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WEEKLY HIGHLIGHTS 

• A total of 1,617 cases of COVID-19 has been confirmed, with 21 deaths and 

1,080 recovered cases as of 25 April. The number of tests carried out so far 

has reached 120,479.  

• Azerbaijan will start a stage-by-stage exit from quarantine measures starting 

on 4 May, with some initial relaxation of restrictions on businesses that can 

now operate from 27 April. The borders with Georgia and Iran will remain 

closed until this date, with the exception of cargo traffic. 

• This week UNICEF Azerbaijan launched the next phase of its risk 

communication campaign on its Instagram platform in cooperation with the 

US Agency for International Development (USAID). New materials maintain a 

focus on the need for people to stay at home and report symptoms, provide 

recommendations on child development and parenting education while at 

home, promote healthy lifestyles including nutrition and hygiene practices, as 

well as emphasising the need to obtain information on the virus and its 

prevention from credible sources. 

• Two radio broadcasts were organized on 20 and 21 April with specialists from 

the Public Health and Reforms Centre (PHRC) with the support of UNICEF, 

covering the importance of care for children during self-isolation, child 

nutrition and maintaining routine vaccination. 

• Distribution started since last week of 68,000 (29,400 last week and this week 

38,600) copies of risk communication materials with behavioural change 

messages on protection from infection, hand washing, personal hygiene and 

sanitation, family engagement with young children during the quarantine 

period, as well psychological support, and protection of people above 60 years 

old, utilising the network of UNICEF-supported programme implementing 

partners. 

• Preschool education classes developed by the Institute of Education with 

support from UNICEF started on 23 April on two national television channels targeting children below the age of 5 

nationwide. 

• With the financial support of the European Union, UNICEF initiated social support to vulnerable families with children 

who have been returned from care institutions and children/young people with disabilities, through distribution of a 

package of basic food items, hygiene materials and risk communication materials. Between 22-23 April, some 250 

families received the packages. The remainder will be distributed by 30 April, benefiting a total of 1,000 families. 

• Supply of 20 oxygen concentrators has been approved, with delivery expected in the coming weeks. 
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SITUATION OVERVIEW & HUMANITARIAN NEEDS 

 

OVERALL SITUATION UPDATES 

As of 25 April, a total of 1,617 cases of COVID-19 has been confirmed, with 21 deaths and 1,080 recoveries, a recovery 

rate of 67 per cent. The number of tests carried out by 24 April had reached 114,410.  

On 18 April, the Government announced an extension of the special quarantine measures from 20 April to 4 May. 

Azerbaijan will begin a phased exit from the quarantine measures from 4 May, with some initial relaxation on types of 

business that can reopen starting from 27 April. The borders with Georgia and Iran will remain closed, with the exception 

of cargo traffic. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs unveiled a new registration portal “I’m Going Home” to facilitate the return 

of Azerbaijani diaspora and since 20 April, 548 Azerbaijani citizens had returned from the Russian Federation. All of them 

have been placed in quarantine facilities.  

The Government announced on 17 April that within two months monthly social assistance payments of 190 Manats (US$ 

110) will be made to 600,000 people, rather than the initially planned 200,000 recipients. Currently more than 230,000 

people have received the benefit. The Government will also provide 90,000 unemployed people with public jobs, 

compared to an initially planned 50,000. The President will allocate US$ 88.2 million for the purchase of relevant 

equipment and supplies, in addition to US$ 57.1 million allocated earlier. This is in addition to an announced US$ 1.4 

billion relief package. The Government has developed a package of amendments to tax legislation, which includes tax 

concessions and tax breaks until the end of the year for fields of activity directly affected by the pandemic.  

The State Examination Centre announced that school graduation and university entry exams will take place at an 

undefined date to be based on the quarantine exit strategy. A workplan for conducting all exams at schools, vocational 

schools and for university entry will be announced within a week. The Ministry of Education continues to provide distance 

education services through television and online platforms for schools, vocational schools and universities. Online classes 

for extracurricular activities for school children started on television.  

