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UNICEF 

UNICEF Target 
Total 

Results 

WASH: # people with access to safe 
water 

37,318 37,495 

Child Protection: # of children enrolled 
in psychosocial activities 

17,102 13,042 

Education: # of children attending 
schools equipped with critical 
pedagogical and/or recreational 
materials 

25,069 19,444 

Social Protection: # of targeted 
children from the most vulnerable 
families receiving top up grants to 
cover basic needs 

6,000 1,124 

Cross-sectoral: # of affected children 
with access to information on good 
hygiene, and on safety and protection 

38,987 26,510 

 

39,000 
# affected children in need of assistance in 
Irma- and Maria-affected countries 
 

13,042 
# children received psychosocial support  

 

20,444 
# children back in school  

 

169 
# children in temporary shelters in 
Antigua, British Virgin Islands, Dominica  

 
 
 

 
 

UNICEF Funding Needs   
US$ 9,770,000 
 
 

Highlights 
 
 Almost four months since hurricanes Irma and Maria hit the Caribbean 

islands, the return of some critical services remains slow in some countries. 
In Dominica, only around 10 per cent of people, mainly in the cities of 
Roseau and Portsmouth, have access to electricity, while in the British Virgin 
Islands (BVI) only one fifth of the population has restored power. 

 Due to extensive damages in houses and infrastructure in Barbados and 
Dominica, families were forced to seek shelter in neighboring islands. Over 
900 people, including 169 children, still reside in official shelters, mainly in 
Antigua (Barbuda evacuees) and Dominica. 

 With partners, UNICEF has reached 100 per cent of the target population of 
37,300 people in the five hurricane-impacted countries, supporting access to 
safe drinking water. Efforts continue to ensure that the approximately 
12,000 children who are not yet benefitting from access to functional 
handwashing facilities and soap in schools and learning/safe spaces will 
soon benefit from these facilities. 

 In Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, British Virgin Islands and Turks and Caicos 
Island, almost 100 per cent of children are accessing education services. 
Dominica has made steady progress with 94 per cent of schools re-opened 
and some children accessing schools in temporary settings due to a shift in 
operations. Challenges are being encountered in monitoring school 
attendance and guaranteeing the quality of education due the lack of 
enough teaching and support materials in several schools.  
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Situation in numbers 

 

17 January 2018 

 
 Situation in numbers 

Funds received to 
date: US$6.31M

(65%)

Funding gap:
US$3.46M

(35%) 2017 funding
requirements:

US$9.77M
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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 
The year 2018 was ushered in with several pockets of the population in Anguilla, Barbuda, British Virgin Islands (BVI), 
Dominica and Turks and Caicos Islands (TCI) struggling to get their lives back to normalcy following the devastating 
hurricanes of September 2017. Between 70 per cent (BVI) and 90 per cent (TCI) of the population in the hurricane-
ravaged countries benefitted from restored piped water in their homes, but the situation with electricity and landline 
communication remains in a more critical state. In the mountainous country of Dominica, less than 10 per cent of the 
population has been reconnected to the power grid, while more than 75 per cent of people in BVI and a third of the 
population in TCI remain without electricity. 

Almost all children in the affected countries have been able to resume education, but in many instances, especially in 
BVI and Dominica, schooling continues to be in temporary shelters and with a shift system being implemented. Across 
the islands the full target of 18,000 primary and secondary school-aged children and adolescents has been able to 
return to classrooms, while around 19,400 of the targeted 25,000 children are attending pre-schools, primary and 
secondary schools equipped with pedagogical/recreational material. The focus is now on expanding access for children 
under five to pre-schools/day care centres with trained Early Childhood Development (ECD) practitioners, as only 45 
per cent of this vulnerable targeted population is currently covered. 

Barbuda, which was evacuated following the devastation left in the path of Hurricane Irma, remains largely 
uninhabited despite efforts of the Antigua and Barbuda Government to encourage the return of the 1,600 residents 
of the island. Fewer than 100 people, including an unconfirmed number of children, have resettled on the island 
resulting in Government opening more long-term shelter facilities in Antigua.  
 

