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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs  
Over the last two weeks, COVID-19 cases have doubled, and Côte d’Ivoire has now 
passed the 6000 cases mark. The COVID-19 pandemic has spread to 24 districts across 
the country. Out of the 6,063 confirmed COVID-19 cases, 62% are male and 38% female, 
2,749 people (45.7%) have recovered, 3,266 cases (53.9%) remain active and 48 people 
(0.8%) have died.  

 UNICEF, WHO and IRC supported the distribution of kits to all of the 400 new contact 
tracing teams to reinforce the contact tracing capacity of their respective health 
districts. Due to the increase in the number of COVID-19 cases, UNICEF will support 
the training of 100 additional contact tracing teams to bring the total number to 500.  

 The preliminary findings of UNICEF’s study on the consequences of COVID-19 on 
children and women were shared during a meeting chaired by the Director General 
of the National Ministry of Planning. This was an opportunity to highlight the social 
dimension of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 The Ivorian Red Cross, UNICEF’s implementing partner, conducted a rapid 
assessment of the impact of the floods caused by last weekend’s torrential rains in 
Abidjan. It estimated that 600 households were affected. It is distributing hygiene kits 
and impregnated mosquito nets to the affected vulnerable households. 

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 Response  

Health  

UNICEF began its process to train Community Health 
Workers (CHWs) using the online training platform 
hosted with the National Institute for Public Health. The 
first step of this process has been completed with the 
master training (training of trainers) in the 24 UNICEF-
supported health districts. 450 health workers were 
trained last week and 2,123 CHWs are currently being 
trained in surveillance, detection of suspect cases and 
contact tracing. The CHWs will also disseminate 
messages on nutrition in the COVID-19 context and 
help screen malnutrition. 

Regarding contact tracing in Abidjan, UNICEF, WHO 
and IRC supported the distribution of kits to all the 400 
new contact tracing teams to reinforce the capacity of 
their respective health districts. Due to the increase in 
the number of COVID-19 cases, UNICEF will support 
the training of an additional 100 contact tracing teams 
to bring the total number to 500. They will also be 
equipped with adequate kits which include a bag, 
Personal Protective Equipment, hygiene equipment and 
tools to measure temperature, collect data and monitor 
cases. 

The Ministry of Public Health, WHO, UNICEF and some 
of the main actors of the health sector are currently 
conducting a joint assessment of the response capacity 
of health districts outside of Abidjan. A WASH 
evaluation is integrated in the joint assessment. The 
joint assessment will inform an action plan to reinforce 

the preparedness and response capacity of health 
districts in the interior of the country. 

 

WASH  

In order to ramp up awareness-raising efforts and 
reduce the spread of COVID-19, a video on 
handwashing was produced in collaboration with a 
renowned artist. The video promotes prevention 
measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19 and other 
infectious diseases during the rainy season. The video 
also stresses the importance of continuing to use health 
care services. Contracts with the main TV channels 
(Canal+ and RTI) were signed and a broadcasting plan 
is currently being developed. 

From 12 to 14 June 2020, heavy rains caused floods, 
especially in the Abobo and Cocody districts. The 
Ivorian Red Cross estimates that 600 households were 
affected by the floods. UNICEF, through the Ivorian Red 
Cross, is currently distributing hygiene kits and 
impregnated mosquito nets to the affected vulnerable 
households. During the rainy season, it will be important 
to reinforce hygiene awareness-raising messages, 
especially in the COVID-19 context. 
 

RCCE/C4D 

UNICEF continued its COVID-19 awareness campaign 
with a cumulative total reach of over 309 million hits, 
including a 9 million reach on traditional media (TV, 
radio and print), 173,000 reach on social 
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media (Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, LinkedIn) 
and 43,000 consultations of the U-Report coronavirus 
information centre this week.     

UNICEF’s campaign has generated a cumulative total 
of 863,775 engagements (likes, comments, shares) on 
UNICEF and U-Report’s social media platforms. To 
date, a total of 477,738 people engaged in COVID-19 
related actions. This includes young reporters, young 
bloggers, Voix des jeunes, journalists, U-Report 
communities, religious leaders and people giving their 
opinion through U-Report polls.  