Date 
Total confirmed 

cases 
Total deaths 

Total recovered 

cases 

People in the 

quarantine facilities 

at the time 

13 March 19 1 3 - 

16 March 25 1 6 - 

17 March 25 1 6 - 

18 March 34 1 10 - 

20 March 44 1 10 - 

23 March 65 1 10 - 

24 March 72 1 10 Around 1,000 

25 March 87 1 10 - 

26 March 93 2 10 2,914 

27 March 122 3 15 Over 3,000 

30 March 209 4 15 - 

31 March 273 4 26 4,085 

1 April 297 5 26 - 

2 April 359 5 26 4,518 

3 April 443 5 32 4,321 

6 April 584 7 32 - 

7 April 641 7 44 - 

8 April 717 8 44 - 
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9 April 822 8 63 Over 3,000 

10 April 926 9 101 - 

12 April 1,098 11 250 2,840 

13 April 1,148 12 289 2,373 

14 April 1,197 13 351 - 

15 April 1,253 13 404 - 

16 April 1,283 15 460 - 

19 April 1,398 19 712 - 

20 April 1,436 19 791 - 

21 April 1,480 20 865 - 

22 April 1,518 20 907 - 

23 April 1,548 20 948 - 

24 April  1,592 21 1,013 1,000 

25 April  1,617 21 1.080 - 

Table 1: Number of confirmed cases, deaths, recovered cases, people in the quarantine facilities due to COVID-19 in Azerbaijan 

 

UNICEF PROGRAMME RESPONSE  

RISK COMMUNICATION AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT (RCCE) 

UNICEF continued its #LearnAtHome campaign – with tips for parents on how to maintain pre-school and school learning 
at home - on its social media channels. Two new celebrity videos with singer Narmin Karimbayli and blogger Vafa Ali were 
posted on the UNICEF Azerbaijan social media platforms.  Within the same campaign a live session with an education 
expert Jeyhun Jabbarov was also organized.  

A new phase of the risk communication campaign was launched on the Country Office Instagram platform in cooperation 
with the US Agency for International Development (USAID).The new materials focus on the need for people to stay at 
home and report symptoms, provide recommendations on child development, promote healthy lifestyles including 
hygiene promotion, and the need to obtain information on the virus and its prevention from credible sources. The content 
uses child-friendly materials - educational videos and animations - as well as useful tips and recommendations by experts 
and videos by celebrities. 

The total number of people reached through UNICEF social media platforms with public information materials this week 
was about 300,000. Together with implementing partners, UNICEF’s COVID-19 messages have now reached an audience 
of 1.4 million people since the start of the outbreak.  

Another video, linked to COVID-19, was produced within the regular #GirlsCan campaign promoting gender equality and 
challenging traditional stereotypes on the role of girls in Azerbaijan society. The campaign, implemented in partnership 
with the Azerbaijan Federation of Football Associations (AFFA), is funded by the European Union. 

A group of young TikTok influencers, including a prominent music producer, made a series of videos on the platform, 
describing how they study at home, providing references to online schooling platforms and referencing UNICEF through 
hashtags #UNICEFAzerbaijan, #EvdəOxu (https://bit.ly/34W6kQj; https://bit.ly/2VVFsvs; https://bit.ly/3cMxBYd) 
 

68,000 copies of communication materials began being distributed to districts through UNICEF’s implementing partners 

(Regional Development Public Union, Public Health and Reform Centre, ASAN Volunteers, and those managing integrated 

social services programmes in three districts) since last week (last week 29,400 and this week 38,600). These materials 

provided behavioural messages on protection from infection, hand washing, personal hygiene and sanitation, family 

engagement with young children during the quarantine period, as well as psychological support and protection of people 

above 60 years old. An additional 154,550 copies will be disseminated in the coming weeks.  

