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Highlights 
 
• On 18 June, a nine-month state of emergency was declared for the Southern 

Highlands due to increased outbreaks of violence which has led to a destruction 

of infrastructure and several thousand people being affected. UNICEF and 

partner agencies continue to provide assistance in accessible areas.  

• On 26 June, the National Executive Council declared a Public Health 

Emergency in Morobe, as well as for neighbouring Madang and Eastern 

Highlands Provinces. WHO, UNICEF and other global polio eradication partners 

have mobilized to support the National Department of Health. 

• Planning for the second round of integrated maternal and child health 

campaigns in several districts has commenced. Integrated maternal and child 

health campaigns greatly increase the number of children and women 

vaccinated, children screened and referred for malnutrition treatment, 

receiving doses of Vitamin A, de-worming tablets, and health and hygiene 

messaging. 

• UNICEF has conducted a review of its implementation to date, which 

highlighted that UNICEF has already reached 13 Local Level Governance (LLG) 

areas (compared to the seven in the planning). 

• During the reporting period, generous funding support was received from 

Education Can’t Wait for a Go to School Campaign; as well as from donor 

countries for activities in health, nutrition and WASH. 

 

 

 

 

 

26 June 2018 
 

544,000 people were affected, including 

252,480 children  
 

270,000 people need immediate life-saving 

assistance, including 125,000 children  

 

15,000 or more school children and teachers 

need support to get back to schools  
 

(Papua New Guinea: Highlands Earthquake 
Disaster Management Team Response Plan, 28 
March 2018) 
 

2018 Funding requirement as part of 
the regional humanitarian appeal: 
US$13.8 million 

REPORTING PERIOD: 15 May – 25 June 2018 SITUATION IN NUMBERS 

 

 
UNICEF 

 
Sector/Cluster 

UNICEF 
Target 

Total 
Results 

Cluster 
Target 

Total 
 Results 

Nutrition: Number of children (6-59 
months) reached with MNP 
supplementation  

47,616 4,506 47,616 12,117 

Health: Number of children (0-59 
months) who received Pentavalent and 
MR vaccination 

63,520 6,098   

WASH: Number of people who have 
access to safe drinking water 

100,000 30,651 270,000 30,651 

Child Protection: Number of children and 
adolescents reached with psychosocial 
support services 

15,000 3,373 15,000 3,373 

Education: Number of children (3-14 yrs) 
who are enrolled in STLS for non-formal 
education, including early learning 

10,000 3,914 10,000 3,914 

 

UNICEF’s Response with Partners 
 

© UNICEF/UN0199644/Nybo 

Funds 
Received:

$4.3m

Funding 
gap:

$9.5m

Funding Status 2018

2018 funding 
requirement: 

$13.8m 
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Situation Overview and Humanitarian Needs 

On 26 February 2018, Papua New Guinea was struck by a 7.5 magnitude earthquake – the first of several major quakes 

of 6.0 or greater magnitude and more than 190 ongoing tremors to shake the country. The earthquakes caused 

devastating landslides and widespread destruction across the Hela, Southern Highlands, Western and Enga Provinces. 

Families lost their homes, water sources, health facilities and the subsistence family farms/gardens they relied on for 

food. According to the inter-agency Disaster Management Team (DMT) response plan, 544,000 people (with 46 percent 

children under 18) were affected, of which 270,000 people, including 125,000 children, were estimated to be in need of 

immediate need of life-saving assistance.  The Humanitarian Response plan targeted seven local governance areas in 

Hela and the Southern Highlands province. Since 28 March, due to inter-communal fighting, humanitarian operations in 

Tari (Hela Province) were greatly reduced due to them being inaccessible, resulting in the majority of UNICEF and other 

UN partners’ assistance being redirected to other people in need in Southern Highlands Province.  

 

On 14 June, violence erupted in Mendi, the provincial capital town of Southern Highlands Province. An aircraft and its 

cargo contents (including vaccines destined for Hela Province) were destroyed and government buildings were burnt. 

UN staff that had been working from Mendi were moved to Mt Hagen in the neighbouring Western Highlands Province. 

