
Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

Following the confirmation of the first positive case of COVID-19 in Benin on 16 March 2020, 
UNICEF Benin has been working closely with the Government and its partners to prevent 
further proliferation of the COVID-19 virus. Although the number of reported cases is still low, 
it has started increasing relatively faster in the last few days, with the number of confirmed 
cases going from 90 to 242 in one week.  
 
The transmission of the virus is currently local with more than 80% of confirmed cases being locally acquired. The COVID-
19 pandemic is expected to put a considerable burden on the health system, already weakened by limited capacity, 
resources and equipment. Disruptions in the social and economic sectors are also expected to impact the most vulnerable 
who rely on the informal economy, particularly women and children.  
 
The Government of Benin has prepared a COVID-19 response plan for US$320,338,983. The national plan focuses on the 
improvement of health infrastructures and equipment, communication, provision of healthcare and capacity-building for 
health professionals, journalists and community members. The Government has put in place a set of prevention measures 
including the closure of religious and cultural sites, extension of school holidays until 10 May, creation of a sanitary cordon 
around the Southern municipalities, where face masks are now compulsory, and mandatory 14-day isolation for inbound 
travellers. While most of these measures will remain in place, the Government has decided the lifting of the sanitary cordon 
and resumption of schools on May 11, with the exception of pre-school and 5 first years of primary school.   

 

UNICEF’s COVID-19 response  

UNICEF Benin is providing support to the Government, 
and particularly the Ministry of Health, in the field of risk 
communication, WASH, infection prevention and 
control, healthcare provision, continuous education and 
child protection services. 

Health and Nutrition  

UNICEF supported the construction of the morgue of 
the main treatment center set up for COVID-19 in 
Cotonou. The Country Office also donated 3 vehicles to 
the Ministry of Health to support rapid response teams 
in 3 departments. To ensure effective and appropriate 
implementation of the “track, test, treat” strategy 
initiated by the Ministry of Health, the Country Office 
supported the establishment of a mechanism to track 
cases at health facilities. Operationalization of 
community-based surveillance is underway.  

UNICEF is working to ensure recommended IYCF 
practices are promoted and adopted in the COVID-19 
context. As a result, a cumulative number of 6,162 
mothers and caregivers of children aged 0 to 23 months 
were visited at home and received support and 
counselling during the week. A total of 3,200 ready-to-
use therapeutic food was secured (F75, F100, RUTF) 
and prepositioned.  

WASH  

UNICEF continues to support Infection Prevention and 
Control (IPC) through interventions aimed at 
strengthening hygiene and sanitation. In accordance 
with the country COVID-19 operational response plan, 
64 sprayers, 9,240 soap bars and, 6,930 kilos of 
chlorine were provided to the Ministry of Health to 
support disinfection efforts in schools, health centres 
and public places and to improve hygiene practices in 
health centres in 34 districts.  
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UNICEF provided WASH technical guidance in the set-
up of the treatment center. The Country Office also 
donated protection equipment (gloves, masks, etc) to 
the treatment center for epidemic disease in Parakou 
and a selected number of health centers. 

RCCE/C4D 

UNICEF supported the Ministry of Health in finalizing its 
RCCE Plan and an information guide on COVID-19 for 
media professionals, religious leaders, health workers, 
parents and teachers on prevention measures.  
Technical support was provided to the Ministry of Health 
to brief 385 traditional healers, 546 district chiefs, 50 
religious leaders from all departments and 40 media 
professionals on the COVID-19 pandemic. The Country 
Office provided the Ministry of Health with 60,000 
posters, 500,000 flyers, 3 TV and radio spots and 300 
large-size posters to sensitize the public. A mapping of 
communication interventions led by partners is 
underway. UNICEF technical support was also provided 
to the Ministry of Health by providing rumour and fake 
news monitoring tools and guidance. The Country 
Office produced a series of awareness raising videos 
and audio messages targeting youth, children and 
parents reaching more than 900,000 people online. A 
youth video competition was organized to enable user-
generated COVID-19 prevention messages. More than 
500 youth also took part in an innovation challenge 
launched by UNICEF for start-ups to develop rapid low-
tech and high-tech solutions in the field of information, 
education, health, solidarity, local production and social 
support. At least 10 youth-led solutions are expected to 
be accelerated in the coming four weeks. The Country 
Office is working with its National Ambassador Zeynab 
Abib and an 8-year-old local singer, Fifa La Lune, to 
record a song for children and the public at large on 
COVID-19 prevention measures. The song and its video 
clip will be released next week. 

