
1 | P a g e  
 

Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

As of 19th June, The Gambia has recorded 36 confirmed cases of COVID 19, 11 active cases and 
1 death. 254 persons in quarantine and 2 probale cases. 70 percent of confiemed cases are located 
in urban areas in Western  Coast Region 1. 
 
80 service providers (including social workers, Red Cross Volunteers and nurses) from across all 
health regions benefitted from a two-day reorientation workshop on psychosocial first aid. 
 
13 communities in greater Banjul areas where reach through the mobile megaphone on social 
distancing and other preventive measures. 
 
UNICEF is working with the Minsitry of Basic and Secondary Education to ensure that schools are 
well  equipped to cater for the needs of teachers and student on resumption.  

The country office commemorated the Day of the African Child, highlighting the effect of COVID-19 
on child rights and access to justice

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

As of 19th June, The Gambia has recorded 36 confirmed 
cases of COVID 19, 11 active cases and 1 death. 254 persons 
in quarantine and 2 probale cases. 70 percent of confirmed 
cases are located in urban areas in Western  Coast Region 1. 
Districts in Upper River River are more predispose to 
importaing cases of COVID 19 from Senegal due to proximity.  

 
Health  
UNICEF finalized procurement of drugs and equipment 
including antibiotics, oral rehydration solution, cord clamps to 
support the implementation of integrated community case 
management.  The supplies will be used for the treatment of 
childhood illness and newborn care. There has been no 
reported stock out of medicines and supplies for treatment of 
childhood illness; there is a stock out of BOPV 
vaccine.  UNICEF is working with UNICEF regional office and 
supply division to ensure receipt of the vaccines.  The national 
continuity of services subcommittee is constituted, and a TOR 
developed.  This subcommittee will ensure the continuity of 
services during the COVID pandemic. 

 

WASH 

The two main activities have been supporting the Education 
sector to prepare WASH supplies (Hand washing stations, 
laundry soap, bleach and soap powder) for school reopening, 
and participation in the continuous logistics and safety 
coordination committee meeting.  
 
Country Office WASH supply support continues to benefit 
critical locations (including health facilities and border posts) 
in country and to date 14,427 people were reached with 
critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and 
services. 

 

Case Management  

With the addition of 11 new  cases detected this week, the 
total of 36 Cases have been detected in The Gambia to date; 
26 cases are from WCR1, 04 cases from  WCR2 , 02 cases 
each from CRR, URR and NBR; 27 cases are Gambian 
nationals, while remaining 9 are non-Gambians; 13 are female 
and 23 are male. 11 are under treatment, while 24 cases have 
been treated and discharged, one person (case 2) died. All 11 
under treatment cases are responding and are improving. 
Most new cases have history of travel to neighbouring country 
 
Ndeban phase 2 (treatment center) is still stalled awaiting 
approval for procurement of necessary items. 
The National Public Health Reference Lab has started 
operations. Currently They can manage to do 30 tests per 
day. Extra capacity is being made available. 
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Noted that cost borne by government at designated 
quarantine facilities is prohibitive and may be unsustainable  
Funding received for setting up treatment centres in other 
regions including at Essau (NBWR); Soma (LRR) and 
Bansang (CRR). UNICEF to support for adequate WASH 
facilities  
 

Nutrition 

The reviewed UN and Gambia government joint statement on 
Food Security and Nutrition in context of COVID-19 is has 
been shared with the National Nutrition Agency (NaNA), 
Ministry of Agriculture and Ministry of Health for their final 
review and endorsement. 

CO continues to attend virtual meetings on the development 
of the National COVID-19 response strategy. 

RCCE/C4D 

UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health with 15 
megaphones to facilitate engagement in public places and 
across the community. 
 
13 communities in greater Banjul areas where reach through 
the mobile megaphone on social distancing and other 
preventive measures. This is done in line with reopening of 
market opening hours as well as churches and mosques. 
 
UNICEF in collaboration with MoH and other sister agencies   
trained 21 security officers on COVID-19 with emphasis on 
rationale and role of the security sector in implementing the 
public health measures put in place, human rights norms and 
standards as well as child rights and protection issues in 
respect to COVID -19. 
 