Humanitarian work has continued in some peaceful areas of Southern Highlands, but the current situation is that a State 

of Emergency has been declared for Southern Highlands, additional PNG Defence Forces have been deployed. There are 

some access restrictions for the UN in both Hela and Southern Highlands Provinces. Despite this challenging situation 

for access, relief work was not totally suspended. WFP finished both rounds of food distribution primarily by helicopter; 

other UN Agencies adjusted plans for their work and UNICEF and its implementing partners continued its programmes 

of child-friendly spaces, repairs and installation of water systems and latrines and preparations for integrated mother 

and child health outreach campaigns in Hela and Southern Highlands – albeit with delays and changes to the roll out 

plans.  
 

 

Estimated Population Affected and in Need of Humanitarian Assistance 
(Interagency Response plan dated 28 March 2018)  

Start of humanitarian response: 1st March 2018 

 Total Male Female 

Total Population in Need 544,368 280,680 263,688 

Children (Under 18) 252,480 129,656 121,824 

Children Under Five  70,767 36,488 34,279 

Children 0 to 11 months  17,419 9,058 8,361 

 

Worst affected 3 Hela Province LLGs* Total Male Female 

Total Affected pop in 3 Hela LLGs 52,997 27,459 25,518 

of which, under age 18 24,580 12,623 11,860 

of which, under age 5 6,890 3,552 3,337 

of which, ages 0-11 months 1,696 882 814 

(LLG is a local level governance administrative area; the Humanitarian Response Plan identified the worst affected/closet to earthquake 
epicentre LLGs in Hela Province to be North and South Koroba,)  

    

Worst affected 4 Southern Highlands LLGs* Total Male Female 

Total Affected pop in 3 Hela LLGs 108,693 55,948 52,742 

of which, under age 18 50,412 25,888 24,324 

of which, under age 5 14,130 7,285 6,844 

of which, ages 0-11 months 3,478 1,809 1,669 
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Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination  
The overall humanitarian response is led by the National Government through a Disaster Controller supported by an 

inter-agency Disaster Management Team (DMT) co-chaired by the Director of the National Disaster Centre (NDC) and 

the UN Resident Coordinator. The Southern Highlands and Hela Provincial Disaster Coordination offices and the PNG 

Defence Forces coordinate and support relief work in the Provinces. The DMTs at national and provincial levels include 

UN agencies, donors, church-based organisations, national/ international NGOs, and the private sector.  UNICEF remains 

very actively engaged in the following humanitarian coordination through Government-led Clusters of members: Health 

and Nutrition, WASH, Education, Protection (including gender-based violence and child protection).  Cluster 

membership and coordinated action in PNG includes private sector oil and gas companies, as well as UN, NGOs, FBOs 

and others. A high-level UN Mission, including the Resident Coordinator, the UNICEF Representative and other UN 

leaders visited Mendi and Lalibu in Southern Highlands on 24-25 June to understand the changing situation there, and 

to reinforce continued UN support for remaining relief needs and for resilient recovery leading to sustainable peace and 

development.  

 

Humanitarian Strategy  
The inter-agency strategic objectives agreed by the Disaster Management Team (DMT) in its Humanitarian Response 

Plan include:  

i) provision of life-saving assistance to affected population and re-establishment of basic services;  

ii) support restoration of livelihoods and self-reliance; and  

iii) provision of safety and protection for vulnerable people, including children and women. 

 UNICEF is contributing towards achievement of these objectives through its integrated approach to health and nutrition 

access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene education, children’s access to safe learning spaces for basic education 

including early learning, psychosocial support for children and parenting education for parents and primary caretakers 

of children. For provision of live-saving messages and availability of urgent life-saving services, UNICEF has prioritized 

community engagement and communication with affected population through churches, community volunteers and 

local media, especially radio and mobile phone messaging, in coordination with a Communicating with Communities 

humanitarian working group. 

 

UNICEF is one of the major contributors to life-saving humanitarian and early recovery support for children and mothers 

and is working through national and provincial governments and with local faith-based organizations which have long-

standing operational presence and trust within the affected communities. Specifically, UNICEF is working with the 

national and provincial departments of health, education, community development; the Catholic Diocese of Mendi; 

Adventist Development and Relief Agency (ADRA) and Evangelical Church of PNG. Additional implementing partnership 

agreements are being finalised with Save the Children; Just Play and South Star Sports Foundation.  UNICEF, UNFPA 

and UN Women are implementing a joint UN relief and recovery programme called Learning, Empowerment and 

Protection for women and children.  

