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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  

With 2,231 COVID-19 confirmed cases and 29 deaths, Côte d’Ivoire is still recording a 

low lethality rate of 1.2% (lethality rate is 1.6% among men and 0.6% among women). 

The management capacities are increasing with 793 hospital beds for COVID-19 case 

management, 76 of which are beds in the reanimation department. It is to be noted that 

very few beds have been/are being occupied since most COVID-19 cases are minor and 

don’t require any hospitalisation (the average age of people infected is 31 years old).  

After four weeks without new cases reported outside the greater Abidjan area, new cases 

have recently been recorded outside the capital, in Aboisso and Bouake. With the 

reopening of schools in the interior of the country and over 20,000 people who are 

currently travelling from Abidjan to the interior of the country, this situation will have to be 

monitored closely.  

• On Monday, 18 May 2020, more than 21,000 schools and training institutes in the 
interior of the country reopened with restrictive measures in place to avoid spreading 
COVID-19. About 4.9 million students will be able to go back to school. 

• To date, the courses broadcasted over radio and television have potentially reached 
over 837,000 children, while the website has received more than 1.6 million visits. 

• With UNICEF’s support, since March 2020, 2,176 children aged from 6 to 59 months 
old suffering from acute malnutrition were treated and 141,148 pregnant and lactating 
women were reached with messages on breastfeeding in the context of COVID-19. 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

Health  

UNICEF, WHO and CDC/USAID have been continuing 
their IPC activities, providing 113 health centres (101 
Primary Health Care and 12 Regional Hospitals) with 
2,877 posters on standard IPC. UNICEF and its 
partners also finalized the IPC evaluation in five testing 
sites out of the six currently opened in Abidjan. The two 
organizations completed IPC evaluations in 101 (94%) 
of the planned 107 public health facilities. The 
remaining health facilities are not currently accessible. 
UNICEF, WHO and FAO have also completed IPC 
evaluation in all 13 UN agencies.  

Thanks to the accelerated delivery of online training 
modules through two duplicate training platforms, the 
training of health workers was completed on 19 May 
2020. A total of 9,733 health care providers were trained 
out of the targeted 10,000 (97.3%). The health workers 
came from 113 health districts out of the targeted 113 
(100%). UNICEF will start training its targeted 2,123 
Community Health Workers next week.  

 

WASH  

UNICEF continued distributing hygiene kits in Abidjan 

and in the interior of the country for the benefit of 697 

additional vulnerable households with over 3,485 

people. Awareness-raising activities on handwashing 

and other COVID-19 preventive practices through door 

to door and focus groups have intensified through the 

direct intervention of UNICEF IPs in 14 localities for the 

benefit of over 4,248 women and 4,547 men.  

The distribution plan was validated by UNICEF’s 

governmental partners at the regional level to support 

the reopening of schools in Korhogo. Two hundred 

primary schools were identified to benefit from 

handwashing devices and soap distribution as part of 

the implementation of the national health and safety 

protocol in schools. The second delivery of hygiene 

products for the benefit of health centres in the interior 

of the country was routed to UNICEF’s warehouses in 

Man and Korhogo.  

 

RCCE/C4D 

Following the launch of the Multi-Religious Faith-in-

Action Initiative, an action plan for places of worship and 

proximity actions is currently being implemented in the 

greater Abidjan area. 

UNICEF continued its COVID-19 awareness campaign 

with a cumulative total reach of over 315 million hits, 

including a 38 million reach on traditional media (TV, 

radio and print), 24 million by SMS, 1.4 million reach on 

social media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn) 

and 112,787 consultations of the U-Report coronavirus 

information centre this week.  

In terms of engagement, UNICEF’s campaign has 

generated a cumulative total of 705,378 engagements 

(likes, comments, shares) on UNICEF and U-Report’s 

social media platforms. The total number of people 

engaged in COVID-19 actions to date is 411,245, 
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including young reporters, young bloggers, Voix des 

jeunes, journalists, U-Report communities, religious 

leaders and people giving their opinion through U-

Report polls. 

 

Education  

As the sector lead, UNICEF hosted meetings with the 

ministries of Health and Education to discuss the 

Administrative, Pedagogic and Health protocols relative 

to the reopening of schools. Clarification on the types of 

masks that should be worn and who should wear them 

for instance is awaited from parents. Indeed, field 

missions revealed that the population remains anxious, 

rumours and false information are circulating, and some 

parents are reticent to send their kids back to school, in 

particular in the north of the country, where attendance 

rates are already the lowest. 

