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Funds Received
4,131,270 

(83%)

Funding Gap 
868,730 (17%)

Situation in Numbers 

 

Confirmed cases: 628,259 

 

Recovered: 549,993 
 

Deaths: 14,236 

 

Tests conducted: 3,705,408 

 

(As of 01 September) 
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FUNDING STATUS (US$) 

Highlights 
 

• The rise in COVID-19 cases in South Africa is finally showing signs 
of slowing down. The number of new cases has now decreased to 
less than 4,000 a day, compared to over 12,000 every day in July. 
Today, one in every seven tests comes out positive, compared to one 
in every three during the COVID-19 peak. 
 

• Schools re-opened on 03 August for grade 12 students and the 
phased return resulted in all grades returning by 24 August. 
UNICEF informed the Department of Basic Education on the safe 
return to school through guidance and standard operating 
procedures. This included an ongoing communication campaign 
with messaging on how to reduce the risks of COVID-19 spread to 
caregivers, children and teachers. The challenge now is that school 
attendance in all provinces is at a worrying low of 75% or below.  
 

 

• UNICEF has provided at least 6,2 million children with critical 
COVID-19 messaging and learning resources through online 
platforms, broadcast (radio and TV) and social media. UNICEF is 
also supporting ‘WoZa Matric’, that provides students with 
additional learning materials and psychosocial support as they 
prepare for their final exams.  

 

Situation Overview 
 

• South Africa continues to have the highest number of COVID-19 
cases in Africa, with a total of 628,259 confirmed infections. Of these 
cases, nearly 550,000 of people who tested positive for COVID-19 
have recovered, an 86% recovery rate.   
 

• The total cumulative number of deaths is 14,236 reflecting an 
increase of 5,662 additional deaths since early August. 

 

• Gauteng province has the highest number of cases (209,648), 
followed by KwaZulu-Natal (112,726) and the Western Cape 
(105,908). 
 

 

 
 
 

@UNICEF South Africa/2020/Prinsloo 

At Limekahya Secondary School, children engage in the UNICEF ‘Tippy Tap’ challenge to 
improve safe and sustainable access to water and soap through a class-made handwashing 
station. Photo UNICEF/JudydeVega 
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Coordination 
 

• In partnership with the Kwa-Zulu Natal department of health, UNICEF convened the HIV prevention of mother 
to-child transmission (PMTCT) technical working group with districts to review the program and data so that 
gaps could be identified and addressed.    
 

• UNICEF is an active member of the United Nations Protection Working Group helping to monitor and alert 
relevant partners of child protection concerns through the established reporting system.  

 

• UNICEF is coordinating between the national COVID 19 risk communication and community engagement 
(RCCE) technical working group, the Ministerial Advisory Committee on social behavior change and national 
RCCE implementers to put into action the national strategy at a provincial level. This includes expanding 
UNICEF’s RCCE team to strengthen the response in ‘hot spot’ areas.  

Summary of Preparedness and Response Actions 

Education 

 

1. The Minister of Basic Education has established a Task Team, including key stakeholders in the sector, to 
deal with the challenges of low school turnout following the reopening of classes to all grades.   
 

2. UNICEF’s work to build momentum and to help guide the safe return to school continues through printing and 
distributing child friendly standard operation procedures, including posters and messaging. Videos for 
learners, parents, teachers and support staff have also been produced. Work is also ongoing to improve 
WASH facilities in schools so that every child has access to water and soap.  
 

3. At least 6,2 million children have been reached through COVID-19 messaging and learning resources 
accessible through online platforms, broadcast (radio and TV) and social media. UNICEF is also supporting 
the matric support programme, WoZa Matric, that aims to provide learners with additional learning materials 
and psychosocial support as they prepare for final exams.  
 

4. Children attending early childhood development (ECD) programmes started to return on 06 July. UNICEF 
continued to provide technical support to the Department of Social Development and the Department of Basic 
Education, including standard operating procedures and related measures on the re-opening of these 
programmes.  
 

5. UNICEF is working with the National Education Collaboration Trust (NECT) on the coordination 
and ‘curriculum trimming exercise’ for the education catch-up programme. This will help children who have 
missed significant periods of learning to resume their education at the right level.  
 

6. Early childhood development (ECD) and basic education resources, Tshwagarano Ka Bana (‘Let’s play, learn 
and grow together’) and the ActiveLearning@Home series are being disseminated widely to parents and 
children through multiple platforms, from social media, to education platforms, websites and hard 
copies. The ‘Do It More Foundation’ shared the educational resources during food distributions of more than 
three million meals to vulnerable communities, many of whom have limited or no access to online resources. 
 