The National Institute for Public Hygiene, with 
UNICEF’s support, built the capacity of 46 journalists 
and community facilitators who speak local languages. 
The training covered COVID-19 prevention measures 
and stressed the importance of continuity of services 
(health, nutrition, immunisation, education, etc.).  

 
Education  

The Ministry of Education has taken a cautious 
approach to the reopening of schools by prioritising 
examination classes since most schools don’t have 
enough space to receive all students. The school year 
will be extended until 14 August 2020 and distance 
learning will continue for intermediate classes of lower 
secondary education. 

A back-to-school U-Report poll was sent out to young 
people. More than 67,000 people responded to the poll 
and 44% said that they were not back in school. 43% of 
them said that their class did not start again even 
though schools are officially open.   

Thanks to UNICEF, all 36 Regional Education 
Directorates (DREN) and six Education Departments 
have been equipped with ICT equipment to enable 
virtual meetings and facilitate the launch of the back-to-
school survey. 

 

Nutrition 

UNICEF supported the production of a radio 
programme on nutrition in the COVID-19 context and 
programmes featuring expert interviews which will be 
broadcasted by 150 community radio stations across 
the country. In addition to radio programmes, UNICEF 
supported the dissemination of nutrition messages 
through an SMS-based platform and the production of 
communication tools.  

Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, in collaboration with 
the Ministry of Health and partners, UNICEF decided to 
support the organisation of the Child Health Days 
(CHDs). This campaign will be implemented by the end 
of June 2020 and will take great care to respect social 
distancing and other COVID-19 prevention measures. 
The campaign will combine Vitamin A Supplementation 
and Deworming (VAS-D) activities in 72 health districts 

and acute malnutrition screening in 24 health districts. 
UNICEF supported an online training on safe campaign 
implementation in the context of COVID-19, focusing on 
social distancing measures and other COVID-19 
prevention measures.  

SBAs have been signed with national NGOs (the Ivorian 
Red Cross, ASAPSU, Caritas-Man) to promote good 
nutritional practices and monitor the continuity of 
nutrition activities (acute malnutrition screening and 
treatment, promotion of optimal Infant and Young Child 
Feeding practices, VAS-D) in communities and health 
structures in Abidjan and in the Western and Northern 
parts of the country. 

 

Child Protection  

This week, 24 new children living on the streets were 
assisted, bringing the total to 204, including 15 girls. Out 
of this total, 10 children have been reunited with their 
families and 30 are being cared for by the National 
Office of Civic Service. The remaining 164 children are 
currently being hosted in temporary accommodation 
and supported by UNICEF.   

UNICEF supported the production of a short video by 
the Director of Child Protection on managing family 
stress and preventing violence at home. Nearly 81,000 
people have viewed this video on UNICEF’s Facebook 
page.  

As part of the COVID-19 response, UNICEF leads the 
Child Protection Coordination Group. This group helps 
to coordinate actions and avoid duplication in field 
interventions. In this context, UNICEF provided training 
for 42 group members, including 13 women on 
protection against sexual exploitation and abuse 
(PSEA) and gender-based violence (GBV) risks. In 
addition, UNICEF trained 13 implementing partners, 
including six women, on PSEA.  

 

Social Protection  

The Ministry of Solidarity’s Solidarity Fund continued to 
provide cash transfers for more than 70,000 households 
affected by COVID-19 in the Greater Abidjan area. This 
is the third month of payment. According to the 
governmental decision, after three months of 
assistance, the Solidarity Fund will review its selection 
criteria to benefit from a 25,000 CFA monthly payment. 
It will also extend payments to other regions and 
affected households. Development partners are 
advocating for the selection criteria to take into account 
the results of various recent studies on the impacts of 
COVID-19 on the population. 

 
HIV & Adolescents  

In partnership with the NGO CAVOQUIVA, the 
Directorate of Youth Protection trained 40 young girls 
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living in the streets aged 16 to 19 years old in life skills, 
education for peace, civics and social cohesion.  

In partnership with the Directorate of Youth Protection, 
320 peer educators were trained on the prevention of 
stigma and fake news in the COVID-19 context. The 
training reached 2,287 teenagers and young people. 