Estimated population in need 
Estimates based on latest Population and Housing Census 

Start of humanitarian response: 
06 September 2017 – Anguilla, Barbuda, British Virgin Islands, Turks and Caicos Islands 
20 September – Commonwealth of Dominica 

 Total Male Female 

Total Population  143,006 71,859 71,147 

Anguilla 13,555 6,698 6,857 

Barbuda 1,595 837 758 

British Virgin Islands 28,054 13,820 14,234 

Dominica 69,246 35,377 33,869 

Turks & Caicos Islands 30,556 15,127 15,429 

Children Under 18  38,987 19,690 19,297 

Anguilla 3,778 1,908 1,870 

Barbuda 541 280 261 

British Virgin Islands 7,367 3,767 3,600 

Dominica 19,774 10,013 9,761 

Turks & Caicos Islands 7,527 3,722 3,805 

Children Under Five  10,737 5,478 5,259 

Anguilla 1,058 546 512 

Barbuda 174 88 86 

British Virgin Islands 2,134 1,126 1,008 

Dominica 4,927 2,479 2,448 

Turks & Caicos Islands 2,444 1,239 1,205 

 

Humanitarian Strategy and Coordination  
UNICEF’s response to the unprecedented successive Category 5 hurricanes in the Eastern Caribbean has been in line 
with the Core Commitments for Children in Humanitarian Action. The agency continues to respond to the emergency 
in all affected countries and territories (Anguilla, Antigua and Barbuda, British Virgin Islands, Dominica, and Turks and 
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Caicos Islands) through a combination of service delivery, technical assistance, cash transfer as well as communication 
and advocacy initiatives.  

UNICEF’s humanitarian strategy focuses on Education, Child Protection and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH), 
with a two-track approach: immediate humanitarian relief to affected populations and longer-term recovery and 
resilience support. In Dominica, the non-conditional cash transfer programme, supported by the Government, UNICEF 
and the World Food Programme (WFP) is ongoing, having officially begun on 4 December. The programme aims to 
reach 25,000 people, including 6,000 of the most vulnerable children. In Antigua and Barbuda, UNICEF continues to 
support national authorities and partners in the development of a social protection policy with a focus on disaster risk 
reduction. In British Virgin Islands, UNICEF has established a partnership agreement with the Adventist Development 
and Relief Agency (ADRA) focused on WASH and debris-clearing in schools, and will complement the Red Cross/Caritas 
cash transfer programme for vulnerable families. 

Following the dissolution of the emergency coordination mechanism under the leadership of the Caribbean Disaster 
Emergency Management Agency (CDEMA), UNICEF continues coordinating its response with governments, 
national/international non-governmental organizations and other UN agencies, including OCHA, PAHO, UNDP, IOM, 
WFP and UN Women. UNICEF is actively engaged in regular government and UN coordination mechanisms in the areas 
of Education, Child Protection, Shelter and WASH, mainly in Dominica, but also in British Virgin Islands and Antigua 
and Barbuda. UNICEF support towards CDEMA-led Real Time Review of the Caribbean hurricane response is providing 
an opportunity to governments and partners for real-time learning, immediate adjustment of the current operations 
and further intervention arising from transitioning to early recovery.  

 

UNICEF Response 

 CHILD PROTECTION 

The devastating impact of the hurricanes exposed children to a number of child protection risks and providing 
psychosocial support to affected children became a priority in the post-hurricane environment. Over 75 per cent of 
the 17,100 targeted children have been reached with psychosocial support through the Return to Happiness 
programme. This programme was delivered both in formal education settings and in identified safe community spaces 
to ensure that services were extended to children who were not yet attending school. 

Reaching the remaining 25 per cent of the target population with psychosocial support was initially challenging 
because nationally trained facilitators within affected countries were immobilized or were concentrating on 
distribution of relief supplies in the immediate aftermath of hurricanes. Widespread destruction of hotel 
accommodation prevented use of external facilitators in Dominica and BVI. However, given that almost all the targeted 
1,500 facilitators are now trained, it is expected that the remaining children will soon be reached. 

Little or no border controls in the immediate aftermath facilitated uncontrolled movement of unaccompanied children, 
resulting in authorities being unable to put a definitive figure on the number of children who migrated. UNICEF is 
advocating for assessments of national child protection systems to review, and plan for, addressing capacity gaps as 
well as developing regional protocols on safeguards for the movement of both unaccompanied and accompanied 
children.  