 

ENGAGING ADOLESCENTS AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

During the reporting period, 9,910 adolescents and youth (4,461 on Instagram and 5,449 on Facebook) were reached with 
risk communication messages through a joint initiative between UNICEF Azerbaijan Country Office, the Ministry of Youth 

https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFAzerbaijan/posts/3209681185711528
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFAzerbaijan/videos/302756290690164/
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFAzerbaijan/videos/2655462474779698/
https://www.instagram.com/unicef_azerbaijan/
https://www.facebook.com/UNICEFAzerbaijan/posts/3215361295143517
https://www.unicef.org/azerbaijan/media_31461.html
https://bit.ly/34W6kQj
https://bit.ly/2VVFsvs
https://bit.ly/3cMxBYd
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and Sports, the National Youth Foundation and youth NGOs. Eleven Youth Houses and UNICEF NGO partners, including 
the National Association of Youth Organisations of Azerbaijan, Part Agency, Junior Achievement and Education Hub 
continued to mobilize adolescents and youth as role models and influencers sharing information and raising awareness 
related to COVID-19 among their family members and peers. 

A new partnership with the Azerbaijan Youth Foundation resulted in two videos on prevention of COVID-19 being 
released, generating 10,000 views, 100 shares and 500 likes on social media platforms and reaching an audience of more 
than 14,000 people in just one day.  

On 24 April, UNICEF launched a series of six weekly webinars promoting basic life skills through distance training. The first 
session on stress management was undertaken with a group of 25 adolescents from five districts. Participants were 
provided with advice on how to deal with isolation while practicing social distancing, and how to manage uncertainty, 
fear and sadness. The next session will deal with emotional regulation during COVID-19 by focusing on supporting youth 
participants in recognizing and tolerating the normal emotional responses associated with living through any crisis, and 
conditions of isolation and uncertainty. The Azerbaijani master trainer was also invited by the UNICEF Regional Office to 
facilitate a session on relationship management for a group of 71 adolescent girls and boys from Kazakhstan, Ukraine, 
Russia and Belarus.   
 

Local NGO partners implementing the joint UNICEF-European Union programme on community-based services have 
also adapted their respective programmes activities to contribute to the COVID-19 response. 

o Junior Achievement organised a webinar on Professional Development and Distance Education During the 
Pandemic for 60 adolescents and young people from six project districts on 25 April. 

o EduHub implementing the Create... Grow... Contribute project focusing on Art for Development, has organised a 
webinar by a professional psychologist on how to deal with stress, fear and anxiety; a live session on Instagram 
on how to acquire programming skills while in isolation for 40 adolescents and young people on 20 April, and a 
webinar on distance-based team management on 24 April. 

o In addition, a young mentor of the Khazar Art for Development team of adolescents and young people started a 
new series of #stayathome #dontstaywithoutreading challenges. 

 

PROVISION OF HEALTHCARE AND NUTRITION SERVICES 

Social media platforms on parenting counselling and education were jointly launched by UNICEF and Regional 
Development Public Union (RiiB) of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation on 15 April (www.facebook.com/eudiazerbaijan/ and 
www.instagram.com/eudi_azerbaijan/), with the financial support of the European Union, and these have already 
attracted about 7,500 followers as of 23 April. Social media posts on “What is child development?”, “Why early 
development is important?”, “Do children catch coronavirus?”, “Why fathers’ engagement is important for child 
development?” have reached an audience of 3,522 as of 22 April.  

Other social media posts in support of child health and nutrition this week included “Causes of stress among children”, 
“How to keep children busy and active during self-isolation at home”, “Impact of television and internet on child 
development” and “Features of development of 1-month aged children” 

Public information posts on social networks produced by the Public Health and Reform Centre of the Ministry of Health 
with UNICEF technical and financial support have reached an audience of over 27,000 people, covering “Pregnancy during 
the COVID-19 emergency”, “Hygiene recommendations for breastfeeding mothers”, “Healthy nutrition during self-
isolation"  and “How to feed infants”. 

