
   
 

1 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                
       

 

On 26 February 2020, the first case of COVID-19 was identified in 

Georgia. In the following days, several more cases emerged, which 

prompted the Government to institute the first phase of restrictions 

on land and air movement and closure of schools, effective 2 March. 

The Government mobilized hospitals for confirmed cases of COVID-

19, as well as quarantine spaces for suspected cases in different 

regions of Georgia. Despite the early actions of the Government, the 

number of confirmed and suspected cases continued to grow, 

triggering the Government to declare a state of emergency on 21 

March – closing all borders and airports, restricting movement inside 

the country, banning mass gatherings and maintaining closure of all 

schools, kindergartens, and universities. Community spread 

was detected, spurring the Government to introduce a curfew, halt 

movement of public transport, and introduce checkpoints on city 

crossings administered by police and military units. The State of 

Emergency was lifted on 23 May, movement within and between 

cities is now permitted and public transport resumed as of 29 May, 

however, several restrictions remain in place.  

 

The first case of COVID-19 was identified in Abkhazia, Georgia, on 30 

March. To date, 28 cases of COVID-19 have been identified, 15 

• UNICEF launched a remote health service to ensure continued access to antenatal 
care which has reached 2,529 pregnant women in the districts which are still under 
strict quarantine, as well as in Tbilisi.  

• The COVID-19 hotline “111” continues to provide assistance to children and their 
families, supporting 471 cases to date, of which 229 have received assistance and 
were closed accordingly.  

• The UNICEF Representative, Deputy State Minister for Reconciliation and Civic 
Equality, the Advisor to the Prime Minister on Human Rights and Gender Equality 
Issues, and local authorities of the Gori municipality delivered essential hygiene and 
food supplies to 200 vulnerable families in the villages of Tsitelubani and Nikozi. 

• UNICEF signed with the Parliament and the State Care Agency a second 
Memorandum of Cooperation, adding to the COVID-19 hotline “111” assistance to 
children, young people and their families for cases of addiction to gambling and 
drug abuse, which have increased due to the pandemic.  

• As part of UNICEF’s campaign to promote the Core Values, the Representative 
delivered a session to the students of Kant’s Academy on “Living the Values while 
Making the Change”, which was live-streamed on Facebook.  

• Guidelines for religious leaders on the prevention of violence against children were 
shared with the Armenian Apostolic Church and further distributed to priests in 
Tbilisi, Javakheti and Adjara, as well as educational centres. 

• UNICEF launched bi-weekly episodes of bedtime story readings in the Abkhazia 
region to be shared on Instagram and Facebook. 
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SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

746 
Confirmed cases  
 

576 

Recovered cases 
 

12 

Confirmed deaths 
 

59 
Confirmed cases among 
children (under 18 years) 
 

2,966 
Quarantined 
 

592,000 

Children out of school  
 

UNICEF funding needs 
US$ 4,415,399  
 

UNICEF funding gap 
US$ 2,841,399 (64%) 
 

 
 

Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

 

 
 

The families in need receive the humanitarian packages.  

https://www.unicef.org/georgia/press-releases/more-sixty-families-supported-child-hotline-one-week-its-launch
https://www.unicef.org/georgia/press-releases/more-sixty-families-supported-child-hotline-one-week-its-launch
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXx9jBxNq34&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXx9jBxNq34&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/kants.Academy/videos/245841760038878/
https://www.facebook.com/kants.Academy/videos/245841760038878/
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people have recovered, and one death was recorded. A state of emergency was put in place in Abkhazia from 28 March 

and it was lifted as of 21 April. However, restrictions on movement remain in place, and the Administrative Border Line 

and the border with Russia remain closed. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
 

UNICEF continues to work closely with the Government, WHO and other United Nations and humanitarian partners to 

provide technical guidance and support. In line with WHO’s COVID-19 Strategic Response Plan, UNICEF is focusing on 

limiting human-to-human transmission and mitigating the impact of 

the outbreak on the health system and communities.  
 