 

Subsequent to the early rapid assessments and formulation of the humanitarian response strategy and plan, UNICEF and 

partners, as well as other humanitarian actors, have carried out more in-depth assessments of needs. There was also an 

OCHA-led real-time operational review; and a review of implementation by UNICEF and its largest implementing partner, 

Catholic Diocese of Mendi, and an internal UNICEF humanitarian implementation review.  The Review documented that 

UNICEF has already reached 13 Local Level Governance (LLG) areas (compared to the seven in the Plan), but 

unfortunately insecurity resulted in only a little being done thus far in LLGs in Hela Province. Progress against targets is 

accelerating after training of teachers, health workers, children’s safe space facilitators and other partners, and after 

transportation and distribution of a large amount of supplies. Security re-assessments are planned for Hela Province, but 

in the meantime, violent outbreaks in Southern Highlands has restricted access to some areas there.  The Reviews 

identified the need to establish and train additional partners, and to continue to be nimble and flexible with plans, to 

reach people with life-saving interventions as and when security situations allow.  
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Summary Analysis of Programme Response  
 

Health 

The outbreak and spread of vaccine preventable diseases, especially measles, remains a major risk, further compounded 

by confirmation of three polio cases in Morobe Province of the country. On 26 June, the National Executive Council 

declared a Public Health Emergency in Morobe, as well as for neighbouring Madang and Eastern Highlands Provinces. 

There is a national stock-out of polio vaccine, and national supplies of two other vaccines are very low.  WHO, UNICEF 

and other global polio eradication partners have mobilised to support the National Department of Health with vaccine 

procurement, and an immunisation campaign, including social mobilisation and communication for development by 

UNICEF.  

 

A shipment of routine childhood vaccines en route to Hela Province was burned during an attack on an Air Niugini plane 

that landed at Mendi. UNICEF will procure sufficient childhood vaccines for the two earthquake-affected provinces of 

Hela and Southern Highlands, using SIDA and CIDA funds, replacing the burnt vaccines and providing an additional 

supply for three months. 

 

So far, a cumulative 9,951 children 6-59 months have been vaccinated against Measles-Rubella (MR). 7,405 women of 

reproductive age were vaccinated against tetanus. Other indicators remained the same as in the previous reporting 

period due to the insecurity situation cutting off access. UNICEF committed to the National Department of Health to 

replace the burned vaccines and procure a complete three-month supply of other vaccines for Hela and Southern 

Highlands Province.  

 

Furthermore, UNICEF continued its scale-up of innovative life-saving hypothermia devices (Bebi Kol Kilok) and 

promoting kangaroo mother care, an activity that encourages mothers to wrap their premature babies to their chests 

using a pouch. To date, 206 new-borns, including 22 pre-term babies, benefitted from this practice as part of early 

essential new-born care (EENC) in primary health care services, in the last month. 

 

Nutrition 

Overall, 8,470 children (6-59 months), 3,040 of whom were reported previously have been screened for severe acute 

malnutrition, and 42 have been admitted for treatment. However, receiving reporting from health centres is far from 

complete and continues to be a challenge. UNICEF has hired a health and nutrition information management specialist 

to try to improve record keeping and reporting.  

 

A cumulative total of 9,318 children 6-59 months, 2,799 more than in the last reporting period, were provided with 

vitamin A and deworming tablets. 4,506 children have received a three-month supply of micro-nutrient powder. 6,798 

pregnant and or lactating women have been counselled on infant and young child feeding, including those who also 

watched gardening and cooking demonstrations.  

 

As previously reported, 116 of the targeted community health workers have received orientation on screening and 

management of SAM, and planning for two new groups to be trained is complete in Southern Highlands and Hela 

Provinces. Once the training is complete, a new round of integrated mother and child health campaigns will take place, 

and UNFPA and UN Women plan to participate in this round.  

