
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

Within the reporting period, the number of confirmed cases COVID-19 increased by 

1044. The increase of positive cases is compounded by the spread of the virus 

through the country. As of May 16, five out of the nine provinces have recorded cases. 

While Libreville remain the major epicentre, Franceville which is the third main city 

has seen a dramatic multiplication of cases. The demography of positive cases 

remains irregular and incomplete. However, as of 08 May, 61 of 620 reported cases 

were children (28 girls and 33 boys). With additional 8 deaths recorded during the 

reporting period, there are somewhat, positive signs with 244 cases discharged. 

Since the confirmation of the first case, 6617 tests have been carried out (as of 14 

May), and the country is continuously increasing its testing capacity.   

 

On May 11, the Government lifted the state of emergency which was enforced since April 

10. In addition, the Government opted for the easing of Libreville and surrounding areas.  

However, the curfew is still in place as most of the restrictions to prevent the spread of 

the virus. In addition, key guidelines were issued for public places, these include 

mandatory wearing of face masks, strict handwashing and use of sanitizers, observance 

of physical distancing and ban on public gathering; ban of passenger flights (both national 

and international); ban of interprovincial commuters; schools are still closed.  

 

In addition to the existing preparedness and response coordination mechanisms, a 

Presidential Task Force has been created to provide strategic guidance and to accelerate 

the response to the COVID-19. Unlike, the existing structures, only a handful of partners 

and clusters are involved; UNICEF is co-leading the IPC cluster within the Presidential 

Task Force.  

 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health and HIV/AIDS  

UNICEF continues to work with the Government to 

provide critical PPE, drug and testing equipments to the 

overall response, and to the protection of frontline 

health workers. Given the significant burden the health 

personal is facing, a need assessment of PPE was 

conducted with collaboration from UNFPA.  

UNICEF is working collaboratively with UNAIDS to 

support Civil Society Organizations to ensure the 

continuity of services for People Living with HIV/AIDS 

(PLHIV) and to reduce the burden of the COVID-19 on 

HIV/AIDS services, including access to treatment and 

PMTCT.  

 

WASH/IPC  
As a co-lead of IPC working group, UNICEF continues 

to provide technical support and financial assistance to 

national partners to increase water and sanitation 

services, and other preventive measures. UNICEF’s 

support to the Municipality of Libreville includes the 

installation of temporary handwashing stations in 8 

suburban areas hosting 100,000 inhabitants who live in 

impoverished and hard to reach places. In addition, the 

sanitation and disinfection’s unit of the Municipality 

received additional capacities from UNICEF to carry out 

cleaning, desinfection activities in public spaces 

including public markets, bus stations, transit centres.  

Futhermore, UNICEF is supporting the Municipality 

women social centre through equipment which will 

enable 50 women to produce face masks to be 

distributed freely to the needy populations.  

RCCE/C4D 

UNICEF continues to strengthen its RCCE portfolio in 

line with the Government strategy. Within the reporting 

period, the number of child rights themes  relation to the 

COVID-19 broadcasted through radios increased. 

Weekly programme on the national radio (RTG) with a 

consortium of seven local NGOs supported by UNICEF 

continued to be aired with and increasing outreach due 

to the translation of jingles in local languages. A TV spot 

with messages in different languages featuring key 

aspects of child rights and the call for the continuity of 

demand and supply of services has further increased 

the outreach. With respect to the coverage and timing 

of the broadcast on the national radio and televion, 

UNICEF    finalized the partnership agreement with a 

network of community radio (ARCEG) with outreach in 

8 provinces. Over the next three months, this 

partnership will help broadcasting weekly interactive 

programmes, hundreds of radio spots, and to engage 
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local authorities and key influencers in the fight against 

COVID-19, the promotion of child rights, KRCs, the 

continuity of demand and access to services.  

Through the agreement with the Municipality of 

Libreville, large billboards featuring key prevention 

messages and child rights will be placed in the most 

visible places in Libreville. In addition, the municipal 

radio and television will host a series of programmes 

tareting a larger audience and ensuring that “children 

are not the hidden victims of the COVID-19 pandemic”   

Education 

UNICEF has continued working with UNESCO, AFD 

and OIF to provide technical and financial assistance to 

the Ministry of Education for stepping up home-based 

learning. TV and radio learning programmes has started 

for primary and secondary school children preparing for 

national examination. However, these programmes are 

leaving children in remote areas with no access. In 

reaction to this UNICEF assisted the Ministry of 

Education in developing and implementing a tutoring 

programme for 18,000 of the 43,500 children in the final 

year of primary school. This offline remote learning 

model consist in supporting the design and distribution 

of printed material for students to learn at home and 

being occasionaly supported by a network of tutors 

made of selected school teachers. This strategy  

ensures that children in 21 school districts will have 

equal access to learning and opportunity for the national 

examination. In addition to this support, UNICEF is 

assisting the Ministry of Education in producing a 

specific curricula and learning material for distance and 

home-based learning. As of date, no decision is made 

on the reopening of the schools; there are moves that 

indicate to the revision of the school year calendar, and 

to accommodate the forthcoming national 

examinations.  