UNICEF’s mix of response and preparedness activities include: 
 

1. Facilitating risk communication as well as learning, play, and 

positive parenting communications;  

2. Provisioning critical hygiene and medical supplies for healthcare;  

3. Ensuring children, pregnant, and lactating women are supported 

with adequate healthcare despite the outbreak;  

4. Mitigating secondary effects of the outbreak by facilitating 

continued access to education, child protection needs, including 

prevention of violence against children, and advocating for 

continued access to social protection programmes.  
 

UNICEF’s Response 
 

UNICEF is supporting COVID-19 coordination mechanisms nationally, 
and in regions, with technical expertise, planning, and 
communications, including participating in UN coordination groups 
for health procurement and socio-economic/early recovery and 
chairing the social protection and education group.  

 
 
Communication for Social Change (C4SC) and External Communications 

 

• The UNICEF Representative, Deputy State Minister for Reconciliation and Civic Equality, the Advisor to the Prime 
Minister on Human Rights and Gender Equality Issues, and local authorities of the Gori municipality delivered 
essential hygiene and food supplies to 200 vulnerable families in the villages of Tsitelubani and Nikozi. 

• The Facebook group for young people - Debates for Education - hosted a webinar about COVID-19, which was 
facilitated by UNICEF and covered various topics related to the virus and protection measures. 

• A digital campaign #whileweareathome launched in a youth group on Facebook, guides young people to make the 
most of the time while encouraged to #stayathome during COVID-19. As part of the campaign, the Director of the 
National Library, Giorgi Kekelidze, made a video address in which he recommended 5 books to read during the 
pandemic. 

• #VoicesOfYouth were amplified through social media channels allowing children from different regions of 
Georgia to share their concerns, thoughts, and information on how COVID-19 affected their lives, their access to 
education, and the outside world. 

• Social media content was created and shared through the UNICEF platforms on vaccination, healthy eating, and 
learning during COVID-19. 

• UNICEF, WHO, and NCDC continue the development of the Risk Communication and Community Engagement 
(RCCE) Strategy, along with the relevant action plan. UNICEF has already started supporting NCDC in the 
implementation of the RCCE strategy. 

• Through social media, UNICEF reached 3,160,672 people and engaged 85,400 people on topics about COVID-19. 

During the reporting week alone, UNICEF Georgia reached 571,258 people and engaged 15,232 people through its 

social media channels. 

 

 

Essential hygiene and food supplies delivered to 
vulnerable families living next to the Administrative 
Border Line of Gori municipality. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXx9jBxNq34&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eXx9jBxNq34&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/groups/237678344082888/permalink/279992389851483/
https://www.facebook.com/unicefgeorgia/photos/a.335060073207200/3245497855496726/?type=3&theater
https://www.unicef.org/georgia/stories/how-covid-19-changed-lives-voices-children
https://www.unicef.org/georgia/stories/how-covid-19-changed-lives-voices-children
https://www.facebook.com/unicefgeorgia/photos/a.335060073207200/3238367536209758/?type=3&__tn__=-R
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Health, Nutrition and Water, Sanitation and Hygiene (WASH) 
 

• UNICEF launched a remote health service to ensure continued access to antenatal care which reached 2,529 
pregnant women in the districts still under strict quarantine as well as in Tbilisi.  

• The PPE distribution to maternities and children’s polyclinics continued in districts of the Abkhazia region. 

 
Child Protection  
 

• The COVID-19 hotline “111” continues to provide assistance to children and their families, supporting 471 cases to 
date, of which 229 have received assistance and were closed accordingly, and 242 are ongoing.  

