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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

UNICEF continues to support the government of Guinea’s response to COVID-19. In view 

of the rapid spread through local transmission, the National Health Security Agency 

(ANSS) is committed to increasing the number of epidemiological testing and treatment 

centres in the capital Conakry. Consultations continue with local authorities and other 

partners on the possibilities of strengthening the response at decentralized level. 

 
In this context, the child protection system in Guinea is being the subject of in-depth 

discussion between partners with the aim of developing a specific protocol for the care of 

children in the event of the development of symptoms or community infections. 

 
Even before the detection of the first positive cases of COVID-19 in Conakry's central 

prison, UNICEF advocated for the release of children in conflict with the law. Steps have 

now been taken with the collaboration of prison and local authorities for the release of 28 

children pending the continuation of the process for the remaining 60 children in the same 

situation. The released children are placed in the SOS Children's Village which UNICEF’s 

supports. UNICEF is continuing its advocacy for the release of children from prisons in 

the countryside and for the continuity of civil registration services in accordance with the 

United Nations legal Identity Agenda (UNLIA) guidelines. UNICEF has sent a letter of 

thanks to the Minister of Justice for the good collaboration during this process. 

 
The WASH technical cluster continues its support to the provision of safe drinking water 

and capacity building in the main functional epidemiological treatment centres in Conakry. 

 
The Distance Learning Initiative, supported by UNICEF, was launched on April 27, 2020 

under the leadership of the Ministry of Education. The option of handouts of materials, in 

remote areas without access to TV/internet/radios, is also being envisaged to better 

satisfy pupils in the exam classes. 

 
In collaboration with the Ministry of Communication through the General Directorate of the 

Rural Radios of Guinea, UNICEF is supporting the Synergy of Radios as part of the 

sensitization of the population on preventive measures against COVID 19. 

 
UNICEF is also actively participating in the updating of the joint response plan of the 

United Nations system agencies. 

.

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

UNICEF already received most of the hygiene kits and 

PPEs ordered on behalf of the Government of Guinea. 

The main concern remains the shortage of PPEs at the 

global level. UNICEF in collaboration with other partners 

organized a workshop to develop a reference document 

on the continuity of health services, drawing on existing 

sectoral documents (MNCH, EPI, Malaria, Community 

Health, etc). 

WASH  

UNICEF supported the Nongo COVID-19 treatment 

centre through the rehabilitation of an existing borehole, 

thus increasing water supply in this facility from 10 m3 

to 25 m3 per day, and covering the needs of around 100 

patients in the facility. A new borehole is being drilled to 

further increase access to safe water in this treatment 

Centre. The national WASH response plan is being 

reviewed by WASH actors and partners.   

Nutrition 

The coordination of nutrition stakeholders and 

interventions was reinforced with the activation of the 

nutrition cluster under the leadership of the national 

Food and Nutrition Division (DAN). This enabled the 

designation of the DAN as the nutrition constituency 

within the national coordination taskforce, and the 

inclusion of a nutrition component in the national guide 

for COVID-19 case management. As part of national 

efforts to support the continuity of nutrition services, 
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discussions are underway with regional health 

departments to agree on strategies to ensure 

uninterrupted vitamin A supplementation for children 6-

59 months. In addition, 800 women's groups already 

active in the 40 municipalities of convergence are being 

mobilized to promote breastfeeding within the context of 

COVID-19. 

RCCE/C4D  

As the co-lead of the national Risks Communication and 

Community engagement (RCCE) committee, UNICEF 

has supported the development of micro plans for each 

of the thirty-eight health districts of Guinea. 

Communication materials adapted to the local context 

and in response to identified needs are under 

design/production. Conakry being the epicenter of 

COVID 19, its five neighborhoods with the highest 

number of infected people have been identified and 

social mobilizers are being briefed to carry out door-to-

door sensitization. Radio/tv spots have been produced 

and are broadcast over the media. One of such spots 

on continuity of health services is under development 

and will encourage parents to visit health centers 

despite COVID-19. A monitoring unit has been set up to 

collect, analyze and address rumors and fake news on 

social media and radios/tv regarding the pandemic. 

UNICEF is also mobilizing local NGOs to support 

interpersonal communication activities.  