7. UNICEF continues to work with the education sector on finalizing the ‘Care and Support in Teaching and 
Learning’ (CSTL) pillar, which includes psychosocial support.   

 

Child and Social Protection 

 

1. UNICEF developed the ‘Social Development Budget Brief’ in response to the economic impact of COVID-19 
on children and continue advocacy related to shared three key recommendations with government, to: extend 
the period of the social grants top-ups at least until the end of the year, given the long-term social and 
economic effects of the pandemic; replace the caregiver grant with a per child allocation until the end of the 
year; and extend the special COVID-19 grant and improve the overall efficiency of the grant application and 
pay-out process. 

 
2. UNICEF continues its advocacy to call for an end to gender-based violence (GBV), including engaging with 

the corporate sector to increase investment in prevention and early intervention services. This includes 
support to after school spaces for young people and through providing job shadowing and mentorship 
opportunities. UNICEF is helping to organize a GBV conference with Multichoice on 11 September which will 
engage a broad section of society, concluding with a strong call to action to end GBV.  
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3. Following the reduction of the lockdown to Level 2 in August, the number of children reaching out to the 
Childline for psychosocial support and to report cases of child abuse, violence and exploitation increased by 
7%. A total number of 25,204 calls have been received to date, with Childline referring 1,374 cases to child 
protection response services. 
 

4. UNICEF continues to receive requests for support from migrant communities who have lost their livelihoods 
and require urgent assistance. In response, UNICEF and partners provided training on economic 
empowerment skills, gender-based violence awareness and distributed dignity kits to support migrant women 
and children on the move. A total of 1,000 migrant women have been reached in Richards Bay, Isipingo and 
Durban, while additional funding has been provided by the US Bureau of Population, Refugees and Migration 
to support refugee populations in Western Cape. 
 

5. UNICEF has started rolling out protection against sexual exploitation and abuse (PSEA) trainings to raise 
awareness among staff, partners and sub-contractors on PSEA and to put in place internal prevention and 
response mechanisms in line with UNICEF standards, protocols and policies.  
 

6. UNICEF and the Department of Social Development have engaged in discussions regarding the development 
of a policy for homeless persons, as the number of children and adults without homes increased to 367,000 
since the lockdown. Work is ongoing to provide homeless children with emergency relief items, like ‘shelter 
suits’. 

 

Health and Nutrition 
 

1. UNICEF continues to support the National Department of Health in reviewing the current status of child health, 
including the update of child health services. This surveillance will help to further inform the response to ensure 
caregivers and children are seeking the health care they need, from pediatric HIV, to nutrition and immunization 
services.  
 

2. The Gauteng government is evaluating its COVID 19 health systems response to identify gaps and learn lessons 
in the overall response, including community surveillance and assessing the impact on health indicators during 
the pandemic. 
 

3. Latest figures show that national immunization coverage is improving, from 61.2% coverage in April to 81.9% 
in June. This improvement follows the ease of the lockdown restrictions and the campaign to encourage 
caregivers to use essential child health services. UNICEF is supporting the analysis and triangulation of the 
immunization data, using Department of Health routine data, the national immunization coverage survey report 
and vaccine preventable disease surveillance reports to identify high risk districts. This analysis is helping to 
finetune and tailor the immunization catch-up plans and efforts. 
 

4. UNICEF continues to support the National Department of Health in its coordination efforts with provinces and 
districts to incorporate child nutrition interventions, including acute malnutrition services into district recovery 
plans. As child health services return to normal, healthcare facilities need to be in a better position to deal with 
the potential surge in cases of acute malnutrition as a result of the socio-economic impact of COVID-19. 
 

5. Nutrition messages were developed to target adolescents and youth on healthy eating during COVID-19, as 
part of the National Nutrition and Obesity Week. The messages are being communicated through schools, 
UNICEF’s platforms and other media channels for maximum reach. 
 

6. UNICEF and partners are ensuring that health services continue to reach adolescent girls and young women 
who are pregnant or breastfeeding. The virtual support reminds clients of their ART pick up dates, HIV exposed 
infant testing, viral load testing, as well as HIV retesting when needed. Peer mentors are helping to screen girls 
and young women, covering sexual and reproductive health and their rights, as well as looking for signs of 
gender-based violence. To date, a total of 1,330 adolescent girls and young women have been contacted and 
68 are enrolled in virtual support groups.  
 

