases 

(figure below).   Important steps have been taken to improve the country’s laboratory capacity. Two facilities have now 

been abilitated to conduct COVID-19 testing, helping with the baglog of diagnotics for test results.  

 
 
Figure1: Cumulative COVID 19 confirmed cases by age and sex as of 06th August 2020 
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UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health & Nutrition 

The COVID-19 pandemic had a negative impact on 

availability of lifesaving commodities in the country. 

After one month and half of stock-outs of nutrition 

products, UNICEF received enough quantity for at least 

8 months. Support will be provided for a quick 

distribution and COVID-19 activities will be integrated 

with and around acute malnutrition cases management. 

 WASH  

 

In partnership with WHO, UNICEF participated in an 

assessment of Health Care Facilities (HCF) in the 

Bissau region. The assessment aimed at evaluating the 

implementation of Infection Prevention and control 

(IPC) measures in HCF with a focus on screening 

areas, hand washing and soap devices, as well as 

waste management. Visits were conducted in 03 HCF 

(Luanda, Antula, Djolo) enabling the team to update the 

survey   and evaluate the needs of HCF regarding the 

availability and functionality of WASH infrastructures. 

To ensure buy-in of all stakeholders involved, the 

priority actions were identified and discussed during a 

meeting with the HCF management.  

 
 

UNICEF stepped up its efforts to distribute critical 

WASH supply distribution, reaching 300,000 people. So 

far 294,337 people in 937 communities in seven regions 

have benefited from these activities, of these 151,996 

women and 142,341 men, including 41207 under-five 

children and 14717 elders over 70 years of age.  

RCCE/C4D 

UNICEF continued to provide technical assistance to 

the office of the High Commissioner on COVID-19, the 

entity mandated by the President of the Republic to lead  

 

 

the national COVID-19 response. During the reporting 

period, UNICEF contributed to the approval of the terms 

of reference of the Risk Communication and Community 

Engagement multidisciplinary team, as well as in the 

definition of its priority actions for the coming weeks. 

Moreover, UNICEF continued its operational Risk 

Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE) 

response through the interpersonal sensitization 

activities among the population, being carried out by 

National Red Cross volunteers in the Autonomous 

Sector of Bissau. During the reporting period, these 

interventions have reached 7,042 people 

(2,933children, 2,247 women and 1,862 men). So far, 

683,209 people have been reached through 

interpersonal communication being carried out in their 

community, through door-to-door visits, residences, 

main public markets and ports in the Autonomous 

Sector of Bissau, Cacheu and Biombo regions.  

Coronavirus preventive communication contents 

continued to be aired in traditional media partners 

(national television, national newspaper, and 29 

national and community-based radios) countrywide. 

These contents are available in the most used local 

language of the communities. Through these media 

outlets, 1.6 million people have been reached 

countrywide and UNICEF social media platforms have 

reached 149,200 comments/reactions. 

 

A volunteer conducting door-to-door sensitization on COVID-19 



Education 
 
UNICEF has supported a pedagogical and health 

assessment of all the schools in the country, especially 

in the regions. Findings of this assessment will be 

added up to the evaluation of the schools in the capital 

Bissau conducted during the month of July. This 

exercise will allow the Government, to have elements 

that support the validation of the ongoing academic year 

and evaluate the sanitary conditions of the schools and 

guide the process of school reopening. 

 

UNICEF continued to support the production of audio 

and video materials to support learning. In collaboration 

with the Associação Animar para Educar (AE), 10 

videos and 16 audios for children of pre-school level 

and first cycle of basic education have been produced 

for broadcast on the country's radio and television. 

Furthermore, , 216 lessons of approximately 30 minutes 

each from the Radio Child Foundation radio education 

program are being translated. The lessons are designed 

to provide an educational supplement, particularly in 

times of crisis, for children who can already read and 

write (4-7 years old), illiterate children and parents and 

guardians of children under 5 years of age. 