UNICEF in collaboration with WHO, IOM conducted training 
for 53 (44 males and 9 females) health care workers, social 
workers and red cross volunteers on Mental Health 
Professionals Stress Scale (MHPSS) and on basic risk 
communication and community engagement principles in 3 
regions- Central River Region, Upper River Region, North 
Bank East and North Bank West Health Regions 
 
Plans are on the way to train 90 communities in the regions of 
Lower River Region, Upper River Region and Central River 
Region on interpersonal communication (IPC), Participatory 
Rural Appraisal (PRA), governance and development of 
Community Action Plan which included COVID–19 response 
at community level. Priorities will give to boarder communities 
because 90 percent recent new cases came from our 
neighbouring country. 
 
 

Education 
In preparation for re-opening of schools in the country, the 
Task force with the mandate is chaired by the National 
Coordinator for COVID 19.  The Response team met to 
review the pledges made for the support of the safe school  
framework. 
 
UNICEF has supported the coordination for the support 
towards the fumigation of the schools. The fumigation 
exercise has commenced. The private sector has been 
engaged to support the implementation of the safe school 
framework. 

Child protection 

Children in Prison 

At the remand home, bail has been granted to the remaining 
children. One child has been released to his parents from the 
prison.  We are left with 4 children for whom parent tracing is 
ongoing. 
 
At the prison, a child convicted of murder has not been 
released. UNICEF continues to work with Social Workers to 
provide psychosocial support and reintegration. 
 
 
Children coming from Senegal 

All the children returned from Senegal have tested negative to 
the Coronavirus.  
 
The 26 children who arrived last week are still at the 
quarantine center. Family tracing has started for them in the 
process of reunification.    
 
How, there is a group of 25 children currently being housed in 
the quarantine center and still don’t have a space to stay.  The 
Bakoteh shelter cannot accommodate all of them.  From initial 
information, the children are not willing to go back to Senegal 
and therefore cannot be forced to return.  We are working with 
the department of social welfare to have their families traced 
to facilitate reunification. 
 
 
Children national Assembly of the Gambia (CNAG) 
The CNAG conducted a series of events at the occasion of 
the Day of The African Child.  These included the delivery of 
a statement on Justice for Children, as well as several radio 
programs throughout the country.  They also used their social 
media platform to deliver messages to their peers.     

Social-Economic Recovery 

1000 vulnerable families with children under five were 
provided with food transfers. The cash transfer will follow at 
the end of June for a period of three months.  
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Second wave of cash transfers to 6000 mother and child pairs 
expected to begin before end June. 
 
UNICEF supported government to conduct the weekly 
national social protection coordination meeting. 
 
Supplies and Logistics 
The Gambia country office (CO) is currently processing the 
procurement of hygiene supplies and handwashing stations to 
support schools in ensuring handwashing and hygiene 
practices when schools reopen. These supplies are expected 
to be ready toward the end of June for distribution to the 
various schools in all regions within the country before school 
reopens. In addition, CO is procuring thermometers for the 
schools reopening following Phases to support resilient 
building.  
 
CO has also finalized the procurement of Ready to use 
therapeutic food (RUTF) for treatment of Severely Acutely 

Malnourished children (SAM). The supplies will be arriving in 
The Gambia by late July, early August. In the meantime, the 
implementation of programme continues with the available 
supplies.  

Human Resources  
Country Office continues to support staff to have a work life 
balance during this period and ensuring staff safety is of top 
priority.   Relevant support and up to date data of remote work 
arrangements are being handled and shared with all staff on 
a weekly basis. 
 
Staff recruitments are ongoing and webinars on HR 
emergency recruitments have been attended to provide clarity 
on the revised policy amid COVID-19. The recruitment of 3 
UNV positions (Communication for Development, and Health 
Emergency) to support the CO emergency response and 2 
regular staff posts are underway. 

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

On the 16th June, the country office joined the world in celebrating the Day of the African child. This year's theme was Access to a 
Child-Friendly Justice System in Africa." At the country level the commemoration was used to highlight the effect of COVID-19 on 
child rights and access to justice. Please see the external media below for more details. 