Child protection 

With respect to significant number of positive cases and 

deaths recorded amongst health personal directly 

involved in the COVID-19 response, and dysfunctions 

noted in Maternal, Neonatal, Child and Adolescent 

(MNCAH) services, UNICEF increased focus on mental 

health. A partnership agreement with IFRC (Croix 

Rouge Gabonaise) and a group of psychologists is 

meant to provide psycho-social and post-trauma 

support to healthcare workers providing frontline 

services, including MNCAH, as well as young people 

and other vulnerable groups affected by the COVID-19. 

 

The collaboration with the Ministry of the Justice and the 

Ministry in charge of social and women affairs has 

reached an important milestone with the attribution of a 

free-toll number (Child Help Line) for the management 

and referral of cases of Violence against children (VAC) 

and Gender Based Violence. UNICEF is providing 

assistance to equip the call centre and to activate the 

helpline; discussion with UNFPA are ongoing in order to 

include guidelines and prepare staff to handle and 

provide referral services for GBV.  

 

UNICEF Child Protection programme and partners 

have step up public outreach on what needs to be done 

for the continuity of protective services which include 

birth registration, juvenile justice, prevention of VAC and 

GBV, psycho-social support and mental health, family 

tracing and reunification of non accompagnied childen. 

Continuous effort are ongoing for the release of children 

in detention, as well as, provisional measures on birth 

registration.      

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

With reference to declining trends in immunization prior to the COVID-19, UNICEF CO is working closely with health 

authorities in five districts will the lowest coverage to increase the performance. While waiting for the elaboration of 

district level micro-plans, actions have been taken to secure funds and strengthen the cold chain. Other interventions 

that can be performed remotely are carried on.  

 

UNICEF is the co-leading agency for the UN Joint Programme SDG Funds for Social Protection. In that capacity, the 

Country Office has led the Participating UN organizations (PUNOs) to re-purpose 20% of their funding for the COVID-

19 response. Over the next three months, priority will be given interventions with greater synergy between PUNOs. 

These include: (a) Monitor, support and uphold the continuity of services. The JP will ensure the hard to reach population 

and other vulnerable groups including People living With HIV Aids (PLWHA), lactating and pregnant mothers, children 

have continuous access to treatment, care, vaccination, birth registration and GBV services; (b) Advocacy for provisional 

measures for Birth Registration. UNICEF will commit part of the funding received to strengthen advocacy, awareness-

raising and other interventions to ensure the continuity of civil registration services both at the municipal level and 

maternity boardrooms as well.  



Funding Overview and Partnerships 

During the reporting period, the Swedish International Development Cooperation 

Agency, the Global Thematic Funds for Education, and the Global Funds for 

Tuberculosis, Malaria and HIV-AIDS, contributed to UNICEF Gabon COVID-19 

response plan. The requirements of the response plan amount to USD 750K, out of 

which USD 200K have available.  

 

External Media 

UNICEF Country sponsored a radio programme featuring leading local NGOs on 
the effect of COVID-19 on child rights.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

For more information contact:   

Donatien Tameko  

Representative, a.i  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel:   +24174964946 

Email: dtameko@unicef.org  

 

Brahim Ould Isselmou 

Communication Specialist  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel: +24162480907 

Email: bouldisselmou@unicef.org 

Michel Ikamba 

OIC Deputy Representative,  

UNICEF Gabon 

Tel: +24177502370 

Email: mikamba@unicef.org 

* Funds available includes funding 

received against current appeal as well 

as carry-forward from previous year. 

Funds 
available

$200K

Funding gap
$750K

Funding status



 

 

Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 

and access to services 

700,000 200,000 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE ACTIONS 200 20 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/ clarifications 
for available support services to address their needs through established 
feedback mechanisms 

2,000 100 

WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 

items) and services 
70,000 3,500 

Health   

Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities 

provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
300 - 

Nutrition   

- - - 

Education    

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning  345,073 43,500 

Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 

prevention and control)  
500 - 

Child Protection and GBV    

Number of children without parental or family care provided with appropriate 

alternative care arrangements 
1,000 520 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 

community 

based mental health and psychosocial support3 

10,000 200 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible 

channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 
300 190 

Number of UNICEF personnel and partners that have completed training on 
GBV risk mitigation and referrals for survivors 

50 50 

Social Protection   

Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian multi-
sector cash grant for basic needs  

- - 

 

  



Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 

Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 

C4D / RCCE 150,000 40,000 110,000 73% 

WASH & IPC 100,000 10,000 90,000 90% 

Health 70,000  70,000 100% 

Child Protection 110,000 50,000 60,000 55% 

Education 180,000 70,000 110,000 61% 

HIV/AIDS 40,000 30,000 10,000 25% 

Technical Support, Operational Cost, 

Coordination, M&E 
100,000 - - 100% 

Total 750,000 200,000 550,000 73% 

 

 