  

Child protection 
 
UNICEF is supporting the Ministry of Women, Family 

and Social Protection to monitor the situation of children 

in residential care centers during the COVID-19 

outbreak. Directorate General of Family, in partnership 

with the Institute of Women and Child, child prosecutors 

from the Bissau court (family and minor sections) and 

national association of psychologists, have assessed 

11 orphanages and shelters (out of 13) in capital 

Bissau, and updating the information on the number of 

children in residential care (286 children, of these 135 

girls and 151 boys).  UNICEF also seized the 

opportunity of this assessment to support the 

registration of 60 children who were not registered at  

 

 

birth and provide assistance to the ministry to improve 

collaboration with the Civil registration services to 

guarantee that these children have access to a birth 

certificate.  

 

UNICEF is also supporting the Ministry of Women, 

Family and Social Protection’s efforts for the 

reintegration of children in residential care in their family 

and community, underscoring that residential care 

should always be a temporary measure. UNICEF is 

taking the opportunity to advocate for the revision of the 

standards and regulations for orphanages and a shelter 

approved in 2017 to align them with the UN Guidelines 

on Alternative Care, as well as start discussion on the 

development of a family-based foster care system.  

 

UNICEF supported the organization of COVID-19 

prevention sessions, which include the distribution of 

hygiene kits, and awareness and training sessions on 

violence prevention, and sexual abuse and exploitation. 

 

Social inclusion and cash transfers 

 
UNICEF has contributed to the training of fhe NGOs in 

charge of supporting the cash transfer program in the 

Sector Autonomous of Bissau on their role not only on 

the targeting phase, but also on the Monitoring and 

evaluation process. 1700 households among those 

most affected by the COVID-19 have been selected in 

the sectors of Sao Domingos, Bula, Mansaba, Cacheu, 

Sonaco, Bissora, Quinhamel, Bigene and Bissau to 

benefit the cash transfer program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

UNICEF has used mid-year review meetings held by sectoral programmes to readapt their work plans in order to make 

a contribution to the COVID-19 response and improve their results 

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau has contributed to the COVID-19 Global Humanitarian Response Plan with a request of USD 

3.2 million for preparedness and response needs. The country office has redirected $US 270,000 of its own resources 

to the response. The office also received US$ 70,000 provided by the Education Sector Plan Development Grant 

(ESPDG) from GPE, US$ 187,311 from GAVI, US$ 100,000 from the Regional Office Emergency Fund, US$ 200,000 

from the Thematic Humanitarian fund, US$ 100,000 from the MPTF COVID-19 Response and Recovery fund and 

US$ 51,100 from Portuguese Cooperation.     

 



Child protection: During the reporting period, the webpage Bioksan (https://plataformabioksan.com/)was launched, 

with its fully content, as before it was followed only at Facebook. A press release was broadcasted to all national and 

international media in Guinea-Bissau. Gender based violence preventive messages, videos, protection services 

contacts, a chat box and a line for confidential report of GBV cases are also available. In the last 2 days, 503 people 

have visited the page. As previous explained, this initiative is jointly supported jointly by UNICEF, UNFPA, UNDP, WFP 

and IOM, along with other national partners 

 

Communication For Development (C4D) : In partnership with the NGO National Committee of Volunteers of Guinea-

Bissau, UNICEF  supported the training of 36 activists, mostly Community Health Workers, as animators for family 

awareness / sensitization activities on COVID-19, in 60 remote communities of the regions of north and south, 

specifically  Oio and Tombali. The implementation of this activity is being carried out with the strong participation and 

engagement of traditional and religious leaders. 

 

                                         

 

 

 

Current resource mobilization efforts include the 

submission of funding proposals to the GPE 

COVID-19 Accelerated Funding window (up to 

US$ 3,500,000), and to the African 

Development Bank jointly with WHO 

(US$ 2,100,000).  