As part of the country office's advocacy efforts with policy makers, the bill on Births, Death and Marriage Registration will be presented 
to parliamentarians on 22nd June at a plenary. UNICEF is supporting the amendment to enable the development of a national Civil 
Registry and Vital Statistics (CRVS) system which will hopefully simplify the process of acquiring vital national documents such as 
the Birth Certificate which will in turn increase Birth Registration.  
 
 

Funding Overview and Partnerships  

The proposal to be submitted to the British High Commission has been finalised and will be communicated to the commission early 
next week. The proposal is targeted at provision of WASH infrastructures in 2 schools and 2 health facilities.   
 
UNs technical team (WHO, UNICEF, UNOPS, UNDP) was established to 
ensure timely and coordinated implementation of The UN COVID-19 
Response and Recovery Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF) Project launch 
ceremony is expected to be held on 20th June 2020. MPTF Project 
locations for the treatment centres were selected as Essau (North Bank) 
and Bansang, Soma (Central), and assessment will be conducted. 
UNOPS engineer and WHO focal point are currently discussing the 
specifications of treatment centers following WHO’s guidelines. 
 
The country office staff were part of the global staff who attended the 
webinar on Grant Management and Reporting in the light of COVID 19 
which took place this week.  
 
The country office in collaboration with the Office of the President and Ministry of Finance and Economic Affairs organized the review 
meeting covering January to June 2020, inviting implementing partners via Zoom on 17th June. Key achievement, challenges and 
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priorities are discussed including COVID19 results. It was agreed to hold a regular review meeting to accelerate programme 
implementation for 2020.  

External Media 

- Story on virtual townhall published on the website - 
https://www.unicef.org/gambia/stories/silent-voices-silent-
times 

- Press release on the Day of the African child was used to 
highlight the effect of COVID-19 on child rights and access to 
justice - https://www.unicef.org/gambia/press-
releases/unicef-calls-child-friendly-justice-system 

- Sandra’s statement also called for more children voices in the 
national discourse, including issues about COVID-19 - 
https://www.unicef.org/gambia/press-releases/statement-
sandra-lattouf-unicef-gambia-representative-day-african-
child-2020 

- Sandra also granted interview to The Fatu Network making 
case for better protection of children during COVID-19 - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IRPtwM2gOt4&t=1s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2- UNICEF Representatives speaking in relation to the Day 
of the African Child celebration 
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   
Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and 
access to services 

3,000,000 2,191,600 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 

200,000 73,186 
 
Community Engagement 
(12,038):   
- 2000 children  

(900 girls,1100 boys) 

- 10,038 adults  
(5784 women, 4254 men) 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking 
questions/clarifications for available support services to address their 
needs through established feedback mechanisms 

500,000 314,300 

WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including 
hygiene items) and services 

20,000 14,427 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers 
trained in Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

30 0 

   
Health   

Number of children receiving immunisation at UNICEF supported health 
facilities  

81,040 23,993 
(as of April 2020) 

   
Nutrition   
Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) 

3000 718 
(337 boys, 381 girls) 

   
Education    
Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 674,612 404,580 
Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 
prevention and control) 

350 0 

   
Child Protection and GBV    
Number of children without parental or family care provided with 
appropriate alternative care arrangements 

80 139 (all boys) 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 
community based mental health and psychosocial support 

300 429 people  
(180 children, 249 adults)  

   
Social Protection   
Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian 
multi-sector cash grant for basic needs 

7000 5951 
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Annex B 

Funding Status* 

Sector 
Funding 

requirements 
Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

Risk Communication and 
Community Engagement (RCCE) 

1,097,523 442,871 645,652 58.8 

Improve Infection and Prevention 
Control (IPC) and provide critical 
medical and water, sanitation and 
hygiene (WASH) supplies   

638,000 602,640 35,360 5.5 

Support the provision of continued 
access to essential health and 
nutrition services for women, 
children and vulnerable 
communities, including case 
management 

1,437,500 237,500 1,200,000 83.5 

Support access to continuous 
education, social protection, child 
protection and gender-based 
violence (GBV) services 

760,840 205,000 555,840 73.1 

Total 3,933,863 1,488,011 2, 436,852 62.0 

 
 
 