Widespread population displacement and further weakened child protection systems compounded risks for the sexual 
abuse of children. UNICEF is continuing sensitization of parents and caregivers on child protection issues such as sexual 
abuse, trafficking and others to help mitigate these risks. 

 EDUCATION 

Pre-emergency enrolment and attendance numbers have now been reached in most of the affected countries, with 
the full school population in Anguilla, Barbuda, BVI and TCI, and 96 per cent of children in Dominica regaining access 
to education. Arrangements, such as shift systems and merged schools/classrooms, have contributed to increase 
student/teacher ratios. However, while the education system has largely resumed in all the countries, it is still a 
challenge to monitor the attendance and to guarantee the quality of the education due the lack of enough pedagogical 
and support materials in several schools.   UNICEF ECA is working closely with Ministries of Education to ensure 
availability of critical teaching and learning materials. 
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All the Ministries of Education in the affected countries have prioritized the formal education system (primary and 
secondary), while Early Child Development (ECD) services were prioritized after the formal education system was fully 
organized. As of mid-December 45 per cent of children under five years have access to trained practitioners. 

Going forward, UNICEF will continue to support the affected countries in adapting and implementing the Caribbean 
Safe School Programme components, including safe learning facilities, school disaster management and disaster risk- 
reduction and resilience education. Advocacy will continue to ensure the prioritization of all the education services 
(ECD, primary and secondary) as part of national emergency plans.  

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE (WASH) 

Water and sanitation became an immediate priority as 
the powerful hurricanes initially crippled the public 
water supply systems in all the affected countries. In the 
immediate aftermath 30,000 people received supplies 
of water purification tablets, 20,000 benefitted from 
oral rehydration salts, while 10,000 people benefitted 
from the distribution of collapsible water containers. By 
the end of 2017, the population with restored service 
ranges from 70 per cent in British Virgin Islands to 90 per 
cent in Turks and Caicos Islands. Across the sub-region, 
19,000 of the 31,000 targeted children now have access 
to handwashing facilities in schools and safe spaces. 

UNICEF continues to be highly engaged in this sector in 
Dominica, resulting in 93 per cent of the re-opened 
schools having access to WASH services and by 
supporting water trucking to areas with no functional water systems. Access will be further expanded through an 
agreement signed with the Samaritan’s Purse organization to ensure water trucking at community and school level 
until 10 February.  The rehabilitation of three water systems providing water to 8,000 people through an agreement 
between the Dominica Water and Sewerage Company Limited (DOWASCO) and UNICEF, also in collaboration with 
Samaritan’s Purse will further improve access to safe water.   

 SOCIAL PROTECTION 

By the end of 2017 over 1,100 from a target population of 6,000 vulnerable children and their families had received 
cash transfers in Dominica. After a slowdown over the holiday period, the UNICEF-supported Emergency Cash Transfer 
Programme is expected to pick up pace in 2018. The next payment is planned for mid-January and envisaged to reach 
about an additional 3,500 children. This programme, which is being implemented in the Eastern Caribbean Area for 
the first time, is a collaboration involving World Food Programme, UNICEF and the Government of Dominica. The 
Emergency Cash Transfer Programme is helping vulnerable families meet their basic needs. In addition to providing 
immediate emergency cash transfer for children, UNICEF will support overall strengthening of social protection 
systems.  
 

COMMUNICATION FOR DEVELOPMENT 

Since the beginning of UNICEF's response, some 26,510 children have been reached with lifesaving information on 
hygiene, safety and protection, through messages via SMS, radio, social media and printed materials. The development 
and dissemination of accurate, clear and child-friendly information on WASH, child protection, mental health and 
prevention of mosquito-borne illnesses also formed part of the UNICEF response. UNICEF has also supported 
consultations among affected children and their families in two countries – Dominica and Barbuda – as part of the 
emergency response. The main objective was to ascertain from the affected communities’ perspective if there were 
any behaviours or issues that needed to be addressed during this response phase and what needs to be done. Through 
focus groups, the views of Barbudan children, families and teachers were heard and some of the areas of concerned 
noted were children being unsupervised for long periods of time as their parents attended to other affairs; lack of 
privacy at the shelters and making adjustment to some aspects of schooling in Antigua. Limited information about the 
rebuilding process in Barbuda was also an issue. Similarly, Dominican children and their families were consulted and 

 
@UNICEF/Andrew Ward/2017 
Over 19,000 children have now access to WASH facilities and 
supplies in schools. 