Education 

The Country Office’s advocacy efforts with education 
ministries resulted in the set-up of a COVID-19 
response Committee comprising key education actors 
and the extension of school closures after Easter 
holidays (until 10 May 2020). The Government 
announced resumption of schools on May 11, with the 
exception of pre-school and 5 first years of primary 
school. Under the leadership of UNICEF, high-level 
meetings were conducted with Technical and Financial 
education partners for urgent actions to be put in place 
in pre-school, primary and secondary schools, inclusive 
alternative and higher education centres, to be 
integrated into the education ministries’ response plans. 
A contribution of US$ 70,000 from the Global 
Partnership for Education was received to support the 
continuity of education during the COVID-19 pandemic.  

UNICEF is assisting the Government in ensuring 
continuity of education through radio, TV and digital 

programmes, in partnership with the national public 
service broadcaster. The Ministry of Preschool and 
Primary Education has launched educational learning 
programmes via radio in partnership with 36 local 
community radios. UNICEF and other Technical and 
Financial Partners are currently assisting the 
Government in the preparation of a proposal to the 
Global Partnership for Education to support “response 
and early recovery” of the education sector as a result 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Child protection 
UNICEF supported the Ministry of Social Affairs and 
Microfinance in developing its COVID-19 response 
plan, ensuring child protection remains a priority in the 
present context. The response plan of the Ministry was 
presented to Technical and Financial Partners and is 
integrated in the government national response plan. 
The Country Office is continuing its advocacy efforts 
with national authorities to ensure social assistants are 
trained and mobilized to provide information and 
psychosocial support to children and vulnerable people 
and ensure monitoring and surveillance in communities. 
A mapping of government actors to assess the 
continuity of social services was conducted along with 
an evaluation of the impact of COVID-19 on child 
protection needs. To ensure effective release of a 
number of children currently in prison, the Country 
Office evaluated their needs and living conditions. 
UNICEF Representative met with the Ministry of Justice 
and Legislation to advocate for the release of detained 
children, especially those who didn’t commit criminal 
acts, and for the improvement of living conditions and 
application of protective measures against COVID-19 
for those whose criminal status impedes their release. 
UNICEF has adapted its training of trainers modules to 
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create safe spaces in communities and provide 
psychosocial support to children at risk and affected by 
COVID19. These revised modules serve to inform 
children about the pandemic, teach them barrier 
gestures and sensitize parents on child protection in the 
COVID-19 context. UNICEF reviewed child protection 
action plans with the Government and revised its 
agreements with 5 NGO to reprogramme activities 
towards the COVID19 response. 
 

Social Protection & Cash-based assistance 
UNICEF held discussions with Government and 
partners on the potential socio-economic impacts of 
COVID 19 on families, children and vulnerable groups 
including informal workers. The Country Office is 
participating in the Early Recovery cluster led by UNDP. 
An analysis of socio-economic impacts of COVID19 and 
possible recommendations for the response plan and a 

mapping of potential implementing partners for a 
humanitarian cash transfer scheme to affected 
population are underway.  
 
UNICEF and partners are launching a Cash Working 
Group to coordinate cash-based interventions. Support 
from CashCap to ensure coordination of the Group has 
been secured and will start on May 11. In coordination 
with Government, UNICEF is designing a cash-based 
intervention for vulnerable families and children. 
Resource mobilisation to support this program is 
ongoing. A meeting of the   social protection 
coordination mechanism “Comité Socle de Protection 
Sociale” was held on May 7th to ensure social 
protection interventions are integrated into the national 
response plan and are coordinated between partners as 
well as to discuss modalities for implementation.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adaptations to ongoing UNICEF programmes 

The Country Office is mobilizing other technical and financial partners to ensure continuity of essential services and 
achieve Key Results for Children. To this end, annual work plans of UNICEF country programmes were revised in 
consultation with partners to identify activities and budget to be reprogrammed to support the COVID-19 national 
response plan. A dialogue with financial partners was also initiated to identify projects funding that could be reallocated 
to support the Government’s efforts.  

o In the field of child protection, the Country Office is focusing its efforts on the establishment of safe spaces to 
provide psychosocial support for children and their families. 

o In the field of social protection, priority is given to linking urgent humanitarian cash transfers with long-term 
social protection programmes and strengthening Government systems.   

o In the field of education, efforts to develop distance learning solutions through radio, TV and digital platforms 
are expected to strengthen the resilience of the education system in the long-term.  