7. UNICEF is reviewing the new PMTCT guidelines to identify gaps in the implementation of the guidelines. 
 

WASH 
 

1. On 27 August, UNICEF and World Vision carried out a ‘Tippy Tap’ field demonstration at the Slovoville 
Community Hall in Soweto. Community members built their own household level handwashing facilities, while 
demonstrations stressed the importance of handwashing with soap. A field guide on ‘How to build your own 
Tippy Tap’ has been developed and is being shared widely.  
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2. UNICEF and Envirosan have installed 90 handwashing with soap stations in eight provinces. These stations 
improve access to handwashing for 45,000 people in vulnerable communities and high-risk areas. A further 11 
stations will be installed at safe parks and drop in centres across four provinces.  
 

3. UNICEF and World Vision are distributing 10,000 household WASH kits, including critical supplies such as 
masks, soap, sanitiser, a bucket and household level handwashing facility. These kits serve a family for at 
least 3 months and will be distributed to vulnerable communities across four provinces.  
 

4. Locations in public spaces and schools within informal settlements have been identified by UNICEF’s partner, 
World Vision, for the installation of an additional 100 communal handwashing stations.  
 

 Communication, Communication for Development (C4D), Community Engagement & Accountability 

Communication 

1. On 12 August, UNICEF launched the new collaboration with PwC through a Press Release and related social 
media work, focusing on the expanding ‘Generation Unlimited’ initiative to improve digital learning opportunities 
and work skills for young people who are looking to reimagine a life post COVID-19.  
 

2. UNICEF continues to chair and lead the UN’s ‘return to office’ messaging team’, producing content for UN staff.  
 

3. A UNICEF op-ed about the importance of breastfeeding was published on the IOL online news outlet to mark 
the start of World Breastfeeding Week and to highlight nutrition issues affecting children during COVID-19. The 
op-ed was complemented by social media messaging encouraging exclusive breastfeeding.   
 

4. A UNICEF volunteer wrote about her motivation and the critical role of young people in responding to COVID-
19 and working to create a better, safer and more environmentally friendly South Africa. 
 

5. As part of UNICEF’s global ‘Champions for Children’ series, a powerful video about a ChildLine worker was 
released across UNICEF’s platforms.  
 

C4D / Risk Communication and Community Engagement 

1. A rapid community assessment on behavioural responses to COVID-19 and the uptake of HIV and sexual 
reproductive health services is being set up in collaboration with UNICEF’s regional office, the global UNICEF 
Evaluation and the social and behavior change advisory group at the Wits School of Public Health. 

 
2. UNICEF is informing the national response to social media and community feedback trends on COVID-19 

through UNICEF regional and inter-agency monitoring reports and dashboards. The national social listening 
system is also being strengthened to monitor rumors and misinformation.  
 

3. The Department of Social Development included Tippy Tap Challenge guidelines in the standard operating 
procedures for 1,374 drop-in centers for orphans and vulnerable children. Health promotion specialists 
from the national, provincial and district health departments attended the Slovoville field demonstration ahead 
of promoting the challenge across all provinces.   
 

4. The Children’s Radio Foundation launched its ‘Youth Reporter Tippy Tap Challenge’ through an on-line 
webinar with young journalists to promote making handwashing facilities in underserved homes and 
communal areas. The reporters broadcast on 18 community radio stations, reaching 1,3 million listeners.  

 
5. Social distancing markers have been installed at 90 handwashing stations, reaching 45,000 community 

members with COVID-19 prevention messaging. COVID-19 prevention and health promotion stickers have 
been printed for inclusion in all hygiene kits to be distributed to 10,000 vulnerable households in early August.  
 

6. World Vision enumerators completed the WASH/ RCCE household survey in nine high priority WASH 
sites, with 353 submissions received and data analysis now underway.  

 

Funding Overview and Partnerships  

• On 26 August, a youth dialogue was broadcast as part of the PwC-UNICEF 3-year partnership under the 
Generation Unlimited framework and focusing on digital skills, development and employment opportunities for 
youth. The dialogue included young people from the Techno Girl Program and Naspers Labs, together with 
Dion Shango, PwC CEO Africa and Muriel Mafico, Deputy Representative UNICEF SA, facilitated by Maryam 
Elgoni, UNICEF Youth Engagement Officer.  

 

https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/press-releases/pwc-and-unicef-boost-youth-skills-and-work-mentorship-opportunities-south-africa
https://www.iol.co.za/news/opinion/breast-feeding-gives-children-their-best-start-in-life-unicef-ea86913f-ea14-4b8c-9b05-84cab56767c8
https://www.unicef.org/southafrica/stories/what-being-unicef-volunteer-means-me
https://www.facebook.com/unicef/videos/310034386902081
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• Unilever delivered 60,000 units of liquid handwash and hand sanitizers, as well as 170,000 units of bleach for 
the COVID-19 WASH Response, an outstanding 80,000 units of bleach will be delivered in September. The 
value of all goods totaled US$121,400.   