Two radio broadcasts on 20 and 21 April were led by Public Health and Reforms Centre specialists talking about the 
importance of care for children during self-isolation and providing recommendations for parents on joint activities with 
children at home. On 22 April on ATV Channel, an expert from the Centre delivered key messages on child nutrition, the 
importance of maintaining routine vaccination and child health and development during the COVID pandemic.  

A new partnership was initiated with the Mental Health Centre of the Ministry of Health to address child and adolescent 

mental health issues and quarantine-related stress. The partnership will deliver a series of online training for child 

psychologists on crisis management, identification of children with need for psychological support, provision of such 

support or referral to more specialized consultations and interventions. Training is planned to start from 11 May. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Junior.Achievement.Azerbaijan/photos/a.963211097045504/3180307388669186/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/Junior.Achievement.Azerbaijan/photos/a.963211097045504/3180307388669186/?type=3&theater
https://www.facebook.com/events/156939945736188/
https://www.facebook.com/events/156939945736188/
https://www.facebook.com/events/2904752546286254/
https://www.facebook.com/events/3260288240649953/
https://www.facebook.com/events/3260288240649953/
https://www.facebook.com/EduHUB.az/videos/1179322445735945/
http://www.facebook.com/eudiazerbaijan/
http://www.instagram.com/eudi_azerbaijan/
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ACCESS TO CONTINUOUS LEARNING: EDUCATION 

Preschool education classes developed by the Institute of Education with support of UNICEF started on April 23 on two 

national television channels targeting children below the age of 5 nationwide. The classes will offer an opportunity for 

children to continue learning and provide young children and their families with play ideas in support of early child 

development at home. The early education videos will be also available at the Parenting Education Portal 

(https://www.ilk5il.az/az/index) supported by UNICEF. Over 200,000 children are expected to be reached weekly by the 

distance preschool education classes on television.  

The parenting education portal and cell phone application for parents, ilk5il, have reached more than 1,500 parents over 

the last week with constantly updated resources on early education and child development provided by UNICEF. 

 

ACCESS TO CHILD PROTECTION AND PREVENTING VIOLENCE: CHILD PROTECTION 

With the financial support of the European Union, UNICEF initiated social support to vulnerable families with children 

who have returned from care institutions and children/young people with disabilities, through distribution of a package 

of basic food items, hygiene materials and risk communication materials (booklets and brochures). Between 22-23 April, 

some 250 families received the packages. The remainder will be distributed by 30 April, benefiting a total of 1,000 families. 

Online and direct sharing of risk communication messages, including positive parenting and coping with stress, targeting 

at-risk families continued with an audience of 6,751 people being reached with messages through social media, and 

instant messaging platforms. 450 packages of printed materials were distributed. 

380 parents of vulnerable children were supported by social workers in three districts (Agjabadi, Ganja and Shirvan) to 

access the new social assistance lump-sum payment of 190 Manats provided by the Ministry of Labour and Social 

Protection of the Population.  

82 children and 45 adults were provided with psychosocial counselling through telephone, VOIP and instant messaging 

platforms, bringing the total number of children and adults receiving such support since the start of the outbreak to 688. 

 

DATA COLLECTION, ANALYSIS AND RESEARCH 

The first round of weekly high-frequency surveys to gain insights to public understanding and response to COVID-19 was 
completed with 250 respondents. Results were shared with key government and international entities in the country to 
support refinement of messaging and strategic response planning. 

Risk Communication: 
o 57 per cent of respondents believe that they are unlikely to get sick with COVID-19.  
o 13 per cent of those aged 40-49 consider COVID-19 to not be dangerous. 
o 51 per cent would go to a health facility if experiencing COVID-19 symptoms rather than calling for an 

ambulance. 
Economic Impacts: 

o 32 per cent of respondents have had to borrow money to buy food. 
o 76 per cent cannot afford to lend 50 Manats (US $30) to relatives who may be in need.  
o 4 per cent of households have received some type of support from the Government in the previous week. 
o Cash assistance (41 per cent) and food assistance (19 per cent) are the main household needs. 