 

UNICEF is also supporting the Ministry of Education to 

sharpen the strategic focus and content of the distance-

learning programme “Mon école à la maison”, so that it 

can be integrated as an essential component of the 

national curriculum. This includes the implementation of 

a real-time monitoring system involving communities 

and young people through U-Report. To date, the 

courses broadcasted over television have potentially 

reached over 839,000 children, while the website has 

received more than 1.6 million visits, the majority being 

from people interested in resources for secondary 

education. 

 

Nutrition 

UNICEF supported the continuity of nutrition services 

through the provision of supplies and anthropometric 

equipment (particularly MUAC), technical assistance for 

implementation and monitoring of nutrition-specific 

interventions. As a result, since March 2020, 2,176 

children between the ages of 6 and 59 months old who 

suffer from acute malnutrition were treated and 141,148 

pregnant and lactating women were reached with 

messages on breastfeeding in the context of COVID-19 

through the health system at the community level. 

 

 

Child Protection  

UNICEF delivered food to children in prison (48 boys 

and 2 girls).  

134 children living on the streets have been identified. 

They have since received life skills training and drama 

therapy.  

With support from UNFPA and UNICEF, a new software 

was installed for the children’s helpline “116” to enable 

better call and referral management during COVID-19.  

UNICEF is developing a communication strategy with 

the Ministry of Territorial Administration and 

Decentralization on birth registration during COVID-19 

and the implementation of the new “Special Law” for 

civil registration of November 2018. The strategy aims 

to encourage parents to keep registering their kids at 

birth within the legal delay in health centres and civil 

registration centres. It also aims to regularise the 

situation of children and make sure parents know how 

to use the Special Law. 

 

Social protection  

The Acting Prime Minister handed over the first cheques 

to the first wave of beneficiaries of the support fund for 

actors in the informal sector. A total of 1,250 actors from 

the informal economy will receive a grant amounting to 

CFA 300 million. Women will represent 58% of the 

beneficiaries and more than half of the beneficiaries 

come from the interior of the country. In addition, the 

National Solidary Fund was replenished with CFA 2,250 

billion for 45,000 beneficiaries of unconditional cash 

transfers in Greater Abidjan and surrounding regions. 

 

HIV & Adolescents  

In Agboville, UNICEF’s IP DDECI, in partnership with 

the Regional Directorate of Health, trained 20 peer 

educators aged 19 to 24 on stigmatisation and hate 

speech prevention relative to the COVID-19 crisis. The 

peer educators trained in Abobo, Divo, Katiola and 

Gagnoa reached 3,912 young people aged 15 to 24. A 

webinar organized by UNICEF’s IP BABYLAB on how 

to cope in times of crisis reached 1,913 teenagers and 

young people aged 15 to 24. 

 

Supply & Logistics  

UNICEF is providing logistics support to the New Public Health Pharmacy relative to the distribution of 51.6 million 

masks to health workers, public servants and vulnerable people. 

On Sunday, 17 May 2020, thanks to a special charter flight, UNICEF, together with SD, WCARO and the CO, delivered 

1,134,000 doses of BOPV vaccines, 914,000 doses of Men A and 873,000 doses of Penta.  

In the interior of the country, UNICEF continues to support the delivery of supplies for health, nutrition, HIV and WASH. 

UNICEF procured and delivered a total of 4,790,000 hydro-alcoholic gel bottles, 1,870 medical gowns and 5,300 pairs 

of gloves in the northern and western regions of the country. UNICEF’s supplies have been received in Accra and now 

need to be routed to Abidjan. Because the delivery of supplies by road has proven difficult, UNICEF arranged for DHL 

to deliver them by plane from Accra to Abidjan through Lagos. UNICEF awaits confirmation from WCARO and DHL. 
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Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes  

Thanks to UNICEF’s advocacy efforts, the Ministry of Health renewed its commitment to buy vaccines through UNICEF 

SD. This is an one-time decision in order to prevent vaccine stock-out at central level.   

To contribute to the achievement of KRC #8, programmatic visits to implementing partners working to promote the end 

of Open Defecation have been ramped up in the northern and western regions. This work was combined with hygiene 

promotion activities, especially handwashing practices.  

UNICEF’s research on the impact of COVID-19 in children, adolescents, youth and women is ongoing. After eight days 

of data collection, a total of 320 semi-structured interviews were conducted with a diversity of actors to capture their 

insights about COVID-19 and its related impacts on children and women.   

After having been suspended for two months due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the data collection phase of the multi-

county evaluation of WASH programmes in Sierra Leone and Côte d’Ivoire has started with the interview of 

key informants in Côte d’Ivoire.  