o In the field of health, UNICEF supports national health authorities to ensure the continuity of primary and 
essential health care services for all including vaccination, HIV/AIDS and pre and post maternal care for women. 
This is done by providing PCI equipment and integrating algorithms to monitor the health of pregnant women 
and their newborns in health facilities. 
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Funding Overview and Partnerships 

On the basis of the national plan and its assessment of priority needs , 
UNICEF Benin submitted in early March 2020 a COVID-19 response 
proposal to its Regional Office amounting to US$ 13.3 million. The 
Country Office response plan, updated in April 2020, is worth of 
US$ 16,325,000 is integrated into UNICEF’s Humanitarian Action for 
Children Novel Coronavirus (COVID-2019) Global Response.  
 
The Country Office works closely with other Technical and Financial 
partners to create synergies and mobilize expertise, resources and efforts 
to support the Government’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Innovative partnerships are being established, including the “Innov Covid-
19 Benin Taskforce”, a coalition of government, UN agencies, NGOs, 
CSOs, private sector companies and startups to develop emergency 
solutions to the crisis.  

External Media 

UNICEF Benin is mobilizing its « friends of children » journalists network and leveraging its social media platforms to 
share prevention messages. UNICEF global press releases are shared with local media outlets on a regular basis. The 
Country Office posted 50 prevention messages on social media platforms, reaching more than 300,000 people online. 
Specific focus was put on WASH best practices, tips for parents and awareness raising on the disinformation. UNICEF 
also supported the Ministry of Health in developing a guidebook for media professionals on COVID-19 and training 50 
journalists on reporting on the new coronavirus pandemic.  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
  

For more information contact:   

Claudes Kamenga 
Representative  
UNICEF Benin 
Tel: +22921365001 
Email: ckamenga@unicef.org  

François Kampundu 
Deputy Representative  
UNICEF Benin 
Tel: +229 21365002 
Email: fkampundu@unicef.org 

Marion Desmurger 
Communication Specialist  
UNICEF Benin  
Tel: +229 21365014 
Email: mdesmurger@unicef.org 

Funds available

Funding gap

Funding Status

$14.35M 

$1.97M 



Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results 

 UNICEF and IPs Response 

Sector 2020 target Total results* 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on 
prevention and access to services.  

5,553,773 900,000 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions 2,000 1181 
Number of people sharing their concerns and asking 
questions/clarifications for available support services to address their 
needs through established feedback mechanisms 

5,000 1,000 

.WASH and IPC   

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including 
hygiene items) and services 

1,600,000 20,947 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers 
provided with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 

3,000 107 

Number of healthcare facility staff and community health workers 
trained in Infection Prevention and Control (IPC) 

3,000 0 

Health   
Number of healthcare providers trained in detecting, referral and 
appropriate management of COVID-19 cases among children, 
pregnant and breastfeeding women 

1,500 0 

Number of children & women receiving essential healthcare services, 
including immunization, prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV care in 
UNICEF supported facilities 

500,000 112,496 

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who 
received IYCF counselling through facilities and community platforms. 

20,000 6,162 

Nutrition   
Number of children 6-59 months admitted for treatment of severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM) 

15,000 4,500 

Education    
Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning 2,000,000 0 
Number of schools implementing safe school protocols (COVID-19 
prevention and control) 

15,811 0 

Child Protection and GBV    
Number of children without parental or family care provided with 
appropriate alternative care arrangements 

1,000 0 

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 
community based mental health and psychosocial support 

15,000 11 

Number of UNICEF personnel & partners that have completed training 
on GBV risk mitigation & referrals for survivors, including for PSEA 

100 53 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and 
accessible channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse 

100 0 

Social Protection   
Number of households (affected by COVID-19) receiving humanitarian 
multi-sector cash grant for basic needs 

20,000 0 

 
 
 



 
Annex B 

Funding Status* 
 
Sector Funding requirements Funds available Funding gap $ Gap % 
C4D / RCCE 2,500,000 0 2,500,000 100 
WASH & IPC 6,000,000 0 6,000,000 100 
Health & Nutrition 165,000 100,000 65,000 39 
Continued education, child 
protection, GBV services & 
social protection 

6,300,000 1,870,000 4,430,000 70 

Research 60,000 0 60,000 100 

Coordination, technical & 
operational costs 

1,300,000 0 1,300,000 100 

Total 16,325,000 1,970,000 14,355,000 88 

 

 