  

WASH 

Cumulatively, the UNICEF has reached 30,651 people with access to safe drinking water, mainly through distribution of 

water containers and aqua-tabs. However, repairs and restoration of water harvesting systems and child-friendly, 

improved latrines has been underway since mid-May. 3,656 people now have access to repaired and better quality 
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latrines, mainly at and around schools and child-friendly spaces.  12,522 people have listened to messages and other 

information on the importance of good hygiene practices, especially for children.  

Results of water quality testing in the previous reporting period showed that all water sources are highly contaminated 

with bacteria. Therefore, much more emphasis is now being placed on repairs and installations of new tanks and rain 

water harvesting pipes rather than testing (although testing is planned to resume later).  For instance, Catholic Diocese 

in Mendi (CDM) delivered and installed 15 water tanks in 9 schools, benefitting more than 3,652 school children with 

access to safe water points. They have also installed 16 simple pit latrines in six schools, befitting 1,693 school girls and 

1,963 school boys in Mendi. During a regular field trip visit, UNICEF came across a Safe House in Kumin, where 22 orphan 

children and two caregivers were living without access to basic WASH facilities. CDM and UNICEF installed two VIP pit 

latrines and repaired the existing rain water collection tank.  

 

The 56 health and community workers and 81 teachers and 16 school directors who were trained last month, began 

carrying out WASH improvements at their schools. ADRA aims to reach 27 wards in Hela Province with basic sanitation 

messages, 54 rain water collection tanks and hygiene kits. These activities will be complemented with water testing 

training, by NDOH, of provincial officers, to build capacity at district and provincial level. ADRA has begun awareness 

raising and community mobilisation in Komo District of Hela Province.  

 

Education 

Comprehensive, verified information is now available on the number of schools damaged in the three provinces of Hela, 

Southern Highlands and Western.   26 more teachers were trained on establishing and running safe temporary learning 

spaces (STLS); additional supply distribution in this reporting period included seven school tents, eight tarpaulins, 18 

“school in a box” (SiB), eight ECD kits, and 16 recreational kits. These were delivered to 11 of the 23 schools that were 

identified under the partnership with Evangelical Church of PNG; these schools are in remote locations, close to the 

epicentre of the worst earthquakes in Hela, Western and Southern Highlands provinces. More supplies for schools in both 

Hela and Southern Highlands Province arrived in PNG, and have been transported from the seaport at Lae to a warehouse 

in Mt Hagen, for distribution to different schools. This distribution will be carried out directly after a new group of 

teachers and school directors has been trained on establishing and running safe temporary learning spaces.  

 

1,314 children were reached during the reporting period (600 girls and 714 boys) through enrolment in Safe, Temporary 

Learning Spaces (STLS) for non-formal education, including early learning. Many of the 3-14 years old children have 

never been to schools or ECD centres or have attended only rarely. These children also received awareness on disaster 

risk reduction and safety measures. It is very heart-warming to see the mobilised efforts of their teachers and parents, 

who are contributing their own time and resources to improving and maintaining these STLS. For example, at St. Claire’s 

primary school, in SH, parents are building a surrounding wall out of old tires, and they raised money for a swing set. 

Teachers have encouraged the children to grow healthy green vegetables in pots, for both eating and selling in the 

market. They aim to raise money for repairs to earthquake damaged school buildings.  

 

The Education cluster under the leadership of Department of Education continues to meet regularly, however, 

participation remains limited to four organisations and the Department of Education (UNICEF, Save the Children, World 

Vision and ADRA.)  Planning for getting more children Back to School is now entering action stage, thanks to the receipt 

by UNICEF of funds from the global initiative, Education Can’t Wait.   

 

Child Protection 

Building on training of teachers and school directors (including on Code of Conduct) and delivery of supplies in the 
previous reporting period, during this reporting period, UNICEF and partners have established 22 Child Friendly Spaces 
(CFS) or Safe, Temporary Learning Spaces in Southern Highlands Province and two CFS in Hela Province reaching 2160 
children (1100 boys and 1060 girls) with psychosocial support activities, non-formal education, including early learning. 
A Mobile Child Protection Team organized and carried out a “Violence against children (VAC) campaign” with messages 
through drama, songs and speech from religious leaders, teachers and children reaching a total of 10,799 (5828 men and 
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4971 women) in Southern Highlands Province. Four cases of child abuse (3 bullying in school and 1 child neglect) were 
identified and referred for care. 
 