Health Impacts: 
o 26 per cent of households experienced health issues amongst one or more members of the household. Most 

of the health problems were chronic diseases such as high blood pressure, diabetes, heart disease and 
asthma. 

o 14 per cent did not have access to a health facility due to COVID-19. 
o 5 per cent had heard of people getting sick from COVID-19 and 7 per cent had heard of people dying in their 

community. 
Mental Health Impacts: 

o 54 per cent of respondents felt happy, 14 per cent unhappy and 32 per cent neither happy nor unhappy. 
o 33 per cent of respondents reported that quality of life had worsened compared to last week, 49 per cent felt 

https://www.ilk5il.az/az/index
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it had remained unchanged and 19% per cent said it had improved. 
o 45 per cent felt depressed due to COVID-19-related news and developments.  
o Most of the people who reported feeling ‘unhappy’ reported being ‘depressed due to COVID-19’ as well.  
o 22 per cent had some difficulties falling asleep last week. 

Nutrition Impacts: 
o The main food groups consumed by households in the last week were mostly bread, pasta and flour products, 

vegetables and fruits.  
o Food consumed in the last 24 hours were mostly vegetable-based foods (50 per cent), then meat-based (43 

per cent). 
o 74 per cent had consumed three meals, 20 per cent two meals and 2 per cent one meal in the last 24 hours. 

Education Impacts: 
o 37 per cent of pre-school aged children in interviewed households were involved in distance/home-based 

education. 
o 76 per cent of school-aged children were receiving distance/home-based education. 
o 90 per cent of school-aged children participating in home-based education received support with 

assignments from teachers.  
o 74 per cent of households have access to the internet. Due to unavailability of internet in some families, they 

send their children to neighbours to get access to internet for education. 
Child Protection Impacts: 

o 3 per cent of respondents reported violence/theft in their family or community last week.  
o Parents mostly used 'taking away privileges' and 'explaining why a child’s behaviour was wrong' when a child 

was misbehaving past week.  
o 2.4 per cent of parents had shaken and 6 per cent had shouted at their children.  
o Most parents spent some time with their children during the previous week but around 8 per cent had not 

spent time with them. 

 

SUPPLY 

The procurement of 1,000 packages of basic food and daily consumption items for vulnerable families was completed. 
Procurement of high-fil, FFP2/N95, no valve, nonsterile masks (20,000 q’ty) from the local market is in process and will be 
completed next week. A request for 20 oxygen concentrators for adult and paediatric beds was approved by UNICEF 
Supply Division and delivery is expected during the coming weeks.  

 

FUNDING OVERVIEW AND PARTNERSHIPS 

The new partnership between UNICEF Azerbaijan and USAID was formally announced through social media platforms.  

The Asian Development Bank Country Office has reissued its offer to fund procurement of PPEs for health workers, in 
consultation with WHO, and potentially using the global procurement agreement with UNICEF – government interest in 
this offer is being sought by WHO. 

 

A total of US$ 1,235,185 is planned to support the Country 
Office COVID-19 Response Plan. As of 24 April, two-thirds 
of the planned amount has been secured with a 
US$420,630 funding gap remaining. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figure 1: Fund status 
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Figure 2: COVID-19 response plan and budget 

INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL MEDIA  

Press release on UN report: 

1. https://azertag.az/xeber/UNICEF_pandemiyadan_usaqlarin_tehlukesizliyini_rifahini_ve_geleceyini_qorumaq_uc
hun_herterefli_tedbirler_gorulmelidir-1464967 

2. https://nuhcixan.az/news/cemiyyet/28363-unicef-pandemiyadan-usaqlarin-tehlukesizliyini-rifahini-ve-
geleceyini-qorumaq-ucun-herterefli-tedbirler-gorulmelidir 