Education 

 

The distance education programme is underway since 

April 27th, 2020, with support from UNICEF. Its 

implementation relies one national radio (RTG), 26 rural 

radio stations, 2 TV (RTG and UBM soul TV), and a 

Web platform (Sacom <<Great class>> and the 

telephone operator MTN). UNICEF is also supporting 

the Ministry of Education in printing and distributing 

course materials for students in exam classes (CM2, 

10th and terminal) and children in remote areas.  

Child protection  

 

Under the leadership of the child protection working 

group and the Ministry of Social Affairs, Women 

Promotion and Child protection (MASPFE), UNICEF 

facilitated a remote training on gender-based violence 

and Prevention of Sexual Exploitation and Abuse. In 

attendance were 22 staff from UNICEF and 6 members 

of the child protection working group. 

 
With support from UNICEF, the MASPFE provided food 

and non-foods items (protection kits, hand washing 

equipment) against Covid-19 to 157 vulnerable children 

including 61 girls living in five childcare facilities. 

Furthermore, one additional child was released from 

prison to an alternative care facility. This number 

brought the initial number of released children to 28 (all 

boys).  

 
UNICEF reached out to the Ministers of Justice, of 

Territorial Administration, and of Health to advocate for 

a number of important issues, including the release of 

children from jails across the country, and the continuity 

of civil registration services in accordance with the 

United Nations Legal Identity Agenda (UNLIA).  

 

Social Inclusion  

 

UNICEF is supporting the Government to establish an 

intersectoral social protection coordination mechanism 

that will further enhance Government's response to 

COVID-19, especially for the most vulnerable children 

and their families. This coordination body was 

integrated in the Sectoral Response Strategy of the 

Ministry of Social Affairs (MASPFE) which was adopted 

recently, with support from UNICEF and other partners.   

 

Gender Equality   

 
Under the leadership of UNICEF, UNDP and UNOPS, 

the interagency gender group is developing a joint 

gender strategy for COVID-19 response. This strategy 

will support the Ministry of Social Affairs to mainstream 

gender in its response, with a focus on women’s/girls’ 

empowerment, and also to establish an SGBV sub-

cluster.  
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Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes  

UNICEF is actively involved in the revision of the Joint UN System Response Plan initiated this week. A Communication 

program that promotes continuity of health services in the context of COVID-19 is under development and will be 

broadcast over the media to encourage parents to seek health care despite COVID-19. In addition to supporting 

UNICEF’s advocacy for the release of children in detention in Conakry's central prison, with possible expansion to 

prisons in other parts of the country, the child protection programme component invests significant efforts in ensuring 

the continuity of the interoperability already established between health and civil registration services in Guinea. To 

address the low coverage of distance learning in some areas of the country, the Ministry of Education has initiated 

discussions with its partners to address the key bottlenecks facing this initiative.   

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships  

The funding gap as of 12 May 2020 was 

$17,935,108, i.e. 82% of the funding 

requirements. During the reporting period, the 

joint proposal by UNICEF- WFP- WHO on 

“Provision of support to the MOH to strengthen 

local capacity for better response to epidemics, 

Strengthening community engagement and 

improvement of poor and vulnerable people 

access to basic social services” was approved by 

the UNSG Multi-Partner Trust Fund for COVID-

19. The office has been selected by UNICEF 

Regional Office to be part of a multi-country 

proposal to the French COVID-19 Health in Common initiative. This proposal positions health as a gateway but 

integrates WASH, Nutrition, Birth Registration and Social Protection components. 

 

Funding Status*  

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funds Gap Gap % 

RCCE $800,000 $262,671  $537,329  67% 

WASH & Infection Prevention 
and Control  $1,280,000  $150,000  $1,130,000  88% 

Nutrition $3,085,000  $0  $3,085,000  100% 

Health $4,000,000  $3,092,495  $907,505  23% 

Child Protection $1,500,000  $0  $1,500,000  100% 

Education $6,824,274  $70,000  $6,754,274  99% 

Social Inclusion $2,170,000  $236,000  $1,934,000  89% 

Gender  $50,000  $0  $50,000  100% 

Monitoring & Evaluation  $60,000  $0  $60,000  100% 

Coordination & Technical 
support & Operational cost $1,977,000  $0  $1,977,000  100% 

Total  

 
$21,746,274  

 
$3,811,166  

 
$17,935,108  

 
82% 

 

 

Funds Available: 
$3,811,166 

Funds Gap: 
$17,935,108 

Funding status
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External Media  

UNICEF Guinea's Facebook, Twitter and Instagram are regularly updated with messages to raise awareness about 

good practices in the campaign against the coronavirus. As a result of COVID-19, the office was concerned about the 

continuity of care for children and following a report from the Institute of Child Nutrition and Health, three articles were 

produced and shared on social networks and on the most visited websites in the country. These articles aim to advocate 

for the continuity of basics services for children. 