Out of 22 CFS established, five are linked to Learning Empowerment and Protection (LEP) centres, which is a joint UN 
WOMEN-UNFPA-UNICEF response to the crisis to ensure women and children who are most vulnerable and 
disproportionately impacted due to the earthquake have access to the support and protection, especially from gender-
based violence.  
 

Media and External Communication  
During the reporting period, 4 twitter posts, 3 Instagram posts and 4 Facebook posts were made on emergency 
interventions in the Highlands. UNICEF projects and or emergency staff’s work were covered several times in national 
newspapers and on radio. Two human-interest stories were published on our Medium Blog site.  UNICEF’s work on 
early recovery and the situation of children and their needs in the Highlands was highlighted in a press conference in 
Geneva.   
 

Communications with Communities, Community Engagement & Accountability 
The two main aspects of the “communicating with communities” work has been social mobilisation of parents to support 

the child-friendly spaces, and information and awareness raising on hygiene, infant and young child feeding and 

vaccinations.  Since no integrated campaigns were carried out in this reporting period, there was no additional activity 

apart from teaching children at CFSs the importance of handwashing and not defecating in the open.  

 

Supply and Logistics 
UNICEF Supply & Logistics staff are working closely with implementing partners and within the Logistics Working Group 

for maximum efficiency. Since the commencement of the emergency response, UNICEF Papua New Guinea Supply & 

Logistics has handled 60.16 metric tonnes / 198 Cubic Metres of Health & Nutrition, WASH, Education, Child Protection 

supplies (both UNICEF-controlled stock and stock handed over to government partners). In the first month of the 

response, UNICEF moved supplies through airlifts provided by the New Zealand and Australian Defence Forces. In the 

last month, 19 metric tonnes were moved by a helicopter managed by the World Food Programme and the Logistics 

Cluster. 

  

On 12 June, two metric tonnes of nutrition supplies arrived in Port Moresby by air. On 15 June, 15 metric tonnes of 

education and sanitation supplies docked at Lae, and were cleared and moved to a warehouse in Mount Hagen by 22 

July. 30 metric tonnes of child protection and education supplies are expected by end of the month of June and a final 

delivery of 12 metric tonnes of education, health and WASH supplies will arrive in July 2018.  

 

Security 
On 18 June, a nine-month long State of Emergency was declared for the earthquake-affected Southern Highlands 

Province (544 km northwest of Port Moresby) following violent demonstrations and destruction of public and private 

properties that started on 14 June.  The violence was in response to a National Court verdict to uphold the election of 

William Powi as the Southern Highlands Governor in September 2017. Prime Minister Peter O’Neill announced the 

suspension of the elected provincial government during the State of Emergency, and an interim Provincial Administrator 

has been put in place.  Over 100 troops were deployed to assist the police to restore and maintain law and order.  Local 

hostile groups are reportedly well armed with both traditional and modern arms.  The operating bases for the UN 

humanitarian teams, which were in Tari and Mendi in March and April, and then only in Mendi in April-mid to June, are 

now in Mount Hagen, a neighbouring province.  Yet more areas have restricted security access for UN humanitarian 

workers. This further increases logistical costs for humanitarian delivery since it means more project locations require 

expensive security escorts.   
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Funding 

UNICEF revised its East Asia and the Pacific Humanitarian Action for Children (HAC) appeal to include the UNICEF PNG 

earthquake response funding requirement of US$13.8 million. UNICEF has received around US$4.3 million from UN CERF, 

Canada, Sweden, UNICEF Australia, DFAT of Australia, and from UNICEF’s humanitarian thematic funding. In addition, 

a large contribution was received during the reporting period of US$1.5 million from Education Can’t Wait, which is the 

first direct donation for education, and will be used for a Go Back to School Campaign. UNICEF PNG’s funding gap is 

about 69 per cent.  

 

* ORR and RR (development-related) funds from Education Cannot Wait in the amount of US$1.5 will be used to provide support to UNICEF’s 

education humanitarian and early recovery response. 