 

 

 

https://plataformabioksan.com/


EXTERNAL MEDIA 

MEDIA ARTICLES 

UNICEF doa materiais de combate a pandemia ao Ministério da Saúde Pública: 

http://angnoticias.blogspot.com/2020/06/covid-19-unicef-doa-materiais-de_5.html?m=1  

UNICEF oferece  materiais para prevenção  ao Ministério da Justiça:  

http://angnoticias.blogspot.com/2020/06/covid-19-unicefoferece-para-prevencao.html#links  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau social media pages: 

Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and www.unicef.org/guineabissau      

 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau dedicated webpage for coronavirus content in Portuguese:  
https://www.unicef.org/guineabissau/pt/coronavirus-na-guine-bissau 
 
WEBSITE PAGES   

Tudo o que você precisa saber sobre como lavar as mãos para se proteger contra o coronavírus; 

Principais Mensagens e Ações para a Prevenção do Coronavírus (Covid-19) em Escolas; 

Marco de ação e recomendações para a reabertura de escolas 

Covid-19: UNICEF makes available guidance to protect children and support safe school operations 

 

VIDEOS 
New video: Weekly media briefing from WHO’s Representative on the current epidemiological situation in the country, 
as well as, the UN’s response to the coronavirus pandemic  
https://www.facebook.com/ONUGuineBissau/videos/1209216139427848/  
 
UNICEF donation of essential medical drugs & supplies for #COVID19 response 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kMOvEPEhE6c  
 

Videos produced by the young reporters’ network, supported by UNICEF: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WVa6HU48w7Y 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pTEWSnuyet8 

https://youtu.be/Mtgn1yQZ7ok   
https://youtu.be/I6sCpWWRYXQ   
 
UN COVID-19 sensitization video on the use of the mask: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=62yazoG5Ygc   

Summary of 3 months #COVID19 risk communication activities in Guinea-Bissau 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uBVBU_9aEpE 

MUSIC 

National coronavirus song produced with support from the UN: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iFZNw6yzhkw 

 

PICTURES 

Folder for pictures of COVID-19 interventions here  

 

WASH DASHBOARD 

Monitoring dashboard for COVID-19 WASH interventions: https://bit.ly/GNB_covid19_unicef_WASH 

 

  

For more information contact: 

 

 

 

 

Nadine Perrault 

Representative  

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau 

Email: nperrault@unicef.org  

Ainhoa Jaureguibeitia 

Deputy Representative 

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau 

Email:ajaureguibeitia@unicef.org  
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 
2020 

target 
Total results 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

RCCE 1: Number of people reached on COVID-19 through 
messaging on prevention and access to services 

 
2,000,000 

 
1,764,181 

RCCE 2:  Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through 
RCCE actions 

5,432 1,087 

WASH and IPC   

IPC 1: Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies 
(including hygiene items) and services 

500,000 

Total: 294,337 

Male: 142,341     

Female: 151,996   

IPC 2: Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and 
communities provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

4,338 - 

IPC 3: Number of healthcare facility staff and community health 
workers trained in Infection Prevention and Control 

4,338 190 

Health   

Continuity of Health Care 1: Number of healthcare providers 
trained in detecting, referral and appropriate management of 
COVID-19 cases among children, pregnant and breastfeeding 
women 

440 159 

Continuity of Health Care 4: Number of children 6-59 months 
admitted for treatment of severe acute malnutrition (SAM)   

1,547  204 

Child Protection and GBV    

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 1: Number of children supported with distance/home-

based learning   

500,000 

Total: 319,176 (0-5 y) 

Male:  163,416 

Female: 155,760 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 2: Number of schools implementing safe school 

protocols (COVID-19 prevention and control)   

1,500 0 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 3: Number of children without parental or family care 

provided with appropriate alternative care arrangements 

200 

Total: 45 

Male: 45 

Female:  0 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 4: Number of children, parents and primary caregivers 

provided with community based mental health and psychosocial 

support 

25,000 

 

19,460 

Male: 5,406/ 0-17y 3,253 

Female: 6,614/ 0-17y 4,187 

 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 5: Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have 

completed training on GBV risk mitigation and referrals for 

survivors 

150 130 

Access to Continuous Education, Child Protection and GBV 

Services 6: Number of children and adults that have access to a 

safe and accessible channel to report sexual exploitation and 

abuse   

50,000 

31,908 

Male 10,689/0-17y 2,728 

Female14,887/ 0-17y 3,604 

Social Protection   

Indicator 1: Number of households receiving HUMANITARIAN 

CASH TRANSFERS through UNICEF response to COVID-19 
2600 - 



 

 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status 
 

 