 

COVID-19, Maria and Binta regain smiles after taking care of their children at INSE 

COVID-19, the Institute of Child Nutrition and Health has a continuity plan 

After losing his first child, despite COVID-19, Sitan decides, this time to avoid, the worst. 

 

The Office has also highlighted, in its monthly newsletter , the activities carried out in partnership with the Government 

of Guinea in the fight against COVID-19. This newsletter is shared regularly with the media, government partners, and 

donors.   

 

UNICEF Global COVID-19 Humanitarian Action for Children Appeal: https://www.unicef.org/appeals/covid-2019.html  

 

Next SitRep: 26 May 2020 
 

 

 

 

  

Who to contact for 

further information: 

Pierre Ngom  

Representative  

UNICEF Guinea 

Tel:   +224625000023 

Email:  pngom@unicef.org  

 

Moise Tounkara 

Emergency specialist,  

UNICEF Guinea 

Tel:+224622350218 

Email: motounkara@unicef.org    

Fatou Tandiang 

Communication specialist,  

UNICEF Guinea 

Tel:+224621088827 

Email: ftandiang@unicef.org  

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFGUINEE/
https://twitter.com/UNICEFGuinea
https://www.instagram.com/unicefguinea/
https://www.unicef.org/guinea/recits/covid-19-maria-et-binta-retrouvent-le-sourire-apr%C3%A8s-la-prise-en-charge-de-leurs-enfants-%C3%A0
https://www.unicef.org/guinea/recits/covid-19-linstitut-de-nutrition-et-de-sant%C3%A9-de-lenfant-se-dote-dun-plan-de-continuit%C3%A9
https://www.unicef.org/guinea/recits/apr%C3%A8s-avoir-perdu-son-premier-enfant-malgr%C3%A9-le-covid-19-sitan-d%C3%A9cide-cette-fois-d%C3%A9viter-le
https://mailchi.mp/3da0f0c75669/les-nouvelles-des-enfants-de-la-guine-1526120
https://www.unicef.org/appeals/covid-2019.html
mailto:pngom@unicef.org
mailto:motounkara@unicef.org
mailto:ftandiang@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 
UNICEF and IPs 

Response 

Sector 
2020 

target 
Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement    

Number of people trained/oriented to sensitize the community on COVID-19 prevention 

and control 
34,200 5,000 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 50,000 10,000 

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and access to 

services 
1,500,000 600,000 

WASH and IPC    

Number of COVID-19 health care facilities supported with minimum WASH package 10 1 

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and 
services 

150,000 0 

Health    

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers (women and men) 
provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

500 0 

Number of children (girls and boys) receiving essential health care including immunization 
with Penta 3 vaccine in UNICEF supported facilities 

45,000 12,569 

Nutrition    

Number of primary care givers (women and men) of children aged 0-23 months who received IYCF 

counselling through facilities and community platforms  
50,000 0 

Number of children (girls and boys) with severe acute malnutrition admitted for treatment 25,000 12,351 

Education   

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning courses 1,887,293 157, 820 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 prevention and control) 9,936 0 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of children without parental or family care receiving appropriate alternative care 

arrangements 
800 28 (all boys) 

Number of children, parents and primary care providers (women and men) receiving community 

mental health and psychosocial support  
5000 157 (61 girls) 

Number of UNICEF staff and partners (women and men) trained in GBV including SEA risk 

mitigation and survivor orientation  
300 22 (6 F, 16 M)  

Number of children and adults (women and men) who have access to a safe and accessible 

channel for reporting sexual exploitation and abuse 
10,000 22 (6 F, 16 M) 

Social Protection    

Evidence on socio-economic impact of COVID-19 in Guinea is available Yes No 

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-sector cash grant for 

basic needs 
3000 0 

Number of children (girls and boys) benefitting from humanitarian multi-sector cash 5000 0 

Gender   

Gender responsive and multisectoral strategy developed and implemented Yes No 

 

 

 