• UNICEF partner, Children of Georgia, provided psychological support to a total of 171 children and 103 caregivers 
in alternative care – foster and reintegrated families, Kojori institution, and small group homes. The mental health 
and psychosocial support covered the emotional state of caregivers, distress caused by COVID-19-related 
restrictions, the emotional state of children, altered daily routine contributing to anxiety, conflict management, 
violence, and challenging behavior.   

• UNICEF partner, Initiative for Social Change, developed draft guidelines on Remote Child Protection Case 
Management for statutory social workers and conducted online supervision meetings, covering 52 statutory social 
workers from child protection and justice system during the reporting week.  

• The final episodes of a specialized TV program for parents of children with disabilities aired during the reporting 
week. The TV program was created in partnership with the Georgian Public Broadcaster, State Care Agency, and 
MAC Georgia, offering experts knowledge twice a week on the main educational channel, and reaching more than 
400,000 people.  

• A Facebook page to support parents of children with disabilities is engaging and supporting more than 3,500 parents 
and caregivers.  

• Guidelines for religious leaders on prevention of violence against children were shared with the Armenian Apostolic 
Church and further distributed to priests in Tbilisi, Javakheti and Adjara, as well as educational centres. 

 

Education 
 

• A TV programme on early childhood development continues on Saturdays and Sundays on the Georgian Public 
Broadcaster’s Education Channel. The episodes were also uploaded on the Ministry of Education’s platform for 
educational resources. 

• Brief factsheets about child development and activity ideas are being developed and uploaded on iSchool Platform 
to enhance access to evidence-based resources by parents of young children. 

• To enable equal participation in continued learning, UNICEF, together with UN Agencies and other development 
partners, continues to advocate with the Ministry of Education for improved access to computers and internet for 
the most vulnerable children.  

• UNICEF continues to support the development of a teachers’ guide for organizing effective distant learning with 
the consideration of the individual needs of children and their families. 

• UNICEF launched bi-weekly episodes of bedtime story readings in the Abkhazia region to be shared on Instagram 
and Facebook.  

• By the invitation of the Faculty of Education Sciences of Sokhumi State University, UNICEF Representative in Georgia 
held a distance webinar for students and academic staff of the university on the subject of Child Rights in university 
programmes. 

• The UNICEF Representative delivered a session to the students of Kant’s Academy on “Living the Values while 
Making the Change” to support adolescents in building their resilience to cope, especially with the consequences of 
the COVID-19 pandemic and to actively engage as change agents, which was live-streamed on Facebook.  

 
Social Protection 
 

• UNICEF is completing a Shock Responsive Social Protection Feasibility Assessment.   

• UNICEF is conducting the assessment of the potential impact of the COVID-19 on the most vulnerable groups, with 
special attention given to children. 

• UNICEF is undertaking preparatory works to conduct real-time monitoring, based on MICS6, of the situation of 
families and children during the COVID-19 crisis and to appraise government response. 

 

https://www.unicef.org/georgia/press-releases/more-sixty-families-supported-child-hotline-one-week-its-launch
https://www.facebook.com/%E1%83%9B%E1%83%A8%E1%83%9D%E1%83%91%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%A1%E1%83%99%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98-Mshoblis-Skivri-107585400925169/
https://1tv.ge/video/rchevebi-mshoblebs-bavshvta-adreuli-ganvitareba-9-maisi-2020-teleskola/?fbclid=IwAR3KVxOjwY-mBjVGNugTSCRnrmZETZ8fXhzIcUB3uJ1mThQ7xXlagxCBckc
https://el.ge/articles/project_tasks/articles/task/535473
https://imgund.com/media/2307560165778837282
https://www.facebook.com/107175500793349/videos/2704428033128355/
https://www.facebook.com/kants.Academy/videos/245841760038878/
https://www.facebook.com/kants.Academy/videos/245841760038878/
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Partnerships 
 
UNICEF- 

• is collaborating with the Prime Minister’s Office to provide needs-based support to the most vulnerable children 
and their families, including national minorities, and children with disabilities.  