 

• Standard Bank donated R154,000 (US$9,300) for nutrition gardens, playgrounds and psychosocial support for 
children affected by the COVID-19 crisis.  

 

• Viacom donated US$45,000 USD for the child protection COVID-19 response, with funds being raised during 
the Africa Day concert. 

Challenges 
 

• There are concerns about a potential surge in cases of acute malnutrition affecting the ability of nutrition 
services to cope. This is due to systemic issues and prioritization at the provincial and district levels, including 
the need to allocate sufficient budget for the nutrition response. UNICEF continues to work on provincial and 
district preparedness efforts with the Department of Health.  
 

• The Minister of Basic Education has established a task team comprising key stakeholders in the sector to 
respond to the low attendance following school reopening. The key challenges to returning will be identified 
and a plan put forward to encourage safe school attendance.   
 

• Systematic water and soap refilling at handwashing stations in vulnerable communities can be a challenge.  
UNICEF continues to work closely with local focal points to ensure that any issues are quickly raised and 
rapidly communicated to the relevant authorities to respond.  

 

Who to contact for further information: 

Christine Muhigana   Muriel Mafico    Toby Fricker    

Representative     Deputy Representative  Chief of Communication and Partnerships 

cmuhigana@unicef.org   mmafico@unicef.org  tfricker@unicef.org 

 

  

mailto:cmuhigana@unicef.org
mailto:mmafico@unicef.org
mailto:tfricker@unicef.org
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Annex A 

Summary of Programme Results, UNICEF South Africa, August 2020 

 Indicators   
Target to 31 Dec 

2020   
Results as of  
31 August 2020  

Education  
  

  

# of children – and parents - supported with distance/home-based learning 
[ECD, Primary, Secondary Ed]  

7,200,000 6,206,150 

Social Policy and Child Protection  
  

  

Number of children, parents and primary caregivers provided with 
community- based mental health and psychosocial support  
  

100,000 127,072 

Number of UNICEF personnel & partners that have completed training on GBV 
risk mitigation & referrals for survivors, including for PSEA  20  18  

UNICEF technical support to COVID-19 top-up of government social protection 
cash transfer system 

5,700,000 
(households) 

 
5,700,000 

(households) 

Number of children and adults that have access to a safe and accessible 
channel to report sexual exploitation and abuse  

2,500,000 133,920 

Health, Nutrition and WASH  
  

  

Number of people reached with critical WASH supplies, including hygiene 
items, and services  500,000 45,000 

Number of children & women receiving essential healthcare services, including 
immunization, prenatal, postnatal, HIV & GBV care in UNICEF supported 
facilities (national and monthly)  172,980  

  
164,294  

  

Number of primary caregivers of children aged 0-23 months who received 
infant and young child feeding counselling through facilities and community 
platforms through UNICEF supported adolescent girls and young women peer 
mentors project 

 5,774  9,892 

Risk Communication  
  

  

Number of people reached on COVID-19 through messaging on prevention 
and access to services  7,000,000 7,350,000 

Number of people engaged on COVID-19 through RCCE actions  
40,000 45,000 

Number of people sharing their concerns and asking questions/clarifications for 
available support services to address their needs through established feedback 
mechanisms  

100,000 36,764 
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Annex B 

Funding Status, UNICEF South Africa, August 2020 

Sector 

 Requirements (US$) 

 

 

Received 

(US$) 

Funding gap from HAC 

(HAC-Received) 

 Total COVID-19 

HAC 

Regular 

Programme 
$ % 

Nutrition 
 

1,000,000 500,000 500,000 0.00 500,000 100% 

Health and WASH 
 

2,000,000 1,000,000 1,000,000 2,147,805 -1,147,805 -115% 

Social Policy and 

Child Protection  

 
1,550,000 775,000 775,000 591,900 183,100 24% 

Education  
 

5,090,000 2,545,000 2,545,000 1,292,820 1,252,180 49% 

Data collection and 

analysis of disease 

and secondary 

impact on women 

and children   

 

60,000 30,000 30,000 30,000 0 0% 

Communication for 

Development  

 
300,000 150,000 150,000 68,745 81,255 54% 

 

Total  

 
10,000,000 5,000,000 5,000,000 4,131,270 868,730 17% 

 

 