Awareness-raising activities on COVID-19, HIV and STI 
prevention and testing were carried out through social 
media in four districts of Abidjan. These activities 
reached a total of 3,017 young people aged 10 to 24. 
UNICEF raised the awareness of 2,224 young girls 
were sensitised on the management of menstrual 
hygiene. In addition, 30 adolescents and young people 
were counselled and screened for HIV.

 

Supply and Logistics  
Ten oxygen concentrators were received and were handed over to the Ministry of Health and Public Hygiene along with 
just over 120,000 FF2/N95 masks and other protective equipment for healthcare professionals. UNICEF is also awaiting 
the delivery of 15 additional oxygen concentrators and 120,000 FF2/N95 additional masks. 
 

Human Resources  
In collaboration with UNDSS and the One UN System, UNICEF organised two training sessions on stress management 
in the COVID-19 context. 37 and 14 staff members were trained on 11 May and 10 June 2020 respectively, for a total 
of 51 staff members. 
 

Adaptations to Ongoing UNICEF Programmes  
The preliminary findings of UNICEF’s study on the consequences of COVID-19 on children and women were shared 
during a meeting chaired by the Director General of the National Ministry of Planning. This was an opportunity to highlight 
the social dimension of the COVID-19 pandemic, with a specific focus on the enhanced vulnerability of poor families, 
the challenges faced in ensuring the continuity of social services and the difference of coping strategies developed by 
women compared to men, adolescents and young people and the elderly. One of the main preliminary findings of the 
study is related to the community perceptions of the pandemic and the need for UNICEF and partners to redesign their 
communication strategy in order to reinforce the preventive measures and the trust in the social services.   

Similar to the WHO study's results, the preliminary findings of UNICEF’s study noted that the population is reticent to 
vaccinate their children because they fear being infected by COVID-19 in health facilities. UNICEF, in collaboration with 
WHO and the Ministry of Health, organised a live chat to fight fake news and promote accurate information on 
vaccination. The Ministry of Health, with UNICEF’s support, made masks available to health personnel and organised 
public information activities to promote accurate information and raise the population’s awareness of the importance of 
vaccinating their children. The number of children who received the Penta 3 vaccine dropped from 73,458 in January 
2020 to 62,552 in April 2020. Similarly, the number of children who were vaccinated against measles and rubella 
dropped from 73,215 in January 2020 to 57,068 in April 2020. Therefore, 10,907 children did not receive the Penta 3 
vaccine and 16,147 children were not vaccinated against measles and rubella.  

Since January 2020, 7 new cases of poliomyelitis (VDPV2c) were recorded in humans, bringing the total to 8. In addition, 
24 environmental cases were recorded, bringing the total to 28. UNICEF also plans to run another poll on vaccination 
and to update the polio vaccination response plan with the Technical Advisory Group. 

UNICEF and the Forum of NGOs and Associations Supporting Children in Need in Côte d'Ivoire organised a panel 
discussion on public finance in Abidjan. The panel gathered girls and boys, including those with handicaps, 
representatives of the Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Regional Development, the Ministry of Youth, the Youth 
Labour Agency and U-Reporters for a frank and open discussion on how the youth can be more involved in the 
development of their communities and city, as well as the creation of more labour and participation opportunities for 
adolescent and youth, including in the context of COVID-19. 

UNICEF continues to support the birth registration mechanism in health facilities. In collaboration with U-Reporters, 
UNICEF organised awareness-raising activities to encourage women to continue registering their babies. 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships  
Out of the USD 14.8 million programmatic budget needed for 
UNICEF’s COVID-19 Multisectoral Response Plan, USD 9.7 
million (66%) has already been mobilised. The mobilised 
amount is a combination of reprogrammed funds (26%) and 
new funding from governments and private donors. UNICEF 
is waiting for the confirmation of incremental funding from 
National Committees (NatCom), international financial 
institutions and institutional donors (16%). There is currently 
a funding gap of USD 2.6 million (18%). 
 