3. http://www.xezerxeber.az/C%C9%99miyy%C9%99t/287816.html 
4. https://news.day.az/az/society/1224905.html 
5. https://news.milli.az/politics/842820.html 
6. https://aqreqator.az/az/cemiyyet/701693 
7. https://metbuat.az/news/1376429/edvard-karvardin-unicef-azerbaycan-hokumetinin-hessas-ailele.html 
8. http://son.az/az/news/635109/edvard-karvardin-unicef-azerbaycan-hokumetinin-hessas-aileler-ucun-kecirdiyi-

tedbirleri-teqdir-edir 
9. http://istiqlal.az/news/65639.html 
10. https://az.trend.az/azerbaijan/society/3225038.html 
11. https://sonxeber.net/74134/edvard-karvardin-unicef-azerbaycan-hokumetinin-hessas-aileler-ucun-kecirdiyi-

tedbirleri-teqdir-edir.html 
12. https://salamnews.org/az/news/read/381134 

 
 Hygiene tips for breastfeeding mothers - UNICEF/RDPU: 

13. https://lent.az/news/349036 
14. https://aqreqator.az/az/cemiyyet/705355 
15. https://sherg.az/x%C9%99b%C9%99r/124826 

 

NEXT SIT REP: 1 MAY 2020 

 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

Edward Carwardine 

Representative  

 

Email: ecarwardine@unicef.org 

Min Yuan 

Deputy Representative 

Tel: + 994(0)50 250 6102 

Email: myuan@unicef.org 

Jieun Yeom 

M&E Officer 

Tel: +994 (0)50 462 3143 

Email: jyeom@unicef.org 

 

https://azertag.az/xeber/UNICEF_pandemiyadan_usaqlarin_tehlukesizliyini_rifahini_ve_geleceyini_qorumaq_uchun_herterefli_tedbirler_gorulmelidir-1464967
https://azertag.az/xeber/UNICEF_pandemiyadan_usaqlarin_tehlukesizliyini_rifahini_ve_geleceyini_qorumaq_uchun_herterefli_tedbirler_gorulmelidir-1464967
https://nuhcixan.az/news/cemiyyet/28363-unicef-pandemiyadan-usaqlarin-tehlukesizliyini-rifahini-ve-geleceyini-qorumaq-ucun-herterefli-tedbirler-gorulmelidir
https://nuhcixan.az/news/cemiyyet/28363-unicef-pandemiyadan-usaqlarin-tehlukesizliyini-rifahini-ve-geleceyini-qorumaq-ucun-herterefli-tedbirler-gorulmelidir
http://www.xezerxeber.az/C%C9%99miyy%C9%99t/287816.html
https://news.day.az/az/society/1224905.html
https://news.milli.az/politics/842820.html
https://aqreqator.az/az/cemiyyet/701693
https://metbuat.az/news/1376429/edvard-karvardin-unicef-azerbaycan-hokumetinin-hessas-ailele.html
http://son.az/az/news/635109/edvard-karvardin-unicef-azerbaycan-hokumetinin-hessas-aileler-ucun-kecirdiyi-tedbirleri-teqdir-edir
http://son.az/az/news/635109/edvard-karvardin-unicef-azerbaycan-hokumetinin-hessas-aileler-ucun-kecirdiyi-tedbirleri-teqdir-edir
http://istiqlal.az/news/65639.html
https://az.trend.az/azerbaijan/society/3225038.html
https://sonxeber.net/74134/edvard-karvardin-unicef-azerbaycan-hokumetinin-hessas-aileler-ucun-kecirdiyi-tedbirleri-teqdir-edir.html
https://sonxeber.net/74134/edvard-karvardin-unicef-azerbaycan-hokumetinin-hessas-aileler-ucun-kecirdiyi-tedbirleri-teqdir-edir.html
https://salamnews.org/az/news/read/381134
https://lent.az/news/349036
https://aqreqator.az/az/cemiyyet/705355
https://sherg.az/x%C9%99b%C9%99r/124826
mailto::
mailto:ecarwardine@unicef.org
mailto:myuan@unicef.org
mailto:jyeom@unicef.org