 

Next Situation Report: 20/06/2018 
 
UNICEF PNG: https://www.unicef.org/png/ 
UNICEF PNG Facebook: www.facebook.com/unicefpng  

 
 
 
 
 
  

Funding Requirements (as defined in initial response plan prepared by UNICEF PNG 30/03/2018 for a period of 6 months) 

Appeal Sector Requirements 
Funds available Funding gap 

Funds Received Current Year Carry-Over $ % 

Nutrition  2,197,958 1,633,351 NA 564,607 26% 

Health 2,043,256 691,563 NA 1,351,693 66% 

WASH 3,496,000 863,336 NA 863,336 75% 

Child Protection 2,530,000 948,096 NA 1,581,904 63% 

Education* 3,523,360 149,216 NA 3,374,144 53% 

Total 13,790,574 4,285,562 - 9,505,012 69% 

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

David McLoughlin  
Representative 
UNICEF Papua New Guinea 
dmcloughlin@unicef.org 
+675 7100 0370  

Judith Bruno 
Deputy Representative and  
UNICEF Papua New Guinea 
jbruno@unicef.org 
+675 71069437 

Noreen Chambers  
Communications Specialist 
UNICEF Papua New Guinea 
nchambers@unicef.org 
+675 71155295  

https://www.unicef.org/png/
mailto:dmcloughlin@unicef.org
mailto:nchambers@unicef.org
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Annex A 

 

SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME RESULTS 2018 

  
Overall 
needs 

UNICEF and IPs  Cluster Response*   

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report 

 2018 
Target  

Total 
Results 

Change 
since last 

report  

NUTRITION                

Number of children (6-59 months) with SAM 
admitted for treatment  

2,480 1,240 42 26 1,240 42 26 

Number of children 6-59 months in the affected 
areas reached with Micro-nutrient powder (MNP) 
supplementation 

59,520 47,616 4,506 179 47,616 12,117 9,318 

Number of children 12-59 months in the affected 
areas reached with deworming and Vitamin A 

53,312 42,650 9,318 2,799 42,650 9,318 2,799 

Number of pregnant and lactating women 
counselled on infant and young child feeding 
(IYCF) 

87,000 69,600 6,798 6,798 69,600 - - 

HEALTH           

Number of children (0-59 months) who received 
Pentavalent and MR vaccination  

79,400 63,520 9,951 
 

3,853 79,400 33,868 33,868 

Number of women (15-49 years) who received TT 
vaccines 

125,120 100,096 7,405 3,205    

Number of children under five received PHC 
services in UNICEF-supported facilities 

70,720 56,576 100 -    

Number of women (15-49 years) who are reached 
with information on life saving behaviors and 
available services 

125,120 100,096 - -    

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE          

Number of people who have access to safe 
drinking water  

312,000 100,000 30,651 3,652 270,000 30,651 3,652 

Number of people who have access to functional 
latrines 

312,000 100,000 3,656 3,656 270,000 3,656 3,656 

Number of people reached with key hygiene 
messages  

312,000 100,000 12,522 3,864 270,000 17,000 - 

Number of girls and boys in learning centers and 
child-friendly spaces with access to WASH 
services 

10,000 3,200 1,493 -    

CHILD PROTECTION                

Number of children at risk and those who have 
experienced violence are identified and referred 
to available medical and psychosocial support 
services  

3,000  3,000  4 4 3,000 4 4 

Number of children and adults reached with 
violence preventions messages  

143,446 33,400 10,799 7,514 33,400 10,799 7,514 

Number of children and adolescents reached with 
psychosocial support services 

125,000 15,000 3,373 2,160 25,000 3,373 2,160 

EDUCATION               

Number of children (3-14 yrs) who are enrolled in 
STLS for non-formal education, including early 
learning 

23,000 10,000 3,914 1,314 10,000 3,914 1,314 

Number of teachers reached with teaching kits 
and training support  

5,000 5,000 246 26 5,000 246 26 

*Result numbers for WASH, Child Protection and Education currently only represent UNICEF’s contribution due to current unavailability of partner 
reports.  