• entered into a partnership with public broadcasting and other TV and online channels to further amplify risk 
communication messages and enhance home-based learning and education.  

• Continues its partnerships with religious leaders enabled the development of COVID-19 response plans with the 
Patriarchate of the Orthodox Church of Georgia and the Administration of All Muslims of Georgia. 

• is contributing to distance learning efforts of the Government and providing needed support to families with 
children with disabilities, in partnership with the Education for All Coalition, an alliance of CSOs working on 
education, and a network of organizations working with children with disabilities and their families.  

• enhanced its partnership with the National Centre for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) on responding to 
COVID-19 pandemic through a Memorandum of Cooperation. 

• and UNHCR are partnering to improve the access of children and teachers to safe water and adequate hygiene in 
six schools in the Abkhazia region.  

• is partnering with the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) to support selected schools in 
the Abkhazia region.  

• is partnering with the Swiss Development Agency to support WASH in the Abkhazia region. 

• wishes to express its gratitude to donors supporting its response to COVID-19: Estonia, the European Union, Korea, 
Norway, SIDA, Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, UKAid and USAID. 

 
 
Human Resources 
  

UNICEF Personnel in Georgia CO Tbilisi Abkhazia Total Staff Strength 

International Staff 3 1 4 

National Staff 24 5 29 

Total Staff 27 6 33 

Consultants 14 

 
 
Results to Date 
 

Indicator  Target  Results 

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention and 
access to services   3,200,000  3,160,675 

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies (including hygiene 
items) and services           5,000  2,320 

Number of healthcare facilities staff and community health workers provided 
with Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)               800                    550 

Number of children supported with distance/home-based learning      592,000             300,000  

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with community 
based mental health and psychosocial support           5,350  5,013 
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Funding 
 

Programme Areas 
Funding 
Needs 

Funds 
Identified 

Funding 
Gap 

Education  
• Development of teaching and learning resources for distance learning 

• Development of resources for parents for early learning and school readiness 
200,000 162,100 37,900 

Child Protection  
• Development of resources to prevent violence against children 

• Support to service providers within the child protection and justice systems to 
respond to COVID-19 and enable continued service provision 

• Support continued programming for children with disabilities 

• Support social workers in Abkhazia to provide services to vulnerable families 

514,000 71,050 442,950 

Health, Nutrition and WASH 
• Procure essential supplies and equipment including COVID-19 test kits 

• Support telemedicine to enable access to critical health services 

• Training of health professionals through telehealth 

• Development of regulations and standards in all health specialty areas for 

pregnant women, mothers, newborns and children 

• Improving access to WASH in schools in Abkhazia 

3,101,399 486,100 2,615,299 

Social Policy  
• Conduct shock-responsive feasibility assessment of` the social protection 

system 

• Conduct assessment of vulnerable and at-risk groups of children 

400,000 41,950 358,050 

Risk Communication and Community Engagement   
• Carry out a risk communication campaign 

• Carry out #LearningatHome campaign to help parents in care and early 
learning opportunities of their children 

200,000 112,800 87,200 

 
Grand Total  
(Fundraising efforts ongoing to bridge the funding gap) 
 

4,415,399 874,000 3,541,399* 

* US$700,000 was received during the week which reduces the funding gap to US$2,841,399. The split of the funding 
will be show in the next situation report.  

 
 
 
Next Situation Report:  5 June 2020 

 
 
 
Contacts for further information: 
 
 
 

Ghassan Khalil, Representative 
UNICEF Georgia 
Mobile: +995 591 225 281 
Email: gkhalil@unicef.org 
 
 

Maya Kurtsikidze, Communications Officer 
UNICEF Georgia 
Mobile: +995 599 533 071 
Email: mkurtsikidze@unicef.org  
 

Amy Clancy, Deputy Representative 
UNICEF Georgia  
Mobile: +995 551 548 170 
Email: aclancy@unicef.org   
 