UNICEF ECA Humanitarian Situation Report No.15                                                                                                                17 January 2018 

5 
 

preliminary findings reveal areas of concern remaining in terms of child protection. These include lack of privacy in 
shelters; some children experiencing sexual harassment and verbal and physical abuse from parents and relatives.  

Facilitating community engagement and feedback on emergency response in the immediate aftermath of the 
emergency was affected by several challenges: no access to the affected countries, and by extension to the affected 
communities, in the immediate aftermath of the hurricanes; interruption of telecommunications services and media 
outlets posing a challenge in reaching affected population with life-saving messages especially those in rural areas; 
partners flagged to support C4D work were often immobilized as they were also severely impacted by the hurricane; 
and interview-fatigue experienced by the affected communities.  

 

Supply and Logistics  

Since the beginning of the humanitarian response, UNICEF has supported schools and temporary learning spaces with 
a total of 277 school-in-a-box, 109 Early Childhood Development and 237 recreational kits, along with other essential 
supplies.   

Under the WASH component, UNICEF has delivered at household-level some 20,400 water purification tablets across 
the islands and over 24,740 collapsible water tanks in Dominica and Turks and Caicos Islands. Additional distribution 
of mosquito nets and water tanks to the British Virgin Islands is in progress. 

 
Media and External Communication 

UNICEF ECA’s post emergency communication strategy revolved around having a strong presence and voice on the 
situation of children in the emergencies on local and regional media as well as international media. During the response 
and recovery phases communication efforts focused on WASH, education, psychosocial support activities as well as 
the recently introduced emergency cash transfer programme. Over 1.2 million people were reached on the Eastern 
Caribbean social media channels including Facebook and Twitter, which featured audio visual material from Anguilla, 
Antigua, British Virgin Islands, Dominica and Turks and Caicos Islands.  

 

Funding Update 

By the end of 2017, UNICEF had received US$6.3 million against the original appeal of US$9.77 million. Funds received 
have been critical to ensure timely delivery of humanitarian assistance since the first moments of the emergency and 
are essential to fund the transition into an early recovery phase. UNICEF has been able to reach the most affected 
children and families thanks to the generous contribution of donors including ECHO, the Central Emergency Response 
Fund (CERF), Sweden, Kuwait, Lithuania, The Micky & Madeleine Arison Family Foundation, Carnival Corporation and 
other donations received through the United States Fund for UNICEF.  

 

Funding Requirements (as defined in Humanitarian Appeal of October 2017 for a period of 3 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements (US$) Funds available (US$) 
Funding gap 

US$ % 

WASH 2,990,000 714,734 2,275,266 76% 

Education 3,800,000 3,475,504 324,496 9% 

Child Protection 1,680,000 1,363,917 316,083 19% 

Social protection (Emergency 
Cash Transfers) 

1,200,000 630,470 569,530 47% 

Cross-cutting / Coordination  100,000 122,536 - - 

Total 9,770,000 6,307,161 
3,485,375 

 
36% 

 
 

This is the last SitRep to be published under this series. 

 
 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Aloys Kamuragiye 
Representative 
Emergency Coordinator 
Office for the Eastern Caribbean  
Tel: +246-467-6151 
Mobile: +246-836-9972 
Email: akamuragiye@unicef.org 
 
 

Muriel Mafico 
Deputy Representative 
Office for the Eastern Caribbean 
Tel: 246 467-6152 
Mobile : 246 836-9952 
Email: mmafico@unicef.org 
 

Patrick Knight 
Communication Specialist 
Office for the Eastern Caribbean 
Tel: 246 467-6162 
Fax: 246 836-9962 
Email: pknight@unicef.org 
 

https://www.dominicavibes.dm/news-236642/
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/nov/01/it-feels-like-dominica-is-finished-life-amid-the-ruins-left-by-hurricane-maria
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFeasterncaribbean
https://twitter.com/unicefeca
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