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships 

Out of the USD 12 million programmatic budget need for UNICEF’s COVID-19 Multisectoral 
Response Plan, USD 4 million (33%) have already been mobilised. This includes the 
reallocation of a portion of existing grants from C2D-AFD and Canada as well as 
incremental funding from DGIS, DFID, GPE and USAID. Positive progress has been 
registered in the negotiations for the reprogramming of other resources with KOICA and for 
the mobilisation of incremental funding from Canada, India, PBF, World Bank, USAID and 
Japan, amounting approximately to USD 6.25 million (52% of the funds needed).   
 

External Media 

All photos and videos are available here: https://weshare.unicef.org/Folder/2AM408X0E416. 

All graphic design content is available here: https://bit.ly/39eynLd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, contact:   

Marc VINCENT 

Representative 

UNICEF Côte d'Ivoire 

 (+225) 04 80 89 44 

Email: mvincent@unicef.org 

Sophie LEONARD 

Deputy Representative and 

Emergency coordinator 

UNICEF Côte d'Ivoire 

 (+225) 04 27 83 94 

Email: sleonard@unicef.org 

Bruno AHOLOUKPE 

COVID-19 Team lead 

UNICEF Côte d'Ivoire 

 (+225) 04 13 83 16 

Email: baholoukpe@unicef.org 

Funds 
available

$4M

Funding gap
$7.9M

Funding status

https://weshare.unicef.org/Folder/2AM408X0E416
https://bit.ly/39eynLd
mailto:mvincent@unicef.org
mailto:sleonard@unicef.org
mailto:baholoukpe@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 
 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)   

RCCE 1: Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and 

access to services. 

14,000,0001 14,000,000 

RCCE 2: Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions. 500,000   411,245 

RCCE 3: Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for 

available support services to address their needs through established feedback mechanisms. 
2,000,000   1,360,707 

Provision of critical medical and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 

supplies and improving Infection and Prevention Control (IPC) 
  

IPC 1: Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and 

services. 

100,000 21,1552 

 

IPC 2: Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities provided with 

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). 

3,513  

(HF staff: 1,390 + 

CHWs: 2,123) 

0 

IPC 3: Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in Infection 

Prevention and Control (IPC). 

12,123 

(HF staff: 10,000 + 

CHWs: 2,123) 

9,733 (HF) 

 

Continuity of Care for women and children   

Continuity of Health Care 1: Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and 

appropriate management of COVID-19 cases. 

HF staff: 12,123 9,733 

Continuity of Health Care 2: Number of children & women receiving essential healthcare, 

including prenatal, delivery and postnatal care, essential new-born care, immunization, 

treatment of childhood illnesses and HIV care in UNICEF supported facilities. 

389,050  

Children: 325,617 + 

Women: 63,456 

N/A 

Continuity of Health Care 3: Number of caregivers of children aged 0-23 months reached with 

messages aiming to protect breastfeeding in the context of COVID-19 through national 

communication campaigns. 

1,200,000  

 

141,148 

Continuity of Health Care 4: Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe 

acute malnutrition (SAM).  

33,000 2,176 

Access to continuous education, child protection and GBV services   

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 1: Number of children supported with 

distance/home-based learning. 

1,247,097 839,9353 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 2: Number of schools implementing safe 

school protocols.  

1,000 0 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 3: Number of children without parental or 

family care provided with appropriate alternative care arrangements. 

500 

 

334 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV S. 4: Number of children, parents and primary 

caregivers provided with community based mental health and psychosocial support. 

100,000 

 

6,880 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 5: Number of UNICEF personnel & partners 

that have completed training on GBV risk mitigation & referrals for survivors, including for 

PSEA. 

50  20 

Social Protection   

Social Protection 1: Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian 

multi-sector cash grant for basic needs. 

2,000 0 

Social Protection 2: Number of households benefitting from new or additional social 

assistance measures provided by governments to respond to COVID-19 with UNICEF 

support 

200,000 177,000 

  

 

 

 
1: Target and results have been revised with HQ. The results indicate the number of people reached by SMS. 
2: 5,266 boys, 4,793 girls, 5,737 adult women and 5,359 adult men. 
3: 0 children in pre-primary school, 391,022 in primary school and 448,913 in secondary school. 



5 

 

 

Annex B 

Funding Status   
 

Sector Funding requirements ($) Funds available ($) Funding gap ($) Gap (%) 

C4D / RCCE 600,000  212,000  388,000  65% 

WASH & IPC 3,000,000  1,844,210 1,155,790  39% 

Nutrition  500,000  516,900  - 0% 

Health 7,053,000  989,200  6,063,800  86% 

Child Protection 410,000  200,000  210,000  51% 

Education 1,000,000  493,000  507,000  49% 

HIV/AIDS -  - - - 

Total            12,563,000  4,255,310 8,324,590 66.3% 

 