External Media 

All photos and videos are available here: https://weshare.unicef.org/Folder/2AM408X0E416. 
All graphic design content is available here: https://bit.ly/39eynLd. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For more information, contact: 

Marc VINCENT 

Representative 

 

UNICEF Côte d'Ivoire 

(+225) 04 80 89 44 
Email: mvincent@unicef.org  

Sophie LEONARD 

Deputy Representative and 

Emergency Coordinator 

UNICEF Côte d'Ivoire 

(+225) 04 27 83 94 
Email: sleonard@unicef.org   

Bruno AHOLOUKPE 

COVID-19 Team Lead 

 

UNICEF Côte d'Ivoire 

(+225) 04 13 83 16 
Email: baholoukpe@unicef.org 

Funding status
New funds $5.9M (40%)

Reprogrammed funds $3.9M
(26%)

Gap $2.6M (18%)

Under negotiation $2.4M
(16%)
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Annex A 
Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 
Sector 2020 target Total results* 
Risk Communication and Community Engagement (RCCE)   
RCCE 1: Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and 
access to services. 

14,000,0001 14,000,000 

RCCE 2: Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions. 500,000   477,738 

RCCE 3: Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for 
available support services to address their needs through established feedback mechanisms. 

2,000,000   1,360,707 

Provision of critical medical and water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
supplies and improving Infection and Prevention Control (IPC) 

  

IPC 1: Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene items) and 
services. 

100,000 31,5102 

 
IPC 2: Number of healthcare workers within health facilities and communities provided with 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). 

3,513  
(HF staff: 1,390 + 
CHWs: 2,123) 

0 

IPC 3: Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers trained in Infection 
Prevention and Control (IPC). 

12,123 
(HF staff: 10,000 + 
CHWs: 2,123) 

9,733 (HF) 

 

Continuity of Care for women and children   
Continuity of Health Care 1: Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and 
appropriate management of COVID-19 cases. 

HF staff: 12,123 9,733 

Continuity of Health Care 2: Number of children and women receiving essential healthcare, 
including prenatal, delivery and postnatal care, essential new-born care, immunization, 
treatment of childhood illnesses and HIV care through UNICEF supported community health 
workers and health facilities. 

389,050  
Children: 325,617 + 
Women: 63,456 

Data not available 

Continuity of Health Care 3: Number of caregivers of children aged 0-23 months reached with 
messages aiming to protect breastfeeding in the context of COVID-19 through national 
communication campaigns. 

1,200,000  

 
208,411 

Continuity of Health Care 4: Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe 
acute malnutrition (SAM).  

33,000 2,3243 

Access to continuous education, child protection and GBV services   
Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 1: Number of children supported with 
distance/home-based learning. 

1,247,097 839,9354 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 2: Number of schools implementing safe 
school protocols.  

1,000 0 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 3: Number of children without parental or 
family care provided with appropriate alternative care arrangements. 

400 

 
2045 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV S. 4: Number of children, parents and primary 
caregivers provided with community based mental health and psychosocial support. 

100,000 

 
87,880 

Access to Continuous E, CP and GBV Services 5: Number of UNICEF personnel & partners 
that have completed training on GBV risk mitigation & referrals for survivors, including for 
PSEA. 

80  726 

Social Protection   
Social Protection 1: Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian 
multi-sector cash grant for basic needs. 

2,000 0 

Social Protection 2: Number of households benefitting from new or additional social 
assistance measures provided by governments to respond to COVID-19 with UNICEF 
support 

177,000 69,396 

  

 
1: Target and results have been revised with HQ. The results indicate the number of people reached by SMS. 
2: 7,844 boys, 7,139 girls, 7,983 adult women and 8,544 adult men. 
3: 1,342 boys and 982 girls. 
4: 0 children in pre-primary school, 391,022 in primary school and 448,913 in secondary school. 
5: 204 children, including 15 girls. 
6: Among the partners trained, 19 were women. 
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Annex B 

Funding Status   
 
Sector Funding requirements ($) Funds available ($) Funding gap ($) Gap (%) 
C4D / RCCE  713,644  754,900 (41,256) (5.8%) 
WASH & IPC  3,568,218  3,358,410  209,808 5.7% 
Nutrition   594,703  1,178,250  (583,547) (98%) 

Health  8,388,881  2,351,900  6,036,981 71% 

Child Protection  487,657  350,000 137,657 28% 

Education  603,029  642,000  153,029 (6%) 

HIV/AIDS 0  603,000  (603,000) 0% 

Social Protection  463,868  0  463,868 100% 

Coordination 0  511,350 (511,350) 0% 

Total  14,820,000 9,749,810  5,206,190 34% 

 